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Ukmiko.3 


TO  THE  READER. 


jL  recommend  the  following  anecdote  to 
fagacious  peifons  who  know  all  authors  (and  me  among 
the  reft)  by  their  ftyle,  or  by  any  other  certain  or  infallible 
fign.  The  anecdote  is  known  to  thofe  who  are  accurately 
verfed  in  literary  hiftory.  Julius  Scaliger  wrote  and  publifh- 
ed  an  oration,  without  his  name,  againft  the  famous  tra6b  by 
Erafmus,  called  Ciceronianus.  Erafmus,  having  perufed 
it,  immediately,  (and  upon  conviilion  as  he  thought,)  fixed 
upon  Hieronimus  Aleander,  who  was  afterwards  made  an 
Archbifhop  by  Leo  X.  and  a  Cardinal  by  Pope  Paul  the 
Third,  as  the  author  of  the  whole,  or  of  the  greateft  parr 
of  it,  by  figns  which  he  conceived  to  be  certain  and  in- 
fallible. Yet  he  was  mijiaken  entirely.  The  judg- 
ment and  fagacity  of  Erafmus  will  not  be  queftioned. 
But  hear  his  own  words,  for  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  the 
prefent  they  are  particularly  remarkable.  "  ^■x.phraji,  ex 
"  ore,  ex  locutions,  aliifque  compluribus,  7nihi  perfuaU 
"  HOC  OPUS,  maxima faltem  ex  parte,  ejfe  Hieronimi  Alean- 
*'  dri.  Nam  mihi  Genius  illius  ex  domejlico  convi£iu  adeo 
*'  cognitus  perfpeiiufque  eji,  ut  ipfe  fihi  non  pojfit  efje  no- 
«  tior  /"* 

I  re- 


*  Erafmi  Epift.  370.  c.  1755.  Op.  Fol.  Ed.  Opt.  Lugd. 
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I  recommend  this  anecdote  to  the  confideration  of  thofe 
perfons,  who  from  random  conjedlure,  without  any  know- 
ledge, or  any  proof  whatfoever,  continue  to  afcribe  the  fol- 
lowing work,  to  men,  who  are  all  equally  guiltlefs  of  my  la- 
bours, and  all  equally  ignorant  of  my  intentions. 

I  think,  if  the  Poem  is  read  once  without  reference  to 
the  notes,  the  plan,  conneition,  and  manner  of  it  will  be 
perceived.  I  may  add,  that,  The  Firft  Dialogue  was  ^r/? 
publiQied  in  May  1794,  the  Second  and  Third  in  June  1796, 
and  the  Fourth  in  July  1797. 
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Ncl  cc;rchio  accolto, 
Mormoro  potentiflime  parole  j 
Giro  tre  volte  alP  Oriente  il  volte, 
Tre  volte  ai  regai  ove  dechina  il  Sole; 
"  Onde  tanto  indugiar  ?  forse  attendete 

"  VOCI  ANCOR  PIU  POTENTIj   O  PIU  SECRETE?". 

TafToG.L.  Cant.  13* 

Dear  Sir; 

December^  I797* 

-^^  S  the  publick  have  thought  proper  to  pay  fome  atten- 
tion to  the  following  Poem  on  the  Purfuits  of  Literature, 
the  parts  of  which  I  have  prefented  to  their  cohfideration, 
and  for  their  ufe,  at  various  intervals;  I  have  now  col- 
Ifedled  the  whole  into  one  volume,  aftdr  fuch  a  revifion 
and  correclion  as  appeared  to  be  neceflary.  As  a  mark  of 
my  friendfhip,  I  truft  it  is  deciftve,  I  always  thought 
with  Junius,  that  a  printed  paper  receives  very  little 
confideration  from  the  moft  refpeftable  fignature.  Bu£ 
I  would  not  be  underftood  to  infmuate,  with  that  great 
and  confummate  writer,  that  my  name  would  carry  any 
weight  with  it.  I  muft  own,  however,  that  I  fmlle  at  the 
various  authors  to  whom  my  w'ork  is  afcribed.  Doctors, 
Dramatick  Writers,  Royal  TrerJurers,  Divines,  OratorSj 
Lawyers,  Greek  ProfelTors,  School-mafters,  Bath  guides, 
and  Phyficians,  have  all  been  named  .with  confidence. 
Sometimes  the  v/hole  is  written  by  one  man,  at  others,  ten 
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or  perhaps  twenty  are  concerned  in  it.  Criticlfms  and  dlflent- 
ins;  conjectures  on  the  fubje6l  are  alike  the  obje£l  of  my 
inelFable  contempt.  More  fagacity  muft  be  exerted,  than 
the  Jrdelios  of  the  day  are  mailers  of,  who  are  fo  kind  as 
to  think  of  me,  who  moft  certainly  never  think  of  them. 
It  is  however  my  refolution,  that  not  one  of  thefe  idle  con- 
jectures Ihall  ever  be  extended  to  you.  "  Quid  de  me  alii 
loquantur,  Ipsi  videant  ;  fed  loquentur  tamen."  It  is 
a  voice;  nothing  more.  Prudence  indeed  fuggefls  a  cau- 
tion which  I  unwillingly  adopt,  and  reftrains  the  eager- 
nefs  I  feel  for  the  difplay  of  your  virtues  and  of  your  ta- 
lents. But  thofe  virtues  muft  at  prefent  be  left  to  the  tef- 
timony  of  your  own  confcience;  and  your  talents  within 
thofe  limits  of  exertion,  in  which  an  undifcerning  fpirit  has 
too  long  fufFered  them  to  be  confined.  The"  bird  of  day 
hov/ever  always  looks  to  the  fun. 

In  regard  to  writing  in  general,  the  publick  expedl  nei- 
ther thanks  nor  gratitude  from  an  author  for  their  favour- 
able reception  of  his  work..  If  it  is  unworthy  of  their  no- 
tice, it  is  left  to  perifh  with  the  poetry  of  Knight,  or  the 
profe  of  Lauderdale.  "  I  cannot  indeed  afFeCt  to  believe, 
"  that  nature  has  wholly  difqualified  me  for  all  literary 
"  purfuits"f  Yet  I  would  not  trouble  the  publick,  or  my- 
felf,  with  this  new  edition  of  my  poem,  if  I  did  not  think 
it  agreeable  to  their  wifhes.  I  am  fatisfied  with  the  atten- 
tion which  has  been  given  to  it.  And  when  I  have  com- 
manded a  fdence  within  my  own  breaf^,  I  think  a  flill 
fmall  voice  may  whifper  thofe  gratulations,  from  which 
an  honeft  man  may  be  ft  derive  comfort  from  the  paft,  and 
motives  for  future  a(9:ion. 

The  wayward  nature  of  the  time,  and  the  paramount  ne* 
ceffity  of  fecuring  to  this  kingdom  her  political  and  reli- 
gious 

t  I'he  words  of  Mr.  Gibbon.  Pofthumous  Works,  410.  Vol,  I. 


(     "i     ) 

gious  exiftencc,  and  the  rights  of  fociety,  have  urged  and 
fHmulated  me,  as  you  well  know,  to  offer  this  endeavour 
to  preferve  them,  by  a  folcmn,  laborious,  and  difinter- 
efted  appeal  to  my  countrymen.  It  is  defigned  to  conduit 
them  through  the  labyrinths  of  literature;  to  convince  them 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  underftanding  and  affections 
are  either  bewildered,  darkened,  enervated,  or  degraded ; 
and  to  point  out  the  fatal  paths  which  would  lead  us  all  ei- 
ther to  final  deIlru6lion,  or  to  complicated  mifery.  I  am. 
folicitous  for  the  end  alone.  I  haVe  explained  all  my  mo- 
tives at  large,  in  the  prefaces  to  the  feveral  dialogues  of  this 
poem. 

I  am  not  yet  fo  old,  as  to  fay  with  the  defponding  bard, 
^^  FitiS  eji  avidnst  qicifqiiis  non  vidt^  mundo  secum 
PEREUNTE,  mori.''  Yet  I  fee,  with  forrow  and  fear, 
the  political  conftitutions  of  Europe  falling  around  us,  or 
crumbling  into  duff,  under  the  tyrannical  Republick  of 
France.  She  commenced  with  an  imperious  injunction  to 
the  furrounding  nations  not  to  interpofe  in  her  domeffick 
government,  while  at  the  very  fame  moment,  fhe  herfelf  was 
interfering  and  difturbing  them  all.  She  has  indeed  ter- 
minated in  the  change  or  overthrow  of  each  of  them,  but 
of  this  kingdom.  Frenchmen  were  alv/ayS  brutal,  when 
unreftrained.  With  their  own  domeffick  mifery  and 
wickednefs  they  never  were  fatisfied.  In  thefe  latter  days, 
they  have  been  neighing  after  the  conffitutions  of  their 
neighbours  in  their  lawlefs  luiLihood.  They  Srft  deflower 
the  purity  of  the  ffruggling  or  half-confenting  victims,  and 
then  with  their  ruffian  daggers  they  ftifle  at  once  the  voice 
and  the  remembrance  of  the  pollution.  Such  are  their  abo- 
minations. Such  are  their  orgies  of  blood  and  luff.  And 
when  their  cruelty  is  at  laft  v/earied  out  and  exhauffed, 
and  demands  a  paufe,   they  call  it  Clemency.     France  had 

a  2  hztn 
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been  long  looking  for  that,  which  her  philofopJiers  had' 
taught  her  to  term,  the  parallelism  of  the  sword. 
She  has  indeed  found  it.  That  fword  has  indeed  fwept 
down  not  only  every  royal  creft,  but  every  head  which  raif- 
ed  itfelf  above  the  plain  of  their  equality.  Such  is  their 
QUaint  and  ferocious  language.  And  now,  v^^hen  Englifh- 
men  are  to  be  warned  againft  the  introdudlion  of  the  horrid 
fyftem,  no  appeal  is  to  be  made  to  the  common  feelings  and 
pafiions  of  our  nature,  (this,  it  feems,  is  declamation;)  no 
fcenes  of  terror,  and  cruelty,  and  defolation  are  to  be  laid 
before  them,  but  dry  reafoning  and  mathematical  calculati- 
ons of  the  quantum  of  mifery,  plunder,  and  blood,  necelTary 
for  the  prodxiiflion  and  eftablifhment  in  England  of  this 
blefled  revolutionary  government.  But  we  wWl  not  be  in- 
fulted  and  fooled  out  of  our  exiftence,  or  of  our  underftand- 
ing,  "  Our  fentence  is  for  open  war,"  till  we  can  be  fafe. 
England  is  ftUl  prepared,  and  alert,  and  vigorous,  and  opu- 
lent, and  generous,  and  bold,  and  undifmayed.  She  has  not 
caft  away  her  confidence.  Among,  the  bands  and  aifociated 
energies  of  England,  I  alfo,  in  my  degree  and  very  limited 
capacity,  will  ftruggle  for  the  principle  of  her  life.  I  feel, 
in  common  with  the  wife  and  reflecting,  that  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  Great  Britain,  even  with  its  real  or  apparen  d  e- 
fe<fls,  is  worthy  of  continuance,  and  I  hope  of  perpetuity, 
Ouranceftors  in  1688  once  adopted  the  words  of  the  aged 
Patriarch,  "  We  have  bleffed  it,  yea,  and  it  fhall  be  blelTed."' 
In  this  one  refponfe,  I  truft  we  fhall  all  be  orthodox ;  and 
with  one  heart  and  voice  condemn  all  the  herefies  of  Gallicic 
policy,   in   the  words  of  the  Alexandrian  Liturgy  of  oldj 

*'  Tajv  cii^ciu;v  aaTcOxvaov  ra,  (povocyij.ccToi,.  "* 

"  Liturgia  San(!li  Gregorii  Alexandrina.  Liturg,  Oriental. 
Culled-.  Vol.  I,  p.  107.     Edit.  Paris.  5716. 
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Government  and  Literature  are  now  more  than  ever  inti- 
mately coiinccled.  The  hiftory  of  the  laft  thirty  years  proves 
it  beyond  a  coutroverfy.  Still  it  is  difficult  to  roufe  the  at- 
tention of  men,  and  to  perfuade  them  of  the  fa6t.  But  I 
Iiave  attempted  it.  I  thought  it  juft  and  right  to  fet  before 
them  excellence  oppofed  to  excellence,  as  well  as  error  con- 
Trafted, to  error;  or  in  the  words  of  the  great  Halicarnaffi- 
anf."  Ay»6a{  ayaSotj  «i/Te|ETa^£H'."  In  the  prefent  change 
of  manners,  opinions,  government,  and  learning,  you  may 
remember  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  in  which  after  fome 
confideration  you  concurred,  that  a  variation  is  now  required 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  latirical  writing.  I  mean,  by  call- 
ing in  the  reciprocal  afliftance  of  poetry  and  profe  in  the 
fame  work,  for  the  great  end;  if  it  is  defigned  for  general 
perufal  and  extended  application,  I  think  this  work  is  the 
firft  attempt  of  the  kind,  in  the  fenfe  which  I  propofe. 

I  know  not  whether  I  am  miflaken,  but  as  it  appears 
to  me,  the  power  of  legitimate  Satire  thus  extended  and 
ftrengthened  with  the  rampart  of  profe,  and  fully  underftood, 
is  the  bafe,  if  not  the  only  literary  fupport  left.  I  am  fure'it 
cannot  be  conflrued  into  an  hired  fervice.  It  has  nothing  in 
it  of  profeffionai  labour:  and  as  tointerefted  views  of  perfa- 
nal  profit  or  promotion,  how  can  they  be  confiitent  with  it? 
it  is  as  true  in  our  time,  as  in  that  of  Dryden,  (I  will  give 
you  his  own  words,  (that  "  the  common  libellers  of  the  day, 
"  are  as  free  from  the  imputation  of  wit  as  of  morality." 
Satire  has  another  tone  and  another  charafter.     All  publick 

men 


f  Dion.  Halicarn.  ad  Cne.  Pompeium  de  Platone  iLpift.  p. 
757.  Sea.  I.     Vol.  6.  Ed.  Reifke.  1777. 

X  Adapted  from  the  Anthologia,  p.  393.  Ed.  Brodsi  Fol. 
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men,  however  diftinguifhed,  muft  in  their  turns  fubmit  to  it, 
if  necelTary  to  the  welfare  of  the  ftate.  The  altar  and  the 
throne,  the  minifter  and  the  ftatefman,  may  feel  and  own 
its  influence.  I  would  exprcfs  myfelf  with  diffidence  of 
any  Satirift:  yet  of  the  office  itfelf,  and  of  its  higher 
funftions,  I  would  fpeak  as  becomes  its  dignity  and  the  ex- 
cellency of  its  ancient  chara6ler.  Magnlficabo  apojiolatum 
meiinL 

In  my  opinion,  the  office  of  a  Satirift  is  by  no  means  a 
pleafant  or  a  defirable  office  ;  but  it  is  neceffary.     It  is  dif- 
iicult  to  exercife  the  talent  without  an  appearance  of  feveri- 
ty  in  the  charadler  and  difpofition.     Even  playfulnefs  and  hu- 
niour  are  called  by  other  appellations.    Learning  is  oftenta- 
tion,  cenfure  is  malignity,  and  reprehenfion  is  abufe.    I  have 
explained  myfelf  on  this  fubjedl  in  different  parts  of  my  work. 
There  remains  a  more  formidable  obje61ion.     On  a  firft  and 
partial  view,  it  might  deter  any  man   from  engaging  in 
Satire ;  at  leaft  any  man  who  feels  himfelf  (and  who  does 
not   feel   himfelf,    if  he  examines  his  own  heart?)  unwor- 
thy and  wretched  before  the  unerring  judgment.    It  is  faid 
to     be     incompatible,     if    not    with     the    profeffion,    yet 
certainly  with  the  praclice,  of  Chriftlanity.     I  am  fure,^  if 
that  is  true,  the  praife  of  wit,  or  learning,  or  talents,  is  no- 
thing worth.     If  private  malignity  is  the  motive,   it  is  effen-. 
tially  contrary  to  the  precepts  and  praclice  of  their  religion. 
It  cannot  be  defended  for  a  moment.  But  if  Satire  is  an  inftru- 
ment,  and  a  powerful  inftrument,  to  maintain  and  enforce 
publick  order,  morality,  religion,  literature,  and  good  man- 
ners, in  thofe  cafes,  in  which  the  pulpit  and  the  courts  of  law 
can  feldom  interfere,  and  rarely  with  effecl;  the  community 
jiuy  authorize  and  approve  it.     The  a,uthorized  inftruments 
of  lav/ful  war  are  lawfuL 

.  Satire 
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Satire  never  can  have  efFc(ft,  withouf:  a  perfonal  applicati- 
on.    It  muft  come  home  to  the  bofoms,  and  often  to  the 
offences  of  particular  men.     It  never  has  its   full  force,  if 
the  author  of  it  is  known  or  flands  forth ;  for  the  unwor- 
thinefs  of  any  man  lellens   the  flrength  of  his  objeftions. 
What  I  have  written,  is  delivered  to  the  publick  in  this  fpi- 
rit.     If  I  had  any  private  end  or  malignity  in  any  part  of  it,  I 
would  have  burned  the  work  with  indignation  before  it 
jQiould  have  appeared.     I  make  no  idle  appeal  to  you,  or  any 
man,  for  the  truth  of  my  aflertion ;  it  is  enough  for  me  to 
feel  that  I  fpeak  truth  in  the  fincerity  of  my  heart.     If  I 
am  believed,  I  am  believed.     But  I  may  aik  with  confidence; 
Is  there  in  it  any  fentence,  or  any  fentiment,  by  which  the 
mind  may  be  depraved,  degraded,  or  corrupted  ?    Is  there  a 
principle  of  claffical  criticifm  in  any  part  of  it,  which  is  not 
juft  and  defenfible  by  the  greateft  mafters  of  ancient  and  le- 
gitimate compofition  I  Is  there  any  paflage  which  pandars 
to  the  vitiated  tafte,  or  to  the  polluted  affections  and  paffions 
of  baa  men  ?    On  the  contrary ;   Are  not  the  heart  and  un- 
derftanding  fortified  unto  virtue,  and  exalted  into  indepen- 
dence ?  Is  there  any  idle  depreciating  declamation,  againft  the* 
real  and  folid  advantages  of  birth,  fortune,  learning,  wit,  ta- 
lents, and  high  flation  ?  Is  there  any  do6lrine,  which  a  teach- 
er of  morality,  I  mean  Chriftian  morality,  might  refufe  to 
fandlion  ?    A   moralift   and  a   divine    have  not  the   fame 
office  with  the  fatirifi: ;  perfonality  is  foreign  to  thern.     But 
it  is  not  fufficlently  attended  to  or  believed,  that  when  the 
underftanding  is  enervated,  when  it  once  lofes,  what  one  of 
the  Fathers  f  calls  emphatically,  the  tsj?  (^^ovna-iui;  avwdv  vm^ 


f  Bafil.  Archiepifc,  Caefareae.  Op,  Vol.  2.  p.  698.  Edit, 
Paris:  1618,     ~ 
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^eTTvawixBvov^  wheii  that  folid,  tenacious  power  of  the  mind  is 
diiToIved,  it  is  then  open  to  all  manner  of  deception,  and  to 
the  imprelHonof  fophiftry  in  literature,  government,  philofo- 
phy,  and  religion.  On  this  account,  many  v/orks  and  many 
a6tions  muft  be  noticed,  wholly  unworthy  of  reprehenfion  in 
any  other  point  of  view. 

Ignorant  men  will  cry  out,  it  is  a  vexatious  fuit,  when  it 
is  a  jufl:  prcfecution  in  the  courts  of  criticifm,  and  at  the 
tribunal  of  publick  opinion.  They  who  would  confider 
my  reprehenfions  of  Authors  and  of  the  tendency  of  their 
writings,  as  libels,  or  as  libelious  meatier,  are  as  ignorant 
of  common  lav/,  as  they  are  ignorant  of  common  fenfe, 
or  common  integrity  and  candour.  "With  fuch  men,  every 
piece  of  criticifm  is  a  ipecies  -of  libeL  If  they  are  inclined  to 
indiof  any  part  of  my  work  as  libellous^,  it  will  be  incumbent 
on  them,  to  contradi6t  the  great  fage  of  the  law,  who  declares, 
that"/??  a  CRIMINAL  PROSECUTION,  the  tendency  ivh'ich 
"  all  I'lheh  have  to  create  anhnoftties  and  diflurh  the  publick 
^^  peace^  is  THE  v/hole  tvhich  the  Law  confiders"\  I  am 
content  to  be  at  ifiue  with  them  on  this  point.  If  any  part 
of  my  work  is  "  hlafphemous,  immoral,  treafonable,  fchifma- 
tical,  feditiotis,  or  fcandalous,"  let  it  be  produced  publickly, 
andpublickly  puniflied.  But  I  maintain  that,  under  reilric- 
tions,  I  have  an  undoubted  right  to  \d.y  my  fentim^ents  before 
the  publJck,  on  publick  flibjesfls,  publick  men,  and  publick 
books,  in  any  manner  I  think  proper.  If  I  am  denied  this 
right,  there  is  an  end  of  the  freedom  of  the  prefs,  .and  of 
the  rational  and  guarded  liberty  of  England.  If  the  matter 
of  my  book  is  criminal,  let  it  be  fhewn.  I  appeal  to  the 
Courts  and  the  Sages  of  the  Law.  But  I  will  not  be  in- 
timidated by  the  war-whoop  of  Jacobins,  and  dem.ocratick 
writers,  or  the  feeble  fhrieks  of  witlings  and  poetafters. 
IVhile  I  have  pov.'er,  I  will  plead   in  behalf  of  learning, 
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aral  ill  i-hc  caufe  of  my  Country.  I  have  not,  in  this  work, 
violated  the  precepts  of  ClM-iHianlt)',  or  the  law  of  the  land; 
and  till  I  have  done  both  or  either,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
any  man  to  degrade  my  character  and  reputation  with  my 
country.  If  1  have  drawn  any  fuppofcd  characters,  v^ithout 
a  name  or  deri<i^nation,*I  have  done  no  more  than  Theophraf- 
tus  or  La  Bruyere.  I  fhall  not  condefcend  to  adifcuffion  of 
fiich  a  fuhjccl-.  Many  paflages,  and  perhaps  trifling  or  fpor- 
tive  allufions  in  this  work  to  perfcns  and  events,  are  beft  de- 
fended by  the  general  apology  of  Horace,  "Ego  h  rif^qnbd 
ineptus  PafUllos  Rufillus  olet,  Uvidus  et  mordax  videar?" 
I  fhall  offer  no  other  apology. 

As  to  any  fuppofed  arrogance  or  prefumption;  a  writer, 
cfpecially  a  poet,  will  be  warmed  fometimes  with  the  dig- 
nity and  importance  of  his  fubjeit,  and  may  exprefs  him- 
felf  in  terms  rather  ftrong.  The  "  fume  fuperbiam"  of  a  poet 
is  feldom  feverely  examined.  It  is  an  extravaganza  at  moft, 
and  under  flood  as  fuch. 

Much  has  been  obferved  as  to  the  defeiR:  of  plan  in  my 
Poem.  I  will  fay  a  few  words.  I  wiih  not  to  vindicate, 
but  to  explain  myfelf.  The  object  of  the  whole,  in  a  View 
of  Literature.  The  Poem  itfelf  is  "  A  Cojiverfation  on 
«■'  the  various  objects  of  Literature,  in  a  very  extended 
*'  fenfe,  as  it  afFe6ts  public  order,  regulated  government, 
"  and  poiiihed  fociety."  Nothing  is  introduced  which  is 
not,  diredly  or  indiredly,  to  that  main  purpofe.  It  does 
not  appear  in  the  form  of  an  Epiflle,  a  mock-epick,  or  a 
dida6tick  poem. ;  but  as  a  converfation  in  which  fubjedts  are 
difcufTed,  as  they  arife  naturally  and  ^afily;  and"  the  notes 
i II uflrate  and  enforce  the  general  and  particular  doctrines. 
There  is  as  m'Jch  method  and  connection,  as  is  confiftent 
with  what  I  ftate  to  be  my  plan,  or  deftgn^  if  they  like  that 
word  better.  There  is  unity  in  the  defign.  Converfation  has 
|ts  lav/s,  brut  they  arepleafant,  not  fevere  reftraints.     Confuls 
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indeed  do  not  now  meet  Confals  in  Tufculum ;  and,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  the  fympouacks  at  Wimbledon  and  Hol- 
wood    have  not  too  much  feverity  of  method,  or  equality 
in  the  glailes.     I  am  willing  to  give  my  adverfaries  the  full 
benefit  of  the  farcaftick  pleafantry  of  Lord  Shaftelbury,  "  that 
"  it  would  be  a  belying  of  the  age,  to  put  fomuch  good  fenfe 
^'  together  in  any  one  converfation,  as  to  make  it  hold  out 
"  fleadily,  and  with  plain  coherence,  for  an  hour's  timef ." 
I  never  delired  to  exhauft  any  fubjeil,  but  to  leave  matter  for 
the  reader's  own  fuggeftion.     I  may  add,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  analyze  one  ofthemoftfiniflied  Satires  in  our  lan- 
guage.     I   mean  Pope's   Two  Dialogues,  or  as  they  are 
firangely  called,  the  Epilogue  to  the  Satires, 

I  am  reprefented,   as  having  threatened  any  perfon  who 
makes  enquiry  after  me  or  my  name.     It  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  do  fo.     I  faid,  "  it  will  be  more  than  foolifh  to  be  very 
inquifitive."     I  fay  fo  flillj   for  when  the  avenue  to  any 
knowledge  is  ftrongly  and  effedlually  clofed,  who  vi^ould  la- 
bour after  it  fruitlefsly  ?  To  wafte  our  time  to  no  manner  of 
ufe,  is  not  furely  one  of  the  difcriminating  marks  of  wifdom. 
I  maintain  it  boldly ;  no  man  has  a  right  to  demand  either 
my  name  or  my  fituation.     It  has  been  obferved  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  that  "  fome  might  fight,  but  others  would  alTaffinate." 
For  I  believe  I  have  no  real  enemies,  but  the  lovers  of  con- 
fufion  and  the  troublers  of  ftates.     I  will  acknowledge  it,  I 
came  armed  into  their  confines,  and  I  come  in  the  darknefs 
of  the  night.    But  if  I  were  required  or  called  upon  to  choofe 
iny  companion,  you  know  I  am  prepared  with  the  anfwer  oi 
Diomede, 
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And  if  I  am  forced  to  defcend  into  the  lower  regions  of  forrow  • 
and  confufion,  among  the  pretended  fpirits  of  anarchy  and  de-  . 
mocracy,  I  iliall  hope  for  the  fafe  conduft  of  the  Sybil.  She 
might  produce  the  branch  to  the  ferryman  of  France  and 
Tartarus.  I  would  wiih  her  to  exhibit  this  Poem,  as  the 
"  Dnnum  fatalis  virg?e,  longo  poft  tempore  vifum."  But 
to  leave  thefe  allufions.  My  book  is  open  to  all  the  ac- 
cumulated feverity  of  publiclc  criticifm  and  publick  re- 
prehenfion.  I  flirink  from  neither  of  them.  When  I 
am  wrong,  (I  have  never  been  fo  intentionally)  I  will 
correct  myfelf,  and  have  done  fo  frequently.  In  a  field  fo 
extenfive,  candour,  I  think,  will  allow  that  my  miftakes  have 
not  been  very  numerous. 

As  to  my  poetry  or  verfification,  it  was  not  written  as  a 
vehicle  for  the  notes,  but  the  notes  were  compofed  to  ac- 
company the  text.  I  offer  the  poetry  to  thofe  who  are 
converfant  with  the  ftrength,  fimplicity,  and  dignity  of 
Dryden  and  Pope,  and  them  alone.  I  fubmit  both  my 
Poems,  "  The  Purfuits  of  Literature,  and  The  Imperial 
Epiflle,"  in  this  fpirit  and  with  this  confidence  to  the  pub- 
lick.  There  are  men,  (and  women  too)  v^ho  underfland. 
But  as  to  the  lovers  of  exotick  poetry,  I  refer  them  to  the 
Botanick  Garden  of  Dr.  Darwin.  My  plants  and  flowers 
are  produced  and  cherifhed  by  the  natural  invigorating  in-, 
fluence  of  the  common  fun  j  I  have  not  raifed  them  by  arti- 
ficial heat. 

If  the  root  of  a  tree  is  found  and  vigorous,  you  flrengthen 
the  fhoots  by  repreffing  their  luxuriance.  I  approve  and 
would  uphold  our  facred  and  civil  eflablifhment.  I  would 
therefore  mark  the  aberrations  and  mifconduil  even  of  men 
of  talents  and  virtue,  who  compofe  it.  I  would  fhew,  that 
J  am  ftrittly;^ impartial.  I  can  cenfure,  with  difcrimination, 
even  when  I  generally  approve,  and  confider  nothing  but  the 
interefls  of  the  Hate  upon  the  whole.     It  is  to  mifunderftand 
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or  to  mifreprefent  me,  when  it  is  afferted  that  I  attack  alike 
friends  and  foes.  I  attack  no  man  in  his  individual  capaci- 
ty. I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  vanity  or  ixnjudicious  con- 
dli£l  of  friends,  but  as  they  affecl  the  community,  and  I  can 
have  no  perfonai  malignity  againft  thofe  of  whom  I  am  per- 
ilinally  ignorant.  But  they  (hall  neither  difturb  nor  over- 
thiiow  the  ftate  of  England,  civil  or  religious,  if  any  obferva- 
tions  of  mine  can  avail.  They  may  wi(h  to  know  me  j  but 
thty  may  depend  upon  it,  I  will  never  give  a  proof  of  my 
fpirit  at  the  expence  of  my  underftanding. — -I  muR-  now  pafs 
from  th;s  fubjedl. 

As  to  political  matters  we  iliall  never  want  Obfervers.  I 
.hate  deferters  of  their  duty  *  on  any  principle  whatever. 
But  I  fuppofe  fome  Statefmen  think,  there  is  a  laudable  ob- 
liquity and  a  feafonable  fear.  For  my  own  part  I  fhall  not, 
©n  this  occafion,  invjide  the  retreat  of  St.  Ann's  Hill,  or  vio- 
late the  purity  of  Drury  Lane.  Ifficch  Statefmen  are  refolv- 
ed  to  fee  at  once  both  the  Senate  and  the  Throne,  the  ".  Saevi 
*'  Spiracula  Ditis"  are  open  to  them;  they  may  defcend 
in  fafet)^,  and  difburthen  the  land.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  pofTeffion  of  abfolute  pou'er  is  in  the  reach  of 
Mr.  Fitt,  or  of  any  man.  But  the  continuance  of  fuch  a 
minifterin  onice  will  be  approved,  as  I  tliink,  ^/hile  the  k- 
curit)^,  and  independence,  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  the 
pariiament,  and  of  the  people  qf  Great  Britain,  are  main- 
tained a<5;ainlt:  the  tyrannical  pretenfions  of  pirates,  buccaT 
reerf,  and  plunderers.  1  v/ould  fay  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as  Cicero 
did  to  Torquatas,  "Tibi  nullum  periculum  elfe  perfpicio, 
^  quod  quidem.  fejuniium  fit  ab  omnium  interitu."f  T'hat 
minifter  has  not  looked  fubmiffively,  at  any  period  of  his: 
long   admini  11  ration,   ior  perfonai    proteciion  in  any  quar- 
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ten  There'  is  a  luudihood  about  the  man,  which  I  love. 
On  the  broad  general  queftion  of  the  time,  the  publicll 
efteem  has  been  commcnrurate  with  the  royal  approbation. 
In  this,  the  policy  of  the  clofct,  of  the  fenate,  and  of  the 
people,  feems  to  have  been  one.  I  am  fiire,  I  hope,  that 
wherever  Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  minifter  proceeds,  he  will  al- 
ways find  a  board  of  controul  5  nor  would  I  by  any  means 
difapprove  the  advice  of  an  honeft  Mandarin.  But  the 
ftairs  of  the  palace  have  now  but  one  flight;  the  gate  is  \\\ 
front,  and  the  afcent  direct.  The  noble  Marquis,  who  is 
now  no  more  in  office,  may  brood  fafely  over  beads  and  re- 
licks.  There  is  fome  propriety  in  this  an^aifement.  It  is 
pleafingto  preferve  the  memorial  of  departed  dignity.  In  mv, 
opinion,  the  Moor's  head  might  have  adorned  our  coin  with 
the  royal  Gallick  lillies,  though  the  Sovereignty  of  France 
and  Corfica  is  paiTed. 

I  can  ftand  aloof  from  the  fcene  itfelf,  but  I  am  no 
ftranger  to  the  moving  principle.  I  was  not  formed  to 
wait  in  the  anti-chamber  of  a  Duke  of  Lerma,  or  a  Don 
Calderone.  A  little  experience  is  fufficient  for  the  ob- 
ferving.  It  is  either  my  advantage,  or  my  misfortune^  noc 
to  have  adopted  any  profeffion.  I  never  could  decide  that 
point.  But,  as  you  well  knew,  I  framed  an  early  and  an 
undaunted  refolution,  (perhaps  not  wholly  juftifiable,  but 
certainly  not  degrading  to  the  chara6ler)  that  I  never  v/ould 
do  pergonal  fuit  and  fervice,  for  convenience  or  emolu- 
ment, to  any  man  however  high,  in  a  fubordinate  fcation. 
I  framed  that:  refolution;  I  adhered  to  it.  Privacy  is  my 
lot.  Be  it  fo:  it  is  the  foil  in  which  learning  and  reflec- 
tion flrike  deepeft.  In  thefe  days  it  is  my  deure  that  ob- 
fcurity  ftiould  gather  round  me.  Now  and  then  indeed,  the 
thoughts  of  times  which  are  no  more,  will  brino-  with  them 
a  cafual,  momentary,  doubtful  glimpfe  of  what  might  have 
been  J  and  often,  with  the  poet  of  Valclufa  by  the  fountain 
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of  Sorga,  I  have  regretted  fome  periods  of  Ina£livity,  not  of 
fiothj  which  have  pafied. 

Senza  levartnt  a  volo^  avend'io  I'ale, 
Per  darforje  de  ?7te  7ion  bajji  efempi- 
But  if  the  laurel,  which  I  have  now  planted,  fhould  thicken 
round  the  temple  of  my  retirement,  the  pillars  will  fupport  it. 
The  materials  are  folid,  and  the  ground  is  firm. 

I  have  indeed  a  few  memoirs  by  me,  written  in  other  days 
and  with  other  hopes,  and  if  I  could  polifh  the  ftyle,  and 
reduce  them  a  little  into  form,  I  am  convinced  they  would 
n'Ot  be  uninterefting.  "  Le  Roi  et  fes  Minljires  peutetre 
fe  fairolent  lire  ces  Memoir es.^  qui  ajfurement  ne  font  pas 
ceux  d'un  ignorant^'''  But  let  this  pafs  for  the  prefent.  I 
am  for  practicable  politicks.  I  would  not  be  driven  into 
meafures  from  which  there  is  no  retreat.  I  fmile  when  I 
am  told  of  love  and  hate  in  politicians  and  minifters.  Thefc 
are  paflions  which  they  never  felt.  Circumftances  alone 
unite  and  feparate  them.  I  would  wifh  to  a(5t  with  thofe 
ftatefman  who  would,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  the  digni- 
ty and  fafety  of  the  country,  by  a  timely  conceilion  and  a 
rational  departure  from  too  rigid  principles,  prevent  thofe 
calamities  which  refult  from  authority  without  power,  and 
expence  v/ithout  fupplies.  But  m^j  hour  for  treating  thefe 
fubjeils,  in  the  manner  I  propofe,  is  not  yet  come.  I  muft 
turn  to  other  thoughts  for  a  feafon. 

When  Philofophy  faw  the  Mufes  Handing  by  Boethius 
in  his  affliction,  fhe  fpoke  in  terms  of  fome  furprife  and 
indignation.f  In  our  time  this  indignation  would  have 
been  retorted  by  the  fifters  of  the  fong.  Philofophy  has 
appeared,  not  to  confole,  but  to  dejeft.  When  I  have 
read  and  thought  deeply  on  the  accumulated  horrors,  and 
all  the  gradations  of  wickednefs  and  mifery,  through  which 
the  modern  fyftematick  philofophy  of  Europe  has  con- 
duced 
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duflcd  her  illuminated  votaric?,  to  the  confines  of  political 
death  and  mental  darknefs,  my  mind  foi'  a  fpace  feels  a 
convLilfion,  and  fufFers  the  nature  of  an  infurredtion.  I 
look  around  mc.  I  look  to  human  adlions,  and  to  human 
principles.  I  confider  again  and  again,  what  is  the  nature 
and  efFecl  of  learning  and  of  inftrutStion :  what  is  the  doc- 
trine of  evidence,  and  the  foundation  of  truth.  I  afk  my- 
felf,  are  all  thefe  changed  ?  Have  the  moral  and  the  na- 
tural laws  of  God  to  his  creatures  another  bafis  ?  Has  the 
lapfe  of  fifty  years  made  an  alteration  in  Him,  who  is  de- 
clared to  be  THE  SAME  to  day,  yefterday^-  and  for  ever? 
Can  the  violence,  the  prefumption,  the  audacity,  the  ar- 
jogance,  the  tyranny  of  man,  drunk  with  felf-idolatry  and 
temporary  fuccefs,  change  the  nature  and  effence  of  God  and 
of  his  works,  by  calling  good  evil,  and  evil  good  ?  I  am  told, 
that  human  reafon  is  nearly  advanced  to  full  perfe6iion ;  I 
am  affured,  that  fhe  is  arrived  at  the  haven,  where  ihe  would 
be.  I  again  look  around  me.  I  afk,  where  is  that  haven  ? 
where  is  that  fteady  gale  which  has  conducted  her  ?  I  liften, 
but  it  is  to  the  tempell :  I  caft  my  view  abroad,  but  the  oce- 
an is  every  where  perturbed.  I  paufe  again.  Perhaps,  it  is 
"  the  wind  and Jrorm  fulfilling  his  ivordV 

I  refume  the  refledlions  of  fuffering  humanity  amid  the 
wreck  of  intelleft.  This  was  not  the  ancient  charader  of 
philofophy.  The  lovers  of  v/ifdom,  in  the  beft  ages  of 
Athens  and  of  Rome,  always  difccurfed  with  reverence 
and  fubmiffion  of  the  Author  and  Governor  of  the  world. 
They  conlldered  of  whom  they  fpoke.  If  they  turned  to 
the  origin  of  evil,  or  to  any  dark  and  unfathomable  quef- 
tion,  they yfr/?  called  upon  man  to  confider  the  limits  of  his 
underftanding.  They  warned  him,  with  moft  peculiar 
emphafis,  to  beware  of  thofe  «AvToi  aTrspas,  thofe  difficul- 
ties of  hard  folution,  which  are  but  increafed  bv  defences 
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or  arguments  ifl-cOnftrucled.  •  They  implored  him  affect- 
ionately, to  avoid  all  that  tends  to  overthrow,  to  trouble  of 
difturb  thofe  principles,  which  conducl:  to  peace  and  to 
right  a6lion.  Their  advice  was  to  ftrengthen  the  inteiledl;-, 
and  to  compofe  the  pailions,  not  by  braving  and  infulting 
the  all-powerful,  ali-,vife,  and  all-rnerciful  Creator,  but  by 
an  humble,  patient  enquiry  into  his  works,  and  by  fub- 
miffion  to  his  difpenfationSc  They  feemed  to  be  well 
aware,  that  to  him  v/ho  underftood  all  the  bearings  and 
relations  of  the  word,  Refignation  to  the  will  of  God  was 
the  whole  of  piety.  If  upon  fages  like  thefe  the  light  of 
revelation  fhould  appear,  as  the  regent  of  their  phi-* 
lofophical  day,  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  auguft, 
nothing  more  ennobling,  nothing  more  dignified.  Poetry 
and  philofophy  may  then  fpeak  a  language  worthy  of  them* 
fclves  • 

Altlus  Ms  nihil  eji  :  hcec  funt  fajligia  mundi  ! 
PuBLicA  NATURE  BOMU s  his  contenta  tenetur 
Finiius.^ 

When  vire  have  read  fuch  vvriters,  it  is  hardly  pofTible  not 
to  turn  from  m.odern  fcepticks  and  fciolifts  with  fome- 
thing  more  than  neglect.  If  to  their  philofophy.  they  add 
witticifm  and  ribaldry,  they  are  naufeous.  If  to  their  ri- 
baldry they  join  folly  and  grofs  ignorance,  they  Ihould  be 
driven  from  our  fellov/fhip  with  contempt.  The  conti- 
nued labours  of  the  arch  Theomachift  of  the  age,  the  re- 
ccfrds  of  that  perpetual  conflidl:  which  he  maintained,  during 
the  courfe  of  fifty  years  of  a  long  and  impious  life,  againffc 
the  fpiritual  "kingdoms  of  God  and  of  his  Chrift,"  and 
the  memorials  of  his  defolating  days,  will  ail  be  entombed 
in  the  French  Pantheon   with  the  mouldering  remnant  of 

bis 
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his  bones.f  Dujl  to  clnj}^  cijhcs  toajha!  He  fowed  unty 
the  flelh,  and  of  the  flcfh  he  and  Ids  difciples  have  reaped 
death  and  corruption.  All  the  minor  powers  of  infidelity,  > 
anarchy,  fedltion,  rebellion,  and  democracy,  may  yet  be 
difperfed  In  England:  from  their  leaders  Voltaire,  D'Alem- 
bert,  and  Condorcet,  to  the  vulgar  illiterate  blafphemy  of 
Thomas  Paine,  and  the  contemptible  nonfenfe  of  William 
Godw^in.  I  feel  for  mankind  when  they  are  infulted  by  fuch 
v/riters.  I  make  common  caufe  with  all  my  fellow  creature^, 
and  call  upon  them  to  rally  round  the  conftitution  of  our 
human  nature,  and  to  fupport  its  dignity. 

From  writers  of  this  charafter,  my  thoughts  are  direiled 
to  the  profeflbrs  of  that  fuperflittous  corruption  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  which  originally  gave  occafion  to  thofe  attempt?, 
to  which  it  has  pleafed  Providence  to  permit  a  tempo- 
rary fuccefs,  to  fcourge  the  nations  of  Europe.  I  am  fare 
the  plain  fimplicity  of  the  Proteftant  religion  of  England 
could  never  have  fuggefl:ed  fo  daring,  fo  extenfivea  pro- 
je£l.  I  have  theref  ire  fpoken  at  large  of  the  Roman 
Catholick  religion,  and  its  profeflbrs,  and  the  emigrants  and  , 
French  priefts.  From  fome  obfervations  I  have  heard  and 
feen  on  this  part  of  my  work,  you  may  remember  I  v/as 
tempted  to  think,  that  I  had  advanced  fomething  new  on  this 

b  fubjea. 


•f  To  the  writings  of  Voltaire  the  ftrong  words  of  Eufebins 
are  applicable  :  "  Avrca  ut  TOY  ©ECMAXOY  f  a-i-at,  ewi  y.ay.ia.c  ^ayti. 
utycc^av^nuevB,    xai  t«;  'n'ooi  ts  Ti]/»aT»  toi?  K7y£?-oi?  iroccuoo^uaoi.i  lav 

eiKHunTiV,  KXi  'TTOLV   TO  Tf*  av'-OWKuv  yivo^   oayaiit^Biv  y.cn    f/.Br cx,a Trio Hv  7-/;? 

•TTfoTifcv  evTx^ia;  cc'^Tu^^siiix.tji^zyd."     Eufeb.  Demonftrat,   Erang. 
Lib.  4.  Sea  9. 
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fubjecl.  I  am  fure  the  principles  are  as  old  and  as  moderate 
as  thofe  of  the  Reformation.  I  know  that  every  page  of  our 
hiftory  confirms  their  truth.  Have  we  forgotten  the  hiftory 
of  that  Reformation?  Is  "the  Prefervative  againft  Popery" 
buried  in  oblivion  and  unmerited  negledl?  Do  we  remember 
Mede,  and  Chillingworth,  and  Hooker,  and  Tillotfon,  and 
Hoadly,  and  Sherlock?  Can  we  pafs  by  the  phalanx  of 
Statefmen,  and  Bifhops,  and  Lawyers,  who  ftood  forth  in 
1688?  What  I  have  advanced  is  in  fubftance  very  old ;  in 
manner  it  may  perhaps  be  new.  All  I  have  advifed,  is  on  the 
fide  of  caution.  I  only  declared  and  pronounced  folemnly 
in  the  face  of  my  country,  that  A  College  of  Romish 
Priests,  of  a  religion  hoftile  in  principle  and  in  aftion 
too,  whenever  it  has  the  power,  againft  the  eftablifhed 
church  of  this  kingdom,  Jhould  not  be  fet  upon  a  hill,  and 
authorifed  and  maintained  by  the  minifters  of  the  crown, 
and  the  publick  money  of  the  land.  They  have  been  dif- 
perfed  fince  that  warning  was  given.  I  only  faid,  let  fup- 
port  be  adminiftered  to  them  privately,  and  in  detached 
fituatlons.  I  have  pity  for  them,  and  relief  too,  according 
to  my  ability.  But,  "  though  I  give  all  my  goods  (faid 
the  Apoftle)  to  feed  the  poor  and  the  diftrefled,  and  have  not 
Charity^  it  proftteth  me  nothing."  What  does  he  mean  ? 
He  furely  means  fomething.  Alms  alone,  it  feems,  how- 
ever liberal,  however  extended,  neither  are,  nor  can  be, 
the  whole  or  the  eflence  of  chrlftian  charity.  They  are 
indeed  a  material  part,  and  one  of  the  beft  external  proofs 
of  its  exiftence.  Charity  is  in  reality  a  principle  of  general 
fafety,  of  klndnefs,  of  adlive  benevolence,  of  difcernment, 
of  prudence,  of  moderation,  and  of  guarded  virtue.  It 
originated  from  Him,  who  commanded  his  difciples  to 
afTume  the  innocence  of  the  dove,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  fer- 
pent.     We  may  depend  upon  it;  the  fyftem  of  Chriftianity 


C       XIX       ) 

is  not  incohfiftent  with  itftlf,     Surelv  this  is  not  to  teach 
perfccution  or  intolerance.     My  language  an  1  arguments  are 
defigned  only  to  fiiew,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  fyflem  of  Popery 
yet  remains  unaltered   in  its  great  and  leading  principles. 
If  it  perijhes^  it  tuill  perifh  altogether.     I  love  toleration,  in 
the  conftitutional  fenfe  of  the  word,  as  much  as  the  moft  de- 
figning  patriot  of  the  d-iy :   but  indifferent  to  the  publick 
form  of  religion  is  the  firfl  ftep  to  iis  negled,  and  to  its  con- 
fequent  abolition.     I  cannot  think  it  a  mark  of  intolerance, 
when  I  deprecate  the  revival  of  the  Romilh  iupcrftition  in 
England.     There  is  an  enthufiafm,  an  upyajs-^^o,-,  in  the  pro- 
feffors  of  it  which,  I  knov/,  never  forfakes  them.     It  is  active, 
where  its  influence  can  hardly  be  fuppofed.     It  is  faid  to  per- 
vade even  the  fquabbles  of  a  fociety  fet  apart  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  national  antiquity.     With  a  cat-like  watch,  it 
peers  and  pries  over  every  paper  on.  ecclefiafiical    reliques, 
and  garbles  the  flighteft  carnal  eftufions  of  proteftant  zeal, 
before  it  is  prefented  to   the  world.     If  it  cannot  be   openly 
recommended,  it  will  eiTeclually  guard  againfc  the  leafl  re- 
proach or  iniinuation  of  its  fubtlety.     Romifh  Baronets  will 
be  bufy,  and  Romifh  Priefts  will  meddle.     Perhaps  the  Se- 
cretary of  that  fociety  knov/s,  whether  thefe  hints  are  true 
and  juftifiable.     It  furely  will  be    underftood,  I    am  only 
fpeaking  of  the  fpirit  and  tendency  of  the  fyfie?n  itfef.     I 
would  carry  Charity  with  me  in  my  heart  and  in  my  hand, 
but  I  know  that  charity  is,  and  muft  be,   confiflent  with  a 
love  to  my  country,  and  to  her  rights,  civil  and  religious.  If 
I  am  wrong,   I  fear,  I  mufl  continue  fo.     I  have  yet  ktn.  no 
argument  to  fliake  my  conviilion. 

I  would  fay  a  ^sw  words  on  another  part  of  my  work. 
I  have  been  under  the  neceffity,  at  leaft  as  I  thouo-ht,  of 
appealing  for  illuflration  to  writers  of  all  ages  and  in  va- 

b  2  rJous 
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i-'ious  langu.:g6s.  There  is  an  appearance  of  oflentation  in 
it,  to  which  I  muft  fubmit.  I  certainly  am  of  opinion 
with  Cafaubon,  that  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  "  facere  ali- 
"  quid  ad  veram  pietatem  feu  doftrinam,  Graeca'  potius 
«  quam  alia  lingua  loqui."t  Certainly  not.  But  to  enforce 
and  to  illuftrate  any  pofition,  and  language  of  poets,  and 
the  dignity  and  fpirit  of  ancient  eloquence  and  hiftory,  in 
the  ori2;inal  words,  are  of  no  mean  affiftance.  The  nature 
and  full  force  of  this  work  could  not  have  been  fuflained 
Vt^ithout  the  notes,  in  which  the  moll  important  fubje6ts, 
facred,  moral,  and  political,  are  occafionally  difcufled.  But 
I  have  generally  given,  in  Engllfh,  the  fubftance  of  the  allu- 
fions,  contained  in  the  learned  languages  which  are  brought 
forward. 

I  would  not  have  any  one  think,  that  an  appeal  to  the 
higheft  poets  of  modern  Italy  is  either  trifling  or  difgrace- 
fal.  No  man  ever  felt  the  power  of  poetry,  if  he  refufed 
bis  homage  to  Dante,  Petrarch,  Ariofto,  and  TafTo;  I  mean, 
if  their  language  was  familiar  to  him.  In  their  primal  poet 
there  is  an  originality  and  a  hardihood  of  antiquity.  His  foul 
was  dark  and  fallen ;  it  was  proud  and  full  of  his  wrongs. 
Frons  laeta  parum  et  dejeclo  lumina  vultu.  He  pafied 
through  imaginary  realms  without  the  fun,  to  the  confines 
of  light  and  hope.  The  day  fhone  full  upon  him,  and  the 
beams  were  from  on  high.  His  draught  of  man  and  his  pafii- 
ons  is  eternal.  His  language  was  like  himfelf,  deep  and  full 
of  matter :  its  flrength  and  harmony  may  be  bed  exprefled 
by  his  Tufcan  brother : 

Afpro 


f  Is.  Cafaub.  Exercitat.  i5  ad  Annates  Ecclefiaft.  Baronii. 
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Alpro  concento,  orribile  armonia 
D'alte  qiierele,  d'ululi,  e  di  ftrida, 
Iftranamente  concordar  f'udia  !f 

As  to  Petrarch  ;  we  are  led  by  every  milder  feeling  to  the  re- 
treat of  Valclura.  The  drain  of  the  poet  is  yet  fofter  than 
the  breeze,  or  the  murmur  of  his  fountain.^  Yet  was  he 
not  without  energy.  His  fubjedl  v>^as  Ibmetimes  high  and 
holy.  He  was  familiar  with  death,  and  his  breathings  were 
after  immortality.  He  too  could  defcribe  the  difruptmi  ofilie 
tmral  veil^  and  the  departure  of  the  foul, 

SvegUata  fra  gU  fplrti  eletti^ 
Ove  nel  fuo  Fattor  f  Ahna  f  interna  ! 

I  will  not  purfue  this  theme;  and  of  Arioflo  and  TaiTo 
it  .would  be  idle  to  fpeak.  But,  by  the  way,  I  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  three  greateft  mafters  of  heroic  verfe,  in 
unlaboured  eafe  and  flo«*ing  dignity,  are  to  my  apprehen- 
fion  and  judgment,  Homer,  Ariofto,  and  the  glory  of 
Spain,  Alonzo  d'Ercilla.  I  have  without  intention  indeed, 
but  with  the  privilege  of  a  letter,  defcanted  a  little  on  a  fa- 
vourite incidental  topick.  For  when  I  hear  the  language  of 
Italy,  under  thefe  mighty  mafters,  called  frivolous  and  light, 
I  cannot  pafs  it  without  a  moment's  vindication.  In  my 
opinion  they  ftrengthen  and  harmonize  both  the  intellect: 
and  the  ear.     My  references  to  them  are  however  very  few. 

I  am 


f  Arioflo.  O.  F.  c.  1 6. 

i  *  riaVi^  awo  Twv  ivuoi<7r<x,'ru]v  Xn^xuvuv  ccvca.  th;  iiS'ncc  car'  ccvrr,; 
(pifiTM.  Such  is  the  harmonious  profe  which  diftinguifhes  the 
critical  writings  of  the  great  Halicarnaffian.  Epift.  ad  Cn. 
Pompeium.  dePlatone.  Seft.  z. 
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I  am  told,  I  am  forgiven  for  my  Latin ;  but  for  the  Greek, 
not  fo  eafily.  In  this  particular  indeed,  lam  rather  furprif- 
ed  that  no  man  of  wit  hzs  fiid  of  my  .  notes,  "They  are 
"  GiCek  invocations  to  call  fools  into  a  circle."+  Certain- 
ly there  vi'-ill  be  Halos  round  the  brighteft  lamina:  ies ;  and  it 
mufl  be  GonfeiTed,  that  many  of  my  notes  have  fuch  a  cir- 
cular appe-irance.  If  fome  galled  theologian  were  difpof- 
ed  to  banter,  and  to  queflion  the  validity  of  my  Greek 
ordination,  he  would  perhaps  fbrewdly  remind  me  of  the 
Council  of  Florence  in  1439,  when  the  Greek  and  Latin 
churches  propofed,  aS  a  principle  of  imion,  that  the  Greeks 
fhould  alter  their  manufcripts  from  the  Latin.  He  might 
alfo  tell  me  of  the  celebrated  "  Fcedus  cum  Graecis,"  fo 
well  known  an.ong  the  facred  manufcript  criticks.  And  if 
I  were  to  adduce  from  the  great  Erafmus,  my  "  Capita  ar- 
"  gumentorum  contra  morofos  quofdam  et  indo61:os"§;  I 
fhould  be  reminded  by  Dr.  Parr,  that  I  have  not  the  eru- 
dition of  Erafmus,  or  the  gentle  manners  of  the  ferene 
Sepulveda.  Mr.  Knight  would  remand  me  to  the  Greek 
alphabet  (to  any  one,  I  hope,  but  his  own),  and  his  modefl-y 
would  attempt  fome  jucundity  from  the  Lufus  Priapi.  I  will 
endure  them  all.     I  have  patience  and  pity  too. 

I  know  you  were  furprifed,  when  you  found  me  befet 
with  poet  iflers,  and  rhetoricians,  and  commentators,  and  old 
leventh  form  boys,  that  1  was  fo  patient.  In  truth  I  thought 
th?re  nii2;ht  be  fome  remedy.  Yet  I  will  own,  that  when  I 
fee  fo  many  heads  around  me  deprived   of  the  fubftance 

of 


I  Shakfpeare's  As  you  like  it.  aft  2, 
§  Nov.  Teft.  by  Eiafmus  in  1595.   5th  Edit. 
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of  fenfe,  I  am  perpetually  calling  for  the  ampolla  of  Aftolpho, 
that  facred  veffcl  which  he  brought  from  the  upper  regions. 

"  Che  tempo  e  ormai,  ch'  ai  capi  voti  o  7nacri 
*'  Di  fenno^  fifoccorri  con  /'  ampolla  §. 

But  I  fhould  have  too  much  on  my  hands,  and  I  recall  my 
wifli.  In  the  political,  as  well  as  in  the  mere  literary  v/orld, 
there  is  more  to  do  in  that  way  than  I  can  attempt. 

A  few  drops  from  this  ampolla  might  now  and  then,  on  par- 
ticular occafions,  fall  on  the  minifter  himfelf,  who  how  in 
his  taxes  appears  as  the  political  HecateJ,  or  Diana,  in  their 
triple  forms.  Some  of  it  alfo,  might  be  fpared  for  Earl  Fitz- 
william  with  good  efFedl;  but  I  fhould  be  unwilling  to  wafte 
the  precious  liquor  on  the  noble  head  of  his  Grace  of  Bed- 
ford. Some  crefts  are  indeed  vulnerable :  but  the  conftituti- 
on  is  fo  radically  impaired,  that  when  the  head  is  once  open- 
ed, it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  clofmg  it.  Mr.  Home  Tooke, 
for  inftance,  is  out  of  the  reach  of  art.  I  would  only  fet  up 
the  hidental  at  the  bookfeller's  door  at  Wimbledon.  It  will 
at  leaft  ferve  as  a  land-mark  for  the  French,  on  their  firft 
invafion.     As  to  the  mendlciy  tiiimi.^  balatrones^  what  can  be 

done  ? 


§  Arlofto  O.  F.  Cant.  38. 
X  Hecate  is  termed  in  the  Argonauticks  of  Orpheus, 

TpKTo-ojiapijt'O^  Mnv.,  oXoo)i  T£p«?,  art  oa-vnov, 

TafTcc^oTroiK;  Ejcktij  .'  (v.  974.)  Edit.  Efchenback.  p.  66. 
For  the  Diana  Tp(|tAop!pei,  look  at  the  gems  of  Fulvius  Urfinus. — 
It  is  odd,  that  Lycophron,  in  all  the  darknefs  of  his  prophecick 
fong,  chanting  forth  the  powers,  «?  -Api?;  s(piKxroy  couples  together 
Bellona  and  Minerva,  "  Kai  h'  Ewij,  y.M  Tfiyemr,TO(;  0£«.  Caffand. 
V.  519 — What  is  the  allegory  ?  It  feems  as  if  war  and  wifdom 
might  be  joined  together  j  but  the  fooner  the  union  can  be  diflblv- 
ed,  the  better. 
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done  ?  The  moft  Infamous  are   the  moft  contented.     But 
there  are  minor   members  of  the  great  democratick  bodyj 
and  all   have  not  tne  fame  office.     Yet  there  is  a  marvel- 
lous ufe  (and  they  underftand  it  better  than  we  do)  in  that 
which  every  joint  fupplieth.     I   fiiould  leave  Mr.  Tierney 
fa),  with  fome  little  hope,  to  the  difcipline  of  Cocker  and 
Oldfield  {b).     He  may  perhaps  improve  in  calculation  ;  but 
I  think  it  will  be  fome  time  before  his  anti-profeflional  prat- 
tle will   impofe  on  another  boy-committee  on  a  contefted 
ele6tion.     The  drops  of  the  ^/?z/)(?//tf  would  never  penetrate 
the  thick  rotundity  of  Mr.  NichoUs  (c);  but  they  might 
inlinuate  themfelves   through   the  zig-zag  crevices  of  Sir 
John  Sinclair's  head.     If  we  pafs  to  fubje£ls  of  lighter  mo- 
ment, even  the  Bavian  drops  from  Mr.  Gifford  have  fallen 
off,  like  oil,  from  the  plumage  of  the  Florence  and  Crufcan 
geefe.     At  home  alfo,  I  am  forry  that  his  fuccefs  is  imperfect. 
I  am  told,  that  Mr.  Greathead  and  Mr.  Merry  yet  write  and 
talk;  and  Mr.  Jerningham  (poor  man  I)  ftill  continues 
Jillier  than  his  Jheep. 


But  a  truce  to  this  badinage.  Like  the  "Warrior  of  Ithaca, 
I  would  appear  but  for  a  feafon,  and  for  a,  peculiar  purpofe, 
in  fuch  a  garb.  It  is  neceffary  now  to  afTume  thofe  higher 
funilions  to  which  I  am  called,  to  claim  for  myfelf,   and  to 

vindicate 


{a)  M.  P.  for  the  Borough.  {h)  An  obfciire  writer  on  the 

^Boroughs.    '*  The  fad  hiftoridn  of  that  tainted  plain."       {c)M 
\'.  for  Tregony. 
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vindicate  the  a-vv^mov  MoKrasn  xTiai'oi',  §  the  undoubted  right  and 
hereditary  dignity  of  the  Satirick  mufe, 

AATO  A'Eni  MliFAN  OTAON  !  ix'""  ^'o"  «'^«  (pocpir^nv 
Jut  cfjivrXeiYiv'  raxia,<;  ^    ly/ivca-v   o»i7TS5 

AfTtf  TTpOO-Sf   TTOdWV.j" 

I  had  once  a  thought,  as  you  advifed  me,  of  analyfing  the 
following  poem.  But  to  what  efFedl,  and  for  what  ufe  ?  To 
men,  like  you,  it  is  needlefs  or  prefumptuous :  to  others,  it 
is  fuperfluous.  I  am  indeed  confident,  that  when  all  the 
perfonal  objecls  of  my  praife  or  cenfure  fhall  have  pafled  from 
the  fcene,  this  work  will  be  found  to  contain  principles  of 
government,  polity,  religion,  morality,  education,  criticifm, 
poetry,  and  literature,  worthy  of  being  tranfmitted  to  ano- 
ther age.  I  have  indeed  already  faid  much :  but  I  think,  I 
have  fomething  more  to  ofFer  to  my  country,  if  ftrength  and 
health  (not  according  to  my  deferts,  but  through  that  mercy 
which  I  humbly  and  daily  acknowledge  and  revere)  fhould 
gracioufly  be  extended  and  continued  to  me.  I  mean,  if  I 
fee  a  proper  occafion  to  prefent  it,  and  if  England  (hould  not 
be  abforbed  in  the  vortex  and  abhorred  gulph  of  democracy 
and  tyranny. 

Still  perhaps  I  am  incautious  in  my  words.  I  can  promife 
little.  However  that  may  be,  my  principle  is  and  ever  has 
been  that,  "no  Man  liveth  unto  himself,"  for  his 
own  little  pleafures,  or  mean  gratifications,  or  low  unworthy 
paffions,  the  dirty  family  of  felfifhnefs,  v/hich  by  the  law 
of  Providence,  defeats   its  own  purpofes.     I  fpeak  not  of 
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a  romantickj  impra£licable,  general  good,  butofthefpecifick 
benefit  which  an  individual  may  and  can  confer  on  his  fellow- 
creatures  in  his  own  limited  fphere  of  a6tIon,  by  a  continued 
exertion  of  the  faculties  or  talents  with  which  he  finds  and 
feels  himfelf  intrufted. 


Well  wifhers  to  their  country  are,  above  all  things,  defi- 
rous  of  the  Heady  light  of  Literature,  and  of  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high.  Yet  whether  they  or  we  may  hope,  the  ho- 
rizon may  perhaps  be  now  illuminated  with  its  departing 
beams.  I  will  yet  ftrivetobe  full  of  hope:  though  in  fome 
palling  moments  of  dejeilion,  the  llrain  of  the  Florentine 
poet,  in  all  its  melancholy  harmony,  dwells  on  my  ear: 
Penfa^  che  quejio  di  mai  non  raggiorno!\  But  let  us  ftill  con- 
template the  glory  which  was  caft  round  other  times.  I 
will  therefore  conclude  this  letter,  by  complying  with  your 
requeft  in  offering  you  a  very  few  ideas  on  the  f/w'^  Satirifls 
of  ancient  and  of  modern  fame.  I  may  be  fingular  perhaps ; 
but  if  I  except  LuciLius,  (who  is  known  to  us  only  by  de- 
tached lines  and  fhort  pafiages)  in  my  opinion,  the  fullnefs 
,  of  that  glory  never  flione  hut  on  six  poets:  "Quos  orbe 
fub  omni  Jam  vix  feptena  numerat  fapientia  fama."  The 
chara6ler  of  LuciLius,  the  inventor  of  Satire,  was  refpedt- 
ed  by  Scipio  and  Laelius.  They  were  his  friends.  Poetaf- 
ters,  rhetoricians,  and  even  men  of  high  quality  andof  con- 
fular  rank,  were  often  the  fubjects  of  his  cenfure.  I  know 
not  what  a  modern  French  Directory  might  do  with  a  man  of 
his  charatSler;  but  Lucilius  enjoyed  refpecSt  and  impunity 
in  the  Roman  Republick.      Horace  in  the  politelt  age, 
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under  tlie  defpoiifin  of  Auguftus,  infinuated  himfelf  inlt)  the 
graces  of  the  Emperor;  yet  he  was  peculiarly  ftudious  to 
mark  the  obnoxious,  foolifli,  or  wictccd  charaftcrs  of  his 
a'ge.  He  was  careful  not  to  be  mifunJorftood,  He  fioted 
the  name,  the  profeflion,  and  the  rank  of  ihofe  whom  he 
devoted  to  undying  ridicule,  or  configncd  to  the  eternity  of 
fame.  Auguftus  and  Maecenas  well  kjiew  the  value  of  fuch 
a  poet.  They  looked  to  the  ftability  of  government  and  the 
empire  of  good  fenfe,  and  found  them  intimately  connected 
with  literature  and  poetry.  In  the  time  of  Nero  and  Trajan, 
Juvenal  and  Perfius  exerted  a  feverity  without  playfulnefs, 
and  veiled  themfelves  in  obfcurity,  yet  without  being  mifun- 
derftood.  They  applied  directly  and  irrefiftibly  to  the  inmoit 
feelings  of  the  heart,  callous  and  depraved  as  it  was.  The 
writers  were  either  fpared  or  negleded;  but  their  works 
were  admired  and  circulated.  I  know  the  perfon  to  whom 
I  am  now  addrefling  myfelf  too  well,  to  enter  into  a  criti- 
cifm  on  Horace,  Juvenal  or  Perfius.  Ivlr.  Dryden  indeed 
has  done  it  already. 

An  interval  of  ages  paiTed,  dark  and  barbarous.  The 
power  of  Satire,  in  its  full  and  legitimate  ftrength,  was  never 
again  felt  till  the  reigh  of  LolIs  the  fourteenth  of  France. 
Then  appeared  a  Poet,  fecond  to  none  of  his  predeceiibrs. 
A  philofopher  without  being  v/oi-dy,  the  friend  of  fenfe  and 
of  virtue,  a  gentleman  in  principle,  independent  in  fpirit,  and 
fearlefs  of  enemies,  however  powerful  from  their  malignity, 
or  formidable  from  their  rank.  This  extraordinary  man  was 
BoiLEAU.  If  I  am  not  deceived,  there  is  fometh/ng  in  all 
his  compofitions  fo  finiftied,  fo  removed  from  conceit  and 
forced  thought ;  fuch  an  ardent  zeal  for  propriety  in  fenti- 
ment  and  in  expreilion ;  fuch  a  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  the 
human  charadter,  when  undebafsd  ;  fach  a  hatred  of  hypo- 
crifyj  fuch  a  love  of  puiicy;  fuch  an  abhorrence  of  all  pro- 
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fanenefs  and  indecency,   and  even  of  indelicacy;   that  lam 
not  able  to  name  a  man  whofe  works,  as  a  poet  and  a  critick, 
may  be  read  aad  ftudied  with  equal  advantage.     Even  his 
compliments,  though  rather  lofty,  to  Louis  the  fourteenth, 
are  all  conceived  in  the  language  of  a  gentleman  and  a  man 
of  genius,  who  feels  that  he  is  conferring  honour,  not  receiv- 
ing it.     The  majefty  of  the  French  monarch,  in  that  culti- 
vated age,  was  furely  as  worthy  of  homage  as  the  deity  of  the 
Roman  Augufl:us.  To  read  the  works  of  Eoi lea u  with  full 
advantage,  fome  accuracy  of  knowledge,  and  fome  infight 
into  the  delicacyof  the  aw^r/Vwf  French  language  are  required. 
(I  call  their  language  ancient^   which  exifted  before  the  re- 
volution, for  I  fcarce  underfland  the  modern  democratick  jar- 
gon.    Grave  virus  munditias  pepulit.-)     It  is  alfo  necefTary 
to  have  a  perception  of  the  peculiar  caft  of  the  French  poe- 
try, and  of  the  conftru6lion  of  the  verfe.     An  allowance  muft 
be  made  for  the  language  itfelf,  which  is  not  poetical  as  con- 
tradiftinguifhed  to  profe,  but  forcible,  terfe,  and  well  adapted 
to  the  condenfation  of  fatirical  expreffion.     As  a  writer,  I 
think  him  original.     What  he  has  borrowed,  he  almpft  feems 
to  have  reftored  to  its  proper  place.     He  alternately  afTumes 
the  characters  of  the  three  great  Romans.     He  maintains  an 
honourable   conteft  for  the  maflery.     Equal  to  either  of  them 
taken  fmgly,  and   in  the  merit  of  compofition,  fometimes 
their  fuperior.     He  is  their  true  and  lawful  brother.     There 
is  a  fraternal  league  between  them,  which  no  friend  to  good 
literature,  good  poetry,  and  good  manners,  will  ever  fufFer 
to  be  broken. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  period,  after  fome  momentary  gleams 
and  flrong  flaOies  in  the  horizon.  Satire  arofe  in  England. 
When  I  name  Dryden,  I  comprehend  every  varied  excel- 
lence of  our  poetry.  In  harmony,  flrength,  modulation, 
rythm,  energy,  he  iiril  difplayed  the  full  power  of  the  Englifli 
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language.     My  bufinefs  with  him  at  prefcnt,   is  only  as  a 
Satirift.     I  will  be  brief:  I  fpeak  to  the  intelligent.     He  was 
the    firft   poet  who  brought  to  peifeilion,    what   I  would 
term,  "  The  Allegory  of  Satire."     Fables,  indeed,  and  apo- 
logues, and  romances,   have  always  been  the  moft  ancient 
modes  of  reproof  and  cenfurc.     It  was  the  peculiar  happinefs 
of  Dryden  to  give  an  eternal  fenfe  and  intereft  to  fubj  e£ts 
which  are  tranfitory.     He  placed  his  fcene  on  the  ground  of 
a6tual  hiftory.     The  reader  of  every   age  has  an  intereft  in 
the  delineation  of  charadlers  and  names,  which  have  been  fa- 
miliar to  him  from  his  earlieft  years.     He  is  already  prepar- 
ed, and  feels  a  preddeillon  for  the  fubjc^lt.     This  accommo- 
dation of  ancient  charadters  to   exifting  perfons   has  a  pe- 
culiar force  in  the  age  to  which  it  is  addreffedj  and  pofterity 
reads  with  delight  a  poem  founded  on  priftine  ftory,  and  il- 
luftrated  by  the  records  of  modern  times.     Dryden's  power 
of  Satire  has  been  generally  acknowledged   in  his  Mac- 
Flecknoe:  but  his  mafter-piece  is  that  wonderful  and  un- 
equalled performance,  Abfdom  and  Achitophel.       He  pre- 
fents  to  us  an  heroick  fubjeiSt  in  heroick  numbers,   a  well- 
conftruSed  allegory,  and  a  forcible  appeal  to  our  beft  feel- 
ings and  paffions.     He  paints  the  horrors  of  anarchy,  fedi- 
tion,  rebellion,   and  democracy,  with  the  pencil  of  Dante, 
or  of  Michael  Angelo,  and  he  gives  the  fpeeches  of  his  he- 
roes with  the  ftrength,  propriety  and  correflnefs  of  Virgil. 
It  is  Satire  in  its  highcft  form:   but  it  is  Satire  addrelTed  to 
the  few.   It  is  not  adapted  to  the  general  efFecl  of  this  fpecies 
of  poetry.     In  my  opinion,  Dryden  has  not  the  ftyle  and  man- 
ner of  Horace,  or  Juvenal,  or  Perfius,  or  Boileau.     Pope 
called  him  '■^  unhappy.,"  from  the  loofenefs  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived.     He  has  enthuiiafm,  majefty,  ferioufnefs,  feverity, 
gravity,  ftrength  of  conception,  and   boldnefs  of  imagery. 
But  fprightlinefs,  gaiety,  an  eafy  badinage,  an  occanonal 
playfulnefsj  fo  nece^ary  to  the  general  effedl  of  fatirical  poe- 
try, 
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try,  were  all  wanting  to  him.  Perhaps  his  genius  was  too 
fublime.  He  could  not,  or  he  would  not,  defcend  to  the 
minutjjs  which  are  often  required,  the  anecdotes,  and  the  paff- 
in*  traits  of  the  time.  His  fatire  had  an  original  charatSler. 
It  was  the  ftrain  of  Archilochus  founding  from  the  lyre  of 
Aleaeus, 

The  fixth  and  laft  of  this  immortal  Brotherhood,  in  the 
fullnefs  of  time,  and  in  the  maturity  of  poetical  power,  came 
Pope.  All  that  was  wanting  to  his  illuftrious  predecefTor 
found  its  confummation  in  the  genius,  knowledge,  correct 
fenfe,  and  condenfation  of  thought  and  expreffion,  which  dif- 
tinguiOi  this  poet.  The  tenour  of  his  life  was  peculiarly  fa- 
vourable to  his  office.  He  hzAfirJi  cultivated  all  the  flowery 
grounds  of  poetry.  He  had  excelled  in  defcription,  in  pafto- 
ral,  in  the  pathetick,  and  in  general  criticifm  ;  and  had  given 
an  Engliih  exiftence  in  perpetuity  to  the  Father  of  all  poetry. 
Thus  honoured,  and  with  thefe  pretenfions,  he  left  them  all 
for  that  excellence,  for  which  the  maturity  of  his  talents  and 
judgment  (o  eminently  defigned  him.  Familiar  with  the 
.  great;  intimate  vv'ith  the  polite  ;  graced  by  the  attentions  of 
the  fair ;  admired  by  the  learned  ;  a  favourite  with  the  nati- 
on ;  independent  in  an  acquired  opulence,  the  honourable 
product  of  his  genius  and  induilry;  the  companion  of  perfons 
diflinguiihed  for  birth,  high  fafhion,  rank,  wit,  or  virtue;  re- 
fident  in  the  center  of  all  ptiblick  information  and  intelligence ; 
every  avenue  to  knowledge,  and  every  mode  of  obfervation 
were  open  to  his  curious,  prying,  piercing,  and  unwearied 
intelleci.  His  works  are  fo  generally  read  and  ftudied,  that  I 
Ihould  not  merely  fatigue,  but  I  fhould  almoft  infult  you  by 
fuch  a  needlefs  difquifition.     I  fhall  therefore  conclude. 

As  a  difciple  of  thefe  great  mafters,  and  full  of  that  fpirit 
which  an  unbroken  and  an  honourable  intimacy  with  their 
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works  has  infpired,  I  now  prcfent  niyfelf  a  votary  at  their 
temple;  and  in  feme  meafure  clothed  in  the  robes  of  their  he- 
reditary priefthood,  I  would  alfo  enter,  and  offer  my  oblation 
at  the  high  altar  of  my  country.  But  if,  unworthy  of  this 
hallowed  Invcllment  and  interior  miniftry,  the  door  of  the 
fiin^luary  is  clofcd  upon  me;  I  fliall  retire  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  with  devotion  unimpaired  worfhip  in  the  veftibule. 
Yet  can  beft  judge  of  my  motives,  who  have  known  moft 
intimately  the  nature  and  extent  of  my  ftudies,  f  jlitary  fo  long 
in  their  acquirement,  and  now  publick  at  laft  in  their  appli- 
cation znd  in  their  end.  With  a  neceffary  indulgence  for  all 
my  frailties,  vices,  errors,  follies,  and  imperfections,  and  with 
the  partiality  of  frienddiip,  you,  and  fuch  as  you,  may  per- 
haps allow  me  to  apply  to  myfelf,  with  fome  little  variation, 
the  words  of  the  moll:  fervid  poet  of  antiquity: 

Non  tenues  ignavo  pollice  chordas 
Fulfo.,  i'ed  j^ur unci  refidens  in  margine  templi 
Audax  nagnorum  tumulis  adcanto  Magiftrilm. 

I  am,  &c.  &c. 
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Audaci  quicunque  afflate  Cratino, 
Iratum  Eupolidemprsgrandicum  scne  palles, 
jifpice  et  hac,  Ji  forte  aliquid  dectBius  audis ; 
Inde  vaporata  leftor  mihi  ferveat  aure. 
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JL  H  E  importance  of  the  fubjedl  of  this  poem,  and  the 
neceflity  of  fuch  an  appeal  to  the  kingdom  at  this  tlme^ 
are  the  beft  reafons  which  I  can  offer  for  its  publication. 
But  in  regard  to  the  various  matters  which  are  coniidered 
in  the  following  compoHtion,  I  recommend  to  my  read- 
ers a  palTage  from  a  collection  of  the  moft  pleafmg  and 
informing  treatifes  in  natural  philofophy  which  I  ever 
read,  or  I  believe  ever  were  written;  I  mean  the  Che- 
mical Effays  by  Dr.  Watfon,  the  prefect  Bilhop  of  Lan- 
daff;  vol.  iv.  p.  237,  It  is  this;  "Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
"  and    Dr.   Bentley    met    accidentally    in    London,    and 
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«  on  Sir  Isaac's  inquiring  what  Philosophical  Purfuits 
^'  were  carrying  on  at  Cambridge,  the  Doctor  replied, 
"  none;  for  when  you  go  a  hunting.  Sir  Isaac,  you  kill  all 
"  the  game ;  you  have  left  us  nothing  to  pursue."  "  Not 
"  so,  faid  the  philosopher,  you  may  start  a  variety  of  game 
*'  in  every  bush,  if  you  will  but  take  the  trouble  to  beat  for 
"  it."  "  And  so  in  truth  it  is,"  (observes  Bishop  Watfon) 
"  every  obje61:  in  nature  affords  occasion  for  philosophi- 
"  cal  experiment."  I  may  add,  that  such  a  state  of  society 
and  of  literature,  as  the  prefent,  affords  occasion  for  nume- 
rous experiments  and  observations,  without  any  danger  of  mu- 
tual interference. 

In   this  Poem  no  imitation  whatsoever  is   intended   of 
any  former  writer,  or  of  any  former  poem.     It  wqs  writ- 
ten  upon    no   private    motive  whatsoever ;    hut  /imply  and 
solely  as  the  conduct  of  the  persons   mentioned  or  alluded  to, 
or   the  manner  of  their  compositions.,    or  the    principles  of 
their  "Writings y  tend  to  influence  and  affect  the  learning.,  the 
government^  the    religion.,   the  publick   morality.,   the  publick 
happinefsy  and  the  publick  fecurity  of  this  nation.     My  in- 
tentions are  just  and  justifiable    to  reafonablc   men,   who 
will  reflect  on  what  has  passed  and  is  passing  before  them. 
We  must  indeed   be    sensible,  that  it  is  now  no  longer  a 
mere  sport  of  the   pen,    a  light  skirmish,    or   a  random 
shaft,    the   Apolllneae    helium  puerile  pharetrae,    which  is 
alone  demanded;    but  our   weapons  must  be   instruments 
of  war,  able  to  break  down  the  strong  holds  of  anarchy, 
impiety,    and    rebellion,    and    mighty    to    vindicate     the 
power  of  legitimate  authority.     In  every  region  of  Europe 
there  should  have  been  a  common  cause.     But  in  no  king- 
don,  except  Great  Britain,  has  that  cause  been  maintain- 
ed in  full  integrity.     While  I  am  writing,  we  are  convulsed 
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td*ouf  center;  and  yet  iri  the  midst  of  fear,  we  are  impudent- 
ly and  wickedly  told,  there  is  no  caufe  of  alarm. 

Talia'  dUm  celebro,  SufeitanV  eivilis  Erynriys 
Tarpeio  de  monte  facem,  t'hlcgrseaqtie  movit 
Praelia:  sacrilegis  lucent  Capitolia  tasdis, 
Et  Semnufh  fur'tas  Latid  stimpsere cohortes.  (f ) 

We  may  (for  we  can)  all  of  us  contribute  to  the  assist- 
ance, and  the  comfort,  and  the  good  of  others,  and  to 
the  stability  of  social  happiness.  The  fword,  the  Voicey 
and  the  pen  muft  be  resolutely  and  decisively  called  into 
action,  for  defence,  for  counsel,  for  admonition,  and 
for  censure.  Satirical  writings  muft  submit  to  the  im- 
putation of  ill-nature,  though  I  fee  no  necessary  connection 
between  them.  In  my  opinion.  Satire  has  nothing  to  do 
with  good-nature  or  with  ill-nature.  Its  office  respects  the 
publick  good  alone,  and  the  interests  of  the  community.  It 
is  frequently  designed  to  fupply  the  laws  in  all  cases  which  are 
beyond  their  jurisdiction.  From  such  courts  it  appeals  to 
perhaps  a  ftill  higher  tribunal,  that  of  publick  opinion,  cha- 
racter and  reputation. 

Such  are  my  ideas ;  yet  I  am  sure  I  have  nothing  of  the 
wild  American  in  my  composition;  I  never  wished  to  de- 
stroy any  man,  either  to  inherit  his  wit  or  plunder  him  of 
his  underftanding.  But  T  will  bow  to  no  Cyrill  of  Alex- 
andria, to  no  executive  director  of  a  modern  republick,  to 
no  lordly  president  of  factious  councils,  of  democratick 
delegates,  or  of  societies  in  open  defiance  of  established 
authority  in  regulated  empires.     There  is  darkness  mixed 
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with  fire,  and  volumes  of  smoke  are  rolling  from  the  mouth  of 
the  cavern.  I  love  no  atheist  French  Bishops,  nor  unfrock- 
ed grammarians  in  England.  Home  Tooke  is  ftill  living, 
And  Edmund  Burke  f  is  no  more.  Sol  occubuit  I  I  hope 
Mi".  Pitt  will  assure  us  of  the  old  prodigy,  nox  nulla  secuta 
est!  Wemustwflw  all  assist  in  our  various  capacities,  and 
feel  and  act  as  publick  men.  In  times  like  these  we  may  as- 
sume a  virtue,  a  character,  a  courage,  and  a  firmness,  not 
originally  our  own.  I  protest  I  have  no  private  animosity 
in  my  nature;  but  I  come  forth  (boldly  enough,  I  will  con- 
fess, but  as  I  ought  to  do)  in  behalf  of  my  country,  her  lite- 
rature, her  laws,  her  religion,  and  her  government.  Nor 
would  I  publish  this  satirical  Poem,  but  from  a  full  conviction 
ef  its  tendency  to  promote  the  publick  welfare^  in  its  degree^ 
and  according  to  its  subject,  when  it  is  (if  it  ever  fliould 
be)  studied  and  confidered  with  impartiality. 


t  August,  1797. 
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THE  AUTHOR. 


1  WHO  once  deem'd  my  race  of  labour  run, 
Apdcamps,  andcourts,  andcrowds,andsenatesshun, 
Still  to  the  publick  raise  no  venal  voice. 
In  the  full  freedom  of  a  Briton's  choice. 
Through  tracts  aloft  on  daring  pinions  rove. 
Where'er  by  duty  borne,  or  led  by  love.^ 

Yet  not  unconscious  of  this  awful  age, 
I  mark  what  new  conflidling  systems  rage, 

Systems 

[a)  First  publiftiedin  May  1794. 


(     8    ) 
Systems  which  laugh  to  scorn  th'  avenging  rod. 
And  hurl  defiance  to  the  throne  of  God  ; 
Shake  pestilence  abroad  with  madd*ning  sweep. 
And  grant  no  pause— but  e'uerlasthtg  sleep !  {h) 
Blood-guiltiness  their  crime  y  with  hell  they  cope ; 
No  flesh,  no  fpirit  now  must  rest  in  hopej 
But  under  foliage  dark,  and  cypress  gloom, 
The(^)sculptur'dmoek'ry  marks,  and  seals  thetomb. 

New  Lights  on  ail,  but  cm  the  Foet,  rise ; 
Sull  can  he  fmile,  and  with  no  murmuring  sighs 
Can  own  well-pleas'd,  that  now  the  meanest  bard, 
Bavius,  (^d)  or  Maro,  finds  the  same  regard ; 

Not 

[b]  This  alludes  to  the  French  decree  which  abolished,  by 
law^  in  17931  a  futurity  of  existence.  Impiety  andabfurdfty 
are  the  natural  consequences  of  their  principles. 

(c)  The  French  havealfo  d:creed,  that  in  every  church  yard 
trees  shall  be  planted,  and  the  figure  of  sleep  erected  pointing 
to  the  tombs;  and  this  sleep  they  decree  to  be  eternal.  N.  B. 
This  was  the  fact,  when  this  First  Part  of  the  Pursuits  of  Lite- 
rature was  frst  published  in  May  1794. — It  may  be  so  again, 
or  may  be  so  at  this  morrtent,  1796. 

(^d)  The  name  suggests  the  honourable  mention  of  a  poem 
lately  published,  under  the  title  of  "  The  B avi ad,"  or  an  Imi- 
tation 


(     9    ) 

Not  as  Maecenas  once  with  partial  ray 

lllum'd  the  rising  glories  of  his  day  ; 

Whose  orb  the  Mantuan  plains  alone  would  warm, 

Or  beam  propitious  on  the  Sabine  farm. 

O  C  T  A  V  1  U  S. 

Why  should  pu  write ;  the  world  is  now  so  fickle. 
Scarce  is  there  room  for  Sheridan  C^) and  Tickell;  if) 

And 

tation  of  the  first  Satire  of  Persius.  ^ce  tih'i^  qiae  tali  recldam 
pro  carmine  dona? — Though  the  author  professes  to  be  conver- 
sant oiily  among  the  sheep  folds  at  present,  he  threatens  a  de- 
scent upon  the  noble  and  more  reluctant  animals.  If  this  be  a 
first  production,  the  poet  must  proceed  with  the  consciousness 
fef  genius :  he  has  the  ground-workof  all  excellence,  good  sense, 
and  a  knowledge  of  just  and  harmonious  expression.  He  has 
divulged  his  name  imprudently.  Such  conipofitions  require  se- 
cresy  for  their  effect;  especially  if  they  are  published  at  an  early 
period  of  life,  and  still  more  if  the  poet  commences  his  career 
with  satire.  Mr.  Pope  fufFered  ^z^r^  description  to  hold  the  place 
ef  sense  for  a  long  time,  before  he  took  his  proper  station.  The 
author  of  The  Baviad  has  taken  some  pleasant  trouble  off  my 
hands.  The  Jlbums^y  the  Laura-Marias^  the  Jerninghamsy  An- 
tony Pasquins^  Mary  Robinsons.^  Pio&zis  and  Bozzi' s ;  the  Phil- 
lidas,  Hypsipilas,  vatum  et  plorabile  si  quid.  Unfortunately 
there  are  too  many  left.     (1794.) 

{e)  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Esq.  M.P.  I  am  ferry  to  say  of  this  ^j?- 

traardinary 


(        lO       ) 

And  though  in  tone  fonorous,  blithe  or  grand. 
The  loud  Laurentian  (g)  trumpet  through  the  land 
Sound  Pitt,  and  Prettyman,  and  Rose,  and  Rolle, 
With  strength  of  Stentor,  but  Mezcntian  (^)soul; 

The 


traordinary  man,  that  in  the  realms  of  wit  and  humour  he  is 
now  silent.  "  Unus  sceptra  potitus,  eadem  aliis  sopitu  quiete 
est."     Why  is  it  so?  Politics  are  transitory;  wit  is  eternal. 

(/)  Since  this  was  written,  the  publick  has  lost  this  very  inge- 
nious man.  He  was  the  happiest  of  any  occasional  writer  in  his 
day:  happy  alike  in  the  subject  and  in  the  execution  of  it. — I 
mention  with  pleafure  Anticipation^  the  Wreath  of  Fashion^  ^c. 
&c.  ^c.  and  I  wish  to  preserve  the  name  and  remembrance  of 
fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Tickell.  Poets  and  ingenious  men,  who 
write  on  occasional  subjects  with  great  ability,  are  too  often  lost 
in  the  moft  undeferved  oblivion.  But  we  must  recollect,  that 
even  fuch  a  poem  as  "  The  Absalom  and  Aehitophel"  of  Dry- 
den  himself  (perhaps  his  greatest  production) was  but  occasional, 
and  written /or  a  party. 

[g)  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  politi- 
cal composition  of  the  Rolliad  and  the  Probationary  Odes  hy  Br. 
Laurence  and  company. — 1794.  N.  B.  The  Doctor  may  be  con- 
sulted in  private  at  the  old  blue  and buff~[?im^^  on  the  subject  of 
thefe  state  hand-bills.  If  the  political  infection  is  recent,  the 
Doctor  removes  it  in  a  (qw  days.     (1797.) 

[h)  I  am  sorry  to  perceive  too  much  of  the  contemptor  divum 
in  these  compositions ;  and  a  little  of  it,  as  Mr.  Burke,  the  friend 
of  Dr.  Laurence,  says  on  another  occasion,  is  a  great  deal  too 

much. 


(  i'  ) 

The  Doctor  may  for  Fox  and  Portland  vouch, 

Wii/j  spectacles  on  nose,  {i)  but  empty  pouch. 
Why  must  you  seek  this  sad  Cumican  shore? 
Or  why  to  genius  give  one  victim  more  ? 

AUTHOR. 

Forgive  me  ; — all  conspire  to  waste  my  time ; 
Languor,  and  care,  and  solitude,  and  rhyme  : 
Now  while  each  sage,    to  fame  and  science  known, 
Or  leaves  the  field  of  life,  or  listless  grown, 
(k)  Review  his  trophies  with  an  idle  pride, 
Sick  of  the  dunces  rising  at  his  side ; 

I£ 


(/)  Shakspeare  says,  ^'■TVith  spectacles  on  nose  and  pouch  on 
side"  I  am  contented  simply  to  admire  Doctor  Lawrence'5 
spectacles,  but  I  have  ventured  to  qualify  his  pouch.  (1794.) 
I  knovi/  not  for  whom  Dr.  Lawrence  now  will  vouch  ;  I  am 
certain  I  virill  not  vouch  for  the  Do'Sior.  (1796.} 

(/^)  I  allude  to  such  publications  as,  *'  Prose  on  several  Occa- 
"  sions-^  accompanied  by  some  Pieces  in  Verse.  By  George  Col- 
"  man.,  (Senior")  I  think,  however,  that  it  is  a  provident 
wisdom  in  men  of  great  abilities,  like  Mr.  Colman,  to  collect 
and  publish  what  they  wish  to  deliver  to  posterity  as  their  owu' 
Posthumous   works  are  rarely  to  be  considered  in  that  light. 


C       12       ) 

If  I  may  write,  let  Proteus  (I)  PRrEstLEY  telf. 

He  writes  on  all  things,  but  on  nothing  well  j 

Who, 

(I)  Froteus  Priestley. — There  is  one  v^fy  rriaterial  difFererice 
between  this  Proteus  and  his  namesake  of  antiquity.  Of  the 
latter  it  is  recorded.  Sine  vi  nan  idla  dabit  prcecepta  ;  §  now  our 
Proteus  gives  precept  upon  precept.^  line  upon  line ;  here  a  little 
and  there  a  little;  and  is  continually  obtruding  his  oracles  upon 
the  publick,  without  any  csmpidsion  at  all,  upon  every  subject 
whkfi  can,  or  which  cannot  be  known.  I  believe'  that  Dr. 
Priestley  would  dispute  very  intelligibly  upon  the  famous  Ger- 
manic question,  "  Utrum  Chimcera  bombinans  in  vacuo  possit 
iomedere  secundas  intentiones."  But  I  shall  leave  the  Doctor  to 
the  care  of  Bishop  Horsley.  (1794.)  f — -N.  B.  The  Bishop 
now  requires  sometimes  a  little  care  to  be  taken  of  himfeif. 
{July  1797.) 

_ ,  ,  ■  I  ; ' ' ^ .      .  '3. 

§  Virg.  Georg.  L.  4. 

f  As  to  Dr.  Priestly's  King-killing  wishes  and  opinions  take 
afev/words:  "It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  situation  of 
things  was  such,  that  the  sen'Tence  ('<?/'death  on  Charles 
the  First)  could  not  be  passed  by  the  whole  nation,  or. 

THEIR  R£PRESE?yTATIYES,    soleynnly    ASSEMBLED  for  that 

purpose."  Priestly  on  Government^  p.  39.  How  mufl  this 
Reverend  Deputy  elect  to  the  National  Convention  of  France 
have  exulted  on  the  21  st  of  Jan.  1793J!!  The  Deput}',  how-. 
ever,  had  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  in  not  taking  his  seat, 
thouo-h  he  could  not  assume  the  innocence  of  the  dove.—^. — 
•The  late  Mr.  Gibbon  v/ell  understood  Dr.  Priestley's  character 
and  opinions,  and  expressed  himlelf  strongly  on  that  fubject. 
No  man  of  discernment  can  see  thziv  direct  tendency  but  with 
reprobation,  and  sometimes  not  without  fear  or  horror!  (1794.) 
Lord  SheiSeld  has  lately  publifhed  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  G.  and  Dr.  P.  in  the  first  volume  of  Mr.  Gibbon's  Post» 
humous  Works,  4to.  These  letters  are  not  unworthy  of  at- 
tention. (1796.) 


(     ^3     ) 
Who,  as  the  dxmon  of  the  day  decrees, 
Air,  books,  or  wafer  makes  with  equal  ease. 
May  not  I  strive  amid  their  motley  throng, 
All  pale  and  pensiye  ?s  I  mufe  along  ? 

OCT  A  VI  US. 

3^y,  >vould  your  thought  to  Homer's  pomp  aspire. 
Or  wake  to  loftiest  rapture  Pindar's  {ni)  lyre  ? 

Go 


(m)  Pindar's  lyre. — In  this  verse  I  speak  of  the  great  Thebm: 
but  there  is  an  obscure  person,  stiling  himself  Peter  Pindar, 
of  whom  I  shall  say  a  few  words.  This  man  certainly  possesses 
a  mind  by  no  means  uninfosmed,  and  a  species  of  humour ;  but 
it  is  exhausted  by  a  repetition  of  the  same  manner,  and  nearly  the 
same  ideas,  even  tP  disgust.  He  has  the  power  of  rhyming  ludi- 
crously, and  is  spmetimes  even  gifted  with  poetry ;  and  fin^illy, 
he  is  puffed  up  with  a  vanity  and  self  conceited  importance,  al- 
ippst  without  a  parallel.  This  obscure  man  has  conceived,  by 
these  qpalifications,  to  thrust  himfelf  upon  the  publick  notice, 
and  become  the  scorn  of  every  man  of  character  2i;pd  of  virtue. 
Such  is  the  blasphemy,  fuch  the  impiety,  the  obscenity,  the 
impudence  and  the  contempt  of  all  decent  respect,  which  per- 
vade his  nymerous  pamphlets  in  verse,  that  the  reader  Is  ill  re- 
paid by  the  lively  sallies  of  humour  which  frequently  animate 
this  mass  of  crudities.   I  form  my  ]ndgni^nt  from  his  works,  and 

not 


(  H  ) 

Go  then  and  view,  since  clos'd  his  cloisterM  day. 
The  self-fupported  melancholy  Gray  :  (n) 

Dark 

not  from  acquaintance  with  the  man.  Yet  I  hear  that  he  breathes 
a  warm  constitutional  spirit,  because,  forsooth,  he  has  told  us, 
in.  some  trumpery  ode,  of  the  neceflity  of  a  king  or  a  log.,  or  a 
nail;  after  he  has  perpetually  reviled,  and  held  up  to  scorn  every 
master  principle  by  which  government  and  fociety  are  main- 
tained. I  will  not  vvaste  a  verfe  on  fuch  a  character;  but  say 
honestly  and  plainly,  that  though  I  can  often  smile  and  some- 
times be  pleased  with  the  humour  and  the  manner,  yet  I  think 
I  perceive  such  a  rooted  depravity  and  malignity  of  heart  that, 
from  the  consideration  of  his  works.,  I  can  affirm  almost  unequi- 
vocally of  this  obscure  man,  in  the  words  of  the  feverest  wri- 
ter of  antiquity, 

Stupet  hie  vitio,  et  fibrls  increvit  opimum 
Pingue,  caret  culpa,  nescit  quid  perdat,  et  alto 
Demersus,  summa  rursum  non  bullit  in  unda.  f 

N.  B.  This  man's  works  (now  published)  amount  in  value  to 
^how&  four  guineas  \  but  we  are  informed  that  a  set  may  be  had  for 

TWO  GUINEAS  AND   A  HALF  IN  /I^TO,  or for  TWO  GUINEAS 

in  four  volumes  'ivo  III — What  an  inducement  to  a  purchaser  ! 
(^1794) — Posterity  (if  it  can  be  suppofed  that  fuch  trash  should 
exist)  will  be  astonifhed,  that  the  prefent  age  could  look  with 
patience  on  fuch  malignant  ribaldry.  I  am  very  sorry,  that 
Mr,  Roscoe  in  his  admirable  life  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  and 
The  British  Critic,  (I  fuppofe  inadvertently)  should  give  any 
portion  of  it  the  slightest  approbation.  For  shame  !  Non  hcsc 
in  feeder  a  /   ( 1 7  96. ) 

(«)This  character  of  Mr.  Gray  is  drawn  from  the  conside- 
ration of  his  Memoirs  and  Letters,  published  by  Mr.  Mason, 

f  Pers.  Sat.  3.  v.  32, 


t     '5     ) 
Dark  was  his  morn  of  life,  and  bleak  the  spring, 
Without  one  fost'ring  ray  from  Britain's  king:  (nn) 
Granta*s  dull  abbots  cast  a  side-long  glance. 
And  Levite  gownsmen  hugg'd  their  ignorance. 
With  his  high  spirit  strove  the  master-bard. 
And  was  his  own  exceeding  great  reward ;  (o) 
Years  without  hope  in  tardy  progress  pass, 
'Till  fome  i^^  grains  yet  ling'ring  in  his  glass. 
He  rofe  late-heeded  by  patrician  care,  (p) 
Though  private  friendfhip  help'd  him  to  the  chair. 

Saw  you  not  Mason  stand  with  down-cast  eye, 
While  great  Augustus  pass'd  unconscious  by  ?   (pp) 

'Till 


(nn)  If  I  have  read  Mr.  Gray's  Letters  rightly,  I  believe  he 
neitheir  sought  nor  wished  for  royal  favour.  I  wish  however 
that  it  had  been  offered  to  the  first  poet  and  the  first  scholar  of 
the  age. 

(o)  "  I  am  thy  exceeding  great  reward.*' 

Genesis,  chap.  xv.  ver.  i. 

[p)  He  was  appointed  Professor  ofModerti  History  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge,  late  in  life,  by  theDuke  of  Grafton  the 
Chancellor,  at  the  particular  recommendation  (as  it  was  strongly 
believed)  of  Mr.  Stonehewer. 

C/>/)j  The  discernment  of  his  Majesty  George  the  Third 
in  poetical  merit,  is  acknowledged  in  the  patronage  of  Dr^ 
Beattie,  Author  of  the  Minstrel,  and  of  Mr.  Cowper,  Author  of 

The 


(     i6     ) 

*TiII  wrapt  in  terrors  of  avenging  night, 

He  starts  Macgregpr  (q)  with  dilated  might  ? 

Have  you  not  seen  neglected  Penrose  (r)  bloom. 
Then  sink  unhonour'd  in  a  village  tomb  ? 
Content  a  curate's  humble  path  he  trod. 
Now,  with  th^  popr  in  spirit,  rests  with  God. 

To 

The  Task.  Mr.  Mafon  must  have  been  overlooked  for  a  particu- 
lar reafon.  I  shrewdly  suspect  that  Mr.  Stonehewer  (the  cotji- 
mon  friend  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Mason)  could  account  for  it. 

(q)  See  the  Hero'ick  Epistle  to  Sir  William  Chambers,  and  the 
HeroickPostscrlpt  to  the  Publick,  by  Malcolm  Maegreggor,  Esq. 
A  friend  of  mine  has  assured  me  that  I  am  wrong  in  this  conjec- 
ture ;  and  I  must  own  that  the  Epistle  to  Shebbeare,  and  theDean 
and  the  Squire^  attributed  to  the  fame  author,  have  diminished 
my  confidence  in  its  probability.  But  as  I  have  written  the 
lineSj  they  may  stand  as  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  a  man  from 
whose  acknowledged  poetry  I  confess  myself  to  have  received 
much  delight.  The  strains  of  Musaus  and  the  Druid  min- 
strels have  still  their  charms,  and  he  must  have  cold  feelings 
who  cannot  be  moved  by  the  simplicity  of  Elfrida.  The 
English  Garden^  though  with  a  few  faults,  deserves  the  thanks 
of  every  admirer  of  our  national  taste.  (1794..) 

(r)  See  the  Flights  of  Fancy,  4to,  by  Thomas  Penrose^  Curate 
of  Newbury y  Berks.  The  names  of  the  poems  alluded  to  are 
these,  The  Helmets-,  The  Carousal  of  Odin,  and  Madness.-^ 
He  published  these  himself  and  no  more ;  and  I  speak  of  these. 
No  author  should  be  judged  for  posthumous  works,  published 
by  friends^  except  he  ordered  them  to  be  published  after  his 
decease. 


(     17     ) 
To  worth  untitled  would  your  fancy  turn  ? 
The  mufe  all  friendlefs  wept  o'er  Mickle's  urn ; 
MicKLE,  who  bade  the  ftrong  poetick  tide. 
Roll  o*er  Britannia's  fhores  in  Lulitanian  pride,  (i) 

AUTHOR. 

Then  I  muft  fuit  the  temper  of  thefe  times, 
Degraded  now  to  mere  hiftorick  rhymes. 
And  laft  be  hail'd  in  fome  fagacious  page, 
The  fineft,  brighteft  poet  of  the  age. 
And  that  with  grave  fulemnity  fo  fad. 
Faith,  *tis  enough  to  make  poor  Hayley  {f)  mad. 

B  No- 

{d)  William  Julius  Micicle,  a  man  of  genius,  and  of 
great  poetical  powers.  He  tranflated  the  Lufiad  of  Canwens  in 
a  free  paraphraftic  manner,  but  with  the  fpirit  of  an  original 
poet.  I  could  never  account  for  the  neglesS  of  fo  very  poeti- 
cal a  work. 

(i)  Hayley. — Piger  fcribendi  ferre  laborem, 

Scribendi  reSfe^  nam  ut  multum  nil  moror.f 
The  notes  which  Mr.  Hayley,  who  is  a  very  ingenious  man 
and  a  pleafing  fcholar,  has  written  on  his  various  poems  are 
very  amufing,  and  not  unfrequently  afford  much  inftruftion. 
Had  he  but  learned  the  art  of  blotting^  he  might  poflibly  have 
attained  confiderable  eminence,  and  preferved'it.  But  as  he  is  in 

general 

"  '•'  II  '  I  I      ■  r       <       I       I.I       ,1     y        III,       I  / 

f  Hor,  I.  h.  I.  Sati  4,  y.  i2o 


(     i8    ) 

No  :  though  in  vain  I  may  attempt  to  pleafe, 
I'll  write  with  learning  what  I  think  with  eafe. 

What  ?— from  the  Mufe,  by  cryptogamk  {y)  flealth 
Muft  I  purloin  her  native  fterling  wealth  ? 
In  filmy,  gawzy,  goflamery  lines,  ' 

With  lucid  language,  and  raoft  dark  defigns. 

In 

general  too  feeble,  tedious,  and  infufFerably  prolix,  confequently, 
&c.  &c.  See  Horace,  who  has  pronounced  an  irreverfible  fen- 
tence  on  all  fuch  perfona  ftiling  themfelves  poets,  however  vo- 
luminous their  works  may  be. 

(v)  See  the  Botanick  Garden  and  Loves  of  the  Plants^  by  Dr. 
Darwin.  I  wifh  men  would  perufe  the  treatife  de  cauf^s  Cor- 
ruptis  Eloquent'ia^  before  they  attempt  by  prettinefs,  glittering; 
word?,  points,  conceits,  forced  thoughts,  to  facrifice  propriety 
andjufl:  imagery  to  the  rage  of  mere  noveUy.  This  will  always 
be  the  cafe,  when  writers  in  profe  or  verfe  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  life  Sancho's  phrafe  a  little  metaphorically)  "  want  better 
bread  than  is  made  of  wheat."  Modern  ears  are  abfolutely 
fiVi'^KrAVt't' by  fuch  poetry  as  Dr.  Darwin's,  which  marks  the 
decline  of  fimplicity  and  true  tafte  in  this  country.  It  is  to 
England  what  Seneca's  profe  was  to  Rome.  Abundat  dulcibus 
vitiJs*  Drydcn  and  Pope  are  the  ftandards  of  excellence,  in 
Jhis  fpecies  of  writing  in  our  language ;  and  when  young  minds 
are  rightly  inftituted  in  their  works,  they  may  without  much 
danger,  read  fuch  glittering  verfes  as  Dr.  Darwin's  They  will 
then  perceive  the  dillortion  of  the  fentiment,  and  the  harlotry  of 

the 

*  QuintlK  Lib.  10.  c.  I. 


(     19     ) 
In  fweet  tetandryan,  ??iomgy?iian  ftrains, 
Pant  for  a  pyjliil  in  botanick  pains ; 
On  the  luxurious  lap  of  Flora  thrown, 
On  beds  of  yielding  vegetable  down, 
Raife  luft  in  pinks  ;  and  with  unhallow'd  fire 
Bid  the  foft  virgin  violet  expire  ?  (.v) 

Is  it  for  me  to  creep,  or  fnore,  or  doze, 
In  modifli  fong,  or  fafliionable  profe  ?  (y) 

B  2  To 


the  ornaments.  It  would  alfo  be  a  happy  thing  for  all  naturalifts, 
whether  poets  or  writers  in  profe,  if  they  would  in  the  words 
of  a  true  poet,  "  Look  through  nature  up  to  Nature' %  God  !" 
Dr.  Darwin  is  certainly  a  man  of  great  fancy;  but  I  v^ill  not 
ceafe  to  repeat,  K\i^t.  good  writing -^^Vi^  good  poetry  require  fome- 
thingmore.  , 


Til  ''Tnrv^oi/Ti  (piouv. 

(a?)  I  would  juft  hint  that  it  is  a  matter  of  feme  curiofity  to 
me  to  conceive,  how  young  ladies  are  inilruSted  in  the  terms 
of  botany,  which  are  very  fignijicant. 

(y)  Modijh  Profe ^ — I  allude  to  the  poifing  of  fentences,  their 
triads  and  other  artificial  divifions  of  modern  profe,  by  which 
the  whole  fimplicity  and  natural  dignity  of  our  Englifii  flyle  is 
abandoned  and  loft. 


(       20      ) 


To  pen  with  garreteers  obfcure  and  fhabbyj, 
Infcriptive  nonfenfe  in  a  fancied  Abbey  ;  (%) 
Or  fome  Warkworthian  hermit  tale  endite, 
^uch  ditties  as  our  goffip  fpinftcrs  write  ? 

Or  muft  I  tempt  fome  Novel's  lulling  theme. 
Bid  the  bright  eye  o'er  Celeftina  (zs)  ftream ; 
With  fabled  knights,  and  tales  of  flighted  love. 
Such  as  our  Spanifh  Cato  {a)  might  approve  ? 


In 


(z)  Such  traQi  as  a  vile  pamphlet  called  Ktlkhampton  Abbey y 
&c.  i^c.  &c.  in  (hort,  the  whole  mugitus  labyrinthl.  Every  age 
produces  fimilar  trafh,  and  this  name  ferves  as  well  as  any  other 
to  mark  my  meaning  in  this  place. 

(az)  Put  for  almoft  any  modern  novel.  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Smith,  Mrs.  Inchbald.  Mrs.  Mary  Robinfon,  Mrs.  &c.  &c. 
though  all  of  them  are  ingenious  ladies,  yet  they  are  too  fre- 
quently whining  ox  fr'ijk'ing  in  novels,  till  our  girls'  heads  turn 
wild  with  impollible  adventures,  and  now  and  then  are  tainted 
with  democracy.  Not  fo  the  mighty  magician  of  the  Mys- 
teries of  Udolpho,  t  bred  and  nourifhed  by  the  Florentine 
Mufes  in  their  facred  folitary  caverns,  amid  the  paler  (hrines  of 
Gothic  fuperftition,  and  in  all  the  drearinefs  of  inchantment: 
a  poetefs  whom  Ariofto  would  with  rapture  have  acknovvledged, 
as  the 

La  nudrita 
Damigeila  Trivulzia  al  sacro  speco.          O.  F.  c.  46, 

\  ■ 

*  Mks.  Anne  Radcliffe, 


(  21  ) 

In  Travels  for  the  Heart  (b)  and  not  the  headj 
From  pod  to  pillar,  and  from  board  to  bed, 
Thro'  climes  of  various  woe  the  pilgrim  lead, 
*Till  Charlotte  droops,  and  mafter-mifles  bleed. 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

If  thefe  difguft,  to  ferious  cares  attend. 
And  make  ferene  Philofophy  your  friend.. 
Pen  fome  choice  Fragment  (bj  in  the  genuine  tade, 
Each  power  combinM  of  wit  and  learning  wafte  ; 

Smart 

[a)  The  late  venerable  Earl  Camden  (once  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  England)  is  /aid  to  have  learned  Spanijh  very 
late  in  life,  to  read  the  romances  in  that  language,  having 
exhaufted  thofe  written  in  Englifh,  French  and  Italian.  All 
the  world  knows  that  Cato  learned  Greeky  at  fixty  years  of  age, 
to  read  the  romarues  in  that  tongue. 

{h)  All  fuch  works  as  abound  in  what  is  called  in  modern 
jargon,    Tbefublim£  inftinSl  ef  Jentiment. 

[b)  Alluding  to  the  fwarm  of  free  thinking  and  democratic 
cal  pamphlets  with  which  the  publick  have  been  peftered. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  interference  of  the  legiflature  and  the 
conftitutional  exertions  of  private  focieties  have  either  leflened 
their  number,  or  deprived  them  of  their  malignant  intenti- 
ons. The  time  for  difcrimination  feems  to  be  come.  Tole- 
ration is  fully  granted  to  all  opinions,  fubje6t  to  the  controul 
of  the  legiflature  afrer  their  publication,  in  the  open  courts  of 

law 


(  ^^   ) 

Smart  and  concife,  with  deepeil  meaning  fraught. 
Neat  be  the  types,  and  the  vignettes  high  wrought, 

"With 

law  by  the  verdi£l  or  a  Jury,  in  which  true  liberty  confifts.  Good 
order  and  juft  authority  muft  be  maintained  with  vigour 
and  decifion. 

But  HE  is  chiefly  to  be  confulted,  who,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  ufe  the  language  a  little  metaphorically,  hath  f.ood  hetivetn 
the  dead  and  the  living,  znAjlayed  the  plague^*  Edmund  BuhKE; 
greater  and  brighter  in  the  decline  than  in  the  noon  day  of 
his  life  and  vigour.  It  would  be  almoft  an  injury  to  name 
the  works  f  whereof  ail  Europe  ri^:5gs ;  but  to  his  country^ 
men  they  Xpeak  with  a  force  not  to  be  reiif^ed. 

OMNES 

AdiBonet,  et  magna  teftaturvocE  per  umbras, 

DlSCiTU  JUSTITIAM   IvIONITIj    £T  NON   TEMNERE   DIVOS:^: 
(1796) 

*  i.  e.  By  his  mafterly,  vigorous,  and  formidable  expofition 
of  the  modern  French  principles  in  all  the  fulnefs  of  their  de- 
formity, and  in  the  terrors  of  their  operation.  This  is  what 
1  mean  by  Jiaying  the  plague.  Whoever  warns  the  lining  a,gainft 
a  mortal  diieafe,  and  (hews  the  caufes  of  it,  and  the  mode  of  pre- 
Yention,  and  the  final  remedy,  may  then  be  faid  to  ftand.  as  a  Guar- 
dian Angel,  between  the  dead  and  livirtg,  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe. 
Such  was  Edmund  Burki:  !  The  fpear  of  Ithuriel  difcovered  and 
^ifplayed  Satan  in  his  proper  fhape. 

f  On  a  fecond  confideration  (1796.)  I  think  it  right  to  name 
them.  I.  Reflexions  on  the  Revolution  of  France,  and  on  the 
proceedings  in  certain  focieties  in  London  relative  to  that  event. 
(1790.)  2.  A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  the  National  Affembly. 
(1791.)  3-  An  Appeal  fronni  the  New  to  the  Old  Whigs  ia' 
co^fequence  of  fonie  difcufiions  in  Parliament  relative  to  the" 
Reiieftions  on  the  French   Revolution   (i79i^\     4.  A  Letter  on 

the 

_j — — . 

X  Virg.  iEn.  6.  b.  1  8. 


(     -^3     ) 
With  frontifpiece  to  catch  the  gazer's  eye, 
Treafon,  the  pile  ;   the  bafis,  bhifphemy  :  {c) 
Free  from  dull  order  decency  and  rule, 
With  dogmas  frefh  from  the  Sa)2s  Souci  fchool, 
With  definitions  vague  and  terms  unknown. 
With  feeming  candour,  but  imperious  tone, 

Mankind's 

[c)  The  bafis,  blafphemy. — This  is  the  progrefs  of  mpJern 
Republicanifm.  The  difTolution  or  rejection  oi  all  religious 
principle  prepares  the  mind  for  breaking  every  bond  of  efta- 
bliflied  government,  however  jufl  or  reafonable,  to  introduce 
into  practice  fome  new  theory  of  general  good  :  fo  very  gf  r.e- 
ral,  as  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  good  of  the  individual. 
For  the  nature  of  this  general  good  confult  the  national  Af-- 
fembly  and  Convention  of  France  :  «  Agri>  edificia,  loca,  pof- 
fcffiones  (coELUM  et  m.K'S.^  prate nnife runt,  cetera  complexi 
futit)  publice  datiiy  assignata,  vendita T  CIc  de  Leg.  Agr. 
Orat.  3.— Mirabeau  began  with  thefe  memorable  words :  "  Si 
\ous  voulez  une  R.cvolution,  il  faut  ccinmencer  par  decatho- 
licijcr  de  la  France^ 


the  Attack  made  on  Iiim  in  the  H.  of  L.  by  the  D  of  Bedford' 
and  the  E.  of  Lauderdale  (1796.)  5.  Two  Letters  on  the  pro- 
pofals  for  Peace  with  the  Regicide  Diredory  of  France  (1796.) 

6.  (Pofthumous  in  1797,)  Letters  on  the  Condudl  of  our  domef- 
tic  Parties  with  regard  to  French  Politicks,  including  Oiferva- 
tions   on   the   Condudl  of  the  Minority  in   the  Seffion  of  1793. 

7.  Memorials  on  French  affairs,  1791,  92,  and  93.  The  remain- 
der of  I\'{r.  Burke's  pofthumous  writings  may  be  expefted,  from 
the  exemplary  zeal  and  honourable  attention  of  his  executors, 
Dr.  Laurence  and  Dr.  King.  *♦  Sunt  -adhunc  cure:  hominibus 
fides  et  officium  j  funt  qui  defunflorum  quoque  amicos  aiiact." 
Plin.  Ep. 


(       24       ) 

Mankind's  meek  friend,  and  Nature^ s  gentle  Sage^ 
The  Prieft  of  Reafon  in  her  chofen  age  ;  {d) 
Then  bending  low,  with  equal  reverence  fearch 
The  ftoried  portico,  and  fainted  church. 

Till, 

{d)  One  of  the  mofl:  extraordinary  treatifes  of  this  kind, 
is  a  work  in  French,  intitled,  •«  The  Ruins  :  or  a  Medita- 
tion on  the  Revolution  of  Empires  by  Mr.  Volney,  Deputy 
to  the  National  Aflembly  in  1789."  It  is  written  with  fome 
fpirit,  and  not  without  eloquence  in  fome  parts,  and  abounds 
with  what  is  noiv  called  Philofophy.  The  intent  of  this  book 
is  to  attack  every  principle  of  religion  in  the  heart,  even  the 
principles  of  the  religion  now  termed  natural.  Mr.  Volney 
wifties  to  convince  mankind,  that  every  pretence  to  revela- 
tion, in  every  age  and  in  every  country,  is  equally  falfe  and 
equally  unfounded  j  and  by  a  jargon  of  language,  and  anti- 
quity, and  mythology,  and  philofophy,  he  labours  to  confound 
and  blend  thera  all  in  uncertain  tradition  and  ajlronomical  allu- 
iions.  And  all  this  is  attempted  to  be  done,  that  the  world  may 
be  prepared  for  the  French  Revolution,  and  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  efFeded.  In  this  point  he  feems  to  a6t  not  with- 
out reafon,  as  the  principles  of  this  revolution  are  laid  in  the 
rejeftion  of  all  religion,  and  were  i'ofrotn  the  beginning  of  it ; 
though  we  may  be  furprifed  when  we  are  aflured,  that  it  is  '*^« 
age  o/"DELiVERANCEyffr  a  great  people  and  of  hope  for  all 
THE  EARTH  ! !"  p.  88. §  The  real  ignorance  of  this  man,  on  the 
fubjedl  of  true  religion,  is  as  confpicuous  as  the  puny  literature 
which  appears  to  fupport  his  ftrange  do(5lrines  and  fooiifh  opi- 
nions. Upon  the  fubject  of  what  he  calls  the  Filiation  of  re- 
ligions, (for  the  French  muft  have  their  new  jargon  of  words 

in 

§  I  refer  to  the  pages  of  the  French  original. 


(     25     )      ' 
Till,  wheedling  round  with  mclapliyfic  art. 
You  fteal  Religion  from  th'unguardcd  heart, 

And 

in  every  fubjeil)  he  fays;  "  We  acknowlege,  in  one  word,  that 
"  all  ihe  theological  donrines  on  the  origin  of  the  world,  on  the 
*'  nature  of  God,  on  the  revelation  of  his  laws,  and  thcappear- 
*'  ance  of  his  pcrfon,  are  nothing  rnore  than  recitals  of  ajirono- 
*'  mical  faliis^  and figur ative  and  emblematical  Jlortes  of  the  play 
"  of  the  conjlellations  !  !  /"      [du  jeu  des  con/lellations.)   p.  167. 
I  cannot  but  acknowlege  the  fuperftition  and  credulity  of'man- 
kind  in  many  parts  of  the  world;  but  what  Mr.  Volney  would 
impofe  upon  us  for  the  truth,  exceeds  the  bounds  of  any  credu- 
lity ever  yet  required.     Then  he  introduces  the  fyflems  of  ido- 
latry, the  worfhip  of  the  ftars,  the  two  principles  or  dualifm  (a 
little  more  French  jargon  j  the  monde  anlme.,  and  the  monde  ma- 
chine^ Mofes,  Zoroafter,  Confucius,  and  Brama :  and  laft  comes 
Chrijlianity.     The  chapter  on  this    fubje£l  is  the  ftrangeft  of 
all,  for  he  declares,  that  Christianity  conftjis  in  the  allegori- 
cal n^orjhlp  of  the  Sun  Tinder  the  cahalijlical  natnes  of  Chris-en, 
or  Tes-us  or  Jefus  !  !  !  "  Chriftianifme  ou  culte  allegorique  du 
"  Soleil,  fous  les  noms  cabalifliques  de  Chris-en  ou  Yes-  us  ou 
"  T^/wi  /  /"  And  this  is  a  formidable  opponent  I  this  is  one  of 
the  guides  to  whom  we  are  to  give  up  our  prejudices  !  Read 
any  one  of  the  four  Evangelifts  and   give  your  own  anfwer. 
The  impudence  of  Mr.  Volney  is  at  leaft  equal  to  any  other 
power  he  poffefles,  for  he  requires  of  his  reader  only  the  furren- 
der  of  his  common  fenfe,  and  common  underftanding,  and  the 
common  principles  of  any  knowledge.     Yet  he   demands  the 
admiffion  of  all  his  allegories  and  myftical  meanings,  (of  which, 
in  the   true  French  ftile,  no  doubt  is  to  be  entertained,)  and 
then  the  world  is  to  be  emancipated  and  delivered.  From  what  ? 
—From  credulity  and  fuperftition-  Q^E.D.   Upon   this  Mr. 
Volney  obferves,  the prlef.s  murmur.     I  think  the  laity  will  at 
'         '  -  leaft 


(     26     ) 

And  in  the  fee-faw  undulating  play, 
The  moral  chorus  dies  in  words  away. 


Thence 


leaft  do  as  much,  at  the  words  of  thfs  apoftle  of  nonfenfe,  blaf 
phemy,  folly,  and — the  rights  of  mankind,  which  the  French 
never  fail  to  introduce,  when  they  have  laid  them  ^//proftrate, 
civil,  moral  and  mental.  This  is  but  ^fpecimen  of  fuch  writers 
to  whom  we  are  to  bow  as  the  deliverers  of  mankind  {romfu- 
per/iilion,  and  the  directors  of  our  minds  in  the  ways  oi  truth. 
Profejfmg  themfelves  wife  they  are  become  fooh  ! — The  bed:  men 
are  indeed  convinced,  that  the  ways  and  works  of  Providence 
are  infcrutable,  and  the  nature  of  God  incomprehenfible  ;  and 
they  lament  their  own  infufficiency.  Yet  they  feel  themfelves 
bound  by  the  laws  of  reafoning,  and  of  the  fpecific  evidence  in 
every  great  queftion  divine  and  human.  They  are  the  beft 
prepared  to  acknowledge  the  depth  and  height  of  eternal  wifdom 
and  mercy,  and  the  difficulties  of  attaining  to  this  knowledge. 
They  a/Tent  to  the  words  of  a  man  of  no  vulgar  erudition  f  or 
mediocrity  of  talents,  when  he  declares,  "  Quantis  fufpiriis  et 
*'  gemitibus  fiat,  ut  quantulacunque  ex  parte  pojfit  intelligi 
"  Deus  !" — Before  I  clofe  this  note,  I  cannot  help  reminding, 
not  informing,  every  reader,  that  even  Tacitus,  (the  favourite 
author  of  many  free  thinkers,  though  I  know  not  why)  has 
borne  teftimony  to  the  exiftence  and  laft  fufFerings  of  Jesds 
Christ,  under  the  procurator  Pontius  Pilate,  in  the  reign  of 
Tiberius.  "  Audlor  nominis  ejus  Christus,  qui  Tibcrio 
imperitante,  per  procuratorem  Pentium  Pilatum,  fupplicio  af- 
fedus  erat."  Annal.  15.  S.  44.  Yet  we  are  aflured,  with  an 
effrontery  without  parallel,  that  Christ,  cr  Chris'e?.  is  only  a 
cabalijiical nzxnc  of  the  Sun.  So  is  the  name  of  Caefar,  of  So- 
crates, or  of  Plato.     Are  we  not  <7/Z/^w^^"  of  liftening  to  fuch 

writers 

f  Auguftinus. 


r    27    ) 

Thence  carelels  faunt'ring  in  Vacuna*s  vale, 
Tune  to  your  liftlefs  ly  re  fome  Cra-zy  Talc  \  (J) 
Dalh  for  applaufe,  nor  feek  a  poet's  name, 
Content  with  fcribbiing  and  ambiguous  fame. 
From  laws  of  metre  free,  fwhich  idly  ferve 
To  curb  ftrong  genius  and  its  fwelUng  nerve,) 
In  verfehalf  veil'd  raife  titillating  luft. 
Like  girls  that  deck  with  flow'rs  Priapus*  buft.  (^) 

Go 

writers  as  Mr.  Volney,  who  addrefs  us  To  unworthily  ?  Yet 
this  is  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Volney,  and  fuch  as  Mr.  Vol- 
ney, tr;;at  the  whole  human  race,  men  and  women,  learned  and 
unlearned.  The  general  character  of  all  thefe  writers  may  be 
exprefTed  in  language  at  once  avyful  and  true :  *'  Non  eji  qui 
^■^  judlcat  vcre;  confidunl  In  n'lh'ilo.,  loqirantiir  vanitates ;  concepe- 
"  runt  lahorem^  pepererunt  tniqu'itatenu'' 

(f)  See  Crazy  Tales ^  Sic  and  the  whole  fchool  of  La  Fon- 
taine. »^         "" 

(g)  See  Angelica  Kauffman's  elegant  print)  but  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  Tubjecl  is  purely  claiUcal.  N.  B.  A 
friend  of  mine  would  i/?/^/?  upon  my  perufmg  a  long  difquifition 
in  quarto,  on  the  Worship  of  Priapus,  (printed  in  1786) 
with  numerous  and  raofl  difguiling  plates.  Jt  has  not  been 
publilhed,  but  diftributed  liberally,  f  without  any  injunction 

of 


f  i.  e.  By  the  DiJeUantl  Society.     The  folemnity  with  which  thi 
Dilettanti  meet  and  j-'^flf  their  <u^«fl<J/^°  works  to  the  chofen  few, 

and 


(     28     ) 

Go  turn  to  Madan,  and  in  Gofpel  truth, 
And  Thelypthoric  (h)\or:e,  inllrucl  our  youth  : 

Some 


of  fecrecy,  to  the  e?nerlti  in  fpecuhtive  Priaplfm,  as  one  would 
think.  As  I  hope  the  treatife  may  be  forgotten  I  (hall  not 
name  the  author,  J  but  obferve,  that  all  the  ordure  and  filth, 
all  the  antique  pictures,  and  all  the  reprefentations  of  the  ge- 
nerative organs,  in  their  moft  odious  and  degrading  protrufion, 
have  been  raked  together  and  copulated  (for  no  other  idea 
feems  to  be  in  the  mind  of  the  author)  and  copulated,  I 
fay,  with  a  new  fpecies  of  blafphemy.  Such  are,  what  I 
would  call,  the  records  of  the  ftews  and  bordellos  of  Grecian 
and  Roman  antiquity,  exhibited  for  the  recreation  of  anti- 
quaries. 


and  the  infcription  in  the  blank  leaf  of  each  book,  are  rather  ludi- 
crous.    The  Prefident  (of  the  day)  is  invefted  with  a  Roman  Toga 

in  a  fort  of  confular  pomp.      Before  the  vote  for  printing  Mr. 's 

Priapus  had  paffed,  I  ftiould  have  faid  with  Roman  fternnefs,  had  I 
been  prefent,  /,  U5lor,  coUiga  manus.^ — This  Roman  farce  would 
(and  perhaps  may)  form  the  fuhjed  of  a  legitimate  Satire,  (1796.) 
The  Dilettanti  Society  befl  know  luhat  emblem^  modelled  in  wax,  is 
hid  upon  their  table  at  thdr  folemn  meetings. 

*'  Grace 
Difcunilunt ;  nee  lelarl  ?iCTV k a  jubstur  : 
Forjitan  expeBes,  ut  Gadifana  canoro 
I  Incipat  prurire  choro."  fuv. 

X  The  author  afterwards  named  himfelf,  and  was  very  angry 
with  me  without  any  reafon.  I  only  did  my  duty  to  the  publick. — ^ 
See  P.  of  L.  Part  2.  v.  57.  Note  (0)  (Added  Aug.  1797.) 

^   Liv.  Lib.  I.  c.  26. 


(  n  ) 

Some  plain  pofitions  lay,  as  limply  thus  j 
Marriage  (i)  confifts  in — a6lu  toiius : 
Laymen  may  have  ten  wives  ;  poor  priefts  but  one  : 
Then  growl  at  Britifh  laws  in  furly  tone, 

That 


quaries,  and  the  obfcene  revellings  of  Greek  fcholars  in  their 
private  ftudies.  Surely  this  is  to  dwell  mentally  in  luft  and 
darkrnefs  in  the  loathfonie  and  polluted  chamber  at  Caprece. 
EJfays  on  Land/cape  and  Gardening  may,  I  hope,  purify  the 
mind  :  and  as  the  author  is  converlant  with  Greek  writers,  and 
is  now  at  a  certain  time  of  life ^  I  recommend  to  him  a  fentence 
from  an  author,  who  perhaps  is  not  in  his  catalogue,  though 
]Mr. would  be  thought  a  philofopher  :  2oipt«  Trpwroi-  ^.y^^ 

(h)  See  a  book  intitled  Thelypthora,  or  The  Caufes  of  Female 
Ruin,  in  3  vols.  8vo. 

(;■)  Thefe  expreffions,  and  fome  that  follow,  are  taken  ver- 
batim from  the  book  itfelf :  and  yet  there  are  perfons  who 
thinkthat  fuch  treatifes  fhould  be  anfwered  ferioufly. 

N.  B.  If  in  this  and  in  a  very  few  other  places,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  introduce  expreffions  rather  Jlrong,  I  beg  pardon, 
which  will  be  granted  by  readers  who  reflecfl :  for  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  give  an  effcdlual  expofure  of  the  unwarrantable  and 
fcandalous  licence  of  fome  writers  without  it.  The  following 
excellent  words  will  expliiin  my  meaning  :  "  The  ancient  fati- 
"  rifls  often  ufed  great  liberty  in  their  expreffions  ;  but  their 
**  freedom  no  more  refembles  this  licentloufnefs,  than  the 
*'  nakednefs  of  an  Indian  docs  that  of  a  common  proftitute." 
Hume's  Hijl,  of  Eng.  vol.  viii.  p.  334.   (  Si  fc  omnia! ) 


(    3°    ) 

That  "  loving  man  muft  grind  with  loving  wife. 

In  tnold  aftnarid,  during  life.'* 

With   Thickness   (k)  give  feme  ufeful  Hints  for 

Health, 
For  publick  good,  though  not  for  private  wealth  j 
Like  him,  to  fhun  the  cold  embrace  of  death. 
Inhale  in  virgin  arms  ambrofial  breath. 

Or  from  the  Alps  extend  to  Norway's  rocks, 
With  Switzer-Ruflico-Kamtfchatcan  Coxe,  (n) 

Then 


[h)  Mr.  Thickness,  in  his  Valetudinarian's  Bath  Guides 
dedicated  to  the  Earl  oFShelburne,  now  Marquis  of  Lans- 
DoWNEj  has  thefe  words ;  *'  Imyfelfam  now  turned  offixty^  and 
*'  in  general^  though  I  have  lived  in  various  climates^  andfuffered 
^^  Jeverely  in  body  and  ivind-,  yet  having  always  partaken  of  the 
*■*■  breath  of  young  women  luhenever  they  lay  in  my  way^  I  feel 
**  none  of  thofe  infirmities  which  ^o  often  ftrike  niy  eyes  and 
*'  ears  in  this  great  city,  in  men  much  younger  than  myfelf.'* 
Chap.  V.  to  which  Mr.  T,  has  put  hh  oivn  name,  and  he  is 
rather  a  voluminous  author.  But,  alas  !  what  fays  a  witty 
Italian  : — Bella  femina  cheride,  vuol  dir^  horfa  che  piange. 

(«)  The  Rev.  William  Coxe,  M.  A.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  This  author  's  a  gentleman  of  learning,  abi- 
lity and  information  ;  but  he  is  roo  prolix  and  too  voluminous. 
'•  Compofuit  ocTo  Volumina,  inept},  mngis  quaminelegantery  f 

A  writer 


f  Sueton.  Claud.  Sed.  41. 


(    3'     ) 
Then  turn  full-fraught  from  bleak  Siberia's  ihore, 
And  leave  us  juft  as  knowing  as  before. 
Or  bound  with  Barrington  in  charming  fpell. 
Of  Irifli  foj  trouts  with  gizzard  flomachs  tell ; 

While 

A  writer  of  Travels  fhould  tell  us  what  he  has  fecn  or  heard 
hhnfelf^  and  not  abridge  hiflones  of  former  fimesy  and  i;,KrC 
them  in  his  book,  or  crowd  it  with  biographical  memoirs 
of  deceafed  great  men.  Travels  lofe  their  name  by  ibis  me' 
thod  of  compoiition,  and  the  publick  complain  with  juftice 
of  the  noble  art  of  book- making,  Mr.  Coxe  is  a  writer 
of  great  re rpe«5lability,  but  my  fear  cf  his  works  paffing  into 
an  example,  has  extorted  this  notice  from  me.  I  look  upon  it 
as  a  duty  to  the  publick,  and  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Lite- 
rature. 

[c)  This  alludes  to  a  very  ingenious  account  tranfmitted  to 
the  Royal  Society  in  the  year  1774,  of  a  ftrange  fifh  called 
the  Gillaroo  Trout^  with  the  gi%zard-like fiomach.  "  The  firft 
*'  time,  (fays  the  honourable  Mr.  Barkington)  I  ever  hap- 
««  penedto  hear  of  this  Angular  fifli,  was  from  an  Irifli  Judge, 
"  who  being  on  the  Connaught  Circuit,  atBillynrobe  in  the 
"  County  of  Mayo,  exprefled  his  incredulity  with  regard  to 
"  their  exiftence  ;  but  was  obliged  to  pay  the  common  IrifJj 
**  wager  of  a  rump  of  beef  and  a  dozen  cf  claret^  on  three  or  four 
**  being  produced  the  next  day  from  a  neighbouring  lake." 
The  honourable  and  ingenious  Mr.  B  next  proceeds  to  in- 
form the  Royal  Society,  that  thefe  gi-z'z.ard-fomachs  are  often 
ferved  up  at  table  in  Ireland,  (v>rhich  account  this  R.  S.  fwal- 
lows  with   as    much   cafe  as  it  v^ould  the  trout  itfelf;)  but 

fuppoiiag 


(     3^    ) 
While  o*er  the  bulk  of  thefe  tranfaded  deeds 
Prim  Blagden  pants,  and  damns  {p)  'em  as  he 
reads. 

AUTHOR. 

fuppofing  that  fome  might  be  inclined  to  doubt,  he  adds^ 
•♦  I  could  corroborate  this  fa6t,  were  it  neceflary,  by  thsteftimony 
**  cf  an  Irijh  ArchbiJJjop"  From  an  Irifh  Archbifliop,  by  an 
eafy  tranfition,  Mr.  Barrington  introduces  an  EngliJIi  Fijh- 
monger^  and  declares  with  great  folemnity,  *'  1  have  fliewn 
*'  i\\t  ftomach  to  Mr.  Everett  of  Clare  Market^  averyintelii- 
♦'  gent  JiJJjmongert  who  declares^  that  though  he  has  cut  up 
<'  thoufands  of  trouts  and  falmons,  he  never  obferved  any 
**  thing  fimilar  in  the  infide  !"  See  ^what  are  called)  Philo- 
sophical TranfaElionSy  17741  page  1 16.  Euge^  beney  reBe,  I 
cannot  help  faying  to  Mr.  B.  on  this  occafion, 

Yxo^txdi  Jtomachum  laxare  faginis, 
Et  iua  fervatum  confume  infoscula  rhombum. 

JuY.S.  iv.  V.  67. 

The  reader  will  obferve  the  rhetorical  beauties  in  this  fhort 
extraft.  Mr.  B.  darts  from  Ireland  to  England  with  in  credi- 
ble fwiftnefs,  from  Ballynrobe  to  Clare-market ;  then  come 
in  long  array,  incredulous  Irifli  judges,  and  rumps  of  beef, 
with  dozens  of  claret,  not  tempered,  I  would  fwear,  with 
water  from  any  trout  dream.  Next  appear  Irtjl}  Jrchhijhops , 
and  INTELLIGENT  Englip  F'ljJ:) mongers,  (an  epithet,  by  the 
bye,  he  denies  the  Archbifhop)  and  all  this  wafte  of  beautiful 
language  and  deeprefearch  is  expended  to  convince  the  R.S. 
of  the  exiftence  of  gizzard  ftomach'd  trouts.  Yet  this  R,  S. 
not  only  receives  all  this  nonfenfical  ichthyological  farrago, 

but 


(     33     ) 
AUTHOR. 

Hear  me  yet  once :  (oh  might  thefe  labours  end. 
And  I  to  peace  and  privacy  defcend  i) 

C  Muft 


hut  fele^s  it  for  publication  by  their  Council.  Of  Mr. 
Barrington's  talents  and  erudition  I  could  fpeak  with  pleafure. 
But  when  fuch  a  learned  man  will  Vv'rite,  and  a  Royal  Philofo- 
phical  Society  will  pjjblilli  fuch  ftuff,  for  the  edification  of 
Europe,  I  think,  it  proper  to  felecl  this  (from  myriads  of  late 
fimilar  pieces  of  ftuiF)  for  publick  notice,  that  men  of  real  learn- 
ing and  abilities  (and  fuch  I  acknowledge  Mr.  Barrington) 
may  be  rendered  cautious  how  they  commit  themklves  and  the 
focieties  to  which  they  belong.  The  R..  S.  has  been,  and  might 
S'^ain  be,  of  national  utility  and  honour;  it  has  my  beftwifhes, 
and  therefore  I  have  written  this  note.  (1794.) — All  learned 
Societies  muft  now  look  to  their  or/^/H^?/ principles,  and  confider 
well  the  charafiers  of  tlie  car.didates  who  are  offered  for  their 
choice,  as  affociates.  If  they  will  not,  the  Bufts  of  Newton 
and  of  Boyle  fxiould  be  veiled.   (1797.} 

(^p)  It  is  by  no  means  intimated  that  Doctor  (I  beg  pardon 
Sir  Charles  Biagden  (the  Secretary  to  theR.  S.)  is  given  to 
profane  fwearing  when  he  is  tired  on  fuch  occafions,  but  fuch 
works  damn  themfelves.  It  cannot  be  otherwife,  till  the 
Council  will  exert  fom.e  difcrlmination,  and  refufe  to  flicker 
themfelves  under  their  foolifh  declaration  of  not  anfwering, 
as  a  body-,  for  the  works  they  publiih.  Every  fociety  muft  be 
anfwerable  for  its  own  fnfe  or  nonfenfe,  as  a  body,  unlefs 
.  they  choofe  to  infcribe,  in  large  gold  letters,  over  their  meeting 
room,  "Corpus  sine  Pectore!"  (1794.) 


(     34     ) 

Muft  I,  like  Chatterton,  {q)  that  varlet  bright,  (>) 
Roufe  fome  new  Rowley  (j")  from  a  ftceple's  height  ? 
Like  Hardwicke,  (/)    flielves  with  goffip  volumes 

clog, 
Oi  Baby  Charles,  and  Jemmy's^^'y^  and  dog ; 

Of 


(y)  I  draw  my  humble  information  of  Chatterton  from  his 
life  in  the  New  Biographia  Britannica,  though  I  cannot  com- 
pliment Dr.  Gregory  on  fuch  a  meagre  performance.  They 
who  have  time  may  read  Mr.  Tyrrwhit,  Mr.  Bryant,  Dr.  Milles, 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  and  all  the  tribe  of  major  and  of  minor 
critics  (offmgle  and  of  double  pinks,  as  Mr.  Sheridan  fays  in  his 
Critic)  on  this  important  fubje6t;  but  I  have  read  fomething 
about  vita;  fumma  brevts,  &c.  &c.  and  confine  myfelf  to  the 
general  view  of  this  controverfy  in  Mr.  Mathias's  candid  and 
comprehenfive  EiTaj'. 

{r)  "  I  am  the  verieft  varlet  that  e'er  chew\l-"  fays  FalftafF, 
in  Henry  IV.  Part  I.  Act  2. — Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  now 
Lord  Orford,  did  not  however,  feem  to  think  it  neceflary 
that  this  varlet  Chatterton  fhould  chew  at  all.  See  the 
Starvation  A61,  dated  at  Strawberry  Hill.  Vide  Gre- 
gory's Life  as  above,  &c.  (1796-) 

[s)  As  to  this  ftrange  fubjedl:,  the  worft  that  can  be  faid  of 
it  is,  magna  conatu  ?nag}ias  nugas  ;  but  they  are  trifles  rather 
pleafant  and  inftruftive.  I  am  fure  Dr.  Milles  proved  a  plea- 
fant  fubjeifl:  for  that  chief-d'oeuvre  the  Archaological  Epijlle^ 
written  by  Mr.  Mafon. 

(/)  See  t\iQ  Mifcellaneous  State  Papers,  publiftied  in  1773,  by 
the  late  Lord  Hardwicp:e,  in  2  vols,  4to.     Letters  from 

Baby 


(    35    ) 
Of  Lorkin*s  CvJ  diligence  for  lords*  arrears. 
With  trumpery  notes  of  long  forgotten  peers  ? 

Shall  I  new  anecdotes  from  darknefs  draw, 
I'hat  Strawb*ry  Horace  on  the  Hill  (w)  ne'er  faw. 
With  wire-wovs  fxj  hot  profs' d  paper's  gloily  glare 
Blind  all  the  wife,  and  make  the  ftupid  flare  j 

C  2  And 


Bahy  Charles's  dear  Dad  and  Goflip,  James  the  Firft,  and  his 
jl.,ve  and  dog^  Steenie  Buckingham,  &c.  &c.  There  are  how- 
ever Ibme  curious  and  valuable  papers  in  the  colle6lioru  The 
noble  editor  was  a  man  of  learning. 

[y)  Mr.  Lorkin  doth  ufe  miraculous  diligence  about  your 
"  Lord/hip's  airears."  State  Papers^  vol.  i.  p.  631.  N.  B.  It 
often  requires  ?niraculous  diligence^  even  in  thefe  days,  to  get  at 
one's  arrears.  Ses  A-lr.  Pitt  and  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  If 
you  can  get  a  fight  of  them.     I  never  could. 

(w)  The  Hon.  Horace  Walpole,  now  Lord  Orford;  the 
owner  of  the  Gothic  manfion  called  Strawberry  Hill  near 
Twickenham.  (1796.) 

(x)  All  books  of  all  kinds  are  now  advertifed  to  be  printed 
on  a  wire-wove  paper  r.nd  hot  preffedf  with  cuts^  down  to  the 
Philofophical  Trd-nhdiionSj  (the  uniformity  of  which  work  is  de- 
ilroyed  by  this  folly  unworthy  of  fuch  a  ibciety)  and  Major 
Rennell's  learned  Memoir  onHindoftan]  as  if  the  intention 
were,   that  they  fnould  be  looked  at  and  not  read.     As  to  the 

fury 


(     3^    ) 
And  with  fome  painting,  or  antique  vignette 
Intrance  old  Boydell*s  fond  fubfcribing  fet? 


Or  mud  I,  as  a  wit  with  learned  air, 
Like  Doctor  Dewlap,  :y)  to  Tom  Payne's  (%)  repair. 

Meet 


fury  for  pr'mts  and  cut  s^  the  folly  and  rapacity  for  gain  in  fome 
bookfellers,  have  degraded  many  works  of  eftablifned  fame, 
and  fabje£ted  fome  learned  editors  to  unmerited  ridicule,  I 
feel  for  the  injury  and  injuftice  which  a  Gentleman  who  has 
well  deferved  from  his  profeffion,  fufFered  on  this  occafion. 
it  was  a  tranfaclion  fhameful  and  unjuftifiable.  As  to  the 
vjire-weavers  or  drawers  of  paper  znd  hot'prejjers-y  mufl  we 
fay  to  the  public,  in  the  indignant  words  of  Apuleius, 
"  Q^ioufque  fruftra  pafcctis  ?j;7/o-^?7w  iftos?"  (Apuleii  Meta- , 
morph.  L.  7  pag.  157.  Ed.  Bipont.  1788,)  Surely  thisy^f^/^ry 
mull  foon  ceafe. 

I  wifn  every  author  v/ho  prints  and  pubU'^ies  his  own  works 
on  a  wire-wove  ^zv>q\-^ glazed ■;iX\di]iot  prejfed^  v/ould  imitate  the 
honefiy  of  the  late  Sir  WiUiam.  Chambers,  Knight  of  the  Polar 
flar,  who  fays,  in  a  letter  to  Voltaire,  which  accompanied  his 
wonderful  \iodk  on  Oriental  Gardening;  "It  contains  (fays 
"  the  knight)  befides  a  great  deal  of  mnfenfe^  two  very  pretty 
prints  by  Bartclozzi."  Eiirop.  Mag.  for  Sept.  i'793. — While  this 
note  was  printing,  I  was  informed  that  Coke  upon  Lyttle- 
ToN  with  Hargrave' s  notes  is  advertizing  to  be  publifhed  on  a 
wire  wove  paper  and  hot  preffed.  This  folly,  by  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing, muft  furely  fign  its  own  death-warrant.  I  wifhtobe  fare 
fome  of  our  Statutes  at  Large  could  be  a  little  wire-draiun  and 

hot'preffed 


/ 


(     37    ) 
Meet  Cyril  Jackfon  (a)  and  mild  Cracherode,  (b) 
*Mid  literary  gods  myfelf  a  god: 
There  make  folks  wonder  at  th*  extent  of  genius 
In  the  Greek  Aldus  or  the  Dutch  Frobenius, 
And  for  the  edification  of  their  fouls, 
Quote  plea/aunt  fayings  from  TheJIoippe  ofFoles? 

Hold! 


hot-prejjedhy  a  Committee  of  Parliamentary  Printers  and  Com- 
pofitors. 

(j)  Put  for  any  portly  Divine,  ns  psur  la  digejl'ion^  as  Bruyere 
would  fay.  The  reader  will  fupply  one  to  his  fancy.  But  he 
muft  not  imagine,  that  I  mean  mere  London  Divines,  frequenters 
of  routs,  plays,  operas,  Bond-dreet  and  Kenfmgton  Gardens,  or 
chatterers  in  bookfellers'  ihops,  as  the  reprifcntatives  of  the  Bri- 
tiili  Cler2;y,  who,  as  a  clafs  of  men,  arc  in  general  ixy^''ngn\Q[xtdi 
for  literature  and  philofopy,  and  for  manners  correfpondent  to 
their  profeilion. 

(z)  Not  that  ueteftable  fellow  Tom  Paine  the  Democrat,  whom 
we  all  execrate,  and  who  is  now  with  or  without  a  head  m 
France,  I  hope  in  the  late  fafnion  of  th:^it  country  (in  1794) — 
but  one  of  the  bell  and  honeftefl  men  living,  the  very  refpec^a- 
ble  Mr.  Thoma<  f  ayne  Senior,  to  whorn  as  a  bookfeller,  learn- 
ing is  under  confiderable  obligations.  I  mention  this  liji^ho 
emeritus  with  great  fatisfaclion, 


(a)  The  prefent  Dean  of  Chrift-church,  Oxford,  exemplary 
for  his  diligence  and  learning  "  in  our.  T/niverfity,"  as  the  Dean 
loves  to  talk. 


(    38    ) 
Hold!  cries  Tom  Payne,  that  margin  let  me  meafurey 
And  rate  the  feparate  value  of  each  treafure. 
Eager  they  gaze  :  ''  Well,  Sirs,  the  feat  is  done  ^ 
''  Cracherode's  Foettz  Principes  {c)  have  won: 
In  lilent  exultation  down  he  fits, 
^Mong  well  be-Chaucer'^d  Winkyn-Wordian  wits^ 
Or  fhall  I  thence  by  mock-appointment  ftop. 
And  joke  with  Bryant  at  his  Elmily's  fhop  : 
And  hear  it  whifper*d,  while  I'm  wondrous  pliant^, 
^Twas  Doctor  Dewlap  i^goktio Mijler  '^^y akt .  (d) 

OGTAVIUSv 


(B)  The  Reverend  Clayton  Cracherode,  M.  A.  Stu- 
dent of  Chrift  Church  Oxford,  and  one  of  the  Truftees  of 
the  Britifh  Mufeum.  A  rich,  learned,  and  mofl  amiable  man 
(to  ufe  the  words  of  the  fon  of  Sirach)  "furnilhed  with  ability, 
jiving  peaceably  in  his  habitation  "  His  library  is  allowed  to  be 
the  choiceft  in  old  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  of  any  private  col- 
Ie£i:ion  in  this  country. 


(c)  The  famous  edition,  hj  FI.  Stephens,  of  the  principal 
Greek  poets,  called  Fceta:  Gr^ci  Principes.  All  literary  men, 
from  the  little  Reverend  Bil?Iiopoll/i  Dr.  Gosset^  well  known 
atfales,  to  the  humbled:  collector,  underftand  this  farce  of  mar- 
gin meafuring,  and  the  profit  of  it,  (See  alfo  P.  of  Lo  Dia- 
lQ^ue4.) 


(     39     ) 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

How  juft  was  he,  who  in  this  fapient  age, 
When  learning's  varied  cares  the  mind  engage. 
Stood  up  felf-taught,  and  in  mankind's  defence 
Pray'd  for  profeflbrs  of  plain  common  fenfe. 
But  fay,  what  think  you  of  the  tragic  Stage  ?  (dd) 

AUTHOR. 

No — you'll  excufe  me  there,  I  know  this  age. 
What  ?  from  the  French  (^)  Ariftotelian  fchool, 
Muft  I  plan  Tragedies  by  line  and  rule  j 
To  the  high  Gods  addrefs  my  firft  appeal. 
Then  bid  the  prefs  my  hidden  worth  reveal. 

While 


'-(d)  When  I  name  Mr.  Bryant,  it  is  a  fufEcient  eulogy.     But 
fee  more  in  the  Second  Part  of  this  poem. 

(dd)  As  to  the  modern  Comedies  of  the  day  by  Mr.  Reynolds, 
and  the  rapid  School,  they  are  below  criticifm.  Farce  and 
O'Keefe  have  felzed  upon  the  ftage.  "  The  players  and  I, 
thank  heaven,  are  no  friends!" 

(e)  There  are  fome  deep  critics  who  read  Ariftotle  in  French, 
and  quote  him  in  Greek. — I  know  not  what  to  fay  now :  the 
French  have profcribed  Corneillej  Racine,  &c. 


(     40     ) 

While  round  my  temples  many  a  tendril  plays 
Of  owlifti  ivy  with  the  Msevian  bays ; 
Aad  clofe  in  mournful  pomp  the  tragic  rear, 
Though  Jephfon  (c)  fcarce  can  gain  the  publick  ear  ? 


O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Still  thefe  are  works  which  lead  to  fure  renown^ 
In  the  lay  habit  or  the  facred  gown  ; 
Will  ftamp  your  credit  at  an  eafy  price, 
Learn'd  and  ingenious,  (d)  or  a  Vir  Clarifs: 

Take 


('■)  y^p^fi^  •'-—■^^^^or  of  BraganztJ,  1  he  Count  of  Narbonne^ 
kc.  My  wifh  is, 

Grande  munus 
Cecropio  REPETAT  cothurno.f 
But  no  more  dull  Roman  portraits  in  4to. 

(d)  Any  perfon  who  communicates  even  a  fmgle  note  to  the 
modern  editors  of  Shakfpeare,  is  fiiled  the  learned  and  ingen'tous^ 
Mr.  two  ftars** :  the  title  of  Vir  Clarijjiriius  is  appropriated  to 
the  commentators  on  the  Greek  and  Roman  clamcks,  and  often 
with  the  fame  propriety. 


f  Hor,  Lib.  2.  Od.  i.v.  ii. 


(     41      ) 

Take  Markham's  Armorie,  (e)  John  Taylor's  Scul- 
ler, CfJ 
Or  Sir  Giles  Goofecap,  (g)  or  proverbial  Fuller  ;  • 

With 


(e)  The  name  of  fome  few  books  of  that  vaft  fyftem  of 
coglionericj  or  Gorgeous  Gallery  of  Gallant  Inventions^  which  is 
called  forth  to  illuftrate  our  old  dramatick  writers.  It  is  high 
time  that  the  reader  offenfe  fhould  fee  what  may  be  called  in  the 
old  lano;uao;e,  "the  untrussing  of  these  humorous 
CRITICS,"  namely,  the  Commentators  on  Shakfpeare,  from 
Georg3  Steevens,  Efq.  doivmvards.  The  iirft  chapter  of 
Markhafn^ s  Booke  of  Annorle  is  intitled,  "  The  difference  between 
"  Charles  and  Gentleman  "  and  it  ends  thus:  "From  the  clt- 
"  fpring  of  Gentlemanly  Japhet  came  Abraham,  Mofes,  Aaron 
"  and  the  Prophets,  bfc.  &c.;  alfo  the  King  of  the  righi  line  of 
"  Mary^  of  whom  that  only  ahfolute  Gentleman  Jsfus  was  born, 
"  gentleman  by  his  rhother  Mary,  Princeffs  of  coat-armour, 
"  &c." — Reader,  Mr.  Steevens  and  Dr.  Farmer  will  tell  you  all 
this  isfo,  and  quoted  too,  Hen.  V.  vol.  ix.  p.  441,  edit,  1793 ; 
though  you  may  begin  with  a  fearing  doubt. 

(f)  ]^^^  Taylor  thus  dedicates  his  Sculler;  "  To  the  whole 
"  KennelofAntichrift's  Hounds,  Priefts,  Friars,  Monks,  and 
"  Jefuits,  Maftiffs,  Mongrels,  Iflands,  and  Bloodhounds,  Bob- 
"  tail'd  Tykes,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

{g)  Old  plays  intitled,  "  Sir  Giles  Goofecap,  Banks's  Bay 
Horfe  in  a  trance.  Pierce  Pennylefs's  ^^Supplication  to  the  Devi Ij 
"  Webfter's  White  Devil^  The  Merry  Devil  of  Edfnonton.^  kc. 
"  &c.  &c.  J  in  Ihort,  toute  la  diablerie  dramatique" 


(      42      ) 

With  Upton,  Fabell,  Dodypoll  the  nice, 

Of  Gibbe  our  cat,  {bj  wliice  Devils  or  (^Jih)  old  Vice; 

Tixen 


(/i)  Of  G'lhhe  our  cat. — Fs-lftaff  fays,  "lam  as  melancholy 
*'  as  a  Gibbe-Cat."  H.  IV,  p.  i.  a.  i,  fc,  2.  On  this  the 
Commentators  are  right  pleafant.  Dr.  Johnfton  begins,  "  A 
Gibbe  cat  means,  I kmzvnot  vjhy~,  an  oldc?Lt"  Dr.  Percy  informs 
us  next,  that  a  Gib-CTxt  in  Norchamptondiire,  means  a  He-czX. 
which  in  fome  parts  of  England  is  called  a  r^?;2-cat,  and  in 
Shropfhire  a  tup  cat.  Then  follow  other  wife  critics,  and  jaft 
of  all  appears  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  who  brings  a  train  of  au- 
thorities  on  this  important  queflion,  fliewing  koiu  Gib  is  fhort 
for  Gilbert,  and  Tib  for  Tibert;  hozu  Jzck  is  appropriated  to  a 
horfe,  and  Tom  to  a  pigeon  :  how  Chaucer,  in  bis  Romaunt  de 
la  Rofe,  mentions  Gibbe  our  Caty  to  which  Tib  was  fynonimous> 
as  it  is  at  this  dayj  hoiv  we  read  in  Gaynmar  Gurton's  Needle 
(which  is  a  right  pleafant,  witty  and  merry  comedy,  written 
by  Mr.  S.  Pvlafter  of  Arts)  viz.  "  Hath  no  man  fl:olen  her  ducks, 
or  guided  Gibbe  her  cat?"  Upon  which  Mr.  Warton  very 
gravely  oh icvveSy  "  the  compofure  of  a  cat,  is  almofl  charatBier- 
iilick,  and  I  know  not^  (fee  Dr.  Johnfton's  v/ords  above)  whether 
^h^re  is  not  a  juperior folemnity  in  the  gravity  of  a  He-Cat." 
Mr.  Steevens  favs,  "  A  Gib  cat  is  a  cat  qualified  for  aferaglio^ 
<*  for  all  animals  Jo  mutilated  become  drovjfy  or  tnelancholy.'''' 
Mr.  Warton  and  Mr.  Steevens  have  left  it  a  matter  of  doubt 
v/hether  their  ozun  drowfinefs  _  and  gravity  and  that  of  their  bro- 
tker-commentators  was  in  confequence  of  &c.  &c.  he.  (See 
Abul-Pharajri's  great  Babylonifh  chapter,  "  De  Semiramide,  ■ 
"  Sapientibus  ejus  et  Eunuchism  &c."}  To  be  fure  they  do 
fympathize  with  Gammar  Giuton,  and  her  poor  unfortu-f 
nate   Gihhe-cat.     For   my  own  part,  I   never  can,  nor  (if  I 

could) 


(     43     ) 
Then  lead  your  readers  many  a  precious  dance, 
Cap'ring  with  Banks's  '  Bay  Horre  in  a  Trance  :' 
The  Houfewife's  Jewel  read  with  care  exacl, 
Wit  from  old  Books  of  Cookery  (0  extract : 

Thoughts 


could)  would  I  decide  this  momentous  queilion;  and  will 
only  add,  (without  being  in  theleaft  melandxoly  ot  drowfy  my- 
felf)  in  the  words  of  an  author  who  imparted  a  manly  vigour 
to  the  Roman  mufe,  "  Propria  quce  marihus  tribuuntur,  maf- 
cida  dicas." 

(A/z)  Old  Vice  was  a  perfonage  very  frequent  in  our 
ancient  comedies.  I  beg  leave  to  prefent  my  reader  with  a 
part^  (and  a  very  fhort  part)  of  Mr.  Upton's  account  of  him, 
*'  Old  Vice  was  a  droll  character  in  our  old  plays,  accoutered 
"  with  a  long  coat,  a  cap>  a  pair  of  alTes  ears,  and  a  dagger  of 
"  lath.  This  bufFoon  character  was  ufed  to  make  fun  with  the 
"  devil^  and  he  had  feveral  trite  expreffions,  as,  "I'll  be  with 
"  you  in  a  trice — ah-hah,  boy,  are  you  there?  &c."  and  this  was 
"  great  entertainment  to  the  audience  to  fee  their  old  enemy  lb 
"  belaboured  in  effigy.  Vice  feems  to  be  an  abbreviation  of 
«  Vice-devil.^  as  Vice-roy^  Vice-doge^  &c, and  therefore  call- 
"  ed  very  properly  Tke  Vice.  He  makes  very  free  with  bis 
•'  mafter  like  rnofl  other  Vice-roys  or  Prime-mini/iers^  so  that 
"  he  is  the  devil's  Vice  or  Prime-miniiler.  And,  (adds  Mr. 
"  'U^ton)this\t\sw\nc\\7nakes  himfofaucy."  Extract  from  Mr, 
Upton's  note  on  Rich.  III.  a6t.  iii.  fc.  i.  N.  B.  I  make  no  doubt 
but  the  reader  will  obferve  the  beautiful  compliment  to  monar- 
chy and  ariftocracy  moft  logically  deduced.  This  perfonage  has 
been  much  patronized  of  late  in  France,  where  every  fpecies 
of  Vice,  old  or  new,  is  exercifed  and  ufed  without  any  ahbrevi- 
atloKj  to  fpeak  with  Mr.  Upton, 


(     44     ) 
Thoughts  to  ilew'd  prunes  and  kifling  comfits  fuit, 
Or  the  potat.oe,  (k)  vigour  ftirring  root : 

And 

(/}  Boa/c  of  Cookery — I  am  afraid  that  thcTe  extrads  will 
prove  what  Decker,  in  his  Gul's  Hornbook^  calls,  "  The  finfid 
«  Suhurbs  of  Cookery"  Mr.  Collins,  (in  his  Pot  ATOE-note, 
at  the  end  of  Troilus  and  Creluda)  extrafts  without  a  blufli, 
from  the  Good  Houfewife's  Jewels  a  receipt  with  all  the  ingredi- 
ents, AT  FULL  LENGTH,  "  To  'make  a  tart  that  is  a  courage 
*^'  to  a  man  or  ivornan."  And  this  is  but  a  fpecimen. 
Non  more  probo;  cum  carmina /z^;7z5z^,7Z 
Intrant^  et  tvemnlo fca Iptmtur  ubi  i?itima  Ye\-{u.+ 

(k)  The  commentators  on  Shakefpare  are  peculiarly,  and 
even  zealouflv',  fludious  in  minutely  explaining  and  declaring 
all  the  various  modes  and  receipts  which  the  age  of  the  Virgin 
^;gf;??  anbrded  or  recommended  for  the  fervice  of  the  ^«^£'7? 
of /ir-w  and  foft  defire.  Whole  pages  are  zhkAutdy  filled  with 
venereal  pro\'ocatives,  with  the  power  o^ kijfng  comfits^  Jlewed 
prunes^  the  virtues  oi  potatoes,  er  in  go-root,  &c.  &c.  Mufl  thefe 
comments  be  filled  the  "  PaucadxoGdWo  qucc'-ocllegat  ipfa  Ly- 
coris  r"t  I  fometiracs  doubt  what  book  I  have  in  my  hand* 
Thefe  fair  editors  give  all  they  can,  nor  let  us  dream  the  reft. 

After  a  very  long  liote  no fiexvedprures-y  by  Mr.  Steevens,*  - 
vol  V.  p.  375,   edit.  1778,  and  vol  viii.  p.  529,  Edit.  I793> 

(which 

+  pers.  Sat.  i.  v.  20  f  Virg.  Eel.  10.  2. 

*  Mr.  Stsevens  in  his  advertifement  to  the  edition  of  Shakf- 
peareia'  1778,  feems  to  have  had  his  fcruples  on  thefubjedt  of 
thefe  pious  prunes  and  virtuous  bulbs  j  "Such,  (fays  he)  as 
Vi^ould  be  acquainted  with  the  propriety  of  FalHaiT's  allufion  to 
Jiewed prunes  (hould  not  be  difgifled  at  a  multitude  of  inHianccs, 
ciz.  Szc.  5cc." — N.  B.  feme  folks  are  very  fagaciousj  and  cry 
out  firfc ;  but  it  will  not  do. 


(     45     ) 
And  then  returning  from  that  antique  walle, 
Be  hail'd   by  Parr,    (/)   the  GuiDi^    oi--    publick: 

TASTE. 

AUTHOR. 

i'  (wliich  fecj  "The  Rcvere-nd  Doctor  Farmer  adds,  very 
"  properly,  that  Mr.  Sfeevcns  hz-i  fo  fully  Mcw^ci  the  fubjedl 
"  o^ Jleivcd primes^  that  one  can  add  nothing  but  the  price -^^ 
(Right  :-^Hoc dsf  It  upum  Fabricio  :f  Juv.  S.  4.)  and  there- 
fore^ adds  the  ReverendYiocioVi^  in  a  piece  called  Ban]j:s's  Bay 
Horfe  in  a  Trance,  1595,  "  we  have  a  ftock  of  wenches  fet 
"  w^  Mn^  ^-xzxx Ji ewe d  prunes^  NINE  for  a  teller."  At  other 
times  thefe  fjbjedls  are  explained  in  the  learned  languages, 
for  the  life,  of  fcholars,  as  in  vol.  iv.  p.  21 1,  edit.  1778,  and  in 
vol.  iv.  p.  80,  edit.  1793,  by  Mr.  Steevens.  "  Urtics  ma- 
"■  rinae  omnes  pruritum  quandam  movent,  et  acrimonia  fua 
"  VENER'EMfopitam  et  extin£lam  excitant."  Johnr.;on.  Hill. 
Nat.  de  Exang.  Aq.  p.  56.  I  proteft  I  fometimes  think  thefe 
reverend  or  ir-reverend  commentators  are  about  to  change 
fsxes,  or  have  done  To,  and  fet  up  for  ('what  Milton  in  his 
Apology  for  S.jiecl;yrri:ias  calls  j  "  Old  Prelateffes  with  all  their 
young  Corinthian  Laity."  I  wonder  v/e  have  never  y&t  had  The 
Beauties  of  Mr.  Steevens,  of  The  Reverend  Doctor  Farmer,  of 
Mr.  Collins-)  (the  potatoe-critic,j  &c,&c.  as  a  convenient  manual 
for  young  or  old  men,  who  would  be  young.  Mr.  Collins  has 
given  the  public  four  pages  in  8vo.  fmall  print,  on  the  afton- 
iiliing  virtues  of  potatoes,  (a  tempejl  of  provocation)  printed 
by  themielves  at  the  end  of  Troilus  and  CrelTida.  This  ifeful 
note  would  have  been  placed  with  better  grace  at  the  end  of 
"  Love's  Labour  Lcjl." — It  is  indeed  matter  of  great  and  olTen- 
five  fcandal  to  obtrude  fuch  refufe  and  filth  upon  this  nation, 
a/id  iipo7i  ALL  the  countries  in  the  Eall  and  Well  v/ho  read  Shak- 
fpeare's  works.     It  is  highly  injurious  to  make  Shakfpeare  the 

vehicle 


t  Fahricius.  i.  e.  George  Steevens ■,  Efqiiire  ! 


(     46     ) 
A  U  T  H  O  R. 

What !— mufl  I  enter  the  dramatic  courfe  ; 
Burft  through  the  countlefs  fquadrons  foot  andhorfe? 

All 

vehicle  of  fo  much  olfcene  trajh^  raked  together  frornold  plays, 
old  cookery  books  and  truinpery  novels.     But,  I  am  told,  the 
poet  muft  be  illuflrated.     In  thefe  particulars,  Mr.  Steevens, 
T)x.  Farmer,  Mr.  Collins,  and  Mr.  (\  knov/  not  whom  j  may  as 
well  illujlrate  the  luter  part  of  the  fourth  book  of  Lucretius. 
The  corruptions .  of  our  nature  are  the  moft  mortifying  com- 
ment.    They  need  neither  incitement  nor  illufirathn.     Who- 
ever confiders,  ferloufly  or  politically,  the  dominion  of  luft  and 
lewdnefs,    and    the   wide-wafling  defolation    and    irreverfible 
mifery  which  they  throw  among  the  defencelefs  and  much-fuf~ 
fering  fex,  left  to  deftitution,  and  difeafe,  and  poverty,  and  de- 
fpair,  and  contempt,  and  barren  forrow ;  will  be  cautious  how 
he  addi  even  one  unnecefiary  or  heedlefs  incitement  to  this  over- 
bearing  fury.     A  m,an  of  fenfe,    if  not  of  morality,    in   re-  ' 
linarking  on  all  fuch  pafiages  as  I  have  noted,  and  many  others, 
would  content  himf:?lf  with  faying,  "  This  or  that  paffage  con- 
tains   an  indecent    allufion  not  uncommon    in  the   novels  or 
plays  of  the  time;"  or  at  leaft  would  be  fatisfied  with  a  fmgle 
infl:ance  to  fhew  it.  "Whatever  is  more  than  this,  cometh  from 
a  fource  which  is  not  good.     At  prefent,  there  really  fhould 
be  an  expurgatory  index  to  the  best  edition,  (and  in  many  re- 
fp^cls  it  is  the  bed  j  of  Shakfpeare,  before  it  is  put  into  f^e 
hajnds  of  ladies  and  the  younger  part  of  the  readers  of  Shak- 
fpeare.     I   believe  there  is  not  oxiq  rejie^ing  fcholar    in  this 
learned  kingdom,  who  will  not  join  in  this  and  in  the  following 
crjticifmson  the  prefent  fubjedl,  whether  the  criticifms  are  fe- 
vere,  jocular,  or  indignant. 

Carminaque  Aonidum^  j  USTAMQUE  j!)rai'^i'jn7:^,lRAM  !f 

t  Ovid.  Metam.  L.  6,  v.  2. 


(      47     ) 
All  that  for  Maflinger  and  Beaumont  fight. 
But  leave  their  authors  in  a  wretched  plight ; 

From 

(I)  The  Reverend  Do'ftor  Parr,  in  his  dedication  of  ''  Tracts 
"  of  Warburton  iWM^  a  Warburtonian,  occ."  ('reprinted  in 
1 789 j  note  8.  p.  150,  has  mod  icindly  pointed  out  to  fuclx 
undifcerning  perfons  as  myfclf,  that  "  Malone^  Reed^  Farmer^ 
"  and  Tyrivhitt,  have  come  forward  as  the  Guides  of  the 
"  PuBLicK  Tasi  E."  To  be  fure  he  has  added,  "Mr.  Susve}i.s^ 
"  thctiuo  JVartons^  BuRKE,  and  in  his  critical  oap:acity.  Dr. 
"  Johnson."  But  even  in  this  latter  part  I  mult  remark  a 
ftrang:^  coaliiion.  With  the  names  of  ^lt,^,?  and  yohnfon  v/ho 
can  place  a  third  modern  in  the  fame  rank  ?  Of  Mr.  Stee- 
vens's  claffical  erudition  and  ingenuity  much  might  be  faid  ? 
yet  all  vi'hich  he  has  acknoivledgcd  as  his  c%un  writings  confifls  of 
notes  on  Shakfpeare.  Every  one  mufl  regret  that  the  H'ljiory  of 
EngU/h  Poetry  was  left  unfini&ed  by  its  lamer.ted  and  deeply 
learned  author  ."  and  as  to  his  brother  Jofeph's  pleafant  Cojjvnon- 
Place  Book  on  Pope,  it  was  always  am.ufing  to  me.  But  when 
the  title  of  Guides  of  the  Public  'Ta/ie  is  given  to  Malone^  Reed^ 
Farmer^  ('and  Tyrtvhitt^j-)  who  are  note-makers  alone  by  pro- 
feffion,  I  find  myfelf  conftrained  to  look  into  my  Englifh  Dic- 
tionary for  the  meaning  of  the  words  guide  and  tajio, 

I  have  feledled  this  paffage  from  the  fplendid  dedication  of 
thefe  Warburtonian  Traces,  in  which  a  man,  in  the  vigour 
of  his  faculties  and  ftrength,  has  not  thought  it  unbecoming 

his 

f  I  have  often  wondered  how  fo  deeply  learned  a  fchclar  i:z 
Mr.  Tyrwhitt  ever  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  enrolled  v/ith  thefc; 
note-makers  on  Shakfpeare.  But  the  leader  of  chem  has  a  tongue 
to  flatter  and  wheedle.  Homer  explains  it  befc.  ntf^cfac-t?,  h 
t'ejcAetI^e  woi/  7:v/.a.  7«p  (^cwinnuv.  In  this  manner  the  jiame  of 
Samuel  Johnson  was  tnfeparahly  afiociatcd  with  that  cf 
George  Steevens. 


V    40    ) 

From  Capell  ileal,  yet  never  own  the  theft. 
And  then  defert  (m)  him  of  his  ftore  bereft. 
Oh  injur'd  Patron  of  our  noble  bard  ! 
Capell,  (k)  receive  this  tribute  of  regard, 

And 

his  character  to  attack,  like  a  puny  whipfter,  the  eftablifhed 
dignity  of  departed  excellence ;  and  with  unbridled  licence  of 
language  has  endeavoured  to  invade  the  retreat  and  the  repofe 
of  a  moft  learned  and  venerable  prelate,  +  now  m  full  age  and, 
hoary  hoUnefs.  I  fpeak  with  feeling  of  fuch  a  condufl,  and  1 
fpeak  with  the  feelings  of  a  man;  for  what  is  a  mere  fcholar 
and  a  quoter  of  Greek,  when  he  forgets  the  man  ?  I  trufl  Dr. 
Parr  has  feverely  felt  the  unmeaning  vanity  and  filly  cruelty 
of  calling  forth  again  to  publick  notice  thefe  trafts,  which  their 
authors  long  wlilied  to  give  up  to  oblivion.  Leland,  and  the 
great  and  truly  liberal  Jortin,  might  have  been  as  ably  de- 
fended at  another  time  and  in  another  place.  I  cannot  be  repaid 
for  fuch  indecent  cohdufl  by  the  amufement  I  receive,  ('to  ufe 
Dr.  Parr's  own  v^- ox  As)  '•'■from  the  lucky  and  lucid  intervals  be- 
''  tween  the  paroxyfmof(^T)r.T'-a.n:'s)pole?nicphrenzy;  from  all 
"  the  laughable  and  all  the  loathfo?ne  fingularities  which  float  upon 
''  the  fiirface  (7/"his  ('Dr.  Parr's  J  diliion;  nor  can  I  hang  zuith 
*'  fondnefs  and  admiration  over  the  crozvded yet  clear  and  luminous 
"  galaxies  of  imagery  diffujed  through  (Dr.  Parr's)  tvorks  p. 
"  J51,"  &c.  &c.  But  if  I  ihould  qurte  any  more  of  fuch  words? 
the  reader  would  take  the  Do6lor's  Greek  for  Englifli  and  his 
Engliih  for  Greek,  and  be  apt  to  cry  out  v/ith  honed  old  Doy- 
!ey,  in  the  farce  of  Who's  the  Dupe  ?  (vv'hich  I  am  not,  but  the 
Dosftor  may  know  who  isj  "  I'll  be  curs'd  if  this  is  Englifn." 
Indeed  I  have  no  more  time  or  place  to  allot  in  this  Firjl  Fart  of 
my  poem  to  Dr.  Parr. — I  refer  my  reader  to  the  Third part^  in 
which  the  Doctor  makes  a  more  publick  and  dill:inguiilied  entry. 

•4.  Dr.  HuRD,  BiJhop  of  VVorcefler. 


(     49     ) 

And  may  this  feeble  verfe  to  life  and  light 
Call  forth  thy  name,  and  vinJicate  thy  right. 

Muft  I  for  SHAKSPE4.RE  HO  compafllon  feel, 
Almoft  eat  up  by  commenta  ting  (o)  zeal  ? 

D  On 

(/«)  There   are  men  now  in  great  vogue  who  will  feel  the 
force  of  thefe  two  lines. 

(«)  Mr.  Capel,  the  Editor,  I  call  him  the  Patronf  of 
Shakspeare,  This  gentleman  was  of  a  fingular  turn  of 
mind,  perhaps  a  little  too  minute,  but  of  a  curiofity  unbounded 
and  infatiable.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  his  critical  writ- 
ings on  Shakfpeare,  and  his  accurate  refcarches  into  this  fpecies 
of  antiquity,  and  who  have  confidered  and  eftimated  his  edition 
of  the  poet,  will  not  fcruple  with  me  to  pronounce  him,  The  Fa- 
ther of  all  legitimate  Camtnentary  on  Shakfpeare.  To  this  gentle- 
man's intimacy,  and  to  the  knowledge  6f  his  moft  learned  invef- 
tigations,  were  admitted  men  whom  I  forbear  to  name.  But 
mark  the  confequence.  His  edition  was  condemned,  or  I  Ihould 
rather  fay,  damned  by  thofe,  who  in  the  poet's  own  words, 
"To  his  unguarded ncR.^  like  weafel  critics^ 
Came  fneaking^  and  fo  fuck'd  his  princely  eggs. ":|; 

And  when  the  School  of  Shakspeare  in  3  vols.  4to,  was 
publiihed  (alas  !  after  his  death)  we  were  told  forfooth,  that 
we  had  nothing  to  learn  on  the  fubject.  Indeed! — I  am  pleafed 
however,  to  fee  that  Mr.  Capell's  Preface  is  admitted  into  the 

new 


•}•    1  he  0  YIonoffrecTBVuv, 

t  Hen  5.  Aa  i.  So.  2. 


(     50    ) 
Oil  Avon's  banks  I  heard  AcTjEOn  fp)  mourn. 
By  fell  ^laC^  Eetter  ^Og0  in  pieces  torn  j 

Dogs 

Jlew  edition  of  Shakfpeare,  in  Fifteen  volumes.  It  will  iwt 
be  too  much  to  hope  for  an  edition  in  Fifty  volumes  quarto j 
printed  on  a  iiulre-zvove  paper-,  glazed-,  and  hot-prelJed. 

[o)  I  hope  the  reader  u^ill  not  be  difpleafed  with  a  fhort  ob- 
fervation  on  this  fubje^t. — Shakspeare  was  born  in  the 
year  1564,  and  died  on  the  23d  of  April  in  i5i6,  on  his  birth- 
day. It  was  not  until  full  pven  years  after  his  death  that  his 
plays  xierefir/?  collec^ced  and  publiilied  together  in  folio,  in 
the  year  1623,  by  two  of  his  principal  friends  in  the  compa- 
ny of  comedians,  Hem?ninge  and  CandeL  They  lilcewife  cor- 
retled  a  fecond  edition  in  16.32.  It  may  feem  ftrange  to  us,. 
but  it  is  true,  that  no  other  edition  of  his  works  was  attempted 
till  eighty-t'jua  years  after  that  time,  when  in  the  year  17 14  a 
third  edition  was  publifhed  by  Mr.  Rovi^e  with  very  few,  if  any, 
correclions.  Pope,  Theobald,  Hanmer,  Warburton,  Capell,, 
Johnfon,  Steevens,  and  Malone,  have  fince  that  time  given  new 
editions.  Mr.  Steevens,  in  the  year  1766,  publifhed  a  particular 
edition  in  4  volumes  in  8vo,  of  all  the  plays  which  were  printed 
in  4to.  in  Shaklpeare's  life-time  or  before  the  Reftoration.  It  is 
printed  ■verbatim  from  the  old  copies,  and  is  curious  and  valuable. 

Mr, 


f  When  this  note  was  written  (in  1794)  Mr.  Ireland  had  not 
difcovered  the  Shakfpeare  ?na?iufcripts.,  many  of  which  he  has 
fmce  publifhed  by  fuhfcription.  I  believe  Mr.  Malone's  En- 
quiry,^in  1796)  as  well  as  common  fenfe,  has  taught  us  what 
to  think  of  the  originality  of  the  Plays  and  MSS  given  to  Mr. 
Ireland  by  his  Son. — This  fubjetfl  is  confidered  in  the  Second 
Part  of  "  The  Purfuits  of  Literature." 


Dogs  that  from  Gothic  kennels  eager  ftart 

All  well  broke-in  by  Coney -catching  (q)  Arty 

D  2  So 

Mr.  Steevens   affcrts    unequivocally,  that  "  ?/<;  ^roof  can  be 
given  tWdt  the  [)Ostf/{perintended  the  p2^.''Iication   of  any  one  of 
thcfe  hlnfcf"     Pref.  vol.  i.  p.  14.     If  this  be  true,  as  t  beUcve^ 
what  can  any  editor  arrogate  to  himfelf  concerning  ihe  genuine 
text  of  this  great  poet  ?  I  am  not  fpeaking  of  cojijeSlural  criti- 
cifm,  and  of  an  accurate  revifionof  the  punctuation,  which  is  of 
real  confequence,  but  of  the  a6iual  ivordsXhsxvSi^.\z^  as  written 
by  Shakfpeare.    The  original  players,  Hemminge  and  Condell, 
were  in  polleffion  of  the  only  MSS.  which  were  extant  at  the 
very  time  when  the  plays  were  firft  acled ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  play-houfe  manufcript  copy  was  the  only  one  to  which  they 
could  refer,  and  no  MSS.  vvhatfoever  exifted  after  that  time. 
Shakfpeare  appears  wholly  to  have  neglected  or  defpifed  reputa- 
tion in  fucceeding  ages.     It  is  for  this  age  to  amufe  itfelf  with 
fchcols  and  galleries,  and  without  blame,  in  my  opinion. 

(p)  Videre  canes;  ^Tim\x(c\\xe  Melampus^ 
Pamphngus  et  Dorceus^  yelox  cum  fratrc  Lycifcoy 
Ichnohatefque  fagax,  et  villis  Jf bolus  atris, 
Nebrophonofque  valens,  et  trux  cum  Laelape  1  heron, 
Labros  et  Agriodos^  et  acutje  vocis  HylaSfor^ 
Quofque  referre  mora  efl;  ea  turba  cupidine  pr^ed^ 
Qua  via  difficilis,  quaque  eji  via  nulla^  fequuntur. 
Heu  famalos  fugit  ipse  fuos :  clamare  libebat, 
KcTRon  Ego f urn;  Dominum  cognofcite  vestrum: 
Vellet  abeffe  qiiidem — ^fedADESx.     Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  ii. 
N.  B.  It  is  conceived  that  this  canine  metamorphofis  of  the 
Commentators  on  Shakfpeare,  will  be  received  in  a  pleafant 
poinc  of  view  without  ofFence ;  for  I  mufl  fpeak  it  to  the  credit 
of  o  ar  Englifti  hlack  letter  dogs,  that  upon  the  Vi'hole  there  is  more 

harniony 


(     5^     ) 
So  tender  to  the  Paphian  notes  they  m6ve. 
And  feem  as  they  were  only  born  for  (^qq)  love. 

Harkj 

harmony  among  them,  (a  few  cafes  excepted)  than  among  the 
dogs  that  worried  Greek  and  E.oman  authors  in  former  times. 
I  furely  may  be  excufed  for  this  caninity^  if  Mr.  Bryant  himfelf 
has  been  allovved  to  declare,  without  cenfure,  that  Kme;  fignify 
Ot  isps?:  though  certainly  the  Hierarchy  are  infinitely  indebted 
to  him  for  the  difcovery.    Bryant's  Mythol.  vol.  i.  p.  329,  &c. 

{q)  The  fingularity  of  this  term  (which  is  the  only  reafon 
of  my  introducing  it)  called  for  my  attention;  as  no  treatifes 
or  farces,  or  whatever  they  may  be,  are  more  appealed  to  by 
\!i\Q  commentators  than  "  Greene's  Art  of  Coney-catching) 
"  Greene's  Ground  zvork  of  Consy-catch'mg  ;  Gxttnt'?,  Defnce 
"  of  Coney-catching;  Greene's  Difputation  hetvjeen  a  He  Coney- 
"  Catthcr  and  a  She  Coney-Catcher."  As  my  poor  library  will 
not  aiFord  thefe  valuable  books,  I  profefs  myfelf  ftill  ignorant 
of  this  ancient  art  of  Concy-Catchifg^  and  therefore  am  by  no 
means  fit  for  a  commentator  ;  yet  the  reader  may  perhaps 
think  me  fit  for  writing  a  note  or  tv/o  upon  thefe  "  Snappers 
"  UP  OF  UNCONSIDERED  TRIFLES."  ( Wint.  Tale,  A.  4.  fc. 
1.) — I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Steevens  that  Coney-catching  means 
the  art  of  picking  pockets;  (fee  his  note  on  the  words  "  Silly 
Cheat,"  vol.  iv,  p.  368,ed.  1778) — unlefs  there  is  any  pleafant 
allufion,  by  anticipation,  to  feme  late  editions  of  Shakfpeare. 
Pvly  poor  pockets  cannot  keep  up  v/ith  thefe  rifing  demands  upon 
them.  Six  Pounds  Fifteen  Shillings!!  for  the  laft 
edition  of  Shakfpeare,  and  without  any  binding  !  I  cry  you 
mercy,  my  good  Maftcr  Steevens ;  think  of  us  poor  poets. 

(qq)  "  They  of  love  and  love's  difport 
lake    LARGELY,  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  feal."  Milt.  P. 
L.    See   the  Comments  on  Shakfpeare,  as  above,  and  -paffun 
though  the  whole  edition. 


(     5i     ) 
Hark,  Johnson  (r)  fmacks  his  lafli;  loud  founds  the 
Mounted  in  rear  fee  Steevens  Whipper-in,    [din  : 
Rich  with  the  fpoils  of  learning's  131*1011  domain, 
And  guide  fupreme  o'er  all  the  tainted  plain. 
Lo  !  firft  Melampus  {s)  Far]\ier  deftly  fprings, 
(Walter  dc  Mapes  (?)  his  fire)  the  welkin  rings : 

Stout 

(rj  Samuel  Johnson,  L.  !>.  D.  The  reader  muft  know 
enough  of  this  Huntfrnan^  his  green  velvet  cap,  and  brown 
brafs  buttoned  coat,  and  his  churlifti  chiding  of  every  hound 
that  came  near  him,  &c.  &c.  at  leaft  it  is  not  Jemmy  Bofvvell's 
fault  if  he  does  not. — Johnfon  and  Bofwell  \  Adtov  xaa  Bs^xTtona. 
But  now  we  muft  all  regret  the  lofs  of  the  chearful,  the  plea- 
fant  and  inimitable  Biographer  of  his  illuftrious  friend. 

Dr.  Johnfon's  comments  on   Shakfpeare  are  never  fullied 
■  'and  contaminated  with  mlnuti  explications  of  indecent  palTages : 
He  bears  no  token  of  thofe  fable  flrtams, 
But  mounts  far  off  among  the  fwans  of  Thames.  \ 
In  whatever  Dr.  Johnfon  undertook,  it  was  his  determined 
purpofe  to  redlify  the  heart,  to  purify  the  paflions,  to  give  ar- 
dour  to  virtue  and  confidence  to  truth. 

(^)  Melampus  fignifies  a  dog  with  black  feet.  He  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  run  over  the  town  and  county  of  Leicejier^  but 
never  could  be  perfuaded  to  give  any  account  ofit.\ — This  dog 

fc en  ted 

J  Pope  Dune.  L.  2.  v.  297. 

f  I  lament  that  Dr.  Farmer  never  publifhed  his  intended  His= 
TORY  OF  Leicester.  I  lament  it,  but  I  do  not  reprobate  the 
Do(flor,  as  he  behayed  in  a  gentlemanly  manner  when  he  declined 
profecuting  that  work,  which  is  a  real  lof^  to  the  antiquary  and  the 
lover  of  topography. 


(     54     ) 

Stout  Gloucester  (u)  mark  in   Pamphagus  (v)  aJ- 
Who  ncwtr  Jiood  aghaft  in  fpeechlefs  trance  ;     [vance, 
Tbefage  Ichmhates  {w\  fee  Tyrwhitt  limp  ; 
Malone  Hylador  {n)  bounds,  a  clear-voic'd  imp; 

Nor 

fcented  out  the  Learning  of  Shakfpaore  with  true  and  original 
fagacity,  and  abfolutely  unkennelled  it.  This  is  his  proper 
praife.  Mr,  Steevens  %«,  "  Could  a perfeSi  and  deciftve  edi- 
^'  tion  of  Shakfpeare  be  produced,  it  were  to  be  expe(£ted  only 
*'  (chough  we  fear  in  vain)  from  the  hand  of  Dr.  Farmer? 
"  v/hofe  MORE  SERIOUS  AvocATioNsyi>?-3;ViHiM  to  undertake 
«  what,  &c.  &c."  See  Advert  by  Mr.  Steevens  to  Shakfpeare, 
Edit.  1793,  p>  II.  ^nch  gravity  of  compliments  between  two 
editors  reminds  me  of  what  Shakfpeare  calls,  "  The  Encoun- 
*•'  TER  OF  TWO  Dog  Apes." 

{c)  Ir alter  de  Mapes  was  the  jovial  archdeacon  of  Oxford, 
the  Anacreon  oi  the  eleventh  century.  '^  A  decent prieji  where 
'''•  ^mcnkies  were  tbe godi^f"  and  author  of  the  divine  ode,  be- 
ginning : 

"  Mihi  f.t  propoutum  in  taberna  mori ; 

Vinum  fit  appofitum  morientis  ori, 

Ut  dicant,  cu-n  venerint  angclorum  chori, 

Deus^f.t  propAiius  huic  P oiai^jri  P''  Sec. 

(a)  Stout  Gloucejler, — Warburton,  Bill:\op  of  Gioucefier. — ' 
See  Gray's  Bard.  "  Stout  G.iouceder  flood  aghaft  in  fpeech- 
lefs trance."     Stanza  1. 

(i')  Pamphagus — fignihes  a  dog  of  a  mofi:  voracious  appetite, 
who  fnaps  at  and  devours  every  thing  digeftible  or  indigefti- 

ble. 

f  Dunciad  B,  3.  208.  f  Her.  A.  P.  v.  228. 


(    55    ) 

Nor  can  I  pafs  Lycifca  Montague,  (y) 
Her  yelp  thougli  feeble,  and  her  fandals  blue  ; 

AJbolus 

ble.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Divine  Lf^ation^  Sic. 
&c.  well  know  the  nature  of  Warhurton's  literary  appetite> 
and  the  danger  of  hunting  in  the  fame  field  with  him.  With 
all  his  eccentricities  this  was  a  noble  dog,  and  there  is  not  one 
of  the  true  breed  left  worthy  of  the  progenitor,  though  there 
are  a  few  mongrels. 

(w)  Ichfiobates  means  a  dog  who  tracks  out  the  game  before 
him.  No  one  was  more  diligent  than  this  dog,  yet  he  fre- 
quently went  upon  a  wrong  fcent;  but  would  never  fufFer  the 
huntfman  to  call  him  off,  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Canterbury  and  Brijiol. — If  I  were  again  to  metamorphof^  thefe 
hounds  into  men,  I  (hould  lament  the  application  of  Mr.  Tyr- 
whitt's  learning  and  fagacity.  **  Ilium  pro  literato  plerique 
*'  laudandum  duxerunt,  quum  ille,  n^niis  quihufdam  anilibus 
"  occupatus,  inter  Milefias  Punicas  Apuleii  sui  et  ludicra  li- 
"  teraria  confenefceret."  (Vid.  Julium  Capitolinum  in  Vita 
Clodii  Albini  ad  Conflantium  Auguftum;)  I  will  however  fay, 
as  to  my  own  part,  Ilium  pro  literato  laudandum  femper  duxi, 
but  with  a  referve  as  to  the  application  of  his  learning.  I  wifh 
this  Ichnobates  had  been  utilium  fa2;ax  rerian. 

(at)  HylaSior  means  a  dog  with  a  clear  and  ftrong  voice. 
One  would  think  that  this  dog  was  one  of  Canidia's  breed,  which 
called  from  the  fepulchre  the  aiStual  remains  of  the  dead  to  en- 
chant and  ftupify  the  living.  This  dog  has  been  fcratching  up 
the  earth  about  Dolors  Commons^  and  has  torn  up  all  the  Wills  of 
the  ailors  who  lived  in  Shakfpeare's  time,  and  carried  them  in 
his  mouth  to  the  printer  of  a  late  edition  of  that  author.— 

'     But 


(     56     ) 

AJbohis  {■£)  Hawkins,  a  grim  fhaggy  hound, 
la  Mufic  growls,  and  beats  the  bufhes  round  ;  {a) 
Then  !  orson  view  Nebrophoms  (b)  the  flirewd,  (c^ 
Yet  foaming  with  th'  Archdeacon's  {d)  critic  blood  j 

See 

But  when  I  fpeak  of  rational  men,  it  pafles  the  bounds  of  all 
fagacity  to  divine,  by  what  fpecies  of  refined  abfurdity  the  Wilk 
and  Teftaivents  of  ABors  couM  be  raked  up  and  publifhed  to 
ilju/trate  Shakfpeare.  (See  Malone's  Shakfpeare,  vol.  ii.  p. 
186,  &c.  &c  &c.  and  in  the  2d  vol.  of  the  edit,  of  Shakfpeare, 
in  173)  A  critick  for  fuch  an  ingenious  invention  fhould 
b;,'  prfirnted  with  the  altidn  Bagnnec  caliendritmy  which  would 
not  eafily  fall  from  his  head. — But  Mr.  M.  has  redeemed  this 
piece  of  folly  by  many  valuable  literary  excellencies. 

[y)  See  her  Effay  on  Shakfpeare,  chiefly  againft  the  French 
criticks.  A  very  pretty  EiTay,  and  a  great  many  very  pretty 
things  have  been  faid  about  it,  which  1  fhall  not  contradi<Si:. 
*  Dives  agrisy  dives  pofitis  infcsnore  nummis"  is  a  verfe  which 
has  always  filled  a  houfe  with  fincere  admirers,  ivithcut  any 
Jlattery.  N.  B=  I  muft  obfervey^r  the  information  of  pofterity-i 
that  the  meeting  of  the  female  Literata  at  Mrs.  Montague's 
houfe  inPortman  Square,  was  ftilcd  ''  the  Blue  Stocking  Club.''* 

**  Fortunata  la  Calza  azzurra  e'  d'oro, 
*'  Si  grata  a  Febo,  e.  al  fanto  Aonio  coro  !" 

(z)  Jj bolus  fignifies  a  dog  of  afwarthy  complexion. 

(<T!  )  Eeats  the  Itfljes  rw//c/.— -Defcriptive  of  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins's Hiftory  of  Muiic ;  in  which  however  there  is  a-juch 
original  and  valuable  information. 


(     S7     ) 
See  Dorceus  f  WniTiiR  o'er  the  learned  foil, 
Brifk,  though  at  fault,  with  nciu  afTociates  toil ; 
In  Theron\   e)  form,  mark  Ritson  next  contend, 
Fierce,  meagre,  pale,  no  commentator's  (/)  friend  : 

{/')  A^fi5ro/)Z'oncj-fignifies  a  c'og  that  kills  the  fawns  and  deer, 

and  fo  in  truth  it  is  •, 

Archdeacons,  rats,  and  fiich  fmall  deer, 
Have  been  Dick's  food  for  many  a  year. 

And,  as  Lear  fays,  <«  I'll  take  a  word  with  this  fame  LEARN- 

««  ED  Theban  ;"    my  learned  Maficr  Richard  Porfon  :  but 

he  loves  no  titles  !  It  would  be  better  if  he  did. 

(<:) — Mr.  Malone  fays,  the  word  Jhrcwd  means  acute,  or  in- 
telligetit\  Mr.  Steevens  fays,  it  is  bitter  or  fever e.  Shakfp. 
Ed.  I793j  vol.  vi,  p.  430.  Reader,  you  may  chufe,  or  ra- 
ther combine  the  ternis. 

[d)  The  reader  may  be  furprifed   to  find  any  theological 
writings  in  this  part ;  but  Mr.  Steevens's  ingenuity  has  con- 
trived 

(f )  Dorceiis,  lignifies,  m  my  opinion,  a  dog  of  a  fliarp 
fight,  apt  to  fee  ivhat  nobody  elf e  can  in  a  large  field.  Some  de- 
rive it  from  Aopa?,  capra,  quafi  per  faltum^  which  I  rejedt.— 
See  Mr.  Whiter's  Commentaries  on  Shakfpeare,  on  a  new 
principle,  &c.  publifhed  in  1794.  This  is  certainly  a  learned 
dog.  He  is  out  of  the  aftual  chace;  but  might,  with  great 
propriety,  join  the  pack  on  a  future  day  :  or  in  plain  words, 
when  a  new  edition  of  Shakfpeare  is  printed,  there  fhould 
be  a  fele<flion  of  notes  from  his  book.  His  criticifm  on  the 
fecond  Eclogue  of  the  Poems  afcribed  to  Rowley,  (truly 
or  falfely)  in  point  of  ingenuity  and  illuftrative  learning  has 
never  been  furpaffed.  Cuicunqiie  veterum  farther  cppofuerim. 


(     58     ) 
Tom  Warton  laft,  Agriodos  (g)  acute, 
With  Labrcs  Percy  (^hj  barks  in  clofe  purfuit : 

Hot 

trived  to  prefs  Mr.  Profeflor  Porfon's  letters  to  Mr.  Archdea- 
con Travis  into  the  fer vice  of  Shakfpeare  ;    and  by  fuch  inge- 
nuity ivho  oxivhat  may  not  he  prejjed  into  it  ?  This  is  quite  a 
fufficient  excufe  for  me,  or  rather  a  full  juftification  of  my  al- 
lufion  to  them.     See  Tempeft,  vol.   iii.   p.  68.   Steev.  Edit. 
1793.     Mr.  Steevens  ftiles  Mr.  P.  *«  an  excellent  fcholar  and  a 
perfpicacious  critic  j"  in  which  I  mofl  cordially  agree.   But,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  he  thanks  neither  Mr.  Steevens,  nor  me, 
nor  Dr.  Parr,  nor  Dr.  Burney  the  fchoolmafter,  nor  any  other 
Dodlor  or  Miller  in  this  country,   for  any  opinion  they  may 
entertain  or  exprefs  of  him  or  his  works.     He  neither  gives 
nor  takes.    I  find  the  Archdeacon  has  re-publifhed  his  work, 
and  in  my  opinion  has  very  wifely  declined  being  ledzny  more 
by  Dick  and  the  foul  fiend  "  through  fire,  and  through  flame 
*«  and  whirlpool,  o'er  bog  and  quagmire,  and  having  knives 
*'  laid  under  his  pillow."     But  the  Archdeacon  has  had  the 
weaknefs  to  print  his  work  on  a  wire-ivove paper  and  hot  pref 
fed.    Had  I  been  the  Archdeacon,  I  fhould  have   been  con- 
tented with  the  hot-preffing  by  Mr.  Porfon — hot  indeed,  hif- 
fmg-hot ! — This  controverfy   has   no  good   end  :  learning   is 
good,  and  theology  is  good  ;   but  there  is  fomething  better, 
H  Ayciif/j.  There  is  aifo  a  writer  who  fays  KatTaKa^^vSTak  EAEOS 
Kfic-iui;.      Is  it  not  fo,  Mr.  Profeflor  ? 

[e)  Theron  fignifies  a  dog  of  innate  ferocity. 

{f)Poor  Tom  IVarton  could  have  told  a  piteous  tale,  how  his 
hiftorick  body  tuns  punched  full  of  deadly  holes  by  this  literary  Ri- 
chard Hid. — Dr.  Percy  could  make  a  lamentation  or  two  in 
forae  ancient  ditty,  in  zfit  or  canto,  Mr.  Malone  probably  has 
felt  a  gripe  rather  ftrong.     The  antiquaries— but  they  have 

fpohcn 
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Hot  was  the  chace  ;  I  left  it  out  of  breath  ; 
1  vvifh'd  not  to  be  in  at  Shakspeare's  death. 

OCTAVIUS. 

fpohii  for  thanfelves.  The  Antiquarian  Society  is  amiable  and 
harmlefs,  and  from  what  I  have  I'een,  their  publications  refem- 
ble  the  fubjefts  of  them,  Nek^wv  amenhna  vmc-uvx.  Who 
could  wilh  to  dilturb  fuch  repofe? 

[g)  Jgriodos  fignifies  a  dog  with  a  fliarp  tooth. — I  always 
regret  the  lofs  of  Thomas  Warton  :  in  his  various  writings  he  is 
amufing,  inftru6live,  pleafant,  learned  and  poetical.  The 
lofs  of  the  laft  Volume  of  the  Hiftory  of  Englifli  Poetry,  muft 
for  ever  be  lamented.  I  defpair  of  any  Artift  able  to  finifh  fuch 
a  work,  with  fo  few  imperfections,  and  with  fuch  various 
erudition.  Tom  Warton  had  rather  a  kindly  affection  for  the 
jovial  memory  of  Archdeacon  Walter  de  Mapes  of  the  iitli 
century,  mentioned  for  his  drinking  ode  in  a  former  note. 
Mr.  W.  tells  us,  (with  a  warm  panegyrick)  in  his  2d  Diflert. 
to  the  Hift.  of  E.  P.  that  this  divine  Anacrcon  wrote  alfo  a 
Latin  ode  in  favour  of  married  priefts,  concluding  with  thefc 
fpirited  lines : 

Ecce  pro  Clericis  multum  allegavi ; 

Nee  non  pro  Prefbyteris  multum  comprobavi ; 

Pater  nofter  pro  me  quoniam  peccavi, 

Dicat  quifque  Prelbyter  cum  Jua  SuAVi  ! 

I  quote,  this  for  my  otvn  fake,  quoniam  peccaviy  and  am  in- 
clined to  hope  thai  every  Prejhyter  cum  Jua  SuAVi,  will  be  as 
kind  to  the  author  of  this  poem  on  the  pursuits  of  Li- 
terature. Requiefcat ! 


f  Nam  poflunt  vino  nigrum  praefigure  7 beta.  Pers.  Sat.  4, 
V.  13.  A  beautiful  phrafe  for  black-balling  ?l  msiXi  in  any  club  or 
fociety. 


G  C  T  A  V I  U  S,     ' 
Here  yet  awhile  (/)  thefe  honeft  labours  clofe. 
And  leave  indignant  Genius  to  repofe, 

{h)  Labros  figniHes  a  dog  that  opens  continually. — But  I 
Ibrget — Si  quis  dixerit  Epis^opum  aliqud  infinvitaie  laborare, 
anathema  efl:o. — And  thus  I  take  my  leave  of  the  whole 
Mssra  imer  kennel,  with  all  their  wit,  and  ah  their  follies, 
snd  all  their  merry  humours;  and  they  may  both  now  and 
liere^.fter,  unawed  by  their  great  Huntfman  who  is  no  more, 
snd  moft  probably  unmclefled  by  me,  continue  to  bark  and 
growl,  and  fnapj  and  quarrel,  and  teazeone  another,  til!  there 
'remains  not  ?  critical  offal  for  which  they  may  contend.  Ei 
vehit  abfentem  certatim  AcT^liONA  clament.\ — Finally.,  as  to  this 
^ff?o/:«y  Edition  of  Shakfpeare  by  George  Steevens  Efq.  and 
the  whole  Black-ktter  Kennell;  I  muft  pronounce  its  great 
Mulogiumj  as  it  is  beautifully  conceived  and  expreiTcd  in  the 
words  of  a  rnafter  of  the  moft  finiflied  Latinity  of  the  Auguf- 
tars  age,  "  Hic  Liber  eft co?igIutmatus  ex  tarn  mult'is  lihrisy  quot 
lanus  pinguis  Cocus,  Oves,  hves,  fi^es,  grties,  anferes^  pajferes^ 
f£c.  zs'c.  ^c.  coquere,  aut  unus  fumofus.  QA\thOiOT  centum 
magna  hypocaufta  ex  illis  cakfacere  pojjit !  I  /"Epift.  Qhfcuroriim 
Virorum  ! 

(i  J  <*  Hrec  SAT  erit,  Divse,  veftrum  cecinifTe  Poetam." 
So  faid  Virgil,  %  and  {o  fays  try  friend  Octavius,  to  whofe 
judgment  I  fubmit,  and  write  this  note  in  conchjion  for  the pre- 
fent^  that  I  may  offer  and  recommend  to  the  coniideration  of 
all  Poets,  Orators,  and  Writers,  facred  and  profane,  a  fentence 
from  Swift,  which  I  could  wifii  to  fee  engraven  in  letters  of 
gold,  as  an  everlafting  admonition.  It  is  this  :  "  T^ojay  the 
*'  truths  no  parr  of  knowledge  feems  to  be  in  fewer  hands,  than 
««  that  of  difcerning  WHEN  TO  HAVE  DONE." 


$  Ovid,  Met.  Lib.  3.  %  Virg,  Eel.  10.  v.  70. 
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PREFACE 

TO  THE  SECOND  DIALOG UEf 


OF      THE 


PURSUITS    OF    LITERATURE, 


J-  wo  years  have  palTed  fince  I  publifhed  "  The  FIrft 
"  Part  of  the  Purfuits  of  Literature."  I  now  offer  a  con- 
tinuation of  it  to  the  attention  of  thofe  perfons  who  may 
feel  themfelves  interefted  in  fuch  refearches ;  the  fubjedts 
of  which  indeed,  in  their  evetit^  are  important  to  us  all. 
What  I  obferved  of  the  Firft  Part,  I  obferve  of  this,  add 
the  following  Part?,  "  that  no  imitation  is  intended  of  any 
former  writer  or  of  any  former  poem."  That  it  will  at- 
tracly3;/2^  attention  in  fame  places,  I  am  confident;  but  it 
will  be  idle  to  make  any  conje£ture  as  to  the  author.  He  is, 
and  will  be  concealed  upon  motives  very  different  from  the 
apprehenfion  of  any  private  refentment.     I   difTuade  every 

perfon 


t  Fifft  printed  in  May  1 796. 
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P;erroii  from  flippant  and  random  application  of  any  fuppofed 
name;  it  is  as  unjuft,  as  it  is  abfurd.  "  Flebit  et  infignis 
"  tota  cantabitur  urbe,"f  was  faid  of  old.  I  do  not  fay 
this,  but  I  recommend  to  every  gentleman  and  lady  of  emi- 
nent fagacity  and  curionty  to  remember,  that  there  is  a  dark- 
nefs  vjhich  may  be  felt. 

As  to  the  fubjecl  of  Satire  in  general,  I  will  add  a  few 
words,  as  they  are  not  wholly  unimportant,  and  as  they  ex- 
plain my  own  ideas.  All  reprehenfion  of  vice,  or  of  folly, 
or  of  any  moral  depravity,  muft  ceafe  at  once,  if  it  is  required 
of  the  author  of  that  reprehenfion,  that  he  be  blamelefs  him- 
felfinthe  {iri6t,  or  indeed  in  any,  {^r\{Q  of  that  word.  But 
if  the  enumeration  of  evils,  wickednefs,  folly,  extravagance, 
abufe  of  knowledge  in  theory  or  practice,  and  a  cenfure  of 
fuch  adlions  and  of  fuch  opinions,  be  confidered  as  the  pro- 
ducSlion  of  a  mind  bad,  reprehenfible,  and  unquiet  in  itfelf, 
I  fear,  that  few  philofophers  are  exempt  from  the  charge. 
In  my  opinion,  the  Philofppher  himfelf  is  a  fatirifi-,  fpeaking 
to  the  world  at  large,  without  a  fpecific  reference  to  any 
nation.  The  Satiriil,  (in  the  general  acceptation  of  the 
word^  is  a  writer  in  poetry  or  in  profe,  who  addreffes  himfelf 
to  a  peculiar  part  of  the  world,  generally  to  his  own  country  .- 
men,andcallingthemtoa  view  of  their  faults,  follies,  or  vices, 
which  are  deftru6live  of  fociety,  of  government,  of  good  man- 
ners, orof  good  literature.  The  philofophick  Satirift  effe6ls 
his  purpofe  by  appealing  to  man  and  his  nature  ;  the  modern 
poet,    fuppofing  and    acknowledging    the   truth    of    thefe 

original 


f  Hor.  Lib.  2.  S.  i.v.  45. 
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original  principles,  argues  virtually  from  them,  butclire£ls  hi* 
attention  to  exilting  pcrfons,  circumftances,  opinionr,  and 
books,  in  his  own  times.  He  illuftrates  his  do(R;rine  by  that 
forcible  appeal,  affilled  by  'earning,  wit  and  ridicule  ;  with  an 
honed  endeavour  to  uphold  the  common  caufe  of  wifdom,  of 
truth,  and  of  virtue,  without  which  criticifm  is  malignity,  and 
fatire  is  fcandal. 

Yet,  however  excellent,  the  work  of  any  Satirift  is  tran- 
fitory  as  to  its  immediate  fubje6l.  Eut  as  it  is  a  view  of  life 
dcfigned  (a)  to  beprcfented  to  other  times,  as  well  as  to  thofe 
in  which  it  is  written,  the  neceffity  of  an  author's  furnifhing 
Notes  to  his  own  compojitions  (b)  is  evident,  to  clear  up  for  him- 
k'lf  fuch  difficulties  as  the  lapfe  of  time,  ('and  indeed  of  a  very 
litile  time)  would  unavoidably  create.  This  is  a  privilege 
and  a  liberty  which  was  denied  to  the  ancients,  which  Drydea 
rejedled,  and  Pope  partially  adopted. 

Afcer  thefe  few  obfervations,  (which  I  thought  necefTary 
or  I  would  not  have  written  them)  I  ofFer  this  continuation 
of  the  Poem  to  my  readers,  not  without  the  fpirit  of  a  writer 
who  has  endeavoured  well.  I  will  alfo,  upon  refle6lion,  add 
the  words  of  a  man,  not  to  be  named  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

E  «  I  do 


{a)  I  Vi-'fir  the  reader  to  Dean  Stvlfi's  dedication  to  Prince  Pofterity, 

(^)  "  The  notes  I  wifli  to  be  very  large  in  what  relates  to  the  per- 
fons  concerned  :  for  I  have  long  obferved,  that  twenty  miles  from 
London,  nobody  underftands  hints,  initial  letters,  or  town  facts  and 
paflages,  and  in  a  few  years  not  even  thofe  who  live  in  London." 
Swift's  advice  to  Pope.  July  i6,  1728. — Pope's  Works,  Vol.  9. 
p.  117.  lVar(>urtQns  ti^iVion,  Svo. 
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*'  I  do  not  look  to  be  afked,  wherefore  I  wrote  this  book ;  it 
**  being  no  difficulty  to  anfwer,  that  I  did  it  to  thofe  ends, 
«'  which  the  beft  men  propofe  to  themfelves  when  they  write." 


(  ^1  ) 
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DIALOGUE  THE  SECOND.  (*) 


AUTHOR, 

All  hail  to  Ceftria,  and  her  mitred  lord !  {a) 
And  may  the  mufe  in  laliing  drains  record 
That  lawn'd  Endymion  of  a  happier  age  ; 
Who,  wild  with  rapture  and  empiric  rage, 
On  bold  afpiring  pinion  could  prefume 
To  journey  through  the  vaft  sethereal  gloom  ; 
Who,  tir'd  of  earth  and  dreams  of  gowned  reft. 
Sunk  in  the  elyfium  of  his  Cjnlhia*s  bread ! 

E  1  But 

(*)  Firft  publiihed  in  May,  1796. 

[a)  John  Wilkins,  Bilhop  of  Chefter  in  the  laft  century, 
wrote  a  celebrated  "  Difcourfe  concerning  the  poflibility  of  a 
paflTage  to  the  moon."  The  bifhop  is,  as  all  bifiiops  fhou'd 
be,  very  ferious  on  the  occafion  ;  and  as  an  effedual  change 
of  air  and  climate  is  recommended  in  fo  many  difeafes,  I  ap- 
prove moft  of  all  of  Doclor  Wilkins's  prefcription  of  a  flying 

Chariot  j 
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But  2h,for  m  thofe  wizard  wonders  ceafe  % 
In  war,  death,  peftilence,  or  dang'rous  peace, 
Condemn'd  to  groan  in  this  diforder'd  hour. 
Vigors  and  viflims  of  th'  unhallow'd  pow'r. 
That  bids  the  weftern  world  or  roufe  or  weepj 
O'erwhelm'd  beneath  the  formidable  deep. 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 
Of  France  (ad)  enough  :  go  bend  before  that  tombj 
Where  other  palms  and  other  laurels  bloom. 

Where 

chariot  5  and  inftead  of  raving  or  fiorming,  or  fretting  about 
the  accidents  of  life,  to  fet  off  direilly — -for  the  moon.  This 
method  oi  tratijlation.,  (a  happy  thought  in  a  biftiop,)  would  at 
once  fuperfcde  the  neceflity  of  fuicide,  prifons  or  revolutions, 
when  people  are  out  of  humour.  Befides  Dr,  Herfchell  has 
told  us  what  an  agreeable  place  the  moon  is.  I  believe  he  has 
defcried  the  furveyors  of  the  lunar  turnpike  roads,  and  has  ac- 
tually feen  their  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  fome  of  the  Selenites 
in  a  folemn  proceffion.  This  cannot  much  furprife  us,  as  he 
has  nearly  difcovered  what  the  fun  is  made  of,  which  lies  a  lit- 
tle further  from  us. — Upon  my  word,  Philofophy  is  a  very 
pleafant  thing  and  has  various  ufes  ;  one  of  the  beft  is,  it  makes 
us  laugh  fometimes. 

{aa)  I  can  mention  no  lines  fo   expreflive  of  the  ftate  of 
France,  as  the  following,  adapted  from  Boileau. 
"  Dechirans  a  I'envi  leur  propre  Republique^ 
Lions  contre  Lions,  parens  contre  parens, 
Combattent  foUement  pour  le  choix  des  tyrans  !" 

Sat.  8.  v.  IJ2.     (1796.) 
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Where  Maro  fleeps  ;  or  in  the  Sabine  {hade, 

Or  in  fevere  Aquinum's  inmoft  glade, 

Faft  by  Voltcrra's  (a)  dark  Etrurian  grove. 

With  Boileau's  (b)  art  and  Dryden's  rapture  rove. 

Be  wife  betimes,  and  in  refiftlefs  profe 

Leave  Burke  alone  to  thunder  on  our  foes. 

Let  Wakefield  (c)  rant,  and  pallid  Thelwall  bawl, 

Lords  of  mifrule  in  Anarchy's  wild  hall, 

Such 

(a)  Juvenal  was  born  at  Aquinum,  and  Perfius  at  Volterra, 
in  Italy. 

(/')  Boileau. — The  moft  perfect  of  all  modern  writers  in 
true  tafte  and  judgment.  His  fagacity  was  unerring  ;  he  com- 
bined every  ancient  excellence,  and  appears  original  even  in 
the  adoption  of  acknowledged  thoughts  and  allufions.  He  is 
the  juft  and  adequate  reprefentative  of  Horace,  Juvenal,  and 
Periius  united,  iviihctit  otie  indecent  blemijh  ;  and  for  my  own 
part  I  have  always  conlidered  him  as  the  mojl  JiniJIjed gentleman 
that  ever  wrote.  I  have  fpoken  more  at  large  of  this  poet  in 
another  place.  "" 

[c)  Wakefield.  Whenever  I  think  of  the  name  of  Gilbert 
Wakefield^  and  look  at  the  lift  of  his  works,  (fori  would  not 
'undertake  to  read  them  all^)  I  feel  alternately  forrow  and  in- 
dignation. His  learning  and  fagacity  are  indeed  fufficit-nt  to 
entitle  him  to  fome  patronage,  and  to  the  removal  of  every 
want.  But  his  fpirit  is  fo  reftlefs,  his  temper  is  {o  overbearing 
and  tyrannical,  (I  fpeakyro^w  the  conftderation  of  his  works  alcne\ 
his  contempt  for  others  is  fo  great,  and  his  perfonal  vanity  fo 

confpicuous. 
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Buch  prophets  as  ere  long  Home  Tooke  may  fave? 
And  hide  and  feed  hy  fifties  {d)  in  a  cave  : 

Let 


confpicuous,  that  even  I'tteraiure  hegins  to  he  "weary  of  him.  But 
when  I  turn  to  his  religious  and  political  opinions,  I  find  all 
the  virulence  and  afperity  of  the  reformer,  all  the  infolence 
and  even  impudence  of  the  alTertors  of  equality,  a  want  of  de- 
cent, or  even  of  common  refpej^:  to  dignified  cbaradkrs,  and  a 
mind  ''naturally  defigned  for  better  exertions,  and  cultivated  in 
the  groves  of  an  univerfity)  hoftile  and  implacable  to  every 
eftablifhment,  and  with  a  ftrong  tendency  even  to  f  fanguina- 
ry  perfccut'on.  I  fpeak  of  him  as  a  publick  man  ;  1  have  no 
contempt  of  his  attainments.  But  I  will  never  fuffer  him,  or 
any  other  man,  who  obtrudes  himfelf  and  his  political  princi^ 
pies  and  meafures  upon  the  publick,  to  pafs  me  without  no- 
tice ;  or  as  the  poet  ftrongly  exprefles  it, 

Glomerare  fub  antro 
Fumiferani  ino£icm,  commixiis  igne  tenebris^  § 
ivithout  the  reprehenfion  he  deferves.  (17^6.)     . 

(^)  By  fifties. — "  Obadiah  took  the  prophets^  and  liid  then)  by 
fifty  in  a  cave^  and  fed  them  with  bread  and  w/72'(rr."  Kings  B.  i. 

ch. 


f  See  (if  it  is  worth  while)  Gilbert  Wakefield's  pamphlet  en- 
titled "  Remarks  on  the  General  Orders  given  by  the  Duke  of 
?' York  to  his  army,  July,  7,  1794,  refpeding  the  decree  of  the 
*■  French  Convention,  to  give  no  quarter  to  the  Britifh  and  Ha- 
^'  noverians,  1794."  I  only  mention  this  or  any  of  Mr.  Wake- 
field's writings  for  their  /pint  and  tendency,  as  the  conipofitions 
-are  v/orth  little  notice,  i  ihall   not  at  prefent  wander   though  his 

Si'-va 

§  Vir  iSn,  8.  v.  2^4, 


C    71    ) 

Let  fuch  call  Pitt  or  Grenville  meanly  bold, 
Wbocalm'd  the  terror  of  Burke's  claws  in  gold,  (e) 

You  read  perchance  a  miniller  in  books,  (f) 
And  know  an  honeft  ftatefman  by  his  looks  j 

Think 

ch.  18.  V.  4.  In  xht  provjfions  of  that  mofl:  import-^nt,  and  I 
wifli  I  could  f<iy,  perpetual  aft,  (pa (Ted  in  1  795)  for  prevent- 
ing feditious  aflemblies,  &c.  &c.  &c.  it  is  fpccified  that  none  of 
thefc  prophets,  or  lefturers,  or  diviners  in  democracy,  fliall 
meet  in  greater  numbers  than  byjifty  in  a  cave,  or  elfewhere  ; 
and  confidering  the  inflammatory  nature  of  their  difordersit 
is  devoutly  to  be  wifhed,  that  they  may  be  kept  upon  the  fame 
cooling  diet. 

(<■)  "  Summosauro  manfueverat  ungues."  Statius.  A  beau- 
tiful periphrafis  for  giving  a  penfion  ;  but  it  is  a  penfion  nobly 
merited.  I  wifli  however  moft  fincerely,  for  the  dignity  of 
Mr.  Burke's  charafler  in  the  prefent  age  and  to  all  pofterity, 
that  it  had  not  been  accepted,    noyyoy  ai- Trpiai^^ii'.     (1795} 

(fj  I  allude  to  the  profound  knowledge  which  bufy  men 
acquire  of  the  mod  fecret  defigns  of  the  Britifh,  or  even  of  fo- 
reign cabinets,— from  the  nevvs-paperSo  Nothing  is  io  pleafnnt 

as 


Silva  Critica,  "  Ubi  pailim  palantes  Error  redlo  de  tramite  pellit." 
|]riis  ravages  on  Virgil  and  Horace,  in  his  Jate  editions  of  them, 
are  often  as  {hocking  to  tafte  as  to  truth.  Bentley's  hook  ( 1  beg 
pardon  for  coupling  the  names)  was  nothing  to  the  h'vell'ing  axe 
of  Gil.  Wakefield.  If  Mr.  Wakefield  docs  not  wiire  with  greater 
care  and  ability  than  he  has  hitherto  fhev;n,  neither  men,  wot  gods, 
aor  columns  will  permits  his  works  to  be  extant  very  long. 

11  Her.  L.  2.  Sat.  3.  v.  4?^ 


(    7-^    ) 
Think  ind  debates  the  fplrit  may  be  feen. 
In  Thurlow  juft,  in  Loughborough  ferene  ; 
In  Grenville,  firmnefs ;  majefty,  in  Pitt  ; 
And  in  Dundas,  the  courage  to  fubmit. 
Proud  of  your  keen  difcernment  you  retire, 
Smit  with  the  fame  of  Rollo's  bard  (g)  and  fquire, 
You'd  print  (poor  man  I)  your  fatire  and  your  fong, 
Corred,  as  Gifford,  or  as  Cowper,  ftrong. 

AUTHOR. 

Yes :  to  my  country's  juilice  I  appeal, 
Nor  dread  the  prefs,  the  guillotine,  nor  wheel, 

Nor 

as  to  hear  men  aflert  without  the  leaft  hefitation  what  they 
knozv  oi  the  intention  of  Minifters.  I  really  envy  the  fatis- 
faftion  they  feel,  when  they  communicate  their  difcoveries 
to  fuch  unenlightened  and  ignorant  men  as  myfelf. 

(g)  The  Rolliad,  &c. — Dr. Lawrence  has  juft  informed 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  (who  are  prodigioully  interefted 
about  the  Do6lor)  that  he  is  of  the  old  School,  and  that  HE 
intends  to  "  bring  forward  A  motion  iofilence  that  declamation 
*^  fo  commonly  ufed  in  the  Houfe,  &c.  &c.  &c."  This  is  modejl  in- 
deed, and  if  he  effects  his  purpofe,  I  hope  theuniverfal  thanks 
G^the  Hoiije,  Dinner-troops,  Family-men  and  all,  will  be  voted 
to  him,  Ncm.  Con. — ■"  Talk  of  a  Coronation  ?"— -See  I'he 
Farce  of  Peeping  Tvm.  (Note  Dec.  31,  1796,)  N.  B.  The 
Do£lor  nevermade  the  motion.  Partiiriunt  montes,  &c.  &c.— 
(added  AiiguCi:  I'jQ]-) 


(     73     ) 
Nor  fulfome  praife,  nor  coldnefs  of  negled. 
Nor  all  that  poets  meet,  but  fcarce  expedV ; 
And  fince  tbe  quejlion  I  fliall  never  fear, 
A  rhyming  culprit's  bold  confeflion  hear. 

Plays  I  could  frame,  like  Ireland,  (/)  by  the  fcore ; 
Memory  I  have,  not  Middleton  {k)  has  more  ; 
Could  fmg  of  gardens,  yet  well  pleas'd  to  fee 
Walpole  (/)  and  Nature  may,  for  once,  agree ;  . 
Could  give  with  Darwin,  to  the  heclick  kind, 
Receipts  in  verfe  to  fliift  the  north-eaft  wind  (jii)  ; 

With 


(i)  The  publiftier  of  the  newly-found  manufcnptsz«  Shak' 
jpeare'i  own  hand  writing.  The  reader  will  find  more  on  this 
fubjeil  in  thecourfc  of  this  Second  Dialogue. 

(k)  The  famous  witnefs  on  Mr.  Eiaftings's  trial,  the  difciple 
of  Themiflocles. 

(l)  Read  (it  well  deferves  the  attention)  that  quaint,  but 
moft  curious  and  learned  writer's  excellent  Eflay  on  Modern 
Gardening,  at  the  end  of  his  Lives  of  the  Painters. 

(m)  See  Dr.  Darwin's  Loves  of  the  Plants  and  a  long  and 
pleafant  note,  in  which  the  Doil:or  thinks  it  very  feafible  to 
manage  the  %vtnds^  (and  every  thing  elfe  I  believe)  at  hts  plea- 
fure,  by  a  Utile  phikfophy.  I  never  read  any  thing  fo  comforta- 
ble in  my  life.  Martinus  Scriblerus  will  be,  after  all,  a  legiti- 
mate natural  philofopher.    It  appears  to  me,  that  Dr.  Darwin's 

ingenious 


(     74     ) 

With  Price  (n)  and  Knight  grounds  by  negled  im- 
prove. 
And  banifh  ufe,  for  naked  Nature's  love. 
Lakes,  foreft],  rivers,  in  one  landfcape  drawn, 
]Vly  park,  a  county,  and  a  heath,  my  lawn ; 
With  Knight,  man's  civil  progrefs  Co)  could  rehearfe, 
Andput  Hume,  Smith,  or  Tacitus  in  verfe; 

Or, 

tngeJilous  U7tder /landing  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  folve  the  follow- 
ing problem  ir.  natural  philofophy :  "  Whether,  the  hybernal 
*-i  frigidity  fifths  Antipodes^  P^JF^S  ^"  ^"  orthogonal  line  through 
*'  the  bomogetjsous  folidity  of  the  center,  might  warm  the  fuper- 
*■'■  ficial  connexlty  of  our  heels  by  a  foft  antiperijlafis  ?'*  I  hai'e 
given  a  tranflation  of  this  great  and  ufeful  problem,  (as  the 
French  Philofopher  Pantagruel  is  not  quite  fo  intelligible  in  the 
orio-inal,)  that  Dr.  Darwin  may  difcufs  it  at  large  in  the  next 
edition  ot  his  Zoonomia,  which  is  much  to  be  defired.  I  refer 
the  reader  to  the  Creme  Philofgphique  des  ^lejlions  Encyclopedia 
ques  at  the  end  of  Rabelais,  Book  5.  The  true  cream  of  their 
modern  Encyclopedia  at  ieall,  is  to  be  found  in  the  French  Re- 
volution, 1789,  &c. 

{11)  Price  and  Knight.  See  the  various  treatifes,  all  curious 
and  in  fome  degree  pleafant,  on  the  fubjeiSl  of  landfcape  and 
the  art  of  laying  out  grounds.  Knight  and  Price,  verfus  Mafon 
and  iirovvn,  Repton,  Moderator.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  de- 
cifion  at  the  bar  of  cade,  but  I  certainly  would  not  bring  the 
caufe  in  the  court  at  Guildhall.  With  the  giantson.  the  jury,  and 
Lord  Kenyon  for  the  judge,  there  certainly  would  be  a  verdict 
for  the  Brogdignag  Gardcn'.rs,  Knight  and  Price. 

{oj  See  audrendy  if  poHible,  what  Mr.  R.  P.  Knight  calls 
a  Didadic  Po^OT,  "The   Progress  of  Civil   Society  infix 

books, 


C    IS    ) 

Or,  while  Silenus  and  his  votaries  nod, 
QuaflFPaphian  groflhefs  from  my  cryftal  (/>J  God  : 

Or 

books,  4to."  I  proteft  I  fpeak  impartially,  wFieii  I  aHlrt  that 
Mr.  Knight  fecms  to  have  no  other  ideas  ot  poetry,  than  that  of 
lines  and  fyllables  put  into  a  meafure  with,  now  and  then,  fome 
little  attention  to  grammar.  I  mean  when  he  writes  v.'.rfes 
hhnfelf.  For  if  he  conceives,  that  the  verfificalion  of  Moiitcf- 
quieu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  Tacitus  on  the  Germans,  Smith  on 
the  Wealth  of  Nations,  Robertfon'slntroduclion  to  his  H-iftory 
of  Charles  V.  Stuart  on  the  View  of  Society  in  Europe,  and 
fuch  works,  is  poetry^  there  is  no  help  for  him,  he  mud  be  fuf- 
fered  to  rhyme  on.  "  Dogmatizer  en  vers^  et  rimer  par  chapi- 
tres."\  It  is  impoilible  to  criticize  or  examine  the  whole  in  a 
note,  but  I  will  give  a  fpecimen  of  fuch  obfervations  as  I  fhould 
make,  if  I  were  to  go  through  the  whole  of  this  tedious  piece 
of  work.  Mr.  K.  is  very  fond  of  beginning  all  his  books  wii]j 
douhtj  like  a  true  philofopher  ;  he  always  ufes  the  words  "  ff^he- 
ther  this,  or  whether  that,  or  ivhether  the  other"  is  the  cafe, 
neither  deciding  the  point,  nor  giving  even  a  doubtful  folution 
of  doubtful  doubts^  as  Mr.  Hume  kindly  ufed  to  do.  But  whe- 
ther Mr.  K.  underftands  himfelf,  even  in  the  very  beginning 
of  his  poem,  may  be  a  doubt;  but  whether  his  readers  under- 
ftand  him,  is  no  doubt  at  all.  He  begins  thus,  B.  i.  v.  i,  (I 
take  the  verfes  at  the  very  beginning,  tofliew  my  impartiality.) 

"  Whether  primordial  tnotion  fprang  to  life 

From  the  wild  war  of  elemental  flrife, 

In  central  chains  the  mafs  inert  confin'd^ 

And  fublimated  matter  into  mind  : 

Or  ivhether  one  great,  all  pervading  foul,  &c. 

Or - 

IVhetber^'w,  Fate's  eternal  fetters  houndy 

Mechanic  Nature  goes  her  endlefs  round,  &c.  kc. 


t  Boileau,  Sat.  8.  t.  i  r6. 


C    76    ) 

Or  I  could  fcrlhhk  {q)  for  hiftorick  fame. 

Like  Gillies,  feeble,  formal,  dull  and  tame ;  {qq) 

Then 

In  all  this  mlft  and  darknefs  which  he  flings  around  hinrij  ht 
certainly  is  little  better  than  Punch  in  the  puppet  fhew,  "  Ha- 
*'  zy  weather,  mafter  Noah :"  for  I  am  certain  that  neither 
Punch,  nor  Mr.  Knight  can  look  through  this  preparation  of 
the  poetical  iky  for  the  metaphyfical  deluge  which  enfues, 
when  he  is  to 

"  Trace  out  the  ^end^tx  focial  links  that  hind 
*'  In  order's  chain,  the  chaos  of  mankind,  Sic.  Sec." 
Ohejamfaiis  ;  but  then  I  am  told  there  are  fo  many  pretty  and 
intelligible  paffages  (I  grant  it,  Horum  Jimplicitas  miferabilis  !) 
in  this  and  father  poem  (ImuPcmean  the  Landfcape;)  and  the 
ladies  fay  it  is  fo  charming  to  wiili  to  be  buried  under  an  oak^ 
and  fo  romantick,  fee  p.  153.  I  wifli  from  my  foul,  that  ail 
the  democracy  and  infidelity  in  the  kingdom  were  buried  under 
the  great  guardian  oak  of  England,  and  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Knight 
confined  in  the  ftem  of  it.  He  might  cry  out  as  luftily  as  Po- 
lydorus,  and  all  the  conjurers  of  the  Dilettanti  might  affift  at 
the  difinchantment  if  they  pleafed.  N.  B.  lam  infinitely  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Richard  Payne  Knight  j^r  the  honour  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  confer  on  my  note  in  the  firft  part  of  this  poem  on 
the  Purfuits  of  Literature  ;  fee  page  1  7,  &c.  of  his  Preface  to 
his  Progrefs  of  Civil  Society.  "  If  Mr.  Knight's  l^ed  be  a  bed  of 
tortures-,  he  has  made  it  for  hinijelf"-\  I  did  not  name  him  as  the 
author  of  the  Eflay  "on  THE  Worship  of  Priapus,"  but  he 
has  now  named  himfelf.  I  am  glad  however  that  he  has  fome  fenfe 
of  fliame  left,  by  endeavouring  to  explain  aivay  one  of  the  moft 

unbecomins: 


f  I  quote  JuNUJs  in  Englifh,  as  I  would  Tacitus  or  Livy  in  Latin. 
I  confider  him  as  a  legiiimate  Englifh  clalEc. 


(    77    ) 
Then  tiied  with  truth,  like  Coxe,  to  fables  ftray, 
And  vie  with  Croxall  In  my  notes  on  Gay  ;  (rj 

I  could, 

unbecoming  and  indecent  treatifes  which  ever  difgraced  the 
pen  of  a  man  who  would  be  thought  a  fcholar  and  a  philofo- 
pher;  and  I  perfevere  in  that  opinion,  and  could  be  tempted 
to  copy  even  my  former  note.  :j:  Mr.  K.  had  better  hiive  kept 
to  liis  Pnncipia,  A,  B,  F,  a,  xtx-  (See  his  Greek  alphabet.) 
I  hope  he  will  do  better  in  future  ;  and  fpare  me  more  trou- 
ble. I  am  as  tired  of  him  as  he  can  be  of  me.  As  Mr. 
Knight  is  a  Member  of  Parliament,  I  muil;  fairly  tell  him,  that 
if  he  is  appointed  Chairman  of  any  polite  poetical  Committee, 
and  any  more  "  reports  PpvOgress,  and  afics  leave  to  fit  again," 
the  motion  will  be  negatived  by  the  ivhole  hoiifc.  ( 1796.) 

[p)  **  Vitreo  bibit  ille  Priapo"  Juv.  Sat.  2.  v.  95.  See 
Mr.  Knight's  Eflay  on  the  vvorfhip  of  Priapus,  and  my  note 
on  it  in  the  firft  part  of  this  Poem. 

[q)  Soon  after  Mr.  Gibbon  had  publifhed  the  fecond  and. 
third  volumes  of  his  Rom.an  Hiftory,  the  late  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland accidentally  met  him,  and  intending  to  pay  him  at 
great  compliment  faid  -,  "How  do  you  do,  Mr.  Gibbon  ?  I  fee 
you -are  always  at  it,  the  old  v^^rj^f cribble^  fcribble,  /cribble."— 
There  are  various  judges  of  hiftorical  writing,  from  Qiiintilian 
to  the /a/f  Duke  of  ^Cumberland. — Dr.  Gillies  wrote  the 
Hiftory  of  Greece,  &c.  in  a  manner  quite  different  from  Mr. 
Gibbon.  But,  according  to  Pliny's  good-humoured  obfer- 
vation  ;   Hifioria  quoqiio  modo  fcripta  dcleElat. 


X  See  the  Firft  Part  of  the  P.  of  L. — I  have  been  told  that 
Five  Guineas  is  the  price  of  The  EJfay  on  Priapus,  if  a  copy  is 
at  any  time  to  be  fold. 


(     78     ) 

I  could,  like  Seward,  if  for  fcraps  you  call. 
Turn  publick  bag-man,  (j)  train'd  in  Walpole's  ftall? 
Or  to  Cythseron,  from  the  Trcafury,  move. 
And,  like  Sir  James  Bland  Burgefs,  (f)  murmur  love  j 

Could 

^qq)  The  epithets  in  the  verfe  are  defigned  to  chara<5lerize 
i/;e  'writings  of  Dr.  Gillies.  There  is  feme  learning,  great  dili- 
gence, attention  and  application,  but  no  marks  of  genius  or 
of  flrength  in  his  compotitions.  Sed  tamen  in  pretio.  And  I 
wifli  them  to  be  fo,  as  the  Doctor  is  a  man  of  good  intenti- 
ons, a  paflable  fcholar,  and  of  refpeclable  charafker. 

(r)  Fables  by  John  Gay,  illuftrated  with  notes  by  William 
CoxE,  M.  A.  F.R.S.  F.S.A.  Redlor  ofBemerton,  Preben- 
dary of  Sarum,  Domeftick  Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Bifliop  of 
Salifbury,  late  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  Member 
of  the  Imperial  QEconomical  Society  of  St.  Peterfburg,  and 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Sciences  at  Copenhagen,  Chaplain  to 
H.  G.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough;  Sec.  &c.  &c.  (1796.) 
What  will  Mr.  Coxe  write  next  .''  To  be  fure  Addifon  did 
gravely  comment  on  Chevy  Chace.  I  am  not  inclined  to 
make  any  other  comparifon.  (1796.) 

[s)  See  (for  they  are  very  entertaining  but  very  dear)  Mr. 
Seward's  Anecdotes  of  diftinguifhed  perfons,  &c.  in  four  vo- 
lumes. I  prefer  Mr.  Seward  to  every  compiler  of  anecdotes, 
except  the  Hon.  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  now  Lord  Orford. 
A  v'lftiing  library  \>  very  convenient  and  pleafant  to  one's 
friends  (1796.) 

(t)  I  allude  to  Sir  James  Bland  Burgefs's  Poem,  entitled* 
<*The  Birth  and  Triumph  of  Love,"  accompanied  by  the 

prettieii 


(     79    ) 
Could  furnifli  feafts  for  each  Parnafllan  prig, 
A  Florence  goofe,  three  ducklings,  and  one  (v[  pig ; 

With 

prettieft-  little  defigns  of  the  Jmoretii  alatl  by  one  of  the  f^ir- 
eft,  moft  ingenious,  and  mofi:  illuftrious  hands  f  in  the  kirg- 
dom.  Sir  James,  late  Under  Secretary  of  State,  is  very 
properly  (as  all  under  Secretaries  of  State,  or  Chief  Secreta- 
ries in  the  Treafury,  fhould  be,)  attentive  to  his  charaQer, 
and  is  particularly  afraid  of  the  fmalleil:  Cupid  ivithout  a  muz- 
zle. Sir  James  fays,  «'  That  boy  and  that  boy's  deeds  fhall 
not  pollute  my  meafure."  St.  i  Now  when  I  conlider  what 
Virgil  and  Taflb  have  faid  and  fung  of  '*  that  boy  and  that 
boy's  deeds,"  it  is  a  little  prudifh  in  Sir  James  Bland  Bur- 
gefs,  Baronet  and  Poet,  on  fuch  a  fubje^V  to  have  fuch  fears. 
A  poet  may  be  a  little  playful.  But  Sir  James  Bland  Burgefs 
is  right  after  all ;  there  certainly  fhould  be  none  but  the  moft 
virtuous,  perfons  about  Secretaries  of  Srate,  and  in  the  pre- 
cin(5ls  of  the  Treafury,  though  now  and  then  a  ftraggler  of 
another  defcription  will  be  found,  notwithftanding  the  un- 
remitted diligence  and  undiverted  attention  of  George 
Rofe,  Efq. 

{a)  A  Florence  goojc  &c. — See  a  publication,  entitled,  "  An 
*'  Ode  to  an  £ton  Boy,  Three  Sonnet?,  and  One  Epigram  : 
by  William  Parfons,  Efq.  This  gentleman  is  the  faireft  of  all 
Mr.  Gray's  Criticks :  he  even  allows  the  fupericrity  of  his  ge- 
nius, and  gives  his  own  verfes  in  Mr.  Gray's  meafure.  The 
obliquity  of  the  principles  and  of  the  underftanding  is  fome- 
times  unaccountable. 


f  H.  R.  H.  The  Princess  Elizabeth. 


(     8o    ) 

With  Spartan  Pye  (x)  lull  England  to  repofej 
Or  frighten  children  with  Lenora's  (y)  woes  : 
1  could — 

O  C  T  A- 

(x)  spartan  Fye. — Mr.  Pj?e,  the  prefent  poet  Laureat,  with 
the  beft  intentions  at  this  momentous  period,  if  not  with  the 
■^ery  beft  poetry,  tranflated  the  verfes  of  Tyrtseus  the  Spartan. 
They  were  defigiied  to  produce  animation  throughout  the  king- 
dom, and  among  the  Militia  in  particular.  Several  of  the  Re- 
vie-wing  Generals  (I  do  not  mean  the  Monthly  or  Critical)  were 
much  impreffed  with  their  weight  and  importance,  and  at  a 
board  of  General  Officers,  an  experiment  was  agreed  upon, 
which  unfortunately  failed.  They  were  read  aloud  at  Warley 
Common,  and  at  Earham  Downs  by  the  Adjutants,  at  the  head 
of  five  different  regiments,  at  each  camp,  and  much  was  ex- 
pefted.  But  before  they  were  half  finiilied,  all  the  front  ranks, 
and  as  many  of  the  others  as  were  within  hearing  or  verfe-JJjot, 
dropped  their  arms  fuddenly,and  were  all  found fajtajleep!  It  [\) 

Marquis 


(f )  Certain  kinds  o£ poetry  and  writing  (to  which  I  have  been 
too  much  accujlomed)  may  be  added  to  the  number  of  the  xma 
Ayoiyo.,  or  Soporifics,  which  great  medical  writers  affirm  to  be 
accuflomed  noifes,  motions,  &c.  &c.  in  faort  the  was-t  ra.  l&vijQsa' 
The  acute  phyfician  Aretjeus  thus  fpeaks  :  — YTi-^a  «>wya  a7r«3-* 
TO.  ivvr/ha..  Navciy.u  [juv  vj  iv  ccy.a.riti  KccToc^zMatc,  y.ooi  iv  a»Xcca-i7V  TCifiCbor.oi  ? 
v.a,i    oiiy'.a.7\(i}v    f,')(_<j<:,i   kcu  KV^a/ruv  y.Tj'/roq,  ccvi^m  re  tojW-bo; — jiTA.     Aret^i 

De  Morbis  Jcutis,  Ci]i.  I.  p.  75.  Boerhaave  1731.  The  whole 
paflage  is  uncommonly  eloquent  and  fenfible.  My  medical  readers, 
will  thank  me  for  pointing  it  out.  Aretseus,  is  perhaps,  the  firft 
defcriptive  painter  m  this  art.  Such  accompliflied  fcholars  as  the 
•venerable  Dr.  Heberden,  Dr.  Glynn,  Sir  George  Baker,  Dr.  Tur- 
lon,  Dr.  Milman,  Dr.  Littlehales,  Dr.  Vivian,  and  a  fev/  others, 
(JpoUineo  nomina  digna  choro)  will  confirm  my  opinion. 


(     8i     ) 


O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Do  what  ? — where  will  your  vaunting  reach? 
Is  this  a  prelude  to  your  parting  fpeech  ? 

AUTHOR, 

Spare,  fpare  ;  till  time  fubdues  a  poet's  rage 
With  blaft  autumnal,  or  the  damp  of  rage. 
What  poet  will  refufe  to  drink,  or  ling, 
Sinre  Helicon  is  now  an  Irifi  fpring  ? 
All  thirft  alike  j  which  made  Sam  Johnfon  think^ 
That  no  man  vilits,  where  he  cannot  drink,  (yy) 

¥  Why 

Marquis  To  wnfliend,  who  never  approved  of  the  fcheme,faid, 
with  his  ufual  pleafantry,  that, the  firft  of  all  poets  obferved 
that  «  Sleep  is  the  brother  of  Death."  (1796.) 

(y)  A  tale  from  the  German,  tranllated  by  the  Laureat,  H. 
I.  Pye,  Efq.  by  J.  T.  Stanly,  Efq.  M.  P.  &c.  Sic.  &c.  &c.  a 
fort  of  Blue-Beard  ftory  for  the  nurfery.  I  am  aftiamed  to 
think,  that  the  public  curiofity  (I  will  not  fay,  taJJe)  fhould. 
have  been  occupied  with  fuch  Diablerie  Tudefque. 

(yy)  Dr.  Johnfon'scharafterofthelrifhhofpitality,  in  one 
of  his  letters,  or  among  the  Bofwellianay  I  forget  which. 


(    Si    ) 
Why  fhould  I  faint,  when  all  with  patience  hear, 
And  LaureatPye7J>7^j  more  than  twice  a  year?  {y'^j) 


O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 


Truce  with  the  Laureate 


AUTHOR. 


'Tis  but  what  I  think  J 
For  once  I  hop*d  to  fee  the  title  fink. 
While  piety  and  virtue  grac'd  the  throne. 
And  genius  in  lamented  Warton  flione  : 
Aye,  while  Britannia  cries  from  fhorc  to  fhore, 
Augustus  reigns i  M^cenas  is  no  More. 

Pitt 


{yyj)  "  They  fcarce  can  bear  their  Laureat  twice  a  year'* 
So  faid  Pope.  JVe  could  in  thefe  times  bear  our  harmlefs  flut- 
tering birth  day  odes,  better  than  the  French  Dithyrambkks 
in  the  orgies  of  democracy. 


(     83     ) 

Pitt  views  alike,  from  Holwood's  fullen  brow, 
("As  near-oblerving  (z)  friendfhip  dares  avow) 

F  2  The 

(2)1  muft  own^  that  unlefs  the  Province  of  encouraging 
Letters,  which  fliould  belong  to  the  great,  is  adminiftered 
with  wi(dom  anddifcretion,  it  is  more  defirable  that  there  were 
no  encouragement  at  all.  In  confirmation  however  of  my  opi- 
nion of  the  minlfter,  I  refer  the  reader  to  a  pamphlet  publifli- 
ed  in  1795,  entitled,  "  Friendly  Remarks  on  Mr.  Pitt's  Ad- 
miniftration,  by  a  Near  Obferver."  It  is  written  by  a  man 
of  fortune,  independent  fpirit,  and  the  principles  of  a  gentle- 
man. It  has  been  afcribed  toM.  Montagu,  Efq.  M.  P.  and 
it  is,  I  believe,  acknowledged  by  him.  He  boldly  tells  the 
Minifter  of  his  fault,  namely,  an  improvident  znA  fyjiematick 
contempt  and  negleSf  of  all  ability  and  literary  talents.  "  They 
had  no  poet,  and  they  died."  I  would  by  no  means  ap- 
ply to  Mr.  Pitt  what  Spenfer  faid  of  the  Lord  Treafurer 
Burleigh,  once  Chancellor  of  the  Univeriity  of  Cambridge, 
becaufe  it  would  neither  be  true  nor  juft.  But  the  Mufe  of 
fatire  may,  with  more  refpecl  and  delicacy,  win  an  eaiier 
way  to  the  region  of  his  fenfibillty  In  the  words  of  a  Roman 
poet ; 

Felix  cuparum?  cui  >ion  Hdlconia  cordi 
Serfa^  nee  imhelles  ParnaJJi  e  vert  ice  laurus } 
Sed  viget  ingenium,  et  magnos  accincSlus  in  ufus, 
Fert  animus  quafcunque  vices  / 

Thefe  are  the  virtues  of  a  minifter  In  times  of  charge,  and  of 
general  convuifion.  Hiftory  indeed  may  fay  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  the 
words  of  Tacitus,  H.  4.  S.  5.  "Ingenium  illustre  altio- 
ribus  ftudiis  juvenis  admodum  dedit,  non,  ut  plerique,  ut  no- 
mine magnifico  fegne  otium.  velaret,  f«d  quo  firmior  adverfus 

feriulta 


i 


(  84  ) 

he  fount  of  Pindus  or  Boeotia's  bog, 
With  nothing  of  fvlsecenas,  but  his  frog,  (a) 

OCTAVIUS. 


fortuita  Rempublicam  capesseret." — I  might  proceed 
and  defcribe  him  as  "  Opum  %  conternptor^  vtdii  pervicax, 
conftans  adverfus  metus  ;"  but  I  cannot  purfue  him  through 
the  integral  chara6ler  of  Helvidius  Prifcus,  becaufe  I  con- 
ceive Power,  and  not  fame,  to  be  the  principle  of  this 
mighty  minifter  of  Great  Britain. 

[a)  In  the  time  of  Auguftus,  during  the  adminiftration  of 
Maecenas,  that  Minifter's  feal,  being  the  figure  of  A  frog, 
v.-as  annexed  to  all  money-bills.  I  mention  this  anecdote  as  cu- 
rious, and  perhaps  not  generally  known.  It  is  recorded  in  the 
37th  book  of  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory,  ch.  i.  "  Mcscenath 
IvANA,  oh  collatione?npecun'iarum^  in  magno  terrore  erat."  I 
alfo  refer  the  reader  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  Gems, 
vol.  2.  engraved  pri  v^ately,  and  the  elegant  Latin  defcriptions 
of  them  bytheRew  Dr.  Cole,  late  Fellow  of  King's  College 
in  Cambridge. — Nothing  is  fo  like  as  one  Minifter  to  ano- 
ther in  this  refpeiSl:;  but  it  is  difficult  to  refrain  from  remark- 
ing, that  Frogs  were  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt. 


X  Though  Mr.  P.  defpifes  moneys  yet  I  wiOi  he  would  give 
more  attention  to  ccconomy^  private  as  well  as  publick,  than  he 
has  done.  He  is  deferving  of  much  cenfure  in  this  refpe<5t. 
He  feems  to  have  forgotten  when  Mr.  Burke  once  thundered 
in  the  cars  of  one  of  bis  Predeceffors,  in  the  H.  of  C.  (Lord 
North)  "  Magnum  ejl  Vectigal  Parfimonia,'" 


/ 

(      ^S     )  \^''' 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Mere  fpleen  to  Pitt ;  {b)  he's  liberal,  but  by  ftealth. 

AUTHOR. 


(^)  0(3:avius  Is  wrong.  I  am  neither  a  perfonal  nor  a  politi- 
cal enemy  to  Mr.  Pitt.  I  thinic  him  a  powerful  and  efHc  ient 
Minifter,  eminently  adorned  with  natural  gifts  and  endow- 
ments, and  folemnly  marked  out  and  eleiSled  to  his  great  office 
He  has  talents  to  conducSt,  to  perfuade,  and  to  conunand.  He  is 
a  fcholar :  /  know  him  to  be  fuch,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one. 
The  low  paffion  of  avarice  has  no  root  in  his  mind  j  but  thefin* 
by  which  the  angels  fell,  rages  in  him  without  meafure  and 
without  controul.  To  tell  a  minifter,  that  pride  was  not  made 
for  him  or  for  any  man,  becaufe  he  has  nothing  which  he  has  not 
received,  would  be  to  argue  a  grofs  ignorance  of  our  fallen 
nature.  He  has  no  fervility  in  him.  Firm,  conftant,  and  un- 
bending, he  has  the  principles  of  a  man,  who  knows  and  feels 
what  is  demanded  of  him  by  his  country.  He  comes  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  not  to  bow,  but  to  do  the  bufmefs  of  the 
ftate,  and  he  does  it.  There  is  not  a  fubjedl  prefented  to  him, 
even  cafually,  in  which  his  ability  is  not  confpicuous,  He  treats 
it  as  if  it  had  been  the  fubjech  of  his  continued  *  meditation.  In 
the  conduSl  of  the  French  war^  he,  his  colleagues,  and  his  allies 

have 


^  In  this  refpe6l  Mr.  Pitt  always  reminded  me  of  Themifto- 
cles,  as  recorded  by  the  great  hlftorian :  "  Oiv-sia   'fyjvian^  (^vaiuc, 

d\.^T^."     Thucyd.  Lib.  i.  Sea.  138, 


AUTHOR, 


Yesj  and  he  fpares  a  nation's  inborn  wealth, 

'  Another 


haVe  been  all  found  wanting  \  but  in  the  principle  juft,  if  not 
ftead)'.— I  will  addj  that  in  refpe^l  to  perfonal  individual  gratifi- 
cation^ I  regard  Mr.  Pitt  as  the  most  fqrtunate  man  upon 
record.  Called  by  the  circumftances  of  times  beyond  human 
control,  and  by  events  not  in  the  wildeft  r^nge  of  expectation, 
jie  was  placed,  almoft  without  hjs  feej^ingit,  in  thehigheft  pub- 
lick  ftation.  Hepafled  at  once  to  the  innei'moft  of  the  temple, 
without  treading  the  veilibule.  In  the  bloom  and  vigour  of  his 
faculties,  (foi-  he  bore  the  bloffom  and  the  fruit  at  once)  and  in 
the  prime  of  life,  when  every  thing  can  charm,  that  which  can 
charm  the  mofl,  Power,  was  voluntarily  clfered  to  him,  ac^ 
cepted,  confirmed,  continued,  and  eftablifhed  by  his  King  and 
by  his  country.  His  faults,  his  follies,  and  his  blemifhes,  (for 
jbe  has  ail)  rrAgkt  be  eaplyreinoved^hwt  I  think  he  will  not  remove 
them.  Ke  felt  at  once,  as  many  have  done,  the  higheft  ability 
in  h  mf_lf  J  and  he  found,  what  is  denied  to  moft,  a  full  and  ade- 
quate exertion  of  it  in  high  oiEce,  My  hbpe  and  earneft  prayer 
is,  that  the  termination  of  his  political  labours,  and  therefult  o' 
this  juft  and  tremendous  war  with  the  Republick  of  France, 
n:?y  be  finally  to  efiablilli  'V  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and 
"  on  earth  peace/"- — Is  this  t!ie  language  of  an  enemiy?  I  re- 
fpetf!-,  nay,  I  wo"la  defend  him:  I  wii.li  him  a  long  continuance 
in  cflice  :  but  I  ncucr  can  entertain  a  PERSONAL  regard  or  af~ 
feaioii  for  Mr.  Pitt,  (1^796.) 


(     8?     ) 

Another  Adam  {c)  in  oeconomy. 
For  all,  but  Barke,  (d;  efcape  his  fearching  eye. 
Stiff  from  old  Turgot,  ((?)  and  his  rigid  fchool. 
He  never  deviates  from  this  wholefome  rule ; 

«  Left 


[c)  Adam  Smith,  the  great  writer  on  wealth  and  finance, 
from  whom  Mr.  Pitt  learned  his  art, 

[d)  This  is  not  mentioned  as  a  cenfnre  on  Mr.  Pitt  for  his 
liberality,  for  I  think  the  whole  of  his  penfion  merited  by  Mr. 
Burke.— On  this  fubjeft,  I  may  fay,  that  in  *'3/r.  Burke's  Let- 
ter on  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  attack  on  Him  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,"  I  perceive  genius,  ability,  dignity,  imagination,  and 
fights  more  than  youthful  poets  ever  dreamed,  ^nd  fometimes 
the  philofophy  of  Plato  and  the  wit  of  LucLan.  But  what  I 
efteem  moft  of  all,  I  hear  again  the  warning  voice  of  one  who 
fazv  the  apocalypfe  and  first  cried  aloud  in  England  and  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Euorpe.  I  cannot  defcribe  the  whole  com- 
pofitlon  better  than  in  the  words  of  that  Poet^  who  would  have 
been  proud  to  record  the  workmanfliip  of  Edmund  Burke. 
Brontes^  Steropes,  and  Pyracmon^  it  will  be  allowed,  have  all  had 
their  fhare  in  the  fabrication  of  this  inforniatum  fulmen. 

*'  Tres  imbris  torti  radios,  tres  nubis  aquofas 
Addiderant,  rutili  tres  ignis  etalitis  auftrij 
Fulgores  nunc  terrificos,  fonitumque  metumquef 
Mifcebant  operi,  flammifque  fequacibus-iras."  (179.6.) 

[e)  Mr.  Turgot,  ci  devant  Controller  General  of  French 
F  inancc :  the  founder  of  the  modern  Ojconomic  School, — Modern 

State 


f  Virg.  -/En.  8.  v.  429. 


(     88     ) 

*'  Left  to  themfelves  all  find  their  level  price, 
*'  Potatoes,  verfes,  turnips,  Greek,  and  rice.*' 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Strange  times  indeed  to  banter  no  finance  ; 
Pray,  if  you  call  him  frugal,  think  of  France. 

AUTHOR, 

Well,  I'll  be  brief  5  with  France  he  mtifi  contend  ; 
There  I  will  owi^,  and  feci  myfelf  his  friend. 
And  ling  with  Burke's  or  Maro's  borrow'd  fire, 
^'  Arms  and  the  man,"  till  anarchy  (/)  expire. 

Sedition's 

State  Oeconomy  feems  to  confifi:  in  fpending  or  fquandering 

the  greateft  poffible  fums  in  the  leaft  poUible  time. 

I 
(/)  *'  Till  anarchy  expire."  In  the  juft  and  inevitable,  but  moft 

fatal  and  moft  tremendous  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  in 
which  all  Europe  has  bled^  and  yet  bleeds  in^every  vein  and  ar- 
tery, the  firftobjeil  we  lookfor  is,  aJiah'iUty  of  peace.  But  no 
ftability  can  as  yet  be  found  in  all  the  convulfive  labours  of  the 
fanguiivary  nation.  That  modern  Gallick  yulia  has  done  no- 
thing   but    conceive    one    mif-ihapen    lump    after    another, 

in 


(     89     ) 
Sedition's  crew  is  bound  j  the  gloon\y  band 
In  chains  of  penal  filence  muling  (land, 
Or  doom'd  in  claffick  ^g)  impotence  to  rave 
Their  ceafelefs  round,  within  the  fmould'ring  cave, 

The 


in  the  fosculency  of  her  political  womb ;  conception  upon  con- 
ception, abo  tion  upon  abortion  :   and  what  can  we  fay, 
Cum  tot  abort'ivis  fcecundam  'Julia  vulvam 
Solver et^  et  patruo  fimllcs  effimderet  offas.  \ 

We  niuft,  I  fear,  yet  wait  a  feafon ;  (May  i796+)and  whatever 
we  have  paid,  or  muft  ftill  pay,  mull  be  confidered  as  the 
.^i/Ti^uTpov,  the  great  price  of  delivery  and  redemption  from 
flavery,  revolution,  French  anarchy,  and  the  difruption  of  fe- 
cial order;  when  the  earth  is  burfling  afunder,  and  hell  yawn- 
ing from  beneath;  or  in  language,  which  Edmund  Burke  alone 
could  reproduce  in  Englifh, 

And  what  wonder?  It  is  Longinus  who  fpcaks  ofHomer.H 
(1796.) 

(g)  Since  the  paffing  of  the  Bills  (in  1795)  againft  treafon, 
feditious  meetings,  aflemblies,  le(5lures,   harangues,  &c.  yolin 

Thelwall 


f  Juv.  Sat.  2.  V.  32; 

+  We  muft  fay  the  fame  now^  Dec.  31,  1 796. — We  have  a  lit- 
tle niore  hope  now^  Auguft  1797. — It  has  now  again  vanifhed. 
^November  1797.) 

jl  Long,  de  Subl.  Sedl,  g. 


(     90     ) 
The  dark  Vulcanian  chamber,  whence  they  Urovc 
To  forge  and  hurl  the  bolts  of  Stygian  Jove. 


O  G  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Nay,  if  you  thus  proceed,  I'll  read  the  bill, 
In  Hatfell's  (h)  clerkly  tone,  clear,  loud,  and  llirill, 

And 


Thelwall j:ead  during  the  Lent  feafon  1796,  what  he  termed 
Clajfical  LeSfures^  and  moft  kindly  and  affeflionately  pointed 
out  the  defeffs  of  all  the  ancient  governments  of  Greece,  Rome> 
Old  France,  &c.  &c.  and  the  caiifes  of  rebellion,  infurre£tion, 
regeneration  of  governments,  terrorifm,  mafi'acres,  and  revolu- 
tionary murders ;  without  the  leaji  hint  or  application  to  England 
and  its  conftitution.  Shewing  hoiu  the  Gracchi  were  great 
men,  and  io^  by  implication,  the  Bedfords,  the  Lauderdales, 
&c. — ^I  muft  own,  I  fear  nothing  from  fuch  Lectures. 

[In)  John  Hatfell,  Efq.  the  very  ler-  -ned.  polite,  and  refpecS- 
able  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Common's.  1796. — -This  accom- 
plilhed  gentleman  has  lately  refigned  his  ofFice,  with  that  pro- 
priety and  difcernment  of  time,  and  circumflance,  and  of  the 
atatis  hifidice^  which  has  uniformly  difinguifhed  his  very  ufe- 
ful  and  honourable  life  in  publick  office,  ^lando  ullum  inveni- 
entparem?  The  illuflrious  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  C.  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Kenry  Addington,  (neither  inferior  nor  fecond  to  atiy  ftatef- 
iT;2n  in  that  Houfe  in  temperate  eloquence,  accuracy  of  know- 
ledge, and  foundnefs  of  underftanding)  announced  Mr.  Hat- 
fell's 


(     91     ) 
And  Jekyll's  (/)  comment  too. 

AUTHOR. 

Pray,  heav*ii,  forbear: 
Come  then,  FU  breathe  at  large  ethereal  air. 

Far 


fell's  intended  refignation  in  a  manner  which  did  honour  to  the 
fincerity  of  his  friendftiip,  and  to  the  fenfe  of  the  lofs  of  fo  able 
a  fervant  of  the  publiclc.  The  Houfe  was  unanimous  in  their  ap- 
plaufe.  Mr.  Pitt  feconded  the  Speaker,  and  pronounced  alfo 
his  teftimony.  But  it  is  fufficlent  to  fay,  Mr.  Fitt  fpoh, 
when  that  Rt.  Hon.  Minifter  thinks  proper  to  alTume  the  lan- 
guage of  commendation. — Mr.  Hatfell  has  given  a  moft  j  udi- 
cious  work*  to  the  publick,  which  all  fenators  will  do  well  to 
confult  frequently.  Mr.  H.  will  excufe  me  for  adapting  to 
him  in  this  refpeSf  a  few  words  from  Quintilian,  *'  Monumenta 
"  rcrum  pofleris  quaerentibus  tradidit.  Frequentabunt  ejus 
"  domum  optimi  juvenes,  et  veram  viam,  velut  ex  oraculoj 
"  petent.  Hos  ille  formabit,  ut  vetus  gubernator,  littora  et  por- 
"  tus,  et  quid  fecundis  flatibus  quid  adverfis  ratis  pofcat,  doce- 
"  bit,  et  communi  du£lus  officio  et  amore  quodam  operis." 
Quintil.  Lib.  12.  c.  xi.  f.  !• — Mr.  Hatfell  will  not  fufpedt  the 
hand  which  has  paid  this  tribute  to  his  character  and  his  merits. 
(Auguft  1797.) 


*  Precedents  of  Proceedings  in  the  H,  of  C.  with  obferva- 
tions,  ^  volumes  ^to. 


(       92       ) 

Far  from  the  bar,  the  fenate,  and  the  court. 
And  in  Avonian  fields  with  Steevens  fport, 
(Whom  late,  from  Hampftead  journeying  (y^)  to  his 
Aurora  oft  for  Cephalus  (I)  miftook,  [book. 

What  time  he  brufh'd  her  dews  with  hafty  pace. 
To  meet  {?n)  the  Printer's  dev*Iet  face  to  face :) 
With  dogs  (w)ib!acife4ett€r'D  for  theStratford  Hunt, 
Thick-flued  and  coated  *gainft  the  public  brunt ; 

For 


(/)  There  Is  too  much  of  <pertnefs  and  felf-fufficiency  in  Mr. 
yofeph  yekyWs  remarks;  and  I  do  not  apprehend  that  his  witti- 
cifms  will  ever  fhake  a  minifter  like  the  Rt.  Hon.  William  Pitt. 

[k)  He  ufed  to  leave  his  Tufculum,  the  feat  of  Steevens  and 
of  wifdom,  at  Hampflead,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  every 
morning,  to  revife  the  proof  fheets  of  the  laft  edition  of  Shakf- 
peare,  1793,  in  15  vol.  8vo.  at  his  friend  Reed's  chambers.  I 
iieard  of  notliing  elfe  at  the  time. 

(/)  "  Hunc  ne  pro  Cephalo  raperes,  Aurora,  timebam." 

Sappho  to  Phaon. 
I  will  own,  I  was  always  apprehenfive  for  his  fafety  and  purity 
fo  very  foon  in  the  morning,  on  Primrofe  hill,  "earth's  frefhefl 
ioftefl  lap,"  but  notvvithftanding  thefe  early  freaks,  the  youth  is 
ftill  fafe,  as  I  hear. 

{m)  "  To  meet — the  Sim  upon  the  upland  lawn." 

Gray's  Elegy. 

(h)  See  the  firfr  part  of  the  Purfuits  of  Literature. 


(     93     ) 
For  well  I  mark'd  them  all  (o)  with  curious  heed, 

OCTAVIUS. 


[o)  I  termed  the  Commentators  on  Shalcfpeare  out  of  mere 
pleafintry,  '■'•  hlack-letter  dogs."     But  if  among  thefe  fcholars,  or 
in  any  other  description  of  the  learned^  there  fhould  be  found  a 
MAN",  who,  with  the  grace  of  exterior  accomplifhment,  or  the 
fulfome  femblancc  of  it ;  with  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  the  rank 
of  a  gentleman ;  with  a  ftrong  devotion  to  literature  without  , 
remiifion  and  almoft  without  example ;  with  acutenefs  of  mind 
and  extenfive claflical  erudition;  who,  I  fay,  fhould  fofar  forget, 
himfelf,  as  to  practifc  arts  which  would  difgrace  the  meaneft  re- 
tainer to  learning: — i/^sucH  A  man  Ihould  be  found,  with  fair 
profeflions  and  obliging  attentions,  funular  of  friendfhip,  but 
at  the  bottom  falfe,    hollow,  defigning,  and  malicious  ;  who 
jealous  of  every  little  advancement  or  lucky  difeovery,  even  of  a 
profejjional art'i/i^  fhould  flrive  to  deprefs  the  efforts  of  ftrug- 
gling  laborious  merit,    or  to  blaft   the   rival  ingenuity  of  his 
learned  contemporaries ;    who  fhould  inflidl  a  wound  with  more 
than  Parthian  dexterity,  and  yet  be  ftudious  of  frequenting  the 
company  of  men  of  charadler  to  countenance  his  own;   and 
iinally,  v/ho  fhould  collect  and  fcatter  around    him    the  virus 
liinare-f  the  vaporous  drops  that  hang  in  any  region  of  infedlion, 
that  the  objefts  of  their  influence  mJght  feel  the  blaft  of  the  en- 
chanter, and  know  not  whence  it  comes  :   If  I  fay,    such  a 
MAN  Ihould  be  found,  I  fhall  not  name  him,  and  it  is  not  for 
bim  to  lay  bare  his  own  confcience  by  a  foolifh,  appropriating 
indifcretion,     I  have  only  fketched  out  at  prcfent  fuch  a  cha  ■ 
raster /.7  prof ;  and  all  I  fhall  fay  further  is,  may  He,  //-"such 
A  MAN  exin-j  llrive  to  wipe  out  fuch  a6lions  by  more  than 

literary 


(     94    ) 


O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Not  all:  you  pafs'd  the  grave  laborious (■/>)  Reed, 
Friend  to  raoft  traders  in  refearches  quaint. 
Layman  or  prieft,  the  finner  or  the  faint  j 
Farmer  he  loves,  and  Steevens  will  receive, 
Though^not  Mie  {pp)  Mafterre  iq)  Ireland,  by  your 
leave, 

(He 

literary  contrition,  and  deeply  feel  and  know  that  he  has  lived, 
throughout  the  courfe  of  a  life  not  inconfiderable  in  its  dura- 
tion, under  a  fatal  error  and  a  wretched  abufe  of  time,  learning, 
talents,  and  accomplifhments. — This  charadler  is  left  on  record^ 
like  any  of  La  Bruyere's,  without  even  thefliadow  of  a  name.  It 
fliall  ever  remain  unappropriated  by  me.  (1796.) 

[p]  Ifaac  Reedj  Efq.  editor  of  Dodfley's  old  plays,  lately  re- 
publifhed ;  a  gentleman  of  learning,  information,  and  ingenui- 
ty, and  greatly  refpe£led.  I  mention  this  gentleman  with  par- 
ticular pleafure. 

[pp)  Alluding  to  the  uniform  and  conftant  reduplication  of 
the  old  fpelling  of  every  word  in  Mr.  Ireland's  new  Volume  by 
Shakefpeare.  Maft^rr^  for  maft^r,  bye  for  by^  broth^rr^  for  bro- 
ther, &c.  &c. 

[q)  The  poffeffor  and  editor  of  the  MSS.  alTerted  to  be 
Shakfpeare's :  from  whofe  officlna  in  Norfolk  ftreet,  iflued  the 

tragedy 


(     95    ) 
He  laughs  to  fee  our  new  Salmoneus  (land, 
(His  mimic  thunder  rattling  o'er  the  Strand,) 
On  fiery  courfers  from  Olympiads  plain, 
Toffing  the  torch,  in  fov'reign  fplendor  vain. 
Command  the  world's  proftration  from  afar, 
"  SHAKESPEAREandJove*'grav'don  the  burning  car 
In  letter'd  radiance  ? 


A  U  T  H  O  R. 

Hold :  now  is  It  well. 
In  drains  like  thefe  of  manufcripts  to  tell  ? 
Of  notes,  bonds,  deeds,  receipts,  fac-flmilies. 
And  all  that  lawyers  feign  for  proper  fees  ? 

Monks 


tragedy  of  Vortigern,  claiming  to  be  the  compofition  of  Shak- 
fpeare,  a6ted  in  March,  1796,  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  and  re- 
ceived hiftich  a  flatter Ing  manner  f. 

Saevus  ubi  ^acidse  telo  jacet  Heftor,  et  ingens 
Sarpedon !  J 


t  i,  e.  d — inn'd  by  Box,  Pit,  and  Gallery. 
X  Vir.  ^n.  i.  v,  99. 


^     9^    ) 
Monks  and  Attorneys  may  engage  Malone  : 
Annius,  frj  or  Ireland,  fsj  'tis  to  me  all  one. 
Give  me  the  foul  that  breathes  in  Shakfpeare*s  page. 
Strength  from  within,  the  unrefifted  rage. 
The  thought  that  ftretch'd  beyond  creation's  bound. 
And  in  the  flaming  walls  no  barrier  found, 
The  pen  he  dipt  in  mind ;  (j'j)— I'll  hufh  to  reft 
The  little  tumults  of  a  critic's  breaft. 

What  though  no  Vatican  unbars  the  door. 
No  Palatine  to  Ireland  yields  its  ftore, 
Treafures  he  has,  and  many  a  prouder  tome 
Than  kings  to  Granta  gave  or  Bodley's  dome. 

Pages 


(r)  Annius  was  a  monkof  Viterbo  in  the  15th  century,  and 
celebrated  for  manyforgeries  of  ancient  manufcripts  and  infcrip- 
tions.  See  his  Seventeen  Books  of  Antiquities.  It  may  be  pro- 
per to  obferve,  that  mere  vanity  was  his  motive;  he  never  foli- 
cited  any  fuhfcrlption  for  his  ancients. 

(s)  See  (for  you  may)  all  the  farrago  of  which  Mr.  Ireland 
poffeiFes  tke  originals^  numerous  beyond  any  belief;  I  will  not 
attempt  to  defcribe  them.  (1796.) 

Ns;'.     Suidas  de  Vet,  Auft. 


(     97     ) 

Pages,  on  which  the  eye  of  Shakfpearc  (/)  por*d, 

The  notes  he  made,  the  readings  he  reftor'd, 

The  very  gibes  he  fcribbled,  and  the  joke 

That  from  the  laughing  bard  on  margins  broke, 

But  ^^'here's  the  dark  array,  the  vefture  plain. 

With  many  a  mould'ring  venerable  ftain  ? 

All  fled  :   a  wonder  opens  to  our  view  ; 

The  (hield  is  fcower'd,  and  the  books  are  new  :  Lx] 

"  In  her  own  hues  great  Nature  beft  is  feen," 

So  Ireland  fpoke ;  and  made  the  black — One  Green. 

G  Eternal 

(t)  Mr.  Ireland  afferts  that  he  has  the  'very  library  ef  Shak- 
fpearc, with  his  fignature,  his  notes,  and  remarks,  &c.  in  the 
margin  of  the  books,  all  in  his  oi/jn  hand-nvriting. 

(x)  Mr.  Ireland  has  not  thought  proper  to  preferve  the  books 
of  Shakfpeare^s  Library  in  their  original  and  curious  old  black 
binding,  (as  could  have  been  wiihed  ;)  but^  like  the  nurfe  emi- 
ployed  by  Dr.  Cornelius  Scriblerus,  he  has  fcowered  them  well 
and  made  them  all  new  ;  and  with  fingular  felicity  has  re-hound 
them  ALL  in  green  morocco!  !  ! — N.  B.  I  have  written  this  whole 
paffage  in  the  Poem  and  the  Notes,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
this  extraordinary  event  in  literary  hillory,  which  feems  to  be 
paffing  into  oblivion. — •!  cannot  think  that  any  fubjeft  relating 
to  Shakfpeare  Ihould  be  wholly  difregarded,     ( i "]()(>.) 


(    98     ) 

Eternal  verdure  bloom  in  Shakfpeare's  grove  ! 
Where,  led  by  light  from  heav'n,  he  oft  would  rove 
In  folitude  and  facred  filence  blefb ; 
And  in  the  mufings  of  his  mighty  breaft. 
All  as  he  fcann'd  the  volume  of  the  paft, 
O'er  Greece  and  Rome  one  wifhful  glance  would  caft; 
Mourn  r;ot,pleas'd  Nature  cried,their  founds  unknown. 
My  univerfal  language  is  your  own. 

OCT  A  VIUS. 

Enough  for  me  great  Shakfpeare's  words  to  hear. 
Though  but  in  common  with  the  vulgar  ear. 
Without  one  note,  or  horn-book  in  my  head, 
Ritfon's  coarfe  tralb,  or  lumber  of  the  dead. 
When  flippant  wit,  and  book-learn'd  confidence, 
Alone  give  right  to  fcience,  tafte,  and  fenfe. 
When  modefl  worth  by  idle  boafting's  Ihewn,     , 
Then,  nor  till  then,  will  I  approve  Malone  '.  [y) 

See 

(y)  See  Mr.  Malone's  Enquiry  into  the  authenticity  of  Mr. 
Ireland's  Shakfpeare  MSS.  &c«  which  he  calls  (not  improperly) 

a  Yin- 


(    99     ) 

Sec  on  the  critick,  "  in  his  pride  of  place,'* 
Laborious  Chalmers  drops  his  leaden  mace,  [yy) 

G  2  In 

a  Vindication  of  Shakfpcare.  The  fubjeft  is  indeed  rather 
ozcrlaid  by  the  learned  critick,  but  there  is  much  fagacity  and 
ingenuity  in  the  treatment  of  it,  and  I  think  it  is  fatisfa6lory 
and  proves  the  point.  Still  Mr.  Malone  is  too  confident  and 
prefumptuous,  and  not  always  attentive  to  that  politenefs  of 
charafter  which  at  leaft  all  amateur  criticks  fhould  maintain.  I 
think  Mr.  Ireland  will  now  hardly  fay  of  thefe  manufcripts  and 
original  plays  of  Shakfpeare, 

Nunc  non  e  manibus  illis. 

Nunc  non  e  tumulo,  fortunatdgue  faHjilia 

Nafcentur  violae  ?  f 
No,  Mr.  Ireland,  neither  tco/^xV  mr  guineas.— <^' Go  to  bed, 
Bafil,  good  night,  go  to  bed."  (See  the  Spanifh  Barber.)  I  have 
jufl:  read  two  pamphlets  on  this  fubjeft,  the  firll  by  Mr.  Ire- 
land's fon,  and  the  fecond  by  Mr.  Ireland  himfelf.  The 
fhamelefs  effrontery  of  the  boy,  in  avowing  himfelf  the  author 
of  thefe  manufcripts,  is  only  equalled  by  the  tender  folicitude  of 
THE  FATHER  for  their  credit  and  authenticity.  Mr.  Ireland 
fenior  originally  refted  the  whole  with  his  fon  who,  as  he  cou- 
llantly  aflirmed  gave  the  colleSion  to  hirnj  plays,  receipts, 
drawings,  deeds,  "  white,  black  and  grey,  and  all  the  trumpery," 
but  declined  naming  the  perfon  from  whom  he  received  them. 
Mr.  Ireland  fenior  «o-xu  prefents  us  with  the  teftimony  of  the 
PvCV.  Dr.  Parr,  Sir  Ifaac  Heard,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  Mr.  Laureat 
Pye,  Mr  Bofwell,  &c.  who  all  figued  a  paper  {^'vcry  nxifely  to  be 

fure) 

t  Perf.  Sat.  i.  v.  38, 


(       100       ) 

In  the  wild  fquabbles  of  a  woixiy  war, 

Let  rapid  ^z^Porfon  tell,  or  griefly  Parr,  (a) 

Coombe, 

fure)  that  they  were  coniiinced  of  the  authenticity  of  the  papers. 
What  can  that  prove  ? — The  boy's  tale  is  fimple ;  he  abfolutely 
aflerts  that  he  forged  the  whole  colleftion,  and  gave  the  papers 
to  his  father,  to  pleafe  at  once  and  to  deceive  him,  and  the 
world.  A  very  dutiful  and  very  modeft  lad  !  Do  we  believe 
the  boy  X  If  we  do,  the  bufinefs  is  at  an  end.  The  Father 
again  and  again  aflerts  that  he  is  ignorant  of  the  perfon  or  the 
place  from  whence  they  came,  and  refers  to  his  fon's  informa- 
tion. Noiu  he  dilhelieves  his  own  fon,  and  defends  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  papers.  Utrum  Horum  ?  In  fhort,  hetnueen  them  both. 
Father  and  fon,  there  appears  to  me,  what  the  Greeks  call  a 
Sropyj},  a  fort  of  natural  parental  affeSiian  for  thefe  manufcripts, 
which  is  very  ftrange,  and  which  I  cannot  explain,  but  which 
quite  fatisfies  me  as  to  the  nature  of  their  originality.  Mr.  Ma-^ 
lone's  learning  and  politenefs  have  not  much  to  do  with  the 
bufinefs  as  a  matter  of  faSi;  and  the  whole  queftion  now  turns 
upon  this  momentous  point :  "  whether  Mr.  Ireland  or  Mr. 
Malone  is  the  greatest  scholar  ?"f — This  is  what  the  logi- 
cians call  the  Redu£iio  ad  Ah/urdum ;  and  there  the  queflion  may 
fleep,  and  Shakfpeare  too.  Such  titles  as  thefe  are  foon  fliaken 
from  his  monument  j 

Ad  qu2e 
Difcutienda  valent  fterilis  mala  robora  iicus  %  (Jan.  5,  1797.) 


t  See  Mr.  Ireland's  farewell  pamphlet  on  Mr.  Malone's  Scho* 
Jar/hip.     July,  1797. 

X  Juv.  Sat.  10.  V.  144. 


(      101      ) 

Coombe,  Travis,  Ireland,  or  whate'er  the  namCj 
The  breedins:  of  mere  critics  is  the  fame : 
From  royal  Phalaris  let  your  views  extend 
To  Briflol's  v»azard  ftripling,  and  his  end. 

Hear  Catcott  (b)  cry,  in  chearlefs  life's  decline, 
Thus  Rowley  once,  and  Chatterton  were  mine. 

He 

(yy)  See  "  The  Apology  for  the  Believers  in— (Mr.  Ireland's) 
Shakfpeare  Papers." 

"  So  forc'd  from  wind-guns  lead  itfelf  can  fly, 
Andpond'rous  flugs  cutfwiftly  through  the  flcy."J 
Mr.  Chalmers  is  a  well  informed,  ufefuU  and  well-meaning 
writer,  but  too  "  laborious,  hewvy  and  bu/y,^^  in  his  works.  It 
was  but  a  wafte  of  erudition  to  throsv  it  away  on  this  compofition. 
He  always  has  my  thanks  for  his  political  information  j  but  I 
wifh  he  had  more  fpirit  and  a  more  animated  manner. 

CzJ  Mr.  Profeflbr  Porfon's  letters  to  Archdeakon  Travis 
are  coofpicuous  for  their  erudition,  acutenefs,  accuracy,  virti- 
lence,  bitternefs,  and  invedlive. 

(a)  I  allude  to  Dr.  Parr's  Controverfy  with  Dr.  Coombe^ 
critick  and  man-midwife,  about  Horace.  It  feems  Dr.  Parr 
was  angry  that  he  did  not  afEft  the  little  critical  man- midwife 
at  the  labour,  "  rite  matures  aper ire  partus. ^^  Dr.  Parr  is  more 
fond  of  a  Csfarian  operation  in  criticifm.  See  more  in  a  future 
note  to  the  Third  Dialogue  of  this  Poem . 

X  Dunciad. 


(       102      ) 

He  law  his  Bard  by  Milles's  pond'rous  lengdi  [hi) 
O'erkid,  revive  iii  fplendor,  fame,  and  ftrength. 
For  Bryant  [c)  camej  the  Mufes  all  return. 
And  light  their  lamps  at  Rovv^Iey's  fruitful  urn .;. 
"While  Cam  received  the  Bard  with  ail  his  train. 
Though  Ifis  turn'd  her  current  in  difdain„ 

The 

(b)  When  I  firft  publiflied  the  firll  part  of  this  poem  (in 
1794)  I  had  cafually  glanced  on  the  fubje£l  of  Rowley.  See 
p.  of  L.  part  I.  but  lince  that  time  having  had  fome  leifure  and 
more  curiofity.  1  have  perufed  many  of  the  learned  treatifes 
upon  it.  I  neither  have,  nor  will  have,  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  decifion  of  f-uch  a  controverfy  as  this,  which  is  even  now  • 
fcarcely  at  reft  ;  but  having  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman,  1,  was 
iiruck,  as  J  was  reading,  with  the  cruel  treatnient  of  poor  Mr. 
Catcott  of  Briftol,  the  fneers  upon  the  penuterer,  and  the  illiberal 
reflexions  on  a  plain,  curious,  honeft,  and  inolFenfive  man, 
without  whofe  zeal  and  foiicitude,  (I  fpeak  from  the  printed  ac- 
counts) thefe  fingular  poems  would  never  have  appeared.  Pie 
feemed  to  fay  with  juftice : 

Oro,  miferere  laborum 
Tantorum,  miferere  animi  ncn  dignaferentis.* 

(hb)  The  edition  of  Rowley's  Poems  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milles, 

(c)  No  man  of  literature  can  pafs  by  the  name   of  Mr.  Bry- 
ant without  gratitude   and  reverence.     He  is  a  gentleman    of 

attainments 

*  Virg.  ^n.  2.  v,  143, 


(     103     ) 

The  Boy  whom  once  patrician  pens  adorn'd, 
Firft  meanly  flatter'd,  (cc)  then  as  meanly  fcorn'd. 

Drooping 

attainments  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  of  clalTical  erudition 
without  an  equal  in  Europe.  His  whole  life  has  been  fpent  in 
laborious  refearches,  and  the  moft  curious  inveftigations.  He 
has  a  youthful  fancy,  and  a  playful  wit:  with  the  mind,  and 
occafionally  with  the  pen,  of  a  poet ;  and  with  an  eafe  and-  fim- 
plicity  of  ftyle  aiming  only  at  perfpicuity,  and,  as  I  think,  at- 
taining it.  He  has  contended  in  various,  fields  of  controver- 
{y  with  various  fuccefs ;  but  always  with  a  zeal  for  truth  and 
a  fobernefs  of  enquiry.  In  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Bryant  I  have  no 
necellity,  as  I  too  often  have,  to  qualify  my  commendationSo 
He  has  lived  to  fee  his  eightieth  winter  (and  may  he  yet  long 
live)  with  the  efteem  of  the  wife  and  good  ;  in  honourable  retire- 
ment from  the  cares  of  life  ;  with  a  gentlenefs  of  manners,  and 
a  readinefs  and  willingnefs  of  literary  communication  feldom 
found.  He  is  admired  and  fought  after  by  the  young  who  are 
entering  on  a  courfe  of  ftudy  ;  and  revered  and  often  followed,  by 
thofe  who  have  completed  it.  Above  all,  he  has  gone  forth  in  the 
ftrength  imparted  unto  him,  in  defence  of  the  holy  law  made  and 
given  by  God  ;  he  has  put  on  the  triv  ccvu^iv  'iravoit'Kiciv,  the  panoply 
from  above,  and  having  enlarged  his.  mind  and  ianftified  his  ftu- 
dies,  he  may  expedl  with  humble  confidence  the  confummation  of 
his  reward. 

NOMEN  IN  EXEMPLUM  SERO  SERVABIMUS   .ffiVO.||     (1796.) 

{ccj  Alluding    to    the   letters    written  by     the  Hon.   Horace 
Walpole    (now  Lord    Orford)    to  Thomas   Chatterton,    printed 


II  Milton  ad  Patrem  v.  120. 


(     I04     ) 
Dro©ping  he  (dd)  rais'd,  and  lent  his  little  aid^ 
The  gleanings  of  a  hard  and  humble  trade. 
Innoxious  man  :  yet  what  may  truth  avail ! 
Blamelefs  his  life  and  limple  as  his  tale  -, 
Each  rude  enquirer's  fneering  taunt  he  feels  j 
Contempt  or  infult  dogs  him  at  his  heels. 
No  kind  fupport  fubfcribing  fondnefs  pours, 
For  him  no  wealth  defcends  in  fofk'ring  fhow'rs  j 
Ycst  be  the  truth  to  fiiture  times  reveal'd, 
"  The  wound  a  Varro  gave,  Iapis  heal'd."  (a) 

Go  now,  for  moths,  and  rolls,and  parchments  fearchj, 

Ranfack  the  cheft,  the  clofet,  or  the  church  j 

Brave  all  the  joint  aflbciates  of  A.  So 

The  j  eft  infipid ,  and  the  idle  guefs  ^ 

Bind, 

in  fome  magazines  or  newfpapers.  I  remember  to  have  feen 
them,  but  I  cannot  point  out  at  prefent,  the  time  or  date  of 
them  :  I  think  they  were  written  from  Strawberry  HilU  but  I  am 

not  fare. 

fc/dj  i.  e.  Mr.  Catcott. 

fa  J  See  Bilhop  Atterbury's  comment  on  /;?>^  Dilectus  Iapis 
of  Virgil. — I  fhall  add,  lATPIKOTATOX,  ^j^o^w^o^  xat  a^u^oSoKniroi;, 
fitXoTTTw^of,  ysvva.(0(;,  veuv  ^lopQwTW?,  ocjof,  ^w»»of,  ivcn'cvif  EI2  AKPON 
THS  nAIAEIAS  \M'^»Kuq, 


(     105     ) 

Biad,  copy,  comment,  manufcript  and  print, 
Take  from  good  natur'd  friends  fome  ufeful  hint, 
From  Bsvvick-'s  [d)  magic  wood  throw  borrow'd  rays 
O'er  many  a  page  in  gorgeous  B  timer's  blaze  j 
Alas,  for  thee  !  nor  profit,  hope,  not  fame. 
Contempt  your  lot,  and  fplita.y  fliame. 

Go  rather  and  indulge  Or  am  a  tick  rage  -, 
All  love  a  publick  or  a  private  flage  : 
Our  nobles  now,  as  players^  will  be  feen, 
A  duke's  chafte  daughter  or  a  Margravine  j 
Fled  is  the  foft  referve  and  nicer  fenfe, 
Thofe  primal  guards  of  love  and  innocence, 
Unzon'd  the  nymphs,  like  Highland  Charlotte  cla^. 

AUTHOR, 


(d)  Mr.  Bewick,  the  great  reftorer  of  the  long  loft  art  of  en» 
graving  upon  wood.  I  need  only  mention  his  figures  of  the 
quadrupeds,  and  his  plates  to  Bulmer's  edition  of  Goldfmith's 
poems.  Mr.Bulmer  is  the  ingenious  printer  of  Boydell's  magni- 
licenf  edition  of  Shakfpeare;  a  work  which,  having  been  uni- 
formly conduced  on  liberal  principles  and  intended  for  the  ho- 
nour Qt   the  country,  ihould  be  patronized  by  the  EngUjb  Nation. 


(       10^       ) 

AUTHOR. 

Why  not  «//bare  ?  lefs  fliame'sin  being  mad.  (e) 

OCTAVIUS. 

Hold : — and  o'er  female  failings  lightly  pafs. 

And  may  Aglaia  (/ )  lead  them  to  their  glafs. 

Connubial  glories  rifing  o'er  their  head, 

As  life's  domeftic  happier  ftage  they  tread  ; 

There  they  may  look,  well  pleas'd  themfelves  to  find 

The  guardians,  comforts,  teachers  of  mankind. 

AUTHOR. 

fej-  The  dre/s  of  the  prefent  period  has  warranted  the  carica- 
tures of  the  prefent  day,  particularly  one,  which  is  called"  The 
drefs  of  ladies  as  it  will  be."  I  write  in  A.  D.  Se'venteen  Hundred 
and  Ninety  Six.  Juvenal,  who  wrote  about  the  year  Ninety  Six, 
faid  on  a  fimilar  fubjeft  "  Nudus  agas ;  minus  ejl  i-nfania  iurpis" 
Sat.  2.  V.  71.  But  ftrange  to  fay,  he  was  {^tskmg  o^  the  drefs 
of  men. 

(f)  Aglaia  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  graces:  fhe  diftated  to 
Mr.  Pepe  the  following  line. 

Let  'o.QX.each  beauty  every  where  be  fpied. 

Where  half  the  fkill  is  decently  to  hide.* 
Thel?idies  fhould  remember  that  the  imagination  is  abufypower. 


Moral  Epifiles.  Ep.  4.  v.  53. 


(     107     ) 
AUTHOR. 

]  liften  with  delight :  that  ftrain  again  i 
ril  bicfs  the  fex, 

O  C  T  A  V I U  S. 

Now  pafs  to  titled  men. 
Mark,  as  Thalia  calls  in  graceful  air. 
The  foft  patrician  of  St.  James's  fquare  ^  (g) 
Her  nuptial  [h)  voice. at  Blenheim  Marlb'rough  heard. 
While  lyrick  Carlifle  purrs  (/)  o'er  love  transferr'd. 

Nay 


fg)  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  one  of  the  very  beft  bred 
men  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  moll  polite  ;  a  great  patron  of  the 
drama  and  its  concerns. 

(h)  yl  private  theatre  often  proves  a  convenient  chapel  of  eafe 
to  Hymen. — Fa77iilies  of  rank,  diftin3ion,  and  fortune,  will  at  laft 
be  con'vinced,  what  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  concluiion  of 
boys  and  girls  making  love  to  one  another  upon  any  ftage,  pub- 
lick  or  private,  particularly  in  a  pri'vate  theatre.  If  it  termi- 
nates in  marriage,  the  Fathers  and  Mothers  {hould  not  be  fur- 
prized  or  angry.  If  the  end  of  it,  is  intrigue  ;  if  the  girls  are 
debauched,  and  the  boys  come  into  life  with  the  manners  and 
morals  of  Players,  the  parents  may  be  forry,  but  it  is  their  own 
work. 


(     loS    ) 

Nay  Thurlow  once,  ('tis  faid)  could  fing  or  fwear. 
Like  Polyphme,  «'  I  cannot  cannot  bear  j"  {k) 

For 


(i)  Purrs. -^Hr.  Johnfon  fays,  *^  to  purr  is  to  murmur  as  a  cat 
or  leopard  in  pleafure."  I  have  heard  that  Lord  Carlifle  {^el 
ifamor  tra<vagltato  \  Sacripante)  is  writing  an  opera  entitled, 
«'  Angelica  e  Medoro."  Angelica  is  fuppofed  to  be  rather  a^/- 
•vanced  in  life ;  and  T  think  htr  grand-daughter  is  brought  on  the 
ftage, — •Zwironjh  (1796.) — The  Opera,  as  it  is  conje£tured,  is 
to  be  dedicated  to  The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Jer/ey,  in 
memory  and  in  imitation  of  the  gallant  and  accomplifhed  Medoro, 
as  recorded  by  Ariofto: 

'*  Delia  Comodita  che  qui  m'e  datUt 
lo  povero  Medor  &c- 

Ariofto  adds,  of  the  nolle  Earh  or  Count, 

«*  Erafcritto  va  Arahicot  che  il  Conte 
Jnt^ndea  con  ben  come  Latino^* 

•        O.  F.  Cant.  23.  s.  108. 

(/I)         "  Torture,  fury,  rage, /defpaxr, 
"I  cannot,  cannot,  bear." 
Air  (by  Polypheme)  in  the  Serenata  of  Acis  and  Galatea. 


f  If  my  romantick  ffiemory  does  not  deceive  me,  Sacripante 
was ^V/i-g^  by  Angelica.  See  Ariofto.  But  fubjedls  of  the  higheft 
importance  are  preffing  on  me  fo  faft,  that  i  am  obliged  to  dij- 
jwj/i  Lord  Carlifle,  Lady  Jerfey,  &c.  &c.  and  all  the  jo«/;^j  who 
are  dying  for  places  or  for  love,  in  the  words  of  the  poet. 

Ne  fono  a  Ferrau,  ne  a  Sacripante, 

(O  fia  Carligho)  per  donar piu  rima. 

Da  lor  mi  leva  il  Principe  d'  Anglante,  &c. 

O.  F.  Cant.  12.  s.  96. 


(     109     ) 

For  ah  !  prcfumptuous  Acis  (kk)  wrefts  the  prize. 
And  ravifhes  (/)   the  nymph  before  his  eyes  : 

Such 


(kk)  Prefumptuous  Acis.  (I.  e.  Mr.  Pitt) — I  allude  to  a  circum- 
ftance  not  generally  known  ;  but  which,  as  I  have  never  feen 
any  public  notice  of  it,  thefe  lines  are  meant  to  record.  About 
tivo years  ago  ihe  Serenata  ||  of  Acis  and  Galatea  (with  fome 
violation,  I  believe,  of  the  fable,  and  not  a  little  of  the  harmony 
and  of  the  melody)  was  performed  in  Donuning-Street  to  a  private 
company.  The  part  of  Acis  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Polyphems  by  Lord 
Thurlow,  and  Galatea,  by  Lord  Loughborough.  Me^xzi 
Soprani,  Lord  KENYOK-and  Pepper  Ardek,  with  a  fort  of 
MeJJa  Bajfa  %  by  Edmund  BuRKE  ;  the  other  njocal parts  by  a 
ieleft  committee  of  both  Houfes  a  due  cori,  I  was  not  prefent  at 
the  entertainment  myfelf,  but  was  informed,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
the  execution  of  the  difficult  parages,  did  not  fufficiently  attend  to 

his 


II  Mr.  Pitt  patronizes  tmijical performances  on  the  principle  of 
the  gods  according  to  Plato  ;  but  with  Apollo,  Dionufus  is  not 
forgotten.  "  O*  0£o»  oijcreipavTe?  «v9p«7rw>  (fome  M.  S.  infert 
ffoXiTtJiwy)  £7ri9re;'0»  Ti<^vy-o^  ysw^j  Ta?  Mnaaq  y.cn  A'sroTO^ma.  y.av  Aiovvaov 
^vK0fT»(7Tct^  eha-ctv."  Plat,  de  Legibus,  1.  z.  §  In  Mr.  Pitt's  muji- 
cal  miniftry,  the  famous  terms  of  the  ExAuc-i?  and  the  Ex^oA^i  of 
Bacchius  and  Ariftides  are  familiar  and  much  ufed  by  this  great  mo- 
dern artift.  The  YaA/ixo?  A»TKpSoyyo?  (fee  Athen^us  L.  14.  p.  635) 
between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Thurlow  was  much  admired  by  tie 
Cabinet  about  the  year  i  "jc^^. 

X  All  the  Catholics  know  (and  we  \i%ve  enough  of  them  to  tell  us, 
as  the  Marquis  and  Marchionefs  of  Buckingham  know  to  their  on^m 
and  their  cofnpany^s  coji)  that  the  Mejfa  BaJJd  is  ?Ljilent  mafs  \vh:fw 
pered  by  the  prieft  during  a  mujical  performance. 

§  Plat.  Op.  Ed.  Serrani.  Tom.  2.  p.  653. 


(      no      ) 

Such  feats  his  honour  Httie  Pepper  (m)  faw 
In  ail  the  pride  of  mufic  and  of  law. 

AUTHOPv.     ■ 

If  truth  and  joke,  though  pleafingly,  combine j 
What  credit  will  attend  the  motley  line  ? 
Where  is  your  truft  ? 

OCTAVIUS. 


his  appoggiaturas,  which  indeed  he  feldom  does ;  that  the  baritono 
of  Lord  Thurlow  was  quite  Poly-phemifh,  and  fully  fuftained  j 
but  that  it  was  impoffible  to  do  jufike  to  Lord  Loughborough's 
diminuendo,  wh.en-'—he  died  a^waj  in  the  arms  vf  Acis. 

N.  B.  Eifhop  Hurd  would  fay  this  note  is  allegorical,  or  eleu- 
Jinian:  the  late  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Lord  Sheffield  vvould\as  ftoutly 
deny  it.  (Written  in  1796.)— For  my  own  part  1  think  there 
is  much  eloquent  mufic  in  thefe  metaphors,  which  record  the  poli- 
tical conuerjion  of  Lord  Loughborough  to  Mr.  Pitt's  party. — > 
Jh  !  le  Grand  Opera  !!! 

(I)  The  Nymph,  i.  e.  Galatea,  i.  e.  Lord  Loughborough.  This 
was  more  than  a  Sabine  feat  in  my  opinion.  Who's  afraid  ?  not 
Mr.  Pitt. 

{m)  Little  Pepper,  i.  e.  Sir  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Kt.  Matter 
of  the  Rolls.  His  legal  abilities  have  certainly  been  under- 
rated, but  I  have  done  ample  jullice  to  his  mufical  povj  ers. 


(  III  ) 

OCTAVIUS. 

To  this  difcerning  land 
I  truft,  and  laugh :  there  are  who  underftand. 
If  from  ftate  farces,  wken  the  Hotife  is  up, 
Some  feek  the  green  room  and  v/ith  Kemble  fup, 
(For  who  'gainft  modejl  merit  fhuts  the  door  ?) 
Leeds  fays,"  'fo  gentle  L^lius  did  before  i 
Lcelius,  in  whom  each  graceful  ad  could  pleafe. 
In  wifdom  mild,  and  dignified  in  eafe. 
With  Terence  oft  the  publick  cares  would  (hun. 

AUTHOR. 

Terence  zxAKemhle\ — the  difpute  is  done, 
I  ever  mark'd,  (deem  not  the  thought    fevere) 
What  bounds  divide  the  ador  from  the  peer  : 
Confound  them,  FU  believe  a  faint,  a  rogue  ^ 
Andrews  writes  farce,  a  Duke  the  epilogue  i 


Burke 


(       112       ) 

Burke  may  the  right  of  property  invade  ^ 
Steevens  contrad  the  Commentator's  trade  5 
To  Erfkine,  Kenyon  feem  a  clafHck  wit ; 
Or  Paine  apologize  for  holy  writ  5 
The  Dramatist  («)  himfelf  and  fame  belie. 
And  leave  the  ftage  for  truth  and  honefty ; 
St.  Helen's  quit  his  diplomatick  pomp ; 
Siddons  be  comick  5  Jordan  link  the  Romp  1 
Ireland  prove  Shakfpeare  ;  Bentley  be  Malone  j 
Thelwall  dread  preaching,  or  high  treafon,  Stone  -, 
Who  hates  not  Merry,  Jerningham  may  love  1 
And  Gifford  Delia  Crufca's  felf  approve. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Merry  and  Crufca  ! — Gilford's  right :  beware 

The  very  ground  is  his  and  Bavian  ajr. 

AUTHOR. 

CnJ  See  a  Poem  entitled,  "  The  Political  Dramatift  of  the 
'' Houfe  of  Commons  in  1795  :  a  Satire,  ad  Ed.  with  a  Foft- 
"  fcript  containing  Remarks  on  the  Declaration  of  the  Whig 
*«  Club  on  the  23d  of  January  1796."  Printed  for  J.  Parfons, 
in  Paternofter  Row.  This  poem  is  recommended  to  the  pub- 
lick  on  thofe  publick  principles,  which  I  conlidsr  as  of  the  higheft 
Importance  to  thefe  kingdoms. 


(    JI3     ) 


AUXHOR. 

No  :  I'll  not  fcek  the  trads  hjs  arrows  fire 
With  light  that  marks,  but  marks  not  to  expire  j 
The  climes  he  roams,  where'er  his  footfteps  Iped, 
I  pafs  with  caution  or  but  lightly  tread, 
-Orpleas'd  with  flow'rs  his  fancy  beft  can  ftrew, 
I  fit,  and  think  I  read  my  Pope  anew.  (/) 

But  grant  the  ftage  is  noble  i  I  believe 
Greek  is  plebeian,,  with  Lord  [n)  Belgrave's  leave : 

H  Though 

(I)  The  author  of  the  Baviad  and  the  Maeviad.  Mr.  Glf- 
ford  is  the  moft  correii  poetical  writer  I  have  read,  lince  the 
days  of  Pope.  Upon  the  whole  I  give  the  preference  to  the 
Baviad  after  much  consideration,  though  both  the  Poems  may 
be  ftudied  with  pleafure  and  advantage.— I  have  not  the  honour 
©f  Mr.  Gilford's  acquaintance ;  and  indeed,  from  the  nature 
of  my  retirement,!  probably  may  never  fee  him. 

(n)  Lord  Belgra-ve  ;  a  learned  and  accomplifhed  young  noble- 
man of  the  prefent  time.  At  his  firft  entrance  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  all  the  honeft  enthufiafm  of  his  heart,  in  aca- 
demick    frelhnefs    and    claffick   vigour^,    he  qaoted   a  paffage 

from 


(     114     ) 
Thcmgh  now  fome  high  imperial  criticks  chafe. 
To  think  not  ^fchylus  himfelf  is  fafe. 
Go  to  his  text :  revife,  digefb,  compare. 
With  Porfon's  fhrewdnefs,  or  with  Valknaer's  care  ; 
Then  let  the  learned  page  once  quit  your  fight. 
Some  Scotch  Greek  fwindling  printer  {o)  fteals  your 

right. 

But 

from  Demofthenes  in  Greek,  This  fubjefted  him  to  the  idle  and 
impotent  ridicule  of  the  Dramatiji  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofc 
fchoolboy  memory  on  that  occalion  happened  to  be  more  accurate. 
Lord  Belgrave  had  done  no  more  than  I  have  often  heard  from 
Mr.  Fox  himfelf,  who  loves  and  underftands  Greek.  As  to  the 
long  and  illuftrious  train  of  our  young  nobility  and  gentry,  dif- 
tinguifhed  foj  their  conduft  and  attachment  to  their  country,  I 
will  fay  with  fome  fpirit  and  animation  : 

Dii  patrii,  quorum femper  fub  numine  Troja  ejl, 

Non  taraen  omnino  Teucros  delere  paratis. 

Cum  tales  animos  Juvenum,  et  tarn  certa  tuliftis 

Peftora  !  f 

(o)  I  allude  to  a  tranfaftion  which  feems  to  be  unwarrantable, 
Mr.  Porfon,  the  Greek  ProfefTor  at  Cambridge,  lent  his  ma- 
nufcript  corredions  and  conjeftures  on  the  text  of  j^Efchylus, 
to  a  friend  in  Scotland ;  for  he  once  had,  and  1  hope  ftill  has, 
an  intention  of  pablilhing  that  tragedian,    though  it  may   now 

be 

t  Virg.  .^n.  9.  V.  247. 


(     115     ) 

But  mark,  the  fea-blrds  found  the  note  of  doom. 

And  venom'd  infe^ls  {p)  clultcr  round  the  tomb, 

The  Grecian  billows  foam  along  the  ftrand, 

In  angry  murmurs  deaf'ning  all  the  land. 

Ranging  for  vengeance  from  his  native  fliore, 

Archilochus  is  rous'd,  to  lleep  no  more. 

Hz 

be  fufpended.  His  correded  text  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Scotch  printer  Fowlis,  and  without  the  ProfefTor's  leave  or  even 
knowledge,  he  publilTied  a  magnificent  edition  of  iEfchylus 
from  it,  without  notes.  I  believe  my  ftatement  is  tolerably 
correft.  I  hope  however  that  Mr.  Porfon  will  not  be  difcou- 
raged,  but  continue  his  labours  on  the  Greek  Lexicon  of  Pbo- 
tius,  as  the  learned  world  are  in  eager  expeftation  of  a  work 
fo  long,  and  hitherto  fo  vainly,  defired. — But,  in  my  opinion, 
the  lovers  of  literature  would  be  infinitely  more  obliged  to  him, 
or  to  any  other  illullrious  critick,  for  a  new  edition  of  the  Gree/k 
Bibliotheca  of  Photius,  which  abounds  with  the  moft  curious  and 
valuable  Excerpta  of  Writers  whofe  integral  works  are  loft  for 
ever.  At  prefent  it  is  troublefome  even  to  read  the  remains  of 
the  laborious  erudiuonof  the  Patriarch  of  Byzantium. 

(/)  The  tomb  of  Archilochus  was  placed  on  the  fea  fiiore,  (I 
think  in  the  ifland  of  Paros),  and  the  poets  feigned  that  in  the 
cavities  of  the  ftone,  worn  away  by  the  waves,  a  fwarm  of  wafps 
was  concealed,  ready  to  avenge  the  leaft  infult  that  could  be  of- 
fered to  it. — The  fubjeft  of  Greek  learning  is  carried  on  in  the 
Third  Part  of  this  Poem. 

END  OF  THE  SECOND  DIALOGUE. 
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PREFACE 

TO  THE  THIRD  DIALOGUEf 


O  F    T  H  E 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


teat  rav  Nojj.uii,  h«i  tw;  SwTy.pia;,  tioci  T'/??  puo-ebsia?,  xa;  Trj?  Ao|'j)?,  fjon  rrig 
EXsfSEpia?,  iiTTcp  ruy  xomrj  'irccai  lly^<pe^o)i'vuv,  AKPIBOAOrOYMAI  KAI 
AIESfiPXOMAI.t 

I  PRESENT  the  Third  Part  of  this  Poem  to  the  pubHck, 
at  the  fame  time  that  I  offer  the  Second :  though  I  had 
intended  to  delay  it.  But  fome  fubjedls  are  of  an  im- 
portance ferious  and  urgent,  not  to  be  deferred.  Whcrc- 
<evcr  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  exills,   (and  with  us  may 

that 


f  Firft  printed  in  May  1796. 
t  Demofthenes. 
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that  freecloni  be  perpetual ! )  I  muft  aflert  that,  Litera- 
ture, well  or  ill  conduEled^  is  THE  great  engine  ky 
which,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  all  civiMztd Jlates  mujl  ultimatf' 
lybefuppariedor  ov^erthrown^ 

It  is  not  enough  to  fay,  a  book  is  bulky  or  voluminous, 
and  therefore  can  have  no  efFe6l  upon  the  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple, becaufe  that  opinion  is  not  true.  Such  a  book  can  not 
only  be  abridged  and  difperfed  abroad,  but  a  man  like 
Thomas  Paine,  with  a  rude,  and  w^icked,  and  daring  man- 
ner of  thinking,  and  with  vulgar  but  impreffive  language, 
may  blend  the  fubftance  of  the  opinions  with  his  own,  and  in 
a  fhort  popular  tradl  make  them  familiar  and  intelli- 
gible to  every  apprehenfion.  Thus  are  mtn  fooled  out  of 
their  underftanding,  fooled  out  of  their  fecurity,  and  fooled 
out  of  their  happinefs  :  and  when  they  have  loft  every  blef- 
fing  btyond  recovery,  they  look  round  at  each  other  in  a  ftu- 
pid  defpair,  clafliing  their  chains  and  unable  to  fhake 
them  off,  and  afk,  "  How  has  all  this  been  brought 
about?" 

I  am  no  enemy  to  th«  liberty  of  difcuffion,  an^  the 
toleration  of  opinions  ;  I  am  for  no  literary  profcription. 
But  I  think  it  is  plainly  our  interejl,  as  well  as  our  duty, 
(while  yet  we  may)  to  ftrive  to  fupport  that  constitu-\ 
TioN  IN  CHVRCH  AND  STATE,  which  has  hitherCQ 
been  able  to  build  us  up,  and  to  give  us  an  inheritance, 
or  rather  the  pre-eminence,  among  all  thofe  who  have 
been  ftrengthened  by  policy,  or  fandlified  by  revelation. 
What  I  would  contend  for  alfo,  is  this ;  that  among  all 
who  are  worthy  to  be  called  fcholars  or  legiflators,  criti- 
cifm,    obfervation,    and  watchfulnefs  are    peculiarly    ne- 

ceffary  , 


f      121      ) 

ceflary ;  that  men  may  hear  of  their  common  danger, 
and  be  admoniflied  to  piU  a  few  plain  queftions  to  them<f 
felves ;  "  What  are  we  going  to  refign  or  give  up,  and 
why?  What  are  we  going  to  adopt  and  wherefore^'' 
I  repeat  it,  now,  in  this  our  day,  while  the  bhternefs  of  po-^ 
litical  death  is  pafTing  upon  almofl  every  other  nation  in  Eu- 
rope. When  we  arc  opening  the  avenues  to  Reform,  and 
to  the  confcquent  inevitable  diflblution  of  our  own  govern- 
ment, is  it  pofliible  that  we  can  for  a  moment  forget  the 
tremendous  Republick?  Over  every  ftate,  and  Tfland,  and 
promontory  of  Europe  fhe  fits  tyrant  or  arbitrefs. 

KisuvyMm  *OIOS  E<1)E  APOZ 

BY22;O0EN  B^efva-m !  || 

From  every  other  flate,  but  England,  the  fceptre  hg^  fallen 
by  the  arms,  or  the  principles,  or  the  treachery  of  France. 
What  (lie  can  effedl  by  war  and  invafion,  that  flie  moft 
readily  and  moft  willingly  accomplillies.  But  fhe  has 
other  means,  nor  lefs  terrible,  nor  lefs  certain.  The  fubter' 
r-anean  wind  of  this  fierce  democracy  has  farce  enough  to 
overthrow,  or  to  tranfport,  hills  and  rocks  torn  from 
Pelorus  ;  [a)  and  by  this  explofion  they  too  often  have 
pcrifhcd.     In  the  agony  of  thefe  refledlions  language  will 

labour^ 


II  CalUm.     Hyn.  ad  Delum.  125, 

(a)  "  L'alpeftro  monte,  ond^  e  tronco  Peloro." 

Dane.  Purg.  C.  14,. 
Whence  Milton  took  his  famous  words.  P.  L.  b.  i.  232. 
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labour,  and  the  images   of  nature   and  all  her  elements  in 
CDnfli6l  and  convulfion  will  prefent  themfelves. 

When  indeed  I  confider  this  great,  powerful,  and  yet 
opulent  kingdom,  with  all  its  bearings  and  dependencies, 
I  know  not  which  to  reprobate  moft,  the  folly  or  the 
wickednefs  of  its  internal  enemies,  and  of  the  defperate 
French  fadlion  in  the  heart  of  its  metropolis.  When  I 
think  on  theTe  things,  and  at  the  fame  time  refleft,  that  the 
eyes  of  a  whole  nation  were  originally  opened  by  One 
Man,  and  the  fyftems  of  internal  deftru6tion  and  of  irre- 
verfible  mifery,  which  awaited  us,  were  difplayedX  ^i^^ 
confounded  by  His  powers,  I  pardon  and  forget  his  ec- 
centricities, and  even  his  partiality  for  the  Roftiifh  faith 
and  its  profeflbrs,  and  the  heat  and  violence  which  too  fre- 
quently and  too  fatally  attended  upon  the  uncontrouled 
Genius  of  Edmund  Burke.  Sometimes  indeed,  (it  is 
when  my  heart  burns  within  me)  I  pour  out  my  thoughts 
by  myfelf  in  contemplation  of  my  country,  which  I 
love  with  ardour  unabated,  and  of  its  great  Citizen, 
whom  I  approach  with  reverence,  and  in  the  words  of  the 
poet: 

Qu£e  cum  magna  modis  multis  miranda  videtur 
Gentibus  humanis  Regio,  vifendaque  fertur, 
Rebus  opima  bonis,  multamunita  virum  vi. 
Nil  tamen  hoc  habuijfe  ViRo  pr^clarius  Infe^ 
Nee  fanftum  magis  et  mirum  carumque  videtur.  f 

But 

I  "  Animo  'uidit,  ingenio  complexus  efi,  eloquentta  illumina- 
f/V."  Thefe  are  the  words  of  Paterculus  concerning  Cicero.— 
How  natural  to  transfer  them  to  Edmund  BuRK.E  !    (1796.) 

f  Lucret.  L.  i.  v.  728. 
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But  llill  on  fiicli  a  fubje^l,  of  fuch  a  m:ui,  and  at  i"ut,li 
a  time,  I  would  fpeak  with  prccifion,  and  admire  witii 
circumfpedlion.  Let  us  call  to  mind  for  a  moment  the  few 
years  jufl  paft  and  the  tranfadlions,  the  traces  of  v/hich  are 
felt  and  vifible.  I  would  pafs  over  them  rapidly,  i)iit  I 
could  wifh  the  view  to  he  imprefTive.  We  liave  bec;i  (:_'- 
livered  from  a  ftate  of  much  internal  terror  and  im- 
pending anarchy,  and  from  the  contufion  of  a  new  poji-r' 
tical  chaos,  where  all  was  brute  and  diforderly.  Oi:r 
conftitution,  our  liberties,  and  our  rights,  (I  fear  not  to 
name  the  ivord,  we  have  and  enjoy  them  all,  rights 
public  and  private)  all  thcfe  have  been  preferved  and  con- 
firmed.  Every  rank  in  fociety,  the  peafant,  tiie  lawyer, 
the  mechanick,  the  farmer,  the  tradefman,  the  private  gen- 
tleman, have  all  felt,  and  acknowledged,  and  obeyed  the 
paramount  call  of  their  country.  Peace  is  within  our 
walls,  and  it  is  their  work.  In  the  higher  orders  of  tie 
ftate,  and  in  the  Sovereign,  we  have  feen  a  gracious  beha- 
viour, a  common  intereft,  an  equal  exertion,  and  a  regular 
defined,  limited  power.  Of  fuch  a  condu6t  fecurity  is  the 
natural  production  ;  it  bloffoms  into  fruit.  But  with  this, 
though  man  might  be  happy,  he  will  nor  always,  or  in- 
deed long,  be  fatisfied.  He  will  reach  at  perfection  abfoiute 
and  unqualified.  He  iorgets,  that  theoretical  perfcSfion 
in  government  and  praJJieal  oppr^Jfion  are  ciofely  alliecl. 
He  will  be  more  than  man,  and  he  becomes  lefs  h\ 
the  years  1788  and  89,  the  vifionary  profpecl  from  cho- 
fliore  of  France  opened  upon  the  eyes  of  our  modern 
reformers.  England  looked  upon  thefe  Reformers,  and  tlis 
government  neglected  them.  Societies,  in  the  very  ii.cc 
of  an  infnJred  legiiiature,  boldiv  multiplied,  and  magnlned, 


/ 

/ 
/ 
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and  confolidated  each  other.  All  grew  up  in  rilence. 
There  was  no  publick  apprchenfion  among  the  well- 
afFe6ted,  no  diftrulL  We  laughed  at  metaphyfical  diftinc- 
tions,  and  idle  terms  of  fcholaftick  art,  and  revolutiona- 
ry dinners,  and  republican  toafts.  It  was  an  hour  of  ge* 
neral  and  of  unaccountable  indifference.  The  great  chain 
of  pofts,  and  a  fpecics  of  telegraphick  communication  had 
been  eftabliil:ied  unperceived.  The  Englifh  revolution 
in  1688  was  held  up  to  feeming  approbation  and  reverence, 
but  in  reality  to  fecret  or  rather  to  open  cbntempt ;  and  the 
Revolution  of  France  in  1788,  was  the  Revolution  which 
they  'intended  to  realize  and  to  Celebrate.  The  Reformers 
llrove  to  buy  golden  opinions  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
and  to  wear  them  in  the  neweft  glofs.  The  external  deco- 
ration deceived  the  eye.  The  painted  fepulchre  was 
prepared  and  whited  zuithout,  the  vault  and  receptacle  of 
all  our  ancient  liberties,  and  rights,  and  fecurities,  and 
properties,  and  common  comforts.  Still  we  beheld  all 
this,  but  went  our  way,  and  forgot  what  manner  of  men 
thefe  Reformers  were.  At  this  very  hour,  when  the 
publick  mind  was  darkened  that  it  could  not  difcern,  when 
in  every  quarter  of  the  heaven  appeared  vapour  and  mill, 
and  cloud,  and  exhalation  ; 

Lapiova  jnaladetta^fredda^  e  grevt^ 
(Regola  e  qualita  (eftrana  e)  nuova) 
Grandine  groffa^  e  acqua  tinta  e  nevft 
Per  I'aer  tenebrofo  fi  river  fa  j  («j 


1 


(«^  Dante  Inf.  C.  6.     From  what  other  Poetj,  ancient  cr  mo- 
dern, could  I  draw  forth  fuch  expreffions  I 


(     i'^5     ) 

at  this  very  hour  the  morning  horizon  began  fuddcnly  to 
redden.  It  was  the  dawn.  Then  indeed,  "  Firft  in  his 
i-;ast  the  glorious  lamp  was  fecn,  Regenr  of  Day  !**  This 
luminary  was  Edmund  Burke.  Light  broke  upon  them 
ail.  Tiie  features  of  miirule  and  malignity,  of  tyranny 
and  of  opprefTion,  the  fabled  fpectics  and  hollile  powers 
figured  by  poets  and  orators,  were  realized  in  the  fpirits  of 
turbulence,  diflatisfadlion,  fcdition,  rebellion,  and  de- 
mocracy. But  they  were  feen  to  bedifperfed.  The  rays 
of  the  orb  were  dired):,  coUedled,  and  concentrated  :  they 
had  power  to  illuminate  and  to  confume.  But  the  courfe 
of  this  orb,  though  marked,  was  Ihort,  It  is  fet :  never 
to  return. t 

EYAEIS  ! — aV/  h'Eho  ?,e?.xo-(A.ivoi  icrf^iv,  AXIAAEY  ! . 
Ou  ^Jiiv  Ss  ^uoiToq  «x>jo£lfj  *t^B  ^^yoyroq.  (bj 

But  I  muft  proceed. 

I  confefs,  that  I  am  not  fuch  a  defperate  lover  of  what 
is  brought  to  me  for  abftradt  political  truth,  as  never  to 
make  enquiry  into  the  charadler  of  the  propofers  of  it, 
their  perfonal  views,  and  the  men  and  meafures  with 
which  they  are  connedled.  I  feel  myfelf  a  member  of  re- 
gulated fociety,  and  1  would  maintain  an  eltabliihed  or- 
der. I  acknowledge  myfelf  a  fubjeil  of  a  mild  and  equi- 
table government,  (though  under  a  mod  fevere  temporary 
preffure)  and  I  would  prefervc  that  government  which 
gives  us  ALL  protedion.  And  when  I  adopt  the  great 
rule,  that  "  we  fhould  love  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves," 
I  have  not  yet  made  fuch  advances  in  the  theory  of  political 
jufcice   and   in  the  new  wifdom,  as  coolly  to  affert,    that 

"  ibis 

f  CAuguft  1797.) 
(b)  Horn.  11.  Z3.  v.  69. 
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"■  this  maxim  though  pojjejfing  confiderable  merit  as  a 
"  popular  principle,  is  not  JiriBly  modelled  with  philofo- 
"  phical  precijion."  [a)  I  have  not  yet  learned  to  treat  the 
Revelations  of  God,  or  the  inftitutions  of  my  country, 
with  contumely.  I  have  no  romantic  ideas  of  virtues 
without  motiveK,  and  of  a6lions  without  regulations.  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  matter  of  general  fafety,  that  crimes 
fliould  be  difcerned^  as  well  as  reprefied,  by  legal  fandtions ; 
and  that  the  nature  of  juftice  and  of  injuftice  fhould  be 
declared,  taught,  and  enforced,  by  law,  by  religion,  and 
by  education.  Experience  has  infl;ru6led  me,  and  reafon 
and  reflection  have  confirmed  me  in  the  belief,  that  Con- 
fcience  may  be  erroneous ;  that  it  is  a  monitor  which 
needs  advice,  and  a  guide  which  often  calls  for  fuperior 
direftion.  I  look  upon  juftice  as  the  foundation  {b)  and  fup- 
portj  but  not  a$  the  whole  of  human  duty  ;  and  I  cannot, 
in  infulting  language,  refolve  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  all 
government  and  civil  fociety  into  "  Laws  proclaimed  by 
Heralds  and  expounded  by  Curates."  (c) 

Yet 


(a)  See  an  enquiry  into  Political  Juftice,  by  William  Godwin. 
3d.  Edit.  8vo.  vol  I.  page  127. 

{b)  Atx-K  ■7o>,iwj' a£7(paX£?  BA0PON.  (Pindar.)  But  who  calls  a 
foundation,  a  building  ? — The  whole  pafTage  of  the  poet  has 
fuch  Itrength  and  grace,  when  applied  to  Great  Britain,  that  I 
will  prefent  it  to  our  Grecian  patriots.  "  Oi,y.ov  kfjiB^ov  ko-tok;,  Isi/oio-t 
SE  ^i^'nOwoL,  ytiu<jOjji.a,i  ran  ohhuxv  Kopii/Oov,  weoOfpcv  IIoTEi^avo?,  ayTiaonypoy. 
Ev  fS.  yao  Y.vwiXia.  vcuzi,  xao-iynjTai  te,  Aiy.a  TToXttu'  a^(pA>^sg  Qa^^ov,  kcci, 
of/.orfowo;  Eifai'a,  rct^Mi  avJpacrt  7r^aTa,  ^fvaiui  TToithi;  evvii>\ov  ©ejmjto;, 
a^^^iiv  vQw,  yxfov  p,a.T£pa  Bfaavi^v^ov.  Er  Je  Mottr'  a^UTTcooj,  sv  ^'  Am'; 
■jscc'j  ii>.ixti;  xtyjj.oiia-iv  av^^aiv.     Pind.  Olymp.  O.   I  3, 
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Yet  tlo  I  not  fpeak  profejfionally,  I  have  no  perfonal 
interference  in  the  church,  the  law,  or  the  ftate.  But  I 
fpeak  agnin  and  again,  with  earneftnefs  and  with  fincc- 
rify,  from  the  mingled  afFe£lIons  of  regard,  fear,  and 
hope  for  us  all  (and  I  truft,  we  are  the  great  majority) 
who  ;'^/ remain  firm,  cor.ftant,  and  unfliaken  by  fuch  wri- 
ters as  thefe.  I  fpeak**  to  all,  who  have  the  courage,  and 
learning,  and  ability  to  reprefs  them,  not  by  force  (God 
forbid!)  but  by  reafoning,  and  by  appeals  to  the  under- 
ftanding,  and  the  facial  relations  of  their  fellow  crea- 
tures. I  fpeak  to  all  who  can  refcue  thtr.ii'^-om  the  cold 
unfeeling  tyranny  of  modern  metaphyficks,  as  exhibited 
in  the  new  fyftems  of  government  and  manners,  (religion 
they  have  none)  and  from  nonfenfe  which  mufl  at  lafl 
be  found  impradticable,  when  every  eftate  and  condition 
of  man  has  been  overthrown,  for  their  pleafuve  and  expe- 
riments, that  thefe  new  arbiters,  or  creators,  of  human 
deftiny  may  introduce  a  government  without  principles, 
laws  without  mercy,  and  morality  without  a  motive. 

The  main  point  of  reft  to  every  empire  is  the  principle 
on  which  voluntary  and  habitual  obedience  is  paid  to 
eftablifhed  authority.  Half  a  century  is  infufficient /ar 
any  new  power  or  conjiitution  to  find  its  level.  It  is 
indeed  matter  of  great  patience,  as  well  as  ,of  deepeft 
concern,  to  reafonable  men,  to  obferve  what  is  Jilll  car- 
rying on   in  this  country   in  defiance   of  every  evil  which 

has 


(f)   See  Godwin  on  Juftice  as  above,  vol.  2.  p.  299. 
Hi^c  Ego  non  credam  Fenujina  digna  lucernd? 
H/sc  Ego  non  agitem  ? 

Juv.  Sat.  I.  V.  51, 
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iias  been  felt,  and  will  long  continue  to  be  felt,  from  thV 
introdu6tion  of  new  principles  among  other  nations.  For 
the  fentence  of  final  deftrudion  feems  to  be  now  executing 
on  the  various  governments  of  Europe. 

*'  Yes,  I  muft  weep  for  you,  ye  rival  vales, 
Arno  and  Andalufia  I  but  for  thee 
More  largely,  and  with  filial  tears  muft  weep, 
O  Albion,  O  my  country  !  mujl  thou  join^ 
Irrvain  dijjever' d  from  the  reji  ? — '* 
I  truflnot  in  vaia.  {a)     Still  the  lajl  difpenfation  of  merey  (r 
offered  to  this   island;  and  it  is  only  to   be   dcferved 

and 


(a)  Hillorical  fafts  of  ancient  times  arc  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  illuftration  of  the  prefent  great  events,  but  feme  paffages 
are  not  vinworthy  of  attention.  In  the  256th  year  of  Rome, 
when  the  Lacins  declared  for  Tarquin,  the  Confer ipt  Father^ 
were  not  terrified,  though  all  their  Jlliei,  Che  Rutuli,  the  Volfci, 
and  other  pOA'ers  deferted  them.  Tlfe  Senate  was  ftill  bold, 
though  Rome  had  rebellious  fubjeds  in  the  heart  of  the  metro- 
polis, and  the  State  and  Conftitution  were  preferved.  There 
were  iiien  who,  like  the  Tookes  and  Thelwalls  of  our  days,  taught 
the  people,  *'  /ajj  ^tAop^wpn/  tv  iroXn  fA-nhvo^  ccvtok;  ayctda  ^jLtra^i^Hoy),'* 
and  enforced  all  the  popular  arguments  of  revolt  and  fedition. 
I  refer  to  ;he  fifth  B.  of  the  Roman  Antiquities  of  Dionyfius 
Halicarnaflenfis.  Se6l.  6  ?,  which  is  curious  and  inftrudive.  But 
one  fentence  of  this  neglefted  Hiftorian  is  fo  Angularly  applica- 
ble to  our  own  immediate  circumftances,  (Auguft  1797)  that  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  infert  it.  It  is  from  the  Gzd  Sedlion  qf 
the  5  th  Book.  **  Ofoe*  01  Pw^atot  TaTrewwfisvTE?,  h  ireiMuv  iMoi  kv  rHf 
f/LiyacfiTB  ifoKii/.w  a,tiaifQVfjt.evovi;,  )tao  IIASAS  An£rNi2K0TAS  SYMMAX- 
IKAS  £AniAA£,  «M«  ran?  oMncm  ^vvxiAicn  9r*<rTfti<r«PTE?  /xovaK-  •rroT^^u 
v-no^Vfjcoreooi  wpoj  rov  Ayctina  eywoyro,  ug  Six  tyiv  avatyKviv  aMfii;  ctyahin  irapat 

Dion.  Halicarn.  Rom.  Hift.  L.  5.  S.  62. 
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-jand  continued  to  us  by  firmnefs,  temperance,  and  pi^ty, 
ancl  by  perieverance  in  the  conftitution  facred  and  civil 
which  now  is,  without  daring  to  altempt  any  preftnt  in- 
novation in  theory  or  in  praflice.  It  is  indeed  by  look' 
ing  cahnly,  (not  as  {laves  or  bigots,  but  as-  wife  men,) 
upon  thofc  imperfections,  which  human  inftitutions  never 
can  prevent,  or  wholly  remove,  that  we  jnay  yet  hope, 
under  Providence,  to  prefcrvc  for  ourfelves  and  our  pof- 
terity  the  blcfllngs  of  cultivated;  fbciety,  in  the  general 
convulfion  of  Europe.  They  are  befl  fecured  to  us  by 
our  prefentform  of  government  and  laws,  which  beingjufl 
in  their  principle,  temperate  in  their  cfFefts,  impartial  in 
their  application,  and  merciful  in  their  execution,  have 
the  fandion  of  time,  of  wildom,  and  of  experience.  In 
whatever  fhape  French  Fhilofophy  may  approach,  however 
recommended,  or  dignified,  or  difguifed,  by  fcholars,  or  by- 
ignorant  and  feditious  men,  in  Greek,  ■  in  Latin,  in  French, 
or  in  Englifli,  I  would  refifl:  and  repel  it.  "Whenever  the 
machine  appears  before  the  walls,  I  lliall  never  regard  it  as 
the  gift  of  Minerva,  but  cajl  aioiid  to  try  the  temper  and 
the  fubftance  of  it,  ferro  JrgQlicas  foedare  latebras^  to  dif- 
truft  the  prcfent,  and  to  reject  the  offer.  Let  the  enemy 
be  dragged  forth  to  light  and  (h&wn  as  he  is,  and  I  will 
•yet  truft  that  the  kingdom  and  the  citadel  may  flaad.  , 

The  THIRD  PART  of  this  poem  opens  with  a  playful 
fubjCifl,  and  it  is  treated  as  fuch.  But  as  the  poem  ad- 
vances, I  muft  (to  ufe  a  prophet's  expreffion)  Jheiv  my 
dark  fpeech  upon  the  harp^  and  muft,  now  and  then  per- 
chance, ftrike  the  firings  fomewhat  loudly,  and  defcend 
into  a  more  fcvcre  and  a  more  fotemn  harmony-  But 
■jvhat  I   cfteem   to  be  necclTary,  that   I    will  declare;  and 

I  .     ■  what 
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/hat  I  feel  k  to  be  ray   duty  to  rcprefent,   that  I  will  have 
the  boldnefs  to  publifli.     Through  the  whole  courfe  of  my 
life,  in   every  trying  circumftance,  and  in  every  wayward  f 
event,  publick  and  private,  I  have  heldfaft  the  concife  and  j 
ftrong  admonition  of  the  poet :  ...  I 

Tu  NE  CEDE  MALis  ',fed  contra  audient'tor  ito,  \ 

^am  tua  te  Fortunafmet. 

My  learning  and  refearches,  fuch  as  they  are,  liubmit 
to  fcholars ;  my  opinions,  my  labours,  and  my  fervices,  in 
the  integrity  of  afFeaion,  I  offer  to  my  country;. my 
errors  and  defeds  I  leave  to  public  reprehenfion,  in  a  re- 
fpedful  filence.  Whether  men  will  hear,  or  whether  they 
will  not  hear,  is  not  ftridly  my  perfonal  concern  j  but  my; 
intention  no  man  takethfrm  me. 
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THE 

PURSUITS   OF    LITERATURE. 


DIALOGUE  THE  THIRD.  (*) 


MciTCiioXoyuv    (priiji.cc    TT^offiitTccro   Y.'KKa.^x  [AUcroTroXiiii,     (To^ui;     E7rKpSoi'?v 
^thenxi  Dejpnofophill :  L.  14.  p.  617.  Ed.  Cafaub. 


OCTAVIUS. 


HAT  then,  fhall  none  remain,  to  whom  belongs 

I  The  care  of  Attick  bards  and  Dorian  fongs  ?  {a) 

Shall  England  boaft  no  more,  in  order'd  clans. 

Her  owls  from  Athens  and  her  Delian  fwans  ? 

1 2  Is 

(*)    Firft  printed  in  May,   1796. 

(a)  The  fubj?£l  of  Greek  Literature  is  re  fumed.     See  the  con- 
Iclttfion  of  the  Second  Dialogue.  y 


Is  no  memorial  left  of  ancient  fame. 

No  dirge  funereal,  nor  one  Grecian  game  i 

AUTHOR. 

There  is :  lo,  learned  Clcr&0  in  fable  ftolc. 
Graceful  in  years  pant  eager  for  the  goal,  faa) 
Old  Norb'ry  {h)  ftarts,  and  with  \\\^Jeventh-form  (c) 

boys 
Jn  weeds  of  Greek  the  church-yard's  peace  annoys. 
With  claffick  Weston,  (^cc)    Charley  Coote,   and 

Tew,  (/i) 
In  difmal  dance  about  the  mournful  yew.. 

But 

(aaj  I  allude  to  the  rage  for  tranflating  Gray's  Elegy  into 
Greek  verfe,  by  fo  many  combatants  for  the  prize,  of  whom  more 
in  the  following  notes, 

(b)  The  Reverend  Dodor  Norbury,  late  one  of  the  Affiftants 
and  now  one  of  the  Fellows  (or  old  boys)  at  Eton,  publiftied  the 
firft  Greek  tranflation  of  the  Elegy. 

(c)  In  Eton  School  there  are  but  fix  forms  for  the  boys.- 
Thefe  Reverend  Divines,  it  feems,  have  only  taken  one  Jiep  fince 
shey  left  fchooL 

(cc)  The  Reverend  Mr.  Stephen  Weflon  is  a  man  of  great 
daffical  knowledge,  and  fkilled  in  various  languages » 
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But  firft  in  notes  Sicilian  (e)  plac'd  on  high, 
BATfes  founds  thefoft  preluding  fymphony  ; 

1 3  And 

CaJ  Monjicur  Peltier  (Editor  of  the  Tableau  de  Paris,  tc.) 
favoured  me  with  the  following  record  and  extraft,  which  I 
give  in  his  own  French  terms,  as  they  are  very  fignificant  and 
forcible. 

"  Place  de  la  Traduction. 

"  Jean  NoRBURY,  Dodcur  en  Theologie,  Chanoine  et  Af- 
"  focie  a  Eton.     Jge  foixante  ct  huit  ans. 

"  Etienne  Weston,  Bachelier  en  Theologie,  Abbe,  Voyag- 
"  eur,  Verfificateur,  cide'vant  Reftuer.     ^ge  cinquantc  ans. 

"  Charles  Coote,|  Dofleur  en  Theologie,  Doien  Irlandois, 
*'  Age  cinquante  et  deux  ans,  felon  le  regiftre. 

Edouard  Tew,  Bachelier  en  Theologie,  Chanoine  et  Af- 
**  focie  a  Eton,  Age  cinquante  et  fept  ans. 

"  Cvihtor IN Es  a  /a  Grec^ue,  %^  Floreal  ^intidi,   1796. 
Extrait  du  Regifire  de  la  Guillotine  Literaire." 

N.  B.  lis  font  montesfur  V  echaffaut  wvec  affez,  de  courage  ;  a  dix- 
heures  et  un  quart  du  matin  leurs  tetesfont  tombesJ* 

Extrait  du  Rapport  fait  au  conseil  des  anciens,  par 
PExecuteur  de  la  haute  juftice  literaire. 


%  P.  S.  J'ai  re9ue  une  lettre  tres  obligeante  de  la  part  de 
Monfieur  Peltier,  dont  j'ai  la  plus  haute  confideration,  qui 
m'a  informe,  qu'il  y  a  une  petite  meprife  dans  le  Regiftre  au 
fujet  de  Monfieur  le  Docteur  Coote,  Tradufleur  celebre. 
Qu'il  n'etoit  p^  Doien  Irlandois  Si,  par  confequent,  grand  theo- 
logian, mais  Dofteur  en  Droit  Civil  en  Angleterre,  trh  injiruit 

dans 
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And  in  fad  cadence,  as  the  bands  condenfe, 
The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  of  farting  Sense, 

Narbs 


f^J  Notes  Szdlian.--^  jo  AH  Bates,  Esc^  as  an  old  Etonian^ 
and  once  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  was 
fo  obliging  as  to  offer  himfelf  as  Mujical  Co-nduSior  on  the  occa- 
ilon.  Some  perfons  may  think,  that  the  *'  notes  Sicilian''  allude 
to  the  App(;ET6  Sws^otcei  tw  TTscOeo?,  ap%6Te  MuaxnX  ^^^  they  are  no 
muficians  if  they  think  fo.  Mr.  Bates's  judgment  naturally  led 
him  to  adopt  the  Siciliana  for  this  famous  folemnity,  as  it  is  a 
movement  flower  and  more  marked  than  the  Giga.  While  thfe 
Siciliana  was  playing,  the  combatants,  before  they  entered  the  liftsj 
approached  the  critick's  throne  moving  in  a  fort  of  meafured  ftep. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Nares,  (editor  of  the  Britifli  Criiick,  and  in 
my  eftimatlon,  and  1  believe  in  that  of  e^very  member  of  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  a  gentleman  of  worth,  learning  and  ability,  and  to 
whomnot  the  flighteftdifrefpeft  is  here  intended)  was  appointed 
the  judge  or  B^otQiv^  on  the  occafion,  and  beheld  thehi  without  emo- 
tion, though  the  light  was  luxuriant  in  the  extremCi 

O'er  their  toartn  cheeks,  zwAriJing hofoms  move 

The  bloom  oi  young  dejtre,  znd  j>urple  light  of  Iove.j| 

—Had 

'■  ^ . ..-.—_ 

dans  la  grammaire  Grecque.  Monfieur  Peltier,  avec  le  zele  le  plus 
edifiant,  pour  la  verite  et  avec  beaucoup  d'onftion,  m'a  prie  de 
corriger  le  regiftre  et  la  poefie,  la  deffus,  et  m'a  informe,  que 
Monlie'ur  Nares  Auteur  tres  aimable  en  fon  genrcj  et  editeur 
de  I'ouvrage  periodique,  (The  Bntijh  Critick)  la  vouliit  auili 
avec  beaucoup  d'empreffement.  Malkeureufement  c'eft  impolli- 
ble  ;  et  j'ai  repondu  tres  franchement :  ""Men  cher  Peltier, 
quand  une  fois  la  tete  doftorale  eft  tombee ;  eh!  que  faire  ?" 
^No'v.  1797.) 
X  Mofchi  Epit.  in  Bion.  v.  i,        ||  Gray's  Progrefs  of  Poefy. 
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Nares  (/)  holds   the  prize,  and  (lops  the  Doric 
din, 
Elmsley  {g)  without  and  Rivington  within, 
The  vokimes  are  arrang'd  in  order  meet, 
And  all  their  ears  ere^  thefe  accents  greet : 

I  4  "  Hail 

— Had  the  combatants  been  political  perfonages,  I  would  have 
defcribed  the  whole  game,  and  the- charafters,  and  their  fpeeches 
in  the  poem  ;  but  what  intereft  have  mankind  in  a  few  old  Greek 
boys  in  gowns  and  caffocks  ? — 1  learned  early  from  Cervantes  the 
necefiity  of  limitation  and  propriety  in  fiction  :  though  this  is  a 
mere  record  of  a  matter  of  fadJ. 

(f)  I  always  admired  the  folemn  irony,  with  which  the  Re- 
viewers in  The  Britijh  Critick  treated  this  Gracian game  among  the 
old  boys.  It  appeared  to  me  as  if  I  faw  their  exercifes  looked  over 
at  Eton  by  Dr.  Davies,  who  faid,  "  Norbury,  you  have  done 
"  pretty  nrell  ;" — "  Tew,  you  had  a  few  faults,  but  a  little  more 
" /pirit  th3.n  Norbury;" — "  Wefton,  you  have  tranflated  with 
"  fome  elegance,  but  you  hiiVe  no  authority  for  your  genitinje  abfc- 
«  lute" — "  Majier  Coote,  I  think  you  have  one  falfe  quantity, 
"  but  it  is  a  doubtful  fy  liable,  and  I  Ihall  pafs  it  this  time"  It  is 
fomething  odd,  that  a  Wefiminfter  man  (I  mean  Mr.  Nares,) 
fhould  be  the  Judge  of  theie  old  Eton  boys. 

{g)  Elmiley  \    and    Rivington,  two  London  bookfellers,  one 
famed    for  Ihrewdnefs,  and  the  other  for  orthodoxy.     Very  pro- 
per 


•j-  I  know  not  why  I  fhould  withold  the  Tefiimon'a  DoBori-rn 
to  Mr.  Elrr.fley.  To  begin: — "Mr.  Ehnfey,  whofe  zeal  for 
"  his    Author   can   never     be   fuiliciently  commended,"    &c. — ■ 

See 


,  (,  n^  J 

"Hail  tny  fond  mafters  of  the  Grecian  lyre  > 
^^  Hear  a  Reviewer's  verfe  yourfelves  infpire  : 
f  Thefe  books  are  yours,  (oh,  heed  my  tuneful  \oicc) 
^^Take  'em,  or    (i)   damn'emj    as  befl  fuits   your 
choice  J 

"  For 

p^eraffeffoFs  tothecritick.  Mr.  Elmfley  was  ftationed  at 
the  doer  to  keep  the  peace  among  the  combatants,  who  were  the  ra- 
ther noify  and  troublefome  from  their  numbe,r.  Afterward^ 
Mr.  Elmfley  took  his  feat  with  the  critick.  The  place  of 
the  meeting  was  the  celebrated  Mufical  Room  in  Hanover  Square. 
See  a  fubfequent  note.  . 

{i)  Damn  '#«.=—'*  This  (word)  is  to  be  underftood  in  a  very 
fober  and  decent  fenfe.  See  Bilhop  Warburton's  note  on  one 
of  the  concluding  lines  of  Pope's  Story  of  Sir  Balaam,  Moral 
Ep.  3.  V.  4bi.      Pope's  works  edit.  Warb.  8vo.  vol.  3.  p.  269. 

"  The 


See  Mr.  Bryant's  Letter  to  Mr.  Richardfon  at  the  end.      Hear 
Mr.  Gibbon  :    "  Je  trouve  dans  le  Libraire  Elmjley,  un  Confeiller 
fage,  injiruit,etdijcret.'*     Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Deyverdun.     Let- 
ters, vol.  2.  4to.  p.  596.     Again  :   •*  I  was  proud  and  happy,  if  I 
could  prevail  on  Elmjley,  to  enliven  the  dullnefsof  the  evening." 
lb.  p.  653.     Bookfeliers    of  reputation  have  been  always  men- 
tioned with  refpedl ;  The  Soch  by  Horace,  and  Trypho   by  Quin  - 
tilian  :  Mr.  Tonson  is  recorded  by  a  man  of  talents,f  Mr.  Bec-       \ 
KExby  Sterne,  Mr.  Elmsley  by  Mr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  Gibbon,   |   j 
and  finally  by  his  humble  fervant,  the  author  of  the  Purfuits  of      j 
Xiiterature.  "^ 

I  George  Steevens,  Efq.  editor  of  Shakefpeare,  in  his  Preface 
t®  the  Poet's  works. 
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"'  For  fome  are  new,  fome  fooliQi,  and  fomc  old, 
**  Some  pert  in  calf,  and  fome  inJJieets  are  bold. 

"  Twelve  Britifh  Criticks,  new  or  little  read  j 
^'-  Horlley's  chafle  fermon,  {k)  and  his  copper  head  j 

"  Letters 


^■'  The  de'vil  and  the  king  divide  the  prize ;  nuhich  line  the  bifliop 
with  the  utmoft  gravity  declares  to, be  ♦  a  fatire  only  on/uch  mi- 
nifiers  of  Jiate,  which  hiftory  informs  ui  have  been  found,  luho 
"  aided  the  <le-znl  in  his  temptations,  in  order  to,  &c.  &c."  See  the 
remainder  of  the  note,  ora£k  Mr.  Pitt,  or  the  Bp.  of  Lincoln,  Dr. 
Prettyman.  This  it  is  to  be  a  commentator  on  a  mere  badinage  HI 
There  certainly  are  books  which  may  make  a  Reviewer  or  a  Divine 
fwear  a  little.  I  readily  excufe  Mr.  Nares  (as  I  do  Mr.  Grubb 
in  the  farce)  for  being  a  little  hajiy  in  his  exprefEons.  Longinus 
(who  gives  excellent  direSiions,  in  his  treatife  on  the  fublime,  for 
fxuearing  to  the  beji  ad'vantage)  obferves,  "  J-cmy  »  to  oTCuast  nva, 
OMOSAI  //.tya,  to  d*£  wa,  «.on  vui;,  nai  t<p  uv  Kenptiiv,  y.xk  th/oj  htKo,." 
De  Subl.  S.  1 6.  The  fubftance  of  which  may  be  this ;  "  S-wearr 
ing  confidered  in  itfelf  and  without  reference  to  the  matterand  the 
manner,  is  by  no  means  an  accomplijhment,  or  afource  ofthejublime, 
z.n6i  Jhould  nenjer  be  introduced,  but  in  the  proper  place  and  occafionj, 
and  then  only  upon  the  moft  urgent  motives  and  for  the  ftrongeft 
rcafons."  -^  From  all  which  it  appears,  that  difcipline  and  inftruc- 
tion  in  this  art  are  neceffary  before  a  man  canfnioeur  as  ^  gentleman, 
a  fcholar,  an  orator  or  a  man  of  fafliion.  Therefore,  no  man 
fliould  ever  fwear  at  random  in  converfation.  See  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Longinus's  Sermon,  as  above,  in  toto  ;  to  which  the  Rev.  Mr.. 
"Nares  certainly  paid  due  attention. 
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^°  Letters  from  Alciphron  (/)  to  cool  love's  fiame, 
*^  And  prove  Greek  whores  and  Englifh  jufb  the  fame  5 

"  The 

(ij  See  His  Sermon  before  the  Magdalens,  (in  4to)  on  April 
S.Z,  1795.  I  vvilh  the  Bifhop  had  put  an  appendix  (as  the 
fafiiion  is)  to  explain  a  little  of  it,  though  in  fome  places  it  is 
<very  intelligible. — For  inftance,  in  the  following  paflage,  page 
6.  "  Numberlefs  and  ra'vijhing  are  the  beauties,  which  the 
**  «j(5r/i3/ EYE  beholds,  in  the  I'^r/oaj  works  of  creation  and  of 
*'  art.  Elegant  and  of  endlefs  ^variety  the  entertainments  which 
*'  are  pronjided  for  the  ear  ;  'whether  it  delight  to  lillen  to  the 
"/oier  narratives  of  hillory,  or  the  'wild  fiftions  of  romance ; 
*'  'whether  it  hearken  to  the  grave  lefTons  of  the  moralift,  tO  the 
**  ahjirufe  demonllrations  of  icience,  the  roaW  periods  of  elo- 
««  quence,  x\\&  fprightly  jlourijhes  ofjrhetoiick,  \Hs\t.  fmooth  numbers 
"  and  hold  flights  of  poetry,  or  catch  the  enchanting  founds  of 
*'  harmony;  that  poetry,  which  fmgs  of  (fomething)  ;  that 
"  harmony  whichyij»i  (one  thing)  and  -wafts  (another)  &c.  &c.'*^ 
And  as  if  the  Bifhop  had  not  been  plain  enough,  he  begins  again  ; 
**  Infinite  is  the  multitude  of  pleajurahle  forms  which"  do,  as 
before  obferved.  The  reader  will  allow,  he  never  before  met 
with  fo  much  recondite  truth,  diverfified  with  fuch  beautiful 
and  difcriminating  epithets.  The  Bilhop  might  as  'well  have 
faid ;  What  a  charming  place  London  is!  what  varieties 
*'  and  entertainments  are  provided  for  the  eye  and  ear !  Firft, 
**  there's  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  then,  Weltminfter  Abbey,  then__^ 
"  the  Opera  Houfe  and  the  Play-houfe.  There's  Dodor 
*'  Gillies  who  provides  foher  hiftorj',  and  Mrs.  Smith,  'wild 
"  Romance  ;  there's  Mr.  Pitt  with  his  round  eloquence,  and  Mr. , 
"  Erfliine    abfolutely  fainting   in  fprightly  fourijhes ;    there  are 

"  Scotchmen 


(     ^39     ) 

"The  HymrA  that  Taylor,    [m)  England's  gentile 

prieft, 
"  Sung  fpoufal  at  fair  Pfy die's  marriage  feaft; 

*'  Th^ 

*'  Scotc'TTiOT  te:iching  ^ranje  morality  and  Greek  ;  Dr.  H'tton 
"  witli  ahjlriij'e  demonftration  honw^  things  jnade  the.n/elves  ;  there 
"  is  Mr  Jerningham  with  \\\i,fmooth  numbers,  and  Dodor  Taflcer 
"  with  his  bold  flights,  Madame  Banti  ,.i  the  Opera,  and  the 
"  little  children  at  the  Foundling  :  there  are  &c.  &c.  &c."— • 
All  this  might  do  well  enough  at  a  polite  devotional  iounge  at 
fome  faflnonable  warm  chapel  from  z  popular  preacher;  but  I  am 
really  ajhamed  that  Bishop  Horsley  fliould  condefcend  to 
write  or  pronounce  ex  cathedra  fuch  trivial  fchool-boy  decla- 
mation about  7iothing  at  all,  and  then  publijh  it.  Men  in  high 
ftation  and  of  high  talents  (like  Biiliop  Horfley)  Ihould  be  care- 
ful, 'very  careful,  how  they  leflen  themfelves  by  their  own  words 
and  works  ;  and  if  Bifliop  Horfley  goa  on  in  this  flyle,  and  as  he 
has  done  in  feveral  of  his  later  prcduflions,  whatever  his  poli- 
ticks may  be,  he  certainly  never  will  incur  the  danger  of  The 
Second  Philippic. 

(/)  Tranflated  from  the  Greek  by  tnuo  perfons,  whofe  time 
Ihould  have  been  better  employed,  and  who  now  perhaps  art- 
rather  afliamed  of  their  production. 

(/«)  Thomas  Taylor,  Tranflator  of  Plotinus,  parts  of  Plato, 
the  fable  of  Cupid  and  Pfyche  from  Apuleius,  Hymns,  &c.  tlie 
would-be  rellorer  of  unintelligible  myfticifm  and  fuperflitious 
pagan  nonfenfe.  All  that  lamblichus  revealed  to  iEdefms.-— 
Mr.  Ta3/lor,  in  conjundion  with   Dr.  Darwin,  might   folve   the 

followirig 


(      Ho     I 

^'  The  alphabet  in  Greek  by  R.  P.  Knight ;  [n)     , 
««  Some  rules  for  men  to  think  and  ftudy  right; 
*"  An  Eton  foolscap,  with  the  game  of  goofe 
"'  Printed  by  Pote,  types  large  and  cover  loofe  ^ 
"  Art  education  ferition,  rather  long, 
**  By  Dr.  Parr,  all  in  the  vulgar  tongue ; 
"  Laft    Horfley's  maftcr-piece,  {nn)  and  merry  plans, 
*^  To  accent  right  the  goods  of  courtezans. 

"  Nor 


Following  problem  5  "'  Whether  a  Platonic  idea,  ho'veritig  to  the 
right  on  the  orifice  ^  chaos,  might  drive  a'way  the  fquadrons  of  demo- 
cratical  atoms?  RaBelais  at  the  end  of  book  5.  ^ejlions  Philo- 
fopbiques.  For  my  own  part  I  am  not  difpofed  to  go  any  further, 
as  Lycophron.  GafTand.  v.  14,  expreffes  it,  A^^m  ii;^n^ohii  siim. 

(«)  Ah  analytical  Eflay  on  the  Greek  Alphabet,  by  R.  P.  Knight. 
=— P.  may  ftand  for  Payne  or  Priapus  Knight,  in  alluiion  to  his 
Efiay  on  the  worfliip  of  Priapus. 

(utt)  See  a  treatife  on  the  Profodies  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages,  dedicated  to  Lord  Thurlow  by  (Biihop  Horfley).  I 
allude  to  the  Bifiop's  fUafant  Comment,  p.  47,  fo  univerfally  ad- 
Jftiiredj  on  the  Attick  Law,  Erxtfa  ^vfft»  a  ^omjij  ^inyueaiet  tffr&f. 
My  gallantry  forbids  me  te  ufe  any  accents  at  all  upon  thefe  ladies, 
#fpeeially  fmce  the  Bijhop  has  fhewn  me,  bow  dangerous  it  is  to 


(      HI      ) 

"  Nor  books  alone  attend  the  Conqueror  Bar^^ 
*'  Him  fhall  await  a  more  fublime  reward  : 
*'  Not  the  coarfe  joy  a  Grecian  once  could  feel, 
"  Jpples  (o)  for  fauce,  or  farjley  for  his  veal. 


meddle  'with  them.  In  this  (hort  paflage  there  are  four  perfon^ 
ages  virtually  concerned  ;  Alexander  Aphrodiftenfis,  Ariftotle, 
Venus,  and  Bifnop  f  Horfley  !!1!  I  affure  his  Lcrdihip,  1  have 
as  great  an  affedion,  as  human  infirmity  can  allow,  for  an  Ox- 
ton,  a  Paroxyton,  or  even  a  Pro-par-oxjton  !  Ladies  never  before 
knew  the  political  imfortcivxe  of  an  accent, -r^'^hTXe  lam  upon. 
this  Epi/cofal  and  Cy^riati  fubjeft,  Imay  obferve  that  Procluahas 
a  fingular  remark  in  his  Chreftomathia  preferved  by  Photius 
(Biblioth.  Pag.  98:4,  Ed.  1653.)  Ma^e  x«:Kv?r;(anPOnAPOSYTONp>£ 

fo)  Apples,  &c.-— There  is  nortv  an  aiFe6tation  in  modern  young 
gentlemefi,  as  fpon  as  they  have  left  their  college,  particularly 
in  young  lawyers  and  boy-members  of  parliament,  oi  forgetting 
their  Greek  if  they  ever  knew  any.  I  Ihall  therefore  withou? 
ceremony  remind  them  of  the  ancient  rewards  in  the  Grecian, 
games,  which  confifted  of  fome  apples  confecrated  to  Apollo 
in  the  Pythian,  of  a  chaplet  of  parjleyy  vet  the  JMemsean,  of  an 
oli've  garland  in  the  Olympick  games,  and  of  a  wreath  of  fim-. 
leaves  in  the  Ifthmian  folemnityo 


f  I  (hall  exprefs  my  opinion  of  Rlfhop  Horfley,  as  a  writer ^ 
'in  the  words  of  Erafmus ;  "  Ex /^V^m  deprehendi  hominem  efle 
ardentis  ingenii,  variaS  ledtionis,  et  multa;  memoris,  aliciibi 
tamen  majors  copia  quam  deledu,  ac  diiftions  tumiiltuo/a  raagii 
quam  e$mpoJita.'"     Eralm.  Ep.  1248. 


(     H*     ) 

^*  Or  beverage  drawn  from  fpruce  or  mountain^/«^j, 

"  With  oil  from  Pifas  olive^  when  he  dines ; 

"  No  ode  to  praife  the  binding  of  his  books;  (p) 

"  No  print  from  Sheffield  of  hiftoric  cooks, 

"  Of  beauteous  Gibbon's  fair  proportion'd  fhape,  (j) 

**  An  old  baboon,  or  foetus  of  an  ape  j 

"No 


{p)  I  am  fure  Pindar  f  very  feldom  had  fo  good  a  fubjefl 
for  his  deep  mouth.  Mr.  V/hite,  of  Fleet- Street,  and  Mr.  Ed- 
wards of  Pall-mall,  bookfellers,  would  furnifh  me  with  much  bet- 
ter materials  for  an  ode  than  Pindar's,  in  their  florid  delcriptions, 
(fa  animating  to  purchafers,)  of  gorgeous  binding,  little  Dr. 
Gosset's  milk-'vjhite  <vellum,  and  all  its  infignia. 

(^)  See  in  the  title  page  to  the  pofthumous  Works  of  Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq.  in  2  v.  ^to.  publilhed  by  Lord  Sheffield,  an  en- 
graving of  The  Historian  of  the  Roman  Empire,  which 
his  lordfhip  declares  to  be  "as  complete  a  likenefs  of  Mr^ 
♦«  Gibbon,  as  to  perfon,  face,  and  manner,  as  can  be  cottcei-utd"! I ! 
I  have  no  doubt  of  Lord  S's  friendihip  for  Mr  Gibbon,  but 
why  hang  up  one's  friend  in  effigy  to  the  ridicule  of  the  prefent 
age  a'^'i  ^^  ^^^  pofterity  ?       Figuram   animi  magis  quam  corporis 

"  com- 


f  Not  that  deteftable  writer  calling  himfelf  Peter  Pindar, 
of  whom  fee  the  Firft  Part  of  the  Purfuits  of  L. 

"  There  on  the  rack  of  fatire  let  him  lie, 

"  Fit   garbage  for  the  hell-hound  Infamy."- Heroick 

Poftfcript  to  the  publick,  by  the  Author  of  the  |i.  EpiUle  to  Sir 
W.  Chambers, 


(     H3     ) 

"  No  robe  that  waves  in  many  a  Tufcan  fold ; 
*'  No  lawn  that  wraps  a  bilhop  from  the  cold  , 
*'  Bui  fine  broad  cloth,  in  choiceft  fafli ion  wrought, 
"  By  modern  hands  to  full  perfedion  brought  ^ 

"  'Tb 

"  compleftantur,"  J  faid  Tacitus ;  and  could  Mr.  Gibbon  have 
feen  this  print,  he  certainly  would  have  vvlfted  fuch  ^  fmulacrytm 
'Vultus  as  this,  to  be  imoecillum  et  mortale,  or  in  plain  Englilh,, 
to  fee  the  impreffions  burned  and  the  plate  broken. — T  juft  re- 
mind all  colleftors  of  prints,  that  there  is  not  only  to  be  ha4  the 
head  of  Dodor  Gillies  and  the  other  hiftoric  cooks,  of  Dr. 
Denman  the  man-midwife,  of  Mr.  William  Coxe,  traveller  and 
friend  to  half  the  crowned  heads  in  Eprope,  n>:ith  his  age  at  the 
bottom  of  the  print,  and  of  other  great  perfpnages ;  but  there 
are  ftill  left  fome  choice  proof  impreffions  of  the  ftriking  head 
ami  likene/s  oiVir.  JohnFurley,  principal  cook  at  the  Londori 
Tavern,  (to  be  had  feparate  from  his  great  culinary  work)  be- 
ing all  that  were  left  unfubfcribed  for  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Court  of  Aldermen,  by  the  Eaft  India  and  Bank  Directors  and 
by  Mr.  Pitt  ard  the  elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-houfe.  Bat 
1  cannot  afcertain  the  age  of  Mr.  John  Farley,  which  is  a  matter 
of  the  laft  importance,  and  for  which  I  am  truly  forry.  The 
Homerick  jucundity  from  Martial  fhould  have  been  the  motto  to 
our  modern  Myltillus; 

"  Si  tibi  Myjiillus  cocus,  ^miliane,  vocatur  : 
"  Dicetur  quare non T'arat^ alia  §  mihi ?  Mart.  Ep.  1.  i, 

The^  reader  of  tafte   in  print- collefting  will   thank  me  for  re- 
minding 

X  Tacit.  Vit.  Agric.  Sed.  46. 


(     H4'    ) 

®« 'Tis  His,—"  to  wear  four  Sundays  in  jhe  Park  (^J 
**  The  btji  hlackjmt  ofDo^r  Courtnefs  Clerk!!!'*  (r) 

To 

ffininding  him  of  Mr.  John  Farley's  head,  whofe  works  are  more 
relijhed  than  any  traveller's  or  hiftorian's  that  I  know. 

(^)  Or  in Kenfington  Gardens. 

(r)  I  informed  my  readers  in  a  former  note,  that  the  fcene 
of  action  was  the  celebrated  Mujtcal  Room  in  Hanover  Square. 
1  muft  now  add,  that  the  room  was  decorated  on  the  occafion 
with  appropriate  fcenery,  laid  out  in  helts  and  clumps  of  fune- 
real trees,  to  reprefent  a  church-yard  with  the  belfry,  the  yew 
tree,  not  forgetting  the  oimI,  with  diftant  views  of  groups  of 
labourers,  and  of  cattle  returning  home  by  moonlight,  highly 
pidlurefque.  This  was  the  fcene  of  the  famed  folemnity,  where 
Mr.  Nares,  with  his  affcflbrs,  Meflrs.  Elmfley  and  Rivington, 
bookfellers,  and  the  combatants,  the  Doctors,  Morbury,  Coote, 
&e.  aflembled.  Dr.  Courtnet,  then  Bilhop  of  f  Briftol,  now'of 
Exeter  (Aug  I797.)  and  Reftor  of  St.  George's  Hanover  Square, 
was  very  kind  on  the  occafion,  as  the  decifion  was  made  in  his 
parifh  ;  and  'with  the  consent  of  the  Parijh  Clerk,  made  a  libera! 
and  voluntary  offerof  "  The  Sunday  Suit  J"  furnilhed  at  the 

expence 

f  Dpdlor  Courtney  was  then  on  the  eve  of  a  tranflation  to 
Exeter,  (Jan.  12,  1797.)— I  alfo  wifh  the  Bilhop  health  to  wear 
'Ms  oiMTt  beji  black  fuit,  as  well  as  another  old  Eton  acquaintance, 
JBilhop  Cornwall,  his  fucceflbr. 

X  They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  dignity  and  magnificent 
deportment  of  Dr.  Courtney's  pre/ent  Clerk  of  St.  George's 
Church,  Hanover  Square,  'when  in  his  full  canonical  Sunday  drefs, 
will  beft  know  how  to  eftimate  the  prize  offered  to  thefe  Gre- 
cian combatants  by  Mr.  Nares.  I'oo  happy  if  in  fuch  a  gar- 
ment THE  Victor  might  be  mijiakin yo9i.  this  great  maw. 
'1796.) 


(     145     ) 

N  AR ES  rifing  paus'd  j  then  gave  (the  contcft  done,) 
To  Weflon,  Taylor's  Hymns  and  Alciphron  ; 
To  Tew,  Parr's  fermon,  and  the  game  of  goofe. 
And  Rochefter's  {s)  addrefs  to  lemans  [ss)  loofe  j 
To  Coote,  the  foolfcap,  as  the  beft  rehef 
A  Dean  could  hope  ;  laft  to  the  hoary  Chief 
He  fiird  a  cup  ,  then  plac'd  on  Norb'ry's  baci^ 
T/ie  Sunday  Suii  (/)  of  cuflomary  black.  (//) 

K.  The 

expence  of  the  parifh,  and  which,  J  underftand,  is  worn  By  the 
Clerk  during  divine  fervice  in  the  morning  only,  on  that  day,  and 
is  'very  becoming.  After  the  morning  fervice  the  parilh  clerk 
appears  in  his  ordinary  drefs  as  a  common  man.  Such  was  the 
Ecclejiaflical  fiiit  of  armour  made  by  the  epifcopal  taylor,  and  hung 
up  as  THE  Co N  nij E P. o R 's  prize  ( not plenojure,  but  ufufruSluario,') 
for  the  Mneas  of  the  Sunday.      (1796.) 

(0  Not  Lord  Rochefter,  but  my  good  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  Bifhop  Honley's  Addrefs  or  Sermon  to  the  Magdalens;, 
mentioned  above ;  not  forgetting  his  lordfhip's  Greek  profody  for 
Lord  Thurlow  and  the  ladies, 

(ji)  Lcmau  is  the  old  word  for  a  lover,  or  a  miftrefs. 

(;)  All  my  Eton  friends  well  know  Dr.  Norbury's  celebrated 
black  wardrobe,  and  the  Suits  which  appear,  in  the  order  of  the 
Tythagorick  rotation,  from  the  cheft  or  ark. 

"  Supera  ut  convexa  re^ifant, 
.Rurfus  et  incipiant  in  corpora  'velk  re'verti  /" 

With 


(     14^     ) 

The  gabbling  ceas'd  :  with  fix'd  and  ferious  look 
Gray  glanc'd  from  high,  and  own'dhis  rival  CooK.('i;) 

OCTAVIUS. 


With  what  propriety  did  the  Reverend  Mr.  Nares  make  this 
famous  decree  ! 

(//)  I  muft  tranfcribe  the  concluding  fentence  of  the  Review 
of  thefe  famous  tranflations,  in  the  British  Critick  for  March 
1795.  vol.  p.  245.  I  give  the  Critick  the  fulleft  credit  for  the 
conduft  of  this  folemn  irony,  and  confefs  that  I  conceive  nothing 
fuperior  in  this  fpecies  of  wit,  namely,  that  of  looking  gravely 
in  men's  faces,  and  telling  them  how  foolifh  they  are.  The  Britifh 
Critick  thus  concludes  :  "  We  vvlfli  to  avoid  any  iwvidious  dif- 
"  tinilion,  any  undue  preference.  But  were  we  abfolutely  called 
*^  on  to  decide,  we  fhould  from  the  pureji  and  mofi  unhiajfed 
"  moti'ves  (fee  II.  23.  v.  615)  Jill  the  golden  cup  with  the  moll  ex- 
"'  quifite  o(w?  E|atTo?,  and  not  conlidering  it  as  left  vi'ithout  a| 
"'  claimant  by  the  fall  of  any  Eumelus,  we  Ihould  refpeSlfully  placCr 
^'^  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Etonian  Nestor  ; 
T«  vvv,  y.cti  coi  Tare,  TEPON,   y-Hj/.'^T^iov  eairco. 

{<z>)  I  feledl  this  extraordinary  genius,  poet,  critick,  fcholar, 
and  orator,  William  Cook,  m.  a.  late  Fellow  of  King's  Col- 
lege, and  Greek  Profeflbr  in  the  Univerlity  of  Cambridge., 
*'  i  knew  him  well,  Horatio,"  melioribus  olim  aufpiciis.  I  feleft 
him,  as  well  for  the  lingular  and  original  excellence  of  his  per- 
formance, (though  there  are  fome  overfights  and  even  verbaj 
faults  in  it)  as  for  the  manner  in  which  he  publiihed  it.  There  , 
was  a  fpare  leaf  or  two  at  the  end  of  his  very  fenfible  edition 
Qi  Ariltotle's  Poeticks,  and  there  he  printed  it.  Not  in  the  pom- 
pous 


(     147     ) 


OCTAVIUS. 


Contrail  your  fmile,  ?ind  quit  this  playful  {x)  fearclij 
Theie  are  the  lay  amufements  of  the  churchy 

K  2  Mere 


pous  manner,  and  v/ith  dedications  to  Lord  Chancellors  and  J 
kaow  net  whom,  as  feme  of  t^e/e  Old  Roys  have  done.  I  muft 
ovvn  that  in  many  pafTages,  Nature,  Gray,  and  Cook  do  feenqj. 
to  contend  for  the  maftery  ;  but  above  all  in  that  famous    ilanzai 

^'  The  boaft  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  pow'r, 
«<  And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  wealth  e'er  gave, 
''  Avvait  alike  the  inevitable  hour  : 
♦■:'  The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  ?he  gr^iye." 

iS.upa  Ttip/K?,   ^cvacii;  Atpcoairaq  r.ccKoc  ret,  oundy 

YiDum  hTm  o^wAe,  x.ui  u^ijo  -f  ^vvov  £;  A^oiv,  Cook. 

Bion  or  Mofchus  never  exceeded  thefe  lines :  I  think,  they  never 

eqijalled 


f  Some  perfons  objeft  to  the  0  being  made  fhort  before  the 
|,  It  may  be  To.  I  leave  Mr.  Davies  and  Mr.  Stephen  Wefe 
ton,  the  Hero  of  th  Gsnitive  abfolute,  to  fubftitute  vMm  if  they 
pleafe. 

■  *'  The  rule  is  abfolute^  Lord  Kenyon  cries  j 

*•  Brijkfrom  his  genitive  let  Stephen  rife. 


(     148     ) 
Merc  cobweb  labours  of  their  learned  thought ; 
Though  fometimes  teachers  muft  themfelves  be 

taught 
To  weigh  their  office,  raife  their  pow'rful  breath, 
Nor  leave  the  world  to  darknefs  and  to  death. 
Short  be  their  folly  :  let  example  tell 
Their  hfe,  their  morals  pure,  and  all  is  well. 

But  fliould  proud  churchmen  vie  in  fumptuous 
halls, 
In  wines  and  foups,  Carthufian  Bacchanals, 
Nor  think  th'unwieldy  fuperjflux  to  fhalce. 
Where  curates  flarve  and  helplefs  orphans  quake, 

Wav'ring 


equalled  them.     I  write  this  Note,  1  will  confefs  it,  ivith  all  the 
friendly  fondnefs  'which  an  Etonian  could  exprefs  : 

Hoc  JUVENEM    EGREGIUM   PR^STANTI   MUNERE   DONO.f 

(x)  This  fubjeft  from  v.  i.  to  v.  63.  of  this  part  of  my  poem, 
is  perhaps  in  itfelf  a  very  trifling  one.  The  names  of  fome 
of  the  parties  are  obfcure  and  of  little  note,  and  the  concerns 
of  Revieivers  Ihould  in  general  be  confined  to  their  own  little 

monthly 


X  Virg.  .^n.  5.  V.  361. 


(     M9     ) 

Wav'ring  I  aik,  in  this  dark  fcene  beneath, 
Why  hghtnings  fcathe  yon  dcfolated  heath  ?  (y) 

K  3  And 

monthly  blue  books.  But  this  example  is  of  deepeft  confequence  ; 
that  MENj  who  afpire  to  be  thought  fcholars,  Ihould  be  warned, 
even  to  all  pollerlty,  how  they  condudt  their  learning,  and  ex- 
pend their  time ;  and  be  taught  from  this  ridiculous  inltance 
(which  I  have  feleded)  to  value  themfelves  on  fuch  attainments 
alone,  as  are  truly  valuable,  ots  yiyovcx,  ANHP,  y.ot,Tri^yrty.a.  'tv. 
Tn  N»jOT«. — It  cannot  furely  be  conceived,  that  the  flighteft  a- 
nimadverfion  is  here  intended  to  be  made  on  the  exerciies  in  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages,  whether  tranflations  or  originals,  in 
the  publick  or  private  fchools  or  in  the  Univerfities  of  this  king- 
dom. The  author  of  the  P.  of  L.  is  of  opinion,  that  the  utility 
or  rather  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  them  is  fo  great  and  fo  indif- 
penfable,  that  they  cannot  be  too  much  commended  and  too 
much  encouraged.  Compofitions  in  Greek  or  Latin  handed 
about  in  private  circles  of  friends  are  indeed  ufelefs,  but  free 
from  much  reprehenfion,  though  at  befl  rather  idle  in  men  of  a 
certain  age.  But  when  men,  dignified  by  their  years  and  their 
facred  profeffion,  the  youngeji  having  paffed  his  fiftieth,  and  the 
eldefi  entering  Kisfixty-eighth  year,  appear  as  rival  candidates  for 
publick  fame  from  the  tranjlation  of  fome  excellent  Englifh  verfes 
into  their  oivn  Greek  ;  what  can  we  fay  ? 

"  ^\xxiC  c\xm.  ad  canitiem,  tunc,  tunc,  ignofcere— Nolo." 

Perfius, 


(j)  The  unbounded  luxury  and  extravagance  of  the  French 
and  Italian  Eccleliafticks  fhould  be  a  warning  to  the  priefts  and 
miniflers  of   all   Chriftian    altars,    however  dignified  or  diilin- 
guifhed,  of  whatever  church  or  of  Vv'hatever  perfualion.     Man- 
kind 


I.  no  ). 

And  hark,  the  voice  has  thunder'd  :  and  the  vjoid^ 
Borne  on  tht  blaft,  a  trembling  world  has  heard 
in  confummation  dread  !  the  bonds  of  Rome 
Are  burft,  and  Babylon's  prophetick  doom, 
With  more  than  mortal  ruin  headlong  caft, 
I'rodaims  the  meafure  full :  flie  groans  her  lafi:; 
From  climes  fzj  where  piety  no  more  was  found. 
Where  fuperftition  wither'd  all  around* 

the 


|Ein4  will  knowj  and  value  them  ly  their  fruits.  "  For  Now  zV 
<'  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  trees,  and  e'very  tree  'which 
"'  bringeth  not  forth  fruit  ivill  (mo'fl:  afTuredly)  be  hsnvn  doivn." 
This  is  the  vvarning  voice  which  fhould  be  heard,  and  heard  aloiid 
in  affemblies  frequent  and  fall,  in  all  churches  and  in  all  cathe- 
drals ;  but  chief  in  thofe  twin  fifter^.  of  learning,  the  Univerfities 
of  England,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which  can  be  fupported  on 
thofe  principles  alone,  on  which  they  were  founded,  and  by  luhich 
they  have  ^.omi^ciQd.—^While  your  place  may  yet  be  found,  I  will 
iionour  and  will  hail  you  both^ 

*'  Mothers  of  arts 
And  eloquence,  native  to  famous  wits^ 
Or  hofpitable  in  youR  fweet  recefs. 
City  or  fuburban,  ftudious  walks  and  Ihades  !"f 

But  chief  with  pious  gratitude^  and  with  filial  reverence,  Sahe^ 

MAGNA  Parens  1   (1796.) 


t  Milt,  P.  Reg.  b.  4.  V.  240, 


(      15^     ) 
The  rights  of  nature  barr'd,  by  heav'h  refign'd 
To  vile  affe(5lions,  in  corruption  blind, 
While,  in  the  terrors  of  the  world  beneath. 
Permitted  fiends  of  darknefs  round  them  breathe ; 
Britain  fecurely  fix'd,  invites  from  high 
With  Charity's  fedate,  unalter'd  eye. 
The  /acred,  exii'd,  melancholy  band, 
Faffing  from  death  and  France,  revere  the  land, 
Where  ftreams  of  inexhaufted  bounty  pour. 
And  Christ  ilili  reigns,  and  bigots  are  no  more. 

AUTHOR, 

Bleft  be  the  voice  of  mercy,  and  the  hand 
Stretch'd  o'er  affliftion's  wounds  with  healing  bland^ 
In  holiefl  fympathy  !  our  befb  of  man 
Gave  us  to  tears,  ere  mifery  well  began. 

Still,  flill  I  paufe  :  good  nature's  oft  a  fool, 
Now  Have  to  party,  and  now  fadion's  tool : 

K  4  Attend, 

{z)  Alluding  to  the  grand  emigration  of  French  Priefts  and 
dthers  to  England  at  the  late  revolution  in  France.  See  mort;  in 
future  notes. 


(     ^5^     ) 
Attend,  nor  heedlefs  flight  a  poet's  name  i 
Poet  and  prophet  once  were  deem'd  the  fame^ 
Say,  are  thefe  fertile  fhreams  thus  largely  fpread 
K  filial  tribute  o'er  a  mother  bed  f 
Say,  are  thefe  ftreams  (think,  while  avails  the  thought) 
To  Rome  throughGallick  chanrtels  fubtiy  brought  }{zz) 
Rome  touches,  taftes,  and  takes ;  and  nothing  loth  : 
But  have  we  virtue  ?  yes  of  pagan  growth,  [a] 

Afk, 

(ax)  This  is  one  of  the  mofc  important  points  in  the  prejent 
iatuation  of  England  and  of  Europe,  in  regard  to  national  po- 
licy. I  propofe  thefe  queflions.  \.  Ho<w  far,  are  the  minifters 
of  the  public  treafare  of  any  Proteftant  kingdom  julHfied  in  if- 
fuing  large  fums  of  money,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  maintaln- 
i;;^  emigrant  Catholic  priejis,  as  a  body  ?  2.  ii  they  arejufli- 
fied  in  iffuing  any  fums,  in  nvhat  manner  and  under  n.vhat  control 
fhould  this  publick  money  be  expended  and  diflributed  ?  3.  Whe- 
ther in  England  at  this  time,  there  are  not  peculiar  and  paramount 
confiderations  which  call  for  n>jiJdom  and  prudence,  to  regulate 
and  reftrain  the  firft  natural  and  honourable  impetuofity  of  mercy 
and  humanity,  to  the  end  that  the  constitution  of  Eng- 
land, IN  CHURCH  AND  STATE,  be  prcfcrvcd  inviolate  frorri 
open  attacks,  or  from  infidious  attempts  ?— Thefe  queflions  are 
propofed  for  the  publick  fecurity,  with  fobriety,  ferioufnefs 
and  charity  to  all,  as  of  common  importance.   (1796.) 

(«)  It  is  well  known  that  rigid  Catholicks  hold,  that  the  vir- 
tues of  hereticks,  or  proteftants,  are  to  be  confidered  in  tlie  light 


o 


(     153     ) 

Afl<,  vN'here  Rome's  church  is  founded  ?  on  a  deep,  - 

Which  heresy*s  wild  winds  in  vain  may  fweep. 

Alone  where  finners  may  have  reft  fecure. 

One  only  undefil'd,  one  only  pure. 

Blame  you  her  cumbrous  pomp,  her  iron  rod^ 

Or  trumpery  relicks  of  her  faints  half-ftlod  ? 

Lo  ConfeJJors,  in  every  hamlet  found. 

With  facred  fifters  walk  their  cloifter'd  round  : 

There  read  the  lift :  [b)  and  calm  the  fate  exped:. 

When  crafty,  meddling,  thankleft  priefts  direct. 

Think 

of  pagan  virtues.     I  think  "she  bilhop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon  woiili 
agree  to  this  opinion. 

[L)  See  "  The  Laity's  Di  rector  v/ir  1796,  (printed  for 
j.  P.  Coghlan,  Duke-ftreet,  Grofvenor-fquare)  to  which  ars 
added  "The  Colours  of  the  Church  5"  words  rather  omi- 
nous. It  is  a  pamphlet  at  the  low  price  o{  Jtxpence,  which  I  re- 
commend to  pablick  notice,  and  to  which  I  refer  the  reader.  Ic 
is  a  matter  of  fome  farptife  and  concern,  to  read  the  lift  of  the 
almoft  incredible  number  of  little  books  iind  trafts  at  the  fmalkfi 
prices,  publilhed  and  to  be  publiftied,  calculated  fo7-  the  gensral 
dijjimir.ation  of  PoPERY  in  theje  realms  ; — the  fatal  difplay  of  all 
the  exilling  and  rifing  Rornilh  feminaries,  Romifh  boardir.g 
hoafes,  and  Romifh  fchools  for  youth  ;  the  plenary  indulgen- 
ces (for  one  another;) — and  the  fettlement  of  I'/ujjs  prcfejfed  ia 
mojialleries  erefted  in  this  kirgdcrn,   Clares,  Benedidines,  Se- 

rulcharins. 


(     154     ) 
Think  you,  their  hate  unquench'd  can  ere  expife  r 
The  torch  not  tipt  with  keeping  fulphurous  fire  ? 
Their  dodlrihes  round  a  carelefs  land  are  blown ; 
They  blaft  the  cottage,  and  would  fap  the  throne. 
What  ?  are  my  words  too  warm  ? — I  love  my  King, 
My  Country,  and  my  God  !  the  founds  fhall  ring 

Ceafelefs, 

J)ulcharms,  Auftins,  and  Dominicaneffes.  Then,  in  this  very 
fame  pamphlet,  as  if  by  a  ftrange  fatality  and  in  the  blunder  of 
papal  metaphor,  they  advertife  even  their  drugs.  The  very 
medicine,  it  feems,  is  papal.  Behold  their  "  hzxziivt  fulphurated 
pills  (once  exhibited  in  another  form  in  thefe  realms,)  "  The  Me- 
dicated Snuff,  a  Cephalic  of  many  virtues,  prepared  from  the  origi- 
nal receipt  found  in  the  Jefuit's  Library  ;'"—"  The  Jefuits  nervous 
pill," — «'  The  Jefuits  Balfamic  cordial."  In  fhort,  decernunt 
quodcunque 'volunt  DE  corpore  nostro;  body  and  foul,  fortune 
and  ftate.  I  underftand  them  but  too  well.  They  know  their 
hour,  THEIR  PROTECTORS  OF  NOBLE  RANK,  their  Opportunity, 
their  advantages,  their  re-venue  from  the  fate.  They  advance  by 
approaches,  not  defultory,  but  regular.  The  papal  genius  never 
fleeps,  no,  not  for  a  moment ;  but  diredls,  and  animates,  and 
adls,  uniformly  and  conftantly,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  cities,  in 
towns,  in  villages ;  it  takes  aid  from  ftupidity  and  from  ability, 
from  above  and  from  beneath.  Their  bilhops,  as  yet,  are  but 
titular,  but  depend  upon  it,  \ 

Per  folis  radios,  Tarpeiaqjje  fulmina  jurant, 
^uidquid  habent  teloncm  armamentaria  coeli,  J 

Depend 

y    '■■-     ^— -■^, ,,        J,  MI,.,  I  -        ■  ■■■■■II.  ■_■■,,■.     , >■,,,■■ i.u-  ,*-  .   .!■ 

X  Juv.  Sat.  13.  v.  78. 


(     15S     ) 
Ceafelefs,  till  Pit  (with  all  his  hoft  awake) 
In  our  great  cause  a  nation's  inqueft  take. 

LooH 


Depend  upon  it,  I  fay,  the.y  fwear ;  but  what  the  oath  is,  I  (hall, 
not  take  upon  me  to  defciibe.  It  may  be  well  underftood,  and 
for  aught  I  know,  it  is  already  regiftered. — I  have  compafTioa 
for  the  unfortunate  ;  I  have  charity  for  plundered  exiles ;  i  have 
pity,  and  would  wifh  and  would  give  relief  to  the  wretched  and 
the  fuffering ;  f  have  Veneration  for  the  t!ru!y  pious  of  every 
perfuafion  in  the  Chriflian  faith.  "  There  is  okz  Lord !"  But  1 
have,  and  it  is  an  Englilhman's  duty  to  have,  a  watchful  eye 
upon  the  infinuating  or  domineering  fpirit  of  the  Rom i(h  church. 
I  have  no  opinion  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  attachment  to  u^,  or 
of  tkeir  gratitude  for  oU.r  favours.  1  iniift  upon  ic,  they  regard 
THEMSELVES  as  the  original  and  rightful  inheritors  of  our  land. 
I  call  upon  the  guardians  of  our  church  and  ftate  to  be  watchful, 
and  to  regard  with  attention  the  proceedings  of  all  the 
EMIGRANTS,  If  they  refufe  to  hear,  I  wifii  nioil  fervently, 
that  Great  Britain  may  never,  in  the  anguifh  of  an  inconiiderate 
fpirit,  {ty  of  thefe  numerous  emigrant  pricfts^  and  of  all  the  reA 
lacred  or  profane  ; 

EjeSlos  liitore,  egenos 
Excepi,  et  regni  demens  in  parte  loca'vi !\ 
i  fend  THIS  NOTE  into  the  world,  v/hatever  be  its  fate,  with 
the  famous  papal  infcription,  bat  without  the  fpirit,  of  Sixtus 
the  Fourth  to  the  Florentine  Synod  under  Lorenz.o  the  Mag- 
nificent, "  In  FuTtTRAM  REi  MEMORiAM  !"  and  the  Bifliop  of 
St.  Pol  de  Leon,  and  his  Confiftory,  rcfdent  and  aSling  in  Eng- 
land, may  reply  to  it,  if  they  think  proper.— (Written  in  the 
year  1796.) 

.— ^ — ■ . — ™___ — —^^.-^ — _ii» 

t  Virg.  ^n.  4.  V.  373. 


(   156  ) 

Look  frdm  ihat  vale  what  tribes  the  fortrefs  (c)  fill 
Then  frown  indignant  o'er  the  opprobrious  Hill,  (d) 


OCTAVIUS, 

These  thoughts  are  for  the  state  :  enough 

of  Rome, 
Her  GalHck  altars^  and  approaching  doom. 
But  if  from  themes  fo  grave  (e)  you  never  roam, 

Aik 


{c)  The  great  College  of  Priests,  ano  Head  Quar- 
ters OF  THE  Catholick  Cause  in  the  Cajlle  or  King^s  Hou/e 
at  Wmchejier,  tenanted  by  priefts  emigrant  and  non-emigrant;, 
publickly  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  Jiate.  Read  the  preced- 
ing note,  1  am  not  fpeaking  to  thofe,  who  are  indiiFerent  about 
all  or  any  religion  1  but  to  thofe,  who  from  their  ftation,  poli- 
tical or  facred,  fliould  underlland  the  importance  of  the  caufe* 
the  interefts  of  Chriflianity  and  its  purity,  the  evidence  of 
liiftory,  the  nature  and  the  ejjential  and  unaltered  fpirit  of  the 
Romilli  prieilhood,  and  their  fubtilty  and  peculiar  arts  by  per- 
fuafion,  or  by  terror  over  weak  confciences.  I  am  fpeaking  to 
the  govtrnors  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  minifters  of  the  crown, 
who  Ihould  guard,  and  who  I  truft  will  guard,  againji  the  re- 
I'i^val  cf  the  Roh'ujh  Church  now  working  in  fecret ;  as  well  as 

againft 


Afk  at  St.  Paul's,  is  Prettyman  {ee)  at  home  ? 


The 


ags-inft  the  more  open  and  more  terrible  democracy  of /omc  de- 
scriptions of  the  DifTenters.  What  is  faiJ  to  us  all,  is  faid  at 
this  hour  to  minifters  and  rulers  of  ftates  with  a  more  important 
and  a  more  facred  emphafis,  "  Watch,  /or  ye  knoix:  not  thk 
"   HOUR  ijjJjen  deJli-u£iion  cometh  ."—(1796.) 

(.y)  Finally  :  I  have  to  propofe  one  plain  and  fignificant 
qucilion  to  Mr.  Pitt,  or  to  any  great  miriifter  of  Hate:  it  n 
this :  "  Is  there  a  fingle  inftance  in  the  records  of  any  modern 
hiftory  of  Europe,  where  the  governing  and  direfling  power  of 
the  ftate  ever  authorifed,  patronifed,  and  fupported  with  the 
publick  money,  under  any  circumftances  whatfocver,  a  col- 
lege OF  PRIESTS,  i?i  the  heart  of  a  kingdom,  whofe  tenets  and 
principles  were  not  only  different  from  the  eftablifhed  religion 
of  the  country,  but  were  in  direft  oppofition  ana  avowed  hof- 
tility  to  it  P—^And  particularly,  when  it  was  the  original  and 
fundamental  purpofe  and  conftitution  of  that  eftablifhed  church, 
to  difcountenance  and  extlnguifli  the  fuperftitiocs  doftrinesj 
and  the  political  eccleliaftical  tenets  of  that  College  of  Priejts,  fo 
authorized,  patronifed,  and  fupported  by  the  publick  money, 
AS  A  BODY  ?"  If  this  queftion  muO:  be  anf.vered,  as  I  appre- 
hend it  muft,  in  the  negative,  I  maintain,  (and  if  neceffary  will 
maintain  more  folemnly,  if  poffible,  and  more  at  largo,)  thai, 
THE  College  op  Pp.iests  in  the  King's  House  at  Win- 
chester  SHOU^   BE  IMMEDIATELY    DISPERSED,  f     and  nOt 

faffered  to  ftand  in  that  offenfi\"e,  confpicuous,  and  opprobri- 
ous light  in  the  face  of  the  country.  I  am  really  fpeaking  in 
mercy  to  them,  and  to  us  all,  if  i  am  rightly  uaderitood.     * 

\v0ui4 


f  This  was  effefted  in  December  1796. 


The  Dean  might  fmile,  when  you  with  happiefl  care 

Blend 

would  fupport  and  preferve  them  from  every  want,  privately, 
and  in  de  ached  fituations  ;  but  I  ivould  not  fuffer  the  minijiry  of  a 
CathoUck  B  jJsiop  to  dire£i  the  expenditure  of  that  publick  money  fo 
granted,  fpr  mere  Catholkk  purpofes ;  but  with  the  moft  perfeft 
toleration  of  all  perfuafions  in  religion,  ^he  Governors  of  the 
Hate  llioald  defend  and  excluji-vely  fupport  their  o-tjuh.  This  is 
prudence,  this  is  policy,  this  it  is  to  remember  the  beginning  and 
progrefs  of  all  great  events,  J  (May,   1796.) 

{e)  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  peruflng  many  of  the  various 
iingle  fermons  which  are  publifhed ;  but  I  cannot  refill  the 
opportunity  of  recommending  three,  which  I  think  are  at  this 
time  important,  and  written  with  ability  and  fpirit.  One,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Vincent,  head  mafter  of  Wellminfter  fchool,  (a 
Gentleman  of  very  confiderable  erudition  and  exemplary  con- 
d\x&)  preached  for  the  Wellminfter  Difpenfary  ;  another  by 
Dr.  Watfon,  bifhop  of  Landaff,  for  the  Weflminfter  Difpenfa- 
vy  alfo,  with  an  Appendix,  containing  Refiedions  on   the  pre- 

fent 

J  Though  the  French  priefts  were  removed,  by  order  of  the 
Government,  from  the  King's  Houfe  at  Winchefter,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1796,  yet  I  have  lirohg  and  important  reafons  for 
leaving' this  whole  paflage,  in  poetry  and  profe,  text  and  com- 
ment, unaltered  upon  record  to  pofterity. — N.  B.  1  refer  the  reader 
with  much  earneilnefs,  (for  the  times  demand  all  our  faculties 
and  all  our  circumfpeftion)  and  I  requefl:  his  attention  to  a  Ihort 
trad,  entitled,  "  A  Letter  to  the  Lord  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
*'  Knight  of  the  moft  noble  order  of  the  Garter,  &c.  chiefy  on 
"  the  "^fubjed  of  the  numerous  Emigrant  French  Priefts  of  the 
f'  Church  of  Rome,  refident  and  maintained  in  England  at  the 
"  publick  expence  :  a?2d  on  the  fpirit  and  principle  of  that  church 
"  f acred  and  political.'"  By  a  Layman.  (Firft  printed  in  Oc- 
tober, 1796.) 


(    ^i9   ) 

Blend  Horlley's  acid  with  the  cream  of  Blair ; 
You'd  rife  at  lall. 

AUTHOR. 


fent  (late  of  England  and  France  ;  the  appendix  is  of  peculiar 
merit;  and  a  third,  **  On  Gaming,"  written  with  great  energy, 
qrudition,  piety,  patriotifm,  and  eloquence,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Rennell,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Winchefler. — While  1  am  fpeak- 
ing  on  this  fubjedt,  I  think,  it  may  be  curious  and  pleafing 
and  perhaps  ufeful  to  fome  perfons,  to  fe?  the  lift  of  books 
which  William  Warburton,  Biihop  of  Gloucefter,  recom- 
mended in  fome  pofthumous  MSS.  Diredions  for  the  ftudy 
of  Theology,  which  Bifhop  Hurd  publifhed  in  the  410  edition 
and  in  the  8vo  fupplement  to  his  works.  I  refer  to  the  trafl, 
and  merely  give  the  books  in  the  divifions,  and  order  in  which 
Warburton  placed  them. — Locke  on  the  Human  Underllanding  : 
Quintilian's  Inllitutions. — :Grotms  de  Jure  belli  et  pacis  ;  Wool- 
lafton's  Religion  of  Nature  ;  Cumberland  on  the  Law  of  Nature; 
Cudworth's  Intelleflual  S/flem. — Maimonides  Dudlor  Dabltan- 
tium ;  Spencer  de  Legibus  Hebrseorum  Ritualibus  :  Walton's 
Polyglot  Bible  ;  Critic!  Sacri. — Locke's  Reafonablenefs  of  Chrif- 
tianity ;  Burnet  de  fide  et  ofHciis  Chriftianorum  ;  Grotius's  Com- 
ment on  the  Gofpels;  Locke  on  the  Epiftles ;  Jofeph  Mede.or^ 
the  Apocalypfe  ;  Epifcopii  Inftituta  Chriftianae  Theologis  ;  Lim- 
borch's  Theologia  Chriftiana ;  Grotius  de  Veritate  Religionis 
Chriftians  ;  Stillingfleet's  Origines  Sacrse,  ift.  ed.  Limborch 
de  Veritate  Religionis  Chriftianse  Arnica  CoUatio  cum.  Erudito 
Judseo,  i.  e.  Ifaaco  Orobio  ;  Chilling  worth's  Religion  cf 
Proteftants  a  fafe  way  to  falvation ;  Hooker's  Ecclenaflical 
Polity,  4  firft  books.  Taylor's  Liberty  of  Prophefyin^  ;  Stil- 
lingfleet's Irenicum  ;  Locke's  Letters  on  Toleration  ;  Bayle's 
Comment  on  the  words  "  Compel  them  to  come  in/'— Mofneim's 

Ecciea- 


(     i6o     ) 


AUTHOR. 


How  ftrangely  you  miftake  ; 
The  dream  deceives  not,  when  the  man's  awake. 

Once 


Ecdefiamcal  Hiilory  ;  Collier's  Church  HiHory  ;  Fuller's  Church 
Hiiiory  ;  Sleidan  Commentarii  de  llatu  Religionis  et  Reipublicae 
.Carolo  Quinto  Caefar;  Commentarii;  Burnett's  Hift.  of  the 
Reformation ;  Dr.  Clarke's  Sermons,  Dr.  Barrow's  Sermons  j 
Sermons  du  Pere  Bourdaloue." 

The  Second  Part  of  thefe  dire^ions  could  not  be  found  ;  but 
it  may  furprife  fome  people  to  hear  that  Bifliop  Warburton's 
vigorous  intellecfl  regarded  this  plan,  but  as  an  introduSlion  to  the 
ftudy  of  Theology.  Hesc  limina  Victor  Ai^cides  fubiit  I 
Through  fuch  a  veftibule  did  this  high-priell  pafs  into  th^ 
TEMPLE. — But  if  the  reader  is  difpofed  to  attend  to  the  humbler 
fuggeftions  of  a  very  private  layman  on  this  rubjeil,  I  think 
he  would  find  great  advantage  in  Jiudying  and  conf.dering  the 
following  works  in  Englijh,  (which  are  very  few  in  number) 
mid  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  arranged,  i.  The.  View  of  the 
Internal  Evidence  of  the  Chrillian  Religion,  by  Soame  Jenyns, 
Efq.  2.  The  Evidences  of  Chriftianity  in  three  parts,  by  W!^ 
Paley,  D.  D.  3.  Grotius  on  the  truth  of  the  Chriflian  Religion, 
in  any  tranllation.  4.  The  Evidences  of  Natural  and  Revealed 
Religion,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.  5.  Mr.  Locke's  Reafonable- 
nefs  of  Chriftianity,  particularly  the  latter  part  of  the  trzSi.  6. 
Eifhop  Kurd's  Introdudion  to  the  Study  of  the  Prophecies.  7. 
Lord  Lyttleton's  Diflertation  on   the   Converfion  of  St.  Paul, 

and 


(     i6i     ) 

Once  in  the  morn  of  life,  a  wizard  faid  ; 
*'  He  ne'er  flull  rife  by  benefice,  or  trade  ^ 

L  *'  Fut 


and  8.  Dr,  Butler's  Analogy  of  Religion,  Natural  and  Reveakdj 
to  the  conftitution  and  coarfe  of  nature." — From  ibefe  fniv  ^o~ 
lu»iss,  if  they  are  ftudied  with  care  and  an  upright  intention, 
I  think  it  may  be  faid,  that  "  They  fliall  fee,  to  whom  he  was 
"  not  (before)  fpoken  of;  and  they  that  have  not  (before)  heard;, 
"  (hall  underftand."  Thefe  volumes  are  the  works  of  laymen 
as  well  as  of  divines;  and  if  I  am  not  miflaken,  I  think  I  perceive 
the  following  connexion  in  the  fhort  plan  which  I  have  offered. 
Mr.  JENVNs's  View  prepares  the  mind  to  think  worthily  of  the 
Religion  which  is  proppfed,  and  dcmonflrates  that  there  is  the 
higheft  reafon  to  think  ^nd  conclude,  that  its  origin  is  from 
above,  and  not  fr6m  fti&n.  Dr.  Pa  ley's  View  of  the  fubjeft 
difplays,  cohfirms,  and  eflablifhes  the  direii  hiflorical  evidence 
and  proof,  with  all  the  plainnefs  and  candour  of  which  it  is  ca- 
pa"ble,  and  independent  of  the  particular  tenets  o^  any  chiirch  or 
fed.  GaoTius  and  Dr.  Clarke  prcfcht  to  us  the  faith, 
doftrine,  and  evidences  in  the  form  of  propfilitions,  v/ith  ample 
and  learned  illuftrations,  with  force  of  reafoning,  and  with  lo- 
gical precifion.  Mr.  Locke  has  been  peculiarly  happy  in  repre- 
fentittg  the  confonance  of.  the  Chriltian  doLlrine  to  reafon 
properly  Gnderllood,  and  its  necellity  from  the  dsfeiTts  of  ali 
phiiorophy  however  diftinguifhed.  Bijhop  Hurd,  with  the 
hand  of  a  mafter,  has  opened  the  general  View  of  the  fub- 
ject  of  prophecy,  and  freed  it  from  the  intricacies  of  {^q. 
culation,  and  Ihewn  its  time,  nature,  end,  an'd  inteiU.  Lord 
Lyttleton  has  difcuffed  the  moft  ilkftrious  inilance  of 
the  converfion  to  this  religion,  in  the  perfon  of  St.  Paul,  a 
man  of  the  higheft  natural  talents,  and  profoundeft  reafoninc; 
ana  erudition  :  and  he  has  accompanied  the  whole  with  re- 
mar  i:.; 


(       l62       ) 

*^  But  fnd,  remote  from  confequence  or  Fame, 
^^  A  local  fomethiiig,  and  a  (liadowy  name  ; 
*'  Shall  brave  negleft ;  in  England's  caufe  contends 
'^^  Hopelefs  himfelf  of  virtue,  but  her  friend  i 
"  Through  crowds  fhall  mark  his  folitary  way, 
"  Ardent,  though  fecretj  and  though  ferious,  gay  j 

"  Erea, 

marks  of  weight  and  digliity  on  the  general  fabje£l  of  Reve- 
lation. And  laj},  to  a  mind  difpofed  to  view  with  calmnefs,  hu- 
mility and  reverence,  ihe  ivhole  fyftcm  of  Providence:,  as  far  as  it 
is  permitted  to  man  to  view  "  the  work  which  God  work- 

ETH    from    the    beginning    TO   THE  END,"  Dr.  BuTLER  haS 

tmfolded  the  Analogy  or  relation  of  the  Courfe  of  Nature  to  Re- 
ligion, by  which  all  things  are  found  to  proceed  in  harmony 
tfrom  HIM,  who  hath  made  nothing  imperfefc.  I  think  this 
great  performance  of  Butler  has  peculiar  force  when  it  is  con- 
sidered in  the  conclufion  of  our  religious  refearches,  and  not  as 
part  of  the  original  proof,  or  as  Lord  Bacon  expreffes  himfelf^ 
''^  tanquam  portum  et  fabbathum  humanarum  contemplationuni 
omnium."  (De  Augm.  Scient.  Lib.  3.) — I  fpeak  merely  my 
own  fentiments  to  thofe  n/jho  hwue  not  much  time  or  ieifure  for 
deep  ftudy,  and  I  fpeak  in  fobmiffion  to  fcholars  better  informed 
than  myfelf, — Reader,  whoever  thou  art,  if  thou  fhouldft  ap- 
prove thefe  introductory  ideas  to  this  great  fubjedl,  inexhauiled  as 
it  is  and  inexhauftible,  prepare  thyfelf,  thy  underftandingj  and 
thy  afFeftions.     "  7e  quoque  dignum  finge  Deo  !" 

{ee)  The  Rt.  Rev.  George  Prettyman,  D.  D.  Bifhop  of  Lin- 
coln and  Dean  of  St.  Paul's;  Tutor  and  Secretary  to  the  Rt. 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  before  he  was  raifed  to  the  Prelacy.  A  man 
of  learning  snd  of  abiiityo 


(     i63     ) 

*  Ered,  without  a  penfion,  to  his  end 

"  Unknown,  unheard,  unhonour'd,  Ihall  defcend  j 

"  Bow  to  no  minifter  for  golden  views, 

*'  His  portion,  memory,  and  beft  gift,  the  mufe," 

OC  T  AVIUS. 

This  of  yourfelf  ? 

AUTHOR, 

'Tis  fo. 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

You're  turn'd  plain  fool : 
A  vairi  pert  prater,  bred  in  (f)  Erikine's  fchool  j 
Talk  of  yourfelf? 

L  2  AUTHOR. 


(f)  The  Hon.  Thomas  Er&ine,  the  celebrated  Barrifter.  For 
a  further  account  of  his  talents,  abilities,  legal  knowledge^  &c. 
fee  and  alk — Mr.  Erjkine  himself.     (See  alfo  P.  of  L.  Dial.  4. ) 


(     1^4     ) 

AUTHOR. 

Why  yes  i  I  would  be  heard : 
Mete  talkers  now,  not  writers,  are  preferr'd. 
Look  at  that  paper  :   (g)  if  you  print  the  fpeechesj 
Pitt  feems  George  Rofe,  or  Hke  Sir  Richard,  preachesj 
Nor  tone,  nor  majefly,  nor  patriot  fires ; 
Methinks  the  wit  of  Sheridan  expires ; 
Loft  in  Dundas  the  Caledonian  twang. 
Though  Pitt,  and  port,  and  pfdperty  he  fang  i 
print  negro  fpeeches,  and  in  reafon's  Ipite, 
Lo,  Wilberforce  is  black,  and  Francis  white  ; 
Who  wonders  at  buffoons,  or  Courtenay's  joke  ? 
And  we  fcarce  ilumber,  though  Sir  William  (V^^  fpoke ; 
'Tis  Grey  and  grumbling;  Curwen  (h)  all  and  clatter  j 
And  Dent /'ij  and  Dogs ;  and  Pewter /"^^pot  and  .platter. 

Shall 

(g)  Any  newfpaper  or  report  of  tbe  Debates  in  Parliament. 

(gg)  Sir  William  Young,  Bart. 

(h)  All  the  changes  rung  upon  feudality,  and  tyranny,  and 
t  know  not  what,  when  the  Game  Laws  were  difcufled  at  the 
clofe  of  the  iaft  parliament,  April  1796,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Carw«n. 


(     i6s    ) 

Shall  I  not  talk  ? — Few  politicks  will  read. 
Though  Lauderdale  fhould  iketch  his  Scottifli  creed  -,  [1] 
3-  3  Thpugh 

(i)  Alluding  to  tlie  long  debates  on  the  Dog  and  Bitch  bill, 
brought  into  parliament  in  1796,  by  Mr.  Dent.  The  bill  is  & 
little  allegorical,  fometimes  unintelligible,  and  often  ludicrous. 
For  inllance  ;  I  fhall  not  look  to  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Wilberforce 
fcr  an  explanation  of  the  following  claufe  in  it :  namely,  "  Pro- 
vided always,  that  no  person  ivho  JJ:>aU  keep  any  BitcH> 
&c.   fhall  be  charged   with  the  payment  of  the  faid  fum,    until 

SUCH  BITCH,  &CC.  Jhall  he  of  the  age  of — •"§  Sedl.  2.  Certainly 

the  bill  is  allegorical,  and  the  Keepers  of  Bitches,  &c.  com- 
plain, that  they  had  taxes  enough  to  pay  for  them  before.  Mr. 
Fox  objefted  to  it  in  the  H.  of  C. ;  fo  did  Lord  William  Gordon, 
and  many  other  refpeiftable  sindi playful  members;  but  in  the  H.* 
of  L.  the  Duke  of  Queenfbury  faid,  "  It  did  not  much  fignify." 
If  Mr.  Pitt  means  that  taxes  fhould  be  an  objeft  of  njuit,  I  fhall 
foon  exped  to  hear  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  the  Hoiife,  call  the  Diftri^ 
of  Downing- Hreet  "  The  Borgo  Allegro."     (1796.) 

(k)  This  is  another  curious  fubjetl  brought  Into  the  Houfe  ii^ 
April  1796,  and  fhews  that  Mr.  Fox  has  eloquence  of  all  ma- 
terials and  of  all  metals.  Gold,  for  his  penfion ;  brass,  for  his 
opinions;  znd^  'ptb.'WTE.K,  for  his  conjiituents, 

(/)  See  hi?  Letters  to  the  Scotch  peers.  All  his  afiefting  elof 
quence  was  thrpwn  away  upon  them,  even  mhsn  they  underjiood 
^any  of  the  paffages,  which  jhey  did  npw  and  then.  (1796) 


§  See  the  A61  for  granting  to  His  Mij^dy  certain  duties  ps 
Bitches,  Whelps,  &c.  uiQ.  pafled  May  19,  }7^^' 


(     i66     ) 

Though  Abram  Jones  (II)  and  Jafper  Wilfon  preach, 
With  names  uncouth,  but  not  unpohfli'd  fpeech. 
Few  mark  tie  Journals  ot  the  dubious  Moore,  (m) 
We  fcent  the,  tainted  gale  from  Galha's  fhore  ; 
Through  England  as  his  Various  Views  advance-, 
We  fmile,  but  trace  the  Manneriji  of  France. 

Godwin's 


(//)  Two  aflumed  names  of  political  writers,  inftead  of  Cato, 
Brutus,  &c.  but  it  is  a  foolifli  cuftom  and  ftiould  ceafe.  Of  Abram 
Jones  I  have  no  conjedlure ;  but  I  think  I  more  than  fufpeft  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Rofcoe  of  Liverpool  in  Jalper  Wilfon. 

(7n)  John  Moore,  M.  D.  the  celebrated  author  of  Travels  into 
France,  and  Italy,  of  Zeleuco,  of  Edward,  ofn/arious  njieivs  of 
life  and  manners  in  England,  &c.  &c.  &c.  I  fpeak  of  him  only 
as  a  public  author.  He  is  a  feniible  and  entertaining  companion. 
His  ftyle  is  eafy,  always  agreeable  and  pleafing,  and  his  wit  is 
playful.  His  pleafantry  on  phyficians  is  little  inferior  to  Mo- 
liere.  Vineta  ceedh  fua.\  But  I  diflike  the  tendency  of  various 
parts  of  his  writings  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  French  affairs,  I 
mean  of  the  principles  of  the  firft  Revolution,  which  led  to  the 
cruelties,  mifery  and  diftrefs,  which  have  been  fince  felt  by 
France  and  by  all  Europe.  It  is  impoffible  that  Mr.  Moore  or 
any  other  man  of  fenfe,  can  be  an  advocate  for  their  prefent 
fyftem.  I  diflike  the  perpetual  ridicule  which  Mr.  Moore 
throws  upon  hereditary  honour,  at  a  time  like  the  prefent.  (1796) . 


f  Hor,  Ep.  ad  Aug.  v.  220. 


(     i67     ) 
Godwin's  dry  page  (p)  no  ftatefman  e'er  believ'd^ 
Though  fidion  aids,  what  fophiftry  conceiv'd ; 

L  4  Genius 

(p)   I   have    given    fome   attention    to   Mr.  Godwin's   work, 
"  ON  Political  Justice, f"  as  conceiving  it  to  be  the  code 
of  i7Jiproved  modern  ethicks,  morality,  and  legiflation.     I  confefs 
I  looked  not  for  the  republick  of  Plato,  or  even   for  the  Oceana 
of    H:irrington,     but    for   fomething    different     from    both.      I 
looked   indeed  for  a  fuperftru£lure    raifed  on  the  revolutionary 
o-round  of  equality,    watered  with   blood   from  the   guillotine  ; 
and  fuch  I  found  it.     I  cannot  diicufs   a  work  in  two  large*  vo- 
lumes in   a  note,   (though  fome  would  difpatch   it  with  a  fmgle 
word)   but  in  general  1  can  fpeak  as  much  of  it,  as  it  deferves^ 
in  a   fliort  compafs ;    I  mean,  as  it  appears    to  me. — The  firfl; 
trait  of  the  work  is,  a  certain  cold-blooded  indifference  to  all  the 
mild,  pious,  and  honourable  feelings  of  our  common  nature,  like 
all   the   Philofophers   of  the  new   fedl,  which  1  would    defcribe, 
if  Mr.  Burke  had  not  done  it  already.     The  next  thing  obferv- 
able,  is,  a  moH  afFedtionate  concern  and  regard  for  the  v/elfare 
of  mankind,  who  are  to  exift  fome  centuries  hence,  when  the  end- 
lefs  perfeSibiltty  of  the  hu?nan /pedes  (for  fuch  is  their  jargon)  ihall 
receive   its  completion  upon    earth ;    when    the   difciples   of  Dt,> 
Darwin  have  learned  to  manage^  the  vjinds,  and  direft  their  currents 
as   pleafure,    and   the  difcendants  of  Abbe   Sieyes   have  calmed 
the  waves  of  a  flormy  people  with  the  efTencial  oil  of  deuiocracy. 
Another  trait  is,  that  all  political  juftice  is  elTentially  founded 
upon   injuflice  5  if  plunder,  robbery,  and   fpoliatipn    of  all  pro- 
perty in  the  outfet  may  be  termed  injuftlce  ;  %  though   to  be  fure 

the 

f   Firft  publifhed  in  2  vols,  ij-to.  and  fince  in  2  vols.  8vo. 

X  i.  e.  If  Mr.  G's  principles  are  to  be  adopted  in  any  country^ 
where  property  is  no'vj  fecured  by  the  laivs. 


(     ^68     ) 
Genius  may  droop  o'er  Falkland's  fpneral  cry  j 


No 


the  latter  end  of  his  commonwealth  rather  forgets  the  beginning., 
5ut  I  muft  fay,  he  is  not  without  forae  kind  apprehenfion,  that 
the  population  of  ftates  may  be  too  great  under  the  bleffings  of 
equal  diffujion  of  property  under  the  propofed  government,  for 
which  he  provides  a  remedy  ;  though,  for  my  own  part,  I  think 
fuch  a  government,  like  Saturn  of  old,  will  be  reduced  to  the 
neeeffity  of  eating  up  its  children.  Again  :  another  difcovery 
feems  to  be,  that  as  hitherto  we  have  had  recourfe  to  the  agency 
and  interference  of  the  Deity  and  his  unalterable  laws,  to  ac- 
count even  for  the  fall  of  a  ftone  to  the  ground,  the  germina- 
tion of  a  blade  of  grafs,  or  the  propagation  of  the  meaneft  infeft  ; 
we  are  no'w  to  difcard  the  fuperintendence  of  God  in  human 
and  terreftrial  afiairs,  and  to  believe  in  no  pro-vidence  but  our  onun, 
and  to  re-make  ourfelves  and  our  faculties.  He  feems  to  realize 
a  modern  fiftipn  I  once  read,  which  fuppofes  an  aifembly  of 
certain  philofophers  before  the  Deity,  when  fome  of  them  are 
faid  to  whifper  in  his  ear,  "  Between  friends,  we  do  not  be- 
*'  lieve  that  you  exift  at  all."  Further  :  as  to  fuppofe  a  divine 
fanftion  without  a  divinity  wpuld  be  abfurd,  therefore,  every 
inllitution  fuch  as  marriage,  which  in  all  civilized  nations  has 
been  hallowed  for  the  great  end  for  which  it  was  ordained,  is 
to  be  vilified,  ridiculed,  argued  away,  and  abolifhed.  The 
tender  fex,  deprived  of  the  fupport,  comfort,  and  protedlion  of 
their  natural  guardian,  is  to  be  delivered  over  to  fancied  free- 
dom and  wild  independence,  but  in  reality  to  mifery  and  def- 
titution  beyond  all  calculation.  Then  by  'way  of  corollary ,  a  few 
vulgar  virtues  and  once  honourable  affections,  as  piety  to  pa- 
rents and  love  to  children,  as  fuch,  are  to  be  erafed  from  the 

breafto 


(     i69     ) 

No  patriot  weeps  \\\i^n  gifted  villains  die- 


Who 


breaft.  Gratitude  for  kindnefs  and  tears  for  the  unfortunate 
are  but  weaknefs ;  there  is  nothing  Toothing  in  coinpaffion, 
and  friendship  has  no  confolation.  It  would  feem,  that  a  well 
of  water,  an  apple-tree,  or  any  thing  prpdufri've,  is  more  valuable 
than  man  to  man,  abJlra£iedfrom  th?  mere  u/e  v/hich  one  man  can 
derive  from  another,  "  Thefe  are  thy  gods,  O  Ifrael,  and  this 
is  the  worfhip  to  which  you  are  caljed  !" — Neverthelefs  I  ftiall 
Hill  venture  to  mention  with  reverence  and  humility  the  great 
MORAL  CODE,  intended  for  all  mankind,  once  delivered  and 
ratified  by  Him,  ivho  knevj  vjhat  nuas  in  man.  In  that  code  all  is 
pradlicLible,  all  virtue  is  founded  in  mercy,  kindnefs,  benevo- 
lence, and  comfort,  alike  to  him  that  gives  and  him  that  takes.. 
There  man  plants,  and  God,  not  man,  gives  the  increafe  j  there 
we  find  no  wild  fuppofition  of  an  intereft  which  cannpt  be  de- 
fcribed,  as  it  does  not  exiftj  no  aftions  without  a  motive  direct 
and  refleded.  I  fpeak  here  of  perhaps  the  lead  part  of  the  Gof- 
pel  Code,  even  of  that  Revelation  which  has  given  unto  men 
in  a  manner  at  once  clear  and  perfpicuous,  pyre  and  unmixed, 
uniforn,  and  confiftent,  perfuafive  and  convincing,  powerful 
and  auiiiorijlati've,  in  the  name  and  in  the  majefty  of  Him  nxiho,  js 
from  ev.rlp.f^iig  to  everlafting.  The  Almighty  [i— But  if  we 
regard  mere  human  inftitutions ;  if  a  man  wilhes  to  fee  a  prac- 
ticable (y^j^ivci  of  policy  and  government,  founded  and  confirmed 
in  the  experience  of  ages,  let  him,  if  he  has  been  awhile  led 
aftray  by  the  meteors  of  Godwin,  walk  for  a  feafon  in  the  Iteady 
light  which  Blackftone  has  difiufed.  Let  him  ftudy  the  Com- 
mentaries on  the  Englifh  Laws,  as  they  exift  and  uphold  all  that 
is  valuable,  or  perhaps  attainable,  in  a  rational  and  civilized  na- 
tion I  and  then  let  him  confider  the  Theories  of  Godwin  on  po- 

llticaJ 


(     17°    ) 
Who  now  reads  Parr  ?  whofe  title  who  (hall  give  ^ 

Doftor 


litical  juftice,  and  contemplate  tlie  governmeut  which  would  be 
■raifed  on  his  principles.  To  me  there  feerns  to  be  no  more 
comp'arifon  than  between  light  and  darknefs.  "What  the  great 
Burnetf  affirms  of  the  Deift  and  the  Atheiil,  confidered  merely 
as  two  fedts  in  philofophy,  is,  1  am  convinced,  not  wholly  inap- 
plicable to  the  two  political  feds  in  qaeftion.  "  The  hypo- 
"  thefis  of  the  Deift  reaches  from  top  to  bottom,  both  through 
*'  the  intelleftual  and  material  world,  with  a  clear  and  diftincjt 
"  light  every  where  ;  is  genuir.C;,  comprehenlive,  fatisfadlory  ^ 
"  has  nothing  forced,  nothing  confufed,  nothing  precarious  : 
*'  Whereas  the  hypothefi^  of  the  Atheifi  is  {trained  and  broken  ; 
*'  dark  and  unealy  to  the  mind,  commonly  precarious,  often  incon- 
i"  gruous  and  irrational,  and  fometimes  plainly  ridiculous  " — -I  can 
allow  Mr.  GodA^in  and  other  fpeculaiive  writers  on  government 
to  be  ingenious.  They  muft,  in  the  coune  of  their  in veltigation, 
now  and  thfen  threw  out  a  neiu  idea,  bur  in  general  the  greateft  part 
of  their  works  confiftsof  very  old  ideas,  which  have  been  difcuffed 
again  and  atain.  They  aftonilh  by  paradoxes,  and  allure  the 
imagination  by  profpedis  without  a  limit  ;  and  when  they  have 
alternately  heated  and  lonfounded  x.\\t  minds  of  men,  they  call  them 
to  the  great  <work,  namely,  the  fubverfion  of  what  they  call,  per- 
judices,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  government.,  'which  is.     "  In 

KOSTROS    FABRICATA   EST    MACHINA   MUROS."    I  Can  laUgh  at 

their 


f  Burnet's  Theory  of  the  earth,  b.  2.  ch.  ic — See  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  chapters  of  that  great  man's  work  ;  "  On  the  Au- 
thor of  Nature,  and  on  Natural  Providence ;" — a  mailer  treatife 
of  reafon  and  eloquence.  I  wifti  tbefe  two  chapters  were  pub- 
lilhed  in  a  feparate  paniplet. 


<     171     ) 
Dodor  Sententious  hight,  or  Pofttive  ?  (s) 


From 


Uieir  metaphyficks,  and  even    be  amufed  with  their  pantomime 
fancies,  as  fuch.     But  when  I  know   that  their  theories   are  de- 
figned   to  be  brought  into  adion,  and  when    they  tell  us,  that 
they  hate  violence,  bloodAcd,  revolution,  and  niifery,  and  that 
truth  and  happinefs  are  their  objeds ;  I  open  my  eyes  to  fee,  and 
my  ears  to  hear ;  and  having  honeflly  exerted  both    faculties,  1 
declare  from  private  conviftion  and  from  publick  experience, 'that 
I  oppofe  the  admiffion  of  thefe  doftrines,  whether  recommended 
by  Thomas   Paine  or  William  Godwin.— Yet  a  moment  ;  take 
Mr.  Godwin  as  a    natural  philofopiier,  and  from  his  doftrines  let 
the  reader  confider  the  Jlate   of  his  underftanding.     Let  him  alfo 
confider,  ho^^  fuch  a  man  is  qualified  not  merely  to  reform,  but 
firll;  to  overthrow  and  then   to  rebuild,  the  whole  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment, morality,  and  religion  in  fuch  a   kingdom  as  Great 
Britain.     What  opinion  can  we  entertain  of  a   man  who  ferioully 
Jthinks  that,  at  fome  future   period,  the  neceFity   oi  fiecp   in   an 
animal  body  may  be  fuperfeded  :— that  mm  die  merely  by  their  o^vn 
fault  and  ?n!j management,    but    that    the  immortality  of  the  or- 
ganized human  body,  as  it  is  now  formed,  might  be  attained  by 
proper  attention  and  care  :— or  who  thinks  "  that,  hereafter  it  is 
"  by  no  means  clear,  that  the  moft  extenlive  operations  ir^ay  not 
"  be  within  the  reach  of  one  m^n,  or  to  make  ui'e  of  a  familiar 
*'  inftance,  that  a  plough  may  not  he  turned  into  afield,  and  perform 
'•    its  ofiice,  'without  the  need  ofjuperzntendence  !  !  .^"  a.^d  then  adds, 
"  It  was  in  this  fenfe  that   the  celebrated   Franklin   conjectured, 
"  that  "  Mind    would  one  day  become  omnipotent    over    mat- 
<■*  ter  1 ! !  j" — Surely,  we  may  fay  with  the  poet  of  Epicurus : 

Natural 
Perturbatur  ibi  totumyT^-  corpus,  et  omnes 
Commutantur  ibi  fositvk^  pr.i  NCiPiORUMf . 

■*  X  Godwin,  v.  2.  p.  494.  Ed.  8vo.       f  Lucret.  L.  4.  v.  670. 


(     172     ) 
From  Greek,  or  French,  or  any  Roman  ground, 

,  Ir, 


I  have  quoted  from  the  laft  edition  of  Mr,  Godwin's  world 
as  he  has  corredled  or  omitted  many  pafiages  which  were  in  the 
4to  edition.  If  he  will  but  go  on  with  m  re  loft  thoughts,  I 
think  he  will  fhortly  reduce  it  to  a  very  little  pamphlet.  I  could 
make  fuch  a  collection  of  Beauties  (or  what  Rabelais  might  call, 
*'  Antidoted  Conundrums"')  from  this  work,  as  would  ^^wltX^  even 
a  modern  philofopher,  whofe  "  mind  is  omnipotent  over  mat- 
ter," in  Mr.  Godwin's  and  Dr.  Franklin's  lenfe.  I  think  thefe 
Beauties  would  form  an  afiemblage  of  the  moft  curious  and  in- 
congruous ideas  ever  exhibited  ;  fully  fufficiert,  (as  Mr.  Godwin 
expreffes  it)  to  "  roufe  (any  man)  from  the lethargick  oblivious 
*'  Pool,  out  of  <vjhich  every  finite  intelleSl  originally  rofe  !"  (vol, 
2.  p.  88.  8vo.  ed.)  Good  heaven  !  what  can  Mr.  Godwin  mean 
by  fuch  ideas,  and  fuch  words  !  unlefs  he  ferioujly  believes  that 
human  fouls  are  dipped  in  the  river  of  oblivion,  or  drink  of  that 
Hream  as  defcribed  by  Virgil.  Yet  even  this  will  not  help  or  ex- 
plain Mr.  Godwin's  words,  for  he  fays,  that  they  "  ohiginally 
rofe  fro7n  the  ohli'vious  pod"  Into  what  v\^hirlpools  of  defelating 
nonfenfe  are  ouf  to  be  hurried,  as  the  fport,  the  fcorn,  the  ludi- 
bria,  the  puppets  of  thefe  nevj  Creators  of  the  moral  'world  ?  Alas 
for  man  !  wherever  they  lead  us  ai  d  themfelves,  methinks  it  is 
deeper  and  deeper,  confuficn  iL-orfe  confounded  i  The  further  I 
proceed,  the  more  I  learn  to  diitrull  fwelling  men  and  fwelling 
words  and  fwelling  ideas,  but  above  all  in  political  fubjeds,  from 
which  moft  is  to  be  dreaded.  Political  writers  of  this  clafs  are 
not  to  be  conlidered  as  the  fpeculators  of  former  times  The 
lucubrations  of  Montefquieu  and  Locke  were  given  as  the  refult 
of  long  experience  and  continued  meditation ;  and  were  not  defign» 
fid  to  produce  fubverfion,  but  fcuj  and  gradual  yeformadons,  as 

tfi§ 


(     173     ) 
in  mazy  p^ogrefs  and  eternal  round 


Quotation^ 


the  various  ftates  of  Europe  would  admit.  The  writers  of  thefc 
days,  on  the  contrary,  throw  out  their  ideas  at  a  heat,  and  intend 
they  fhould  be  brought  into  immediate  adion.  They  are  not 
friends  "  to  ths  nuorld,  or  the  luorld's  la^w."  For  I  would  incul- 
cate it  again  and  again,  that  whatever  mav  be  held  forth  to  us, 
or  difgiiiled  by  thefe  philofophers,  neither  their  plans>  nor  their 
reforms,  nor  their  fvftems,  can  ever  be  ereded  or  eftablirhed  in 
THE  KINGDOM  OF  Great  Britain,  but  upon  the  overthrow 
of  the  Ch.iftian  Religion,  upon  the  annihilation  or  the  difturbance 
of  all  orders  and  ranks  in  fociety,  as  they  now  exift.  And  this 
cannot  be  effefted,  but  through  the  neceflary  and  unavoidable 
medium  of  plunder,  confifcation,  revolutionary  diurnal  murders, 
and  in  the  iafurreftion  of  ihe  enterprifing  talents  of  gifted,  bold, 
and  bad  men  upon  all  property,  publick  and  priuate,  upon 
which  all  modern  Revolutionifts  refl  as  their  corner  flone,  and 
iheir  final  hope  J. 


J  To  fuch  of  my  readers  as  are  converfaftt  in  thofe  authori 
of  antiquity,  whofe  preciiion,  of  thought  and  of  langi'jage,  has 
conferred  dignity  and  liability  on  thofe  principles  by  which  all 
that  is  facred,  or  venerable,  or  ufeful,  or  neceflary  to  well-being 
is  maintained,  I  would  oiFer  the  words  of  an  ancient  Chriilian 
Philofopher  in  the  early  ages.  The  uncertainty,  and  weaknefs, 
and  futility  of  modem  and  re'uived  doctrines  were  never  better  ex- 
pofed    or   exprelled.        *'  H(5>)    yap    jCaoi    o-xoto;    aywia^    ktioLyra,,     y.u'i 

ayi/oia.  Tccvto,  romi'i'  ^h^yiXQo'j,  ^Ao/^ei-oj  hi^ai  rij*  e\i  TOij  ^oyjjLccj.n 
t'3-«^  avTiiv  ei/avTioTvjTss,  xat  a'g  st?  aTTMov  avroK;  y.c&t  ctopidrrov  vcoBtaiv  vj 
^/)T/ian;  Tbin .  vfa,yjj.oiriiJii,  Ktx.1.  to  tsAoj  avraiv  arsxiJ.xcro'j  y.sn  (»;^f:?7T0v, 
iiya  j.<.-/!hvi  TrpofijjAw  y.ai  Koycj  axCpn  QiQa-iSuivev.'^ 

Hermise  Aiaff-jp^xoi  (live  Irrilio)  ri'v  zzoi  ^i,Xqcq(^uv.      Pago 
175.— Sub  fin.  Ed.  Fans,  Jiifrin.  Marfyris  Op.      1-636. 


(   174  ) 

Quotations  dance,  and  wonder  at  their  place. 

Buzz  through  his  wig,  and  give  the  bufn  more  grace ^ 

*'    '"^^ut  on  the  mitred  oath  that  Tucker  (/)  fworc 

Parr  wifely  ponder'd,  and  that  oath  forbore. 

He  prints  a  Sermon  ^  (//)  Hurd  with  judging  eye 

Reads,  and  rejedts  with  critick  dignity  : 

Words  upon  words !  and  moft  againft  their  will. 

And  honied  globules  dripple  through  his  quill, 

Mawkifhi 

N.  B.  1/  this  note  is  too  long,  I  have  no  inclination  to  make 
any  apology  for  it.  My  conviftion  and  my  fears  on  this  moft 
awful  fubjed,  (while  it  mzy  jet  avail  us  to  confider  it)  fometimes 
overpower  me,  tUl  I  abfolutely  fmk  under  them.  It  is  written, 
I  hope  we  all  know  where,  "  Tew/^ew?  m  uycavix  EKTENE2TEP0N 

wpocrvjuj^ETo  !" 

(j)  Though  the  reader  may  pollibly  have  a  very  good  idea  of 
a  fententious  or  pofitive  Dodlor,  in  general  ;  yet  my  fpecifick 
allufion  is  to  the  theology  of  the  twelfth  century,  when  the  Doc- 
tors were  divided  into  Do£iores  Dogmatici  et  Pojiti^i,  and  the 
DoSiores  Sententiarii,  or  expounders  of  the  famous  Book  of  Sen- 
tences by  Peter  Lombard,  Bijhop  of  Paris. —At  prefent  Bijhop 
Gregoire  and  Bijhop  Sieves  at  Paris,  give  their  Doiiors  fome  fa- 
mous books  of  fentences  to  expound,  not  is  et  comtnentariis  perpetuis 
Doctor  IS  Guillotini,  who  caufes  great  unanimity  of  fenti- 
ment  among  the  Doftors,  and  arranges  their  fe'veral  heads  with 
admirable  precifion.     (1796.) 

{t)  Jofiah  Tucker,  D.  D.  Dean  of  Gloucefter,  0  ttocw,  once 
took  an  oath  in  a  pamphlet  that  he  would  jefufe  a  bifhoprick,  if 
offered  to  him.  ^ 


(     ^75     ) 

Mawkifli,  and  thick  j  Earth  fcarcethe  tropes  fupplies, 
Heav'n  lends  her  moon  and  crowded  galaxies ;  (v) 

Polemick 


(//)  The  unfortunate  Education  Sermon,  which  Bifhop  Hurd 
happened  to  dillike.  Hinc  dice  lacrymce  !  This  produced  the 
re-publicatipn  of  Warburtou's  a. id  Hurd's  trads,  with  the  fplen- 
did  and  aftonilhing  dedication  by  Dr.  Parr.  See  the  firft  dia- 
logue of  the  P.  of  L.  See  ahc  Rabelais's  greai  Chapter,  "  How 
Gargantua  ipent  his  time  in  rainy  vveacher,"  and  tne  comment  by 
Du  Chat. 

{fv)  Dr.  Parr's  onxin  v/ords.  See  the  P.  of  L-  Dialogue  i, 
and  Dr.  Parr's  C-^wz  Dedication  of  Warburton's  trafts,  p.  icij 
ore.  with  all  the  difplay  of  beautiful  earthly  and  ccslellial  ima- 
■gery,  and  all  the  mellili  =verborv.m  globuli,  which  were  exhibited 
on  the  occafion  in  fuch  admirable  confufion,  "  ut  majus  fit  hafce 
contortiones  orationis,  quam  fignorum  ortus  obitufque,  perdifcerc." 
Cic  de  FatOj  'Sc6l.  8. .  Dr.  Parr's  ftrange  •■verbiage  §  reminds  me 
of  fome  perfons  in  The  Wafps  of  Ariftopbanes ; 


§  1  have  been  mifunderftood.  I  hold  up  none  of  Dr.  Parr's 
feiquipedalia  verba  to  ridicule  ;  it  is  his  verbiage  and  phrafe- 
ology  which  I  reprobate.  It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  to 
compare  the  Birmingham  Dodor  v.'ith  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon.  I 
r.m  not  his  Biographer.  It  is  not  his  life  but  his  writings  which 
I  criticife.  Wiiat  has  Dr.  Parr  written  ?  A  Sermon  or  tv/o^ 
rather  long  ;  a  Latin  Preface  to  Bellendenus,  (rather  long  too) 
conuuing  of  a  cento  of  Latin  and  Greek  expreffions  applied  to 
political  fubjefts :  another  preface  to  fome  Enghlh.  trads,  and 
two  or  three  Englilh  pamphlets  about  his  own  private  quarrels. 
And  this  is  the  man  to  be  compared  with  Dr,  Samuel  Johnfon!'! 
(Added,  1797-)  Why  am  I /rrrr.-r' into  a  confirmation  of  my  opi- 
Viion  ftronger  and  Itronger  ? 


(     176     ) 

folemick  phfenzy  and  irreverent  rage, 
Arid  dotard  impotence,  deform  the  page. 


Let 


Of  as  Plautus  expreffes  himfelf  in  one  of  his  comedies ; 
"  Salva  res  eft,  philofophatur  quoque  jam  : 
««  Quod  erat  ei  nomen  ?■ — Thefaurochry/onicochryjides." 

Captiv.  A.  2.  S.  i\ 

The  Do£lor  can  fconftrue  alt  this,  I  believe,  and  the  meaning  of 
it. — Dr.  Parr  is  fo  very  learned,  and  has  fiich  a  deep  riiouth, 
that  fome  conjedlure  he  was  not  born  till  the  end  of  the  ele^venth 
month,  like  the  great  Gargantua  $  or  9r£pi»Xo/i«i'4j  "tvixvrw,  at  the 
end  tf  the  tnuelfth  mottth,  aS  Homer  fpeaks  (Od.  xi.  v.  247.)  of  one 
of  Neptune's  children,  and  for  which  Aulus  Gellius,  (a  favou- 
rite author  with  Dr.  Parr)  gravely  affigns  a  reafon,  "  CdnVenifS 
Neptuno  majeftati^ue  ejus,  ut  longiore  tempore  fatus  ex  eo 
grandefceret.  Lib.  3.  Cap.  16.  ettei  ax  acTto^aiXtoi  iwcu  A^stva- 
■54;*!!!" — Aievf  months  after  the  Doftor's  birth,  he  was  found, 
like  Gargantua,  to  be  "  a  fine  boy,  and  had  a  hurly  phyjiognomy  ; 
he  monochordized  with  his  fingers,  and  harytonized  with  his  tail." 
Rabel.  B.  i.  C  7.  This  was  a  prefage  of  the  noi/e  the  Doflor 
was  to  make  hereafter ;  but  frofti  the  nature  of  his  boyijh  diet^ 
(for  his  matters  were  ftyled  Tubal  Holofernes  and  Ponocrates 
Mateeologus)  it  appeared  that  he  was  better  fed  than  taught.  If 
the  child  wanted  a  bit  of  bread,  or  a  flice  of  mutton,  or  any 
common  vegetable,  he  was  not  fuiFered  to  have  any,  till  he  had 
quoted  all  the  Greek  or  Latin  authors  who  had  mentioned  thefe  k^- 
f «;-(j/ fubllances,  Pliny,  Athen^Tus,  Julius  Pollux,  Galen,  Porphy- 
ry 


,     (     1/7    ) 

Let  him  but  wrangle,  and  in  any  fliape 

Not  infignificance  itfelf  can  *fcape  : 

Horace  and  Coombe  (.v)  go  forth,  a  gentle  pair, 

Splendid  and  filly,  to  unequal  war  ; 

M  But 

ry,  Oppian,  Polybius,  Dionyfius  HalicarnafTenfis,  Heliodorus, 
Ariftotle,  Plato,  Aulus  Gellius,  jElian,  Theophraftus,*  and  Diof- 
corldes,  down  to  Buffon  and  Sir  John  Hill.  This  habit  t/:e  child 
never  loft  in  his  riper  years,  to  the  great  edification  of  his  hearers 
or  readers,  when  he  was  farniflied  with  pen  and  ink.  When  he 
was  advanced  to  the  Doftorate,  the  child  vv-as  ftill  the  fame,  as 
appeared  in  his  complimentary  and  fatirical  preface  to  Bellende- 
nus,  in  which,  as  ufual,  he  dlfchai'ged  all  the  literary  food  he  ever 
ate,  after  the  Greek  fafliion  of  his  mafters  Tubal  Holofcrnes  and 
Ponocrates  MatKologus,  and  as  prefcribed  by  that  great  and  con- 
fammate  Theologian,  "  Joanninus  de  Barrauco  in  libro  de  copiofi- 
tate  reverentiarum,"  a  writer  who  cannot  be  fufEciently  recom- 
mended, and  who  Is  .as  ivell  knoivii  as  "  Musambertius  in 
Commonitorio  ad  Ramirefium  de  Prado,"  quoted  by  Mr.  Poifon 
in  his  title  page  of  his  Letters,  to  regale  Archdeacon  Travis. 

(.\)  See  the  ridiculous  controverfy  between  Dr.  Parr  and  Dr. 
Coombe,  the  little  man-midwife  and  critick,  aboi\t  a  pompons 
edition  of  Horace,  publifhed  to  be  fure  for  no  purpofe  that  J 
can    difcover ;     which   the    Doftor   Pofitivus    mangled    and    dc- 

ftroyed 


*  I  recommend  to  Dr.  Pair  the  following  paflage  from  Theo- 
phraftus's  Hiilory  of  Plants,  which  he  will  underltand  :  Ev  rxn; 
<iiyc(6xig  '^a^cug,  ■;rgo5  to  MH  <I»TAA0MANEIN,  STTiVUtsir*  xa; 
tTTiKu^Hs-i  Toy  c-tTQv     Theophfaft.  Hift.  Plant.  Lib.  8.  e.  7. 


C    178    ) 

But  while  the  midwife  to  Lucina  prays. 

The  Gorgon  glares,  and  blafts  the  critick's  bays. 

Parr  prints  a  Paper  :  fyj  v/eli ;  in  all  things  equal., 

Senfe,  tafle,  wit, judgment:  but  pray  read  TJje  Sequel. 

Sequel  to  what  ?  the  Dodor  only  knows  ; 

Morfels  of  politicks,  mofl  chofen  profe. 

Of  Nobles,  Prieftley,  Plato,  Democrats, 

Pitt,  Plutarch,  Curtis,  Burke,  and  Rous,  and  rats. 

The  fcene  ?  'tis  Birmingham,  renown'd  afar 

At  once  for  half-pence,  and  for  Doctor  Parr. 

OCTAVIUS. 


ftroyed  in  the  Britifh  Critick  without  any  mercy.  See  alfo  Dr, 
Parr's  grange  Letter  to  Dr.  C.  on  this  occafion,  ligned  **  By  an 
Occafional  Writer  in  the  Britifh  Critick/' 

fyj  Dr.  Parr  pubh'ihed  at-  Birmingham  what  he  called  a 
*^  printed  Papery'  and  after  that,  "  a  Sequel  to  3.  printed  Paper," 
a  very  large  pamphlet,  de  omn'i  fc'ihil'i^  as  ufual. — N.  B.  I  retilly 
think  it  isimpoffible  to  point  out  any  man  of  learning  and  ability, 
(and  Dr.  Parr  has  both,)  who  has  hitherto  wafted  his  powers  and. 
attainments  in  fuch  a  defultory,  unmeaning,  wild,  unconnefted, 
and  ufelefs  manner,  as  Dr.  Parr. — In  nullum  reipuUica  iifumr 
ambitiofa  loquela  inclariiit."§ — I  have  done  with  him. 

§  Tacit,  Ann.  L.  4.  Sect,  20. 


C     ^79     ) 

OCTxWlUS. 

Well,  if  none  jrad  ftich  works,  yet  all  admire*— 

AUTHOR. 

The  paper  ? 

OCTAVIUS- 

Yes  ;  ten  fhillings  every  quire  :  (^) 
The  type  is  Buhner's,  jii/i  like  Boydell's  plays  : 
,So  Mifler  Hayley  fliines  in  Milton's  (Ji)  rays. 

M  2  In 

(fl)  Not  Dr.  Parr's  paper  or  printing,  which  in  fome  of  his 
works  is  fometimes  fcarce  legible ;  but  I  allude  to  and  condemn 
the  general  needlefsly  expenfive  manner  of  publiihing  moft 
pamphlets  and  books  at  this  time.  See  the  Purfuits  of  Literature 
Dial.  I.  If  the  prefent  rage  of  printing  on  fine,  creamy,  wire- 
wove,  vellum,  hot-prefied  paper  is  not  flopped,  the  injury  done 
to  the  eye  from  reading,  and  the  (hameful  expence  of  the  books, 
will  in  no  very  long  time  annihilate  the  defire  of  reading,  and  the 
poflibility  of  purchafing.  No  neiu  ivork  ivhatfoe-ver  fhould  be 
publiflied  in  this'  manner,  or  Literature   will  dtflroy  itfelf. 


(     i8o    ) 

In  one  glaz*d  glare  trads,  fermons,  pamphlets  vie. 
And  hot-prefs*d  nonfenfe  claims  a  dignity.         '' 

^  AUTHOR. 

Nonfenfe  or  fenfe,  Fll  bear  in  any  fiiapCj 
In  gown,  in  lawn,  in  ermine,  or  in  crape  i 
What's  a  fine  type,  where  Truth  exerts  her  ri^le  ? 
Science  is  fcience,  and  a  fooPs  a  fool. 

Tei  all  Jhall  read.,  and  all  that  page  approve. 
Where  publick  fpirit  meets  with  publick  love. 
Thus  late,  {c)  where  Poverty  with  rapine  dwelt, 
Rumford's  kind  genius  the  Bavarian  felt. 

Not 

(5)  Mr.  Hayley  wrote  a  long  life,  or  rather  a  fort  of  defence 
of  Milton,  as  I  think,  prefixed  to  Boydell's  grand  edition  of  the 
poet,  I  like  neither  the  fpirit  nor  the  execution  of  Mr.  H's 
work. 

{c)  See  the  Experimental  Effays,  Political,  Economical,  and 
Philofophical,  by  Benjamin,  Count  of  Rumford,  &c.  &c.  &c.| 
I  hope  the  Direftors  of  the  interior  Government  of  this  country/ 
will  have  the  fenfe  and  wifdom  to  profit  from  this  moil  valuable 

atic 


(     '8i     ) 

Not  by  romantick  charities  beguil'd. 
But  calm  in  projeO:,  and  in  mercy  (dj  mild. 
Where'er  his  wifdom  guided,  none  withftood. 
Content  with  peace  and  practicable  good  j 
Round  him  the  labourers  throng,  the  nobles  wait. 
Friend  of  the  poor,  and  guardian  of  the  ftate. 

Yet  all Jhall read,  (i)  when  bold  in  ftrength  divine 
Prelatick  virtue  guards  the  Chriflian  ftirine, 

Pleas'd 

and  important  work,  \vhofe  truly  philofophick  and  benevolent 
author  muft  feel  a  joy  and  felf  fatisfafklon,  far  fuperior  to  any 
praife  which  man  can  beftow. 

(d)  A  diftinguifliing  feature  In  all  his  plans  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  the  idle,  the  abandoned,  and  the  wretched.  The 
mode  of  conferring  mercy  and  apparent  kiudnefs  is  not  always 
mild  and  merciful.  I  have  too  much  refpcft  for  my  readers  to 
enlarge  on  this  virtue^  May  they  all  feel  experimentally,  that 
the  merciful,  In  the  true  fenfe,  fhall  obtain  mercy  ! 

(f )  See  the  important,  convincing,  and  eloquent  Letters  ad- 
drefled  to  Thomas  Paine,  author  of  the  /ige  of  Reafon  2d.  part, 
by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Richard  Watfon,  Bifliop  of  Landaff,  ftyled, 
"  An  Apology  for  the  Bible."  Every  perfon  wifhes,  that  the 
Biihop  had  changed,  or  even  would  now  change,  the  word 
••  Apology"  to  "  Defence,"  or  any  other :  not  that  the  word 
**  apology"    is  abfolutely  Improper,    but   becaufe   the  original 

meaning 


(       l82       ) 

PleasM  from  the  pomp  of  fcience  to  defcendj 
And  teach  the  people,  as  their  hallow'd  friend  ; 
In  gentle  warnings  to  the  unfettled  breaft. 
In  all  its  wand'rings  from  the  realms  of  reftj 
From  impious  feoffs  and  ribaldry  to  turn. 
And  Reafon's  age  by  reafon's  light  difcern  ; 
Refix  infulted  truth  with  temper'd  zeal. 
And  feel  that  joy  which  Watson  bed  can  feeL 

True  Genius  marks  alone  the  path  to  life, 
And  Fame  invites,  and  prompts  the  noble  ftrife^ 
Her  temple's  everlafting  doors  unbarr'd, 
Defert  is  various,  various  the  reward; 
No  little  jealcufy,  no  ill-tim'd  fneer. 
No  envy  there  is  found,  or  rival  fear. 

Methinks  on  Babylon  fond  fancy  dreams. 
Her  vale  of  willows  by  the  mournful  ftreams. 

Where 

meaning  of  It  is  obfoletc.  To  write  fuch  a  look  as  this  Is  to  do  A 
REAL  SERVICE  TO  MANKIND. — N.  B.  A  chcap  edition  of  it  is 
printed,  and  it  is  hoped,  will  be  circulated  throughout  the 
kinKdom, 


(     '83     ) 

Where  Hebrew  lyres  hung(cc)mute! — o'erSIon's  hill 
Blows  the  chill  blaft,  and  baneful  dews  diflil.  \dd) 

Where 

(cc)  «  The  banks  of  the  rivers  of  Balyhtiy  the  Euphrates,  &c. 
\v<ir&i.oi\\\c]i.\j  planted m)ith  ivillow  irecsy  as  the  learned  Bochart- 
informs  us,  that  the  country  of  Babylon  was  thence  called,  "  The 
Vale  of  Willows,"  and  on  thofe  trees  were  fufpended  the  lyres 
of  the  captive  Hebrews  negleiled  and  undrung."  See  Persian 
Miscellanies,  by  William  Oufcley,  Efq.  410.  p.  101. 
abounding  with  learned,  pleafing,  and  curious  information. 
It  is  one  of  thofe  works,  which  not  being  adapted  to  general 
reading,  fhould  be  patronifed  and  purchafed  by  men  of  for- 
tune and  education.  I  beg  leave  for  the  fame  reafons,  to  recom- 
mend the  ingenious  Mr.  Maurice's  Hijlory  of  H'mdojlan  in  4to. 
and  his  Indian  Antiquities  in  8vo.  The  fubjeft  is  Indeed  in  the 
region  of  fancy  and  of  conjeflure,  and  Mr.  M's  work  abounds 
with  both.  But  fuch  erudition,  ingenuity,  and  unremitting 
diligence,  fhould  not  fail  of  an  honourable  leward.  Shit  hic 
et'iam  fua pram'ia  laudi.\      (See  alfo  P.  of  L.  Dial.  IV.) 

(dd)  I  read  with  the  greateft  concern,  the  following  paffage  In 
the  very  learned,  ingenious,  and  venerable  bifhop  of  Worcef- 
ter's  Preface  to  the  quarto  edition  of  Warburton's  Works,  con- 
cerning Dr.  Lowth,  one  of  the  greateft  men  whom  our  times 
have  produced.  Dr.  Hurd  fays  ;  "  BiJIoop  Lowth's  reputation, 
as  a  writer,  was  raifed  chiefly  on  his  Hebrew  Literature,  as  dif-  ' 
played  in //jo/^  ifwo  nvoris^  his  "  Latin  Le6lures  on  the  Hebrew 
poetry,"  and  his  "  Englifh  verfion  of  the  prophet  Ifalah."  The 
former  is  well  and  elegantly  compofed,  but  in  a  vein  of  critic  fm 

not 

f  Virg.  .^.n.  I  V.  461. 


C    184    .) 

Where  is  the  charm,  that  fenfe  to  virtue  binds. 

The  fecial  fymp'athy  of  learned  minds, 

The  common  int'reft,  univerfal  caufe. 

And  ail  that  piety  to  genius  draws  ? 

How  fweet  to  hear  on  that  Parnaflian  mount. 

Mild  waters  welling  from  the  favoured  fount : 

Oh,  never  may  Caflalia's  flreams  divide 

From  Siloa's  brook,  and  Jordan's  hallow'd  tide. 

But  hark,  what  folemn  ftrains  from  Arno's  vales 
Breathe  raptures  wafted  on  the  Tufcan  gales ! 
Lorenzo  rears  again  his  awful  head. 
And  feels  his  ancient  glories  round  him  fpread  ; 
The  Mufes  ftarting  from  their  trance  revive, 
And  at  their  Roscoe's  bidding,  wake  and  live,  (e) 

:^  The 

■not  above  the  common  /  the  latter,  I  think,  is  chiefly  vahiable,  as  it 
Jhenvs  ho'W  Utile  may  be  expeded  from  Dr.  Kennicott's  Work,  and 
from  a  new  tranflation  of  the  Bible  for  publick  ufe."  Pref.  to 
Warb.  4to  edition,  p.  94.  The  neceffity  of  any  obfervation 
from  me,  in  this  note,  is  precluded  by  a  very  able  Letter  to 
Bifhop  Hurd,  occafioned  by  his  Stridures  on  Archbifnop  Seeker 
and  Bifhop Xowth,  by  a  member  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 
which  I  recomn-.e.id  to  the  reader. — It  is  one  of  the  few  pam- 
phlets which  fhould  be  prefervcd. 


(     iS5    ) 
Hie  Latian  genius  vindicates  his  Ilate, 


And 


(e)  See  "  The  Life  of  Lorenzo  dc  Medici,  called  the  Magni- 
ficent, by  WiUiam  Rofcoe."  2  vol.  410.  I  cannot  but  congra- 
tulate the  public  upon  this  great  and  important  addition  to 
Claffical  Hiiliory,  which  I  regard  as  a  phsenomenon  in  Litera- 
ture, in  every  point  of  view.  It  is  pleafing  to  confider  a  gen- 
tleman, not  under  the  aufpices  of  an  univerfity,  or  beneath  the 
fhelter  of  academick  bowers,  but  in  the  prafticeof  the  law  and  bu- 
finefs  of  great  extent,  and  refident  in  a  remote  commercial  town, 
where  nothing  is  heard  of  but  Guinea  fliips,  flaves,  blacks, 
and  merchandife,  in  the  toiun  of  Liverpool ;  inveillgating  and  de- 
fcribing  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  every  polite  art  in  Italy  at  the 
revival  of  learning  with  acutenefs,  depth,  and  precifion  ;  witli 
the  fpirit  of  the  poet,  and  the  folidity  of  the  hiftorian.  It  is 
pleafing  to  confider  this.  For  my  ovrn  part,  I  have  not  terms 
fufficient  to  exprefs  my  admiration  of  his  genius  and  erudition, 
or  my  gratitude  for  the  amufement  and  information  I  have  re- 
ceived. I  may  add,  that  tl^e  manner  in  which  Mr.  Rofcoe  pro- 
cured, from  the  libraries  at  Florence,  m^any  of  the  various  ine- 
dited  manufcripts  with  which  he  has  epriched  the  appendix  to 
his  hiPiory,  was  fingularly  curious  :  not  from  a  Fellow  or  Tra- 
veller of  the  Dilettanti,  but  from  a  commercial  man  in  the  in- 
tervals of  his  employment.  I  fliall  not  violate  the  dignity  of 
the  work  by  flight  objeftions  to  feme  modes  of  expreffion,  or  to 
a  few  words,  or  to  fome  occafional  fentiments  in  the  Hiftorian  of  a 
RepubUck.  But  I  recomm.end  it  to  our  country  as  a  work  of  un- 
queftionable  genius,  and  of  uncommon  merit.  It  adds  the 
name  of  Roscoe  to  the  very  firft  rank  of  Englifli  claffical  Hif- 
torian s. 

MuSARUM   SPONDF.T  CHORUE,    ET   RoMANUS  x'^POLLO.l  (x  796.) 


X  Sulpicias  Sat.  v.  ult. 


(     i86   ") 

And  proudly  hails  the  great.  Triumvirate,'  (f) 
Lords  of  the  h-re,  and  fathers  of  the  fong. 
In  Fancy*s  order  as  they  pafs  along. 
There  mufmg  deep  in  philofophick  groves, 
His  Tufcan  Academe,  (g)  Lor.enzo  roves  j 
While  prophets  of  his  great  reviving  name, 
From  ifles  of  fragrance  and  Athenian  fame. 
Sages  and  Bards  in  claffick  pomp  appear  : 
Bessarion,  f  Z'J  andPHiLELPHo's  (i)  fornifevere; 

Marsilius, 

(f)  Dante,  Boccacio,  and  Petrarch. 

(g)  See  Mr.  Rofcoe's  account  of  the  inllitution  of  the  Plato- 
nick  Academy  at  Florence,  and  the  Platonick  feftival,  and  the 
efFeds  of  it.     Vol.  i.  p.  160,  &c.  &c. 

(h)  Cardinal  Befiarion,  a  learned  and  eloquent  prelate,  ho- 
noured with  the  purple  by  Pope  Eugenius  the  4th  in  1439. — 
For  the  moil  ample  account  of  the  reftoration  of  Greek  lite- 
rature in  Italy  the  reader  muft  confult  the  learned  Hodius  de 
Grfficis  Bluftribus,  Lingu3s  Grsecse  literarumque  humaniorum 
Inftauratoribus,  which  may  eafily  be  procured  ;  and,  if  conve- 
nient, Tirabofchi's  Hiflory,  which  is  voluminous.  Tirabofphi 
was  the  Librarian  at  Modena. 

(j)  Philclpho. — A  Profeffor  in  various  fciences  \n  different 
parts  of  Italy,  who  introduced  many  curious  Greek  MSS.  into 
that  country;  a  man  of  erudition,  but  turbulent  and  intrac- 
table in  his  temper.  "  Ingenium  vagum,  multiplex,  voli^bile." 
See  alfo  the  Academie  des   Infcriptions,  torn.  10.  p.  691 — 7511. 


(     ^^7     ) 
Marsilius,  (/')  robed  in  olive,  Plato's  priefl; 
(/)  Janus,  Math  treafurcs  from  the  learned  Eaft  ; 
And  he,  who  from  Eleufis  flaming  bore 
The  torch  of  fcience  to  his  native  fhore, 
Fam'd  Ciirysoi.oras  ;  (7;/)  andLANDiNo  (;?)  bold, 
In  ftudious  fliades  high  converfe  form'd  to  hold  j 

POLITIAN, 

[k)  Marfilius  Flciniis,  the  great  difciple  of  Plato,  whofe  doc- 
trines alone  occupied  their  attention,  ur  rathei*  devotion,  and 
which  appeared  in  all  his  conducl  and  converfation. 

(IJ  yanus  Lafcaris,  a  man  of  eloquence  and  politenefs,  and  of 
iinperial  defcent.  He  was  a  literary  miffionary  of  Lorenzo,  and 
brought  with  him  from  the  eaft  a  treafure  of  two  hundred 
manufcripts.  See  alfo  Hodiiis  de  Grtecis  lUuftribus,  p.  294, 
for  feveral  curious  particulars. 

(m)  Emanuel  Chryfoloras,  flyled  by  his  contemporaries,  the 
Patriarch  of  Literature,  principally  the  Grscian. 

(«)  Chriftophero  Landino,  a  ProfefTor  of  Poetry  and  Rhe- 
torick  in  Florence,  a  writer  of  fpirit  and  depth  of  knowledge  ; 
and  author  of  a  work,  once  celebrated,  called  the  "  Difputationes 
Camaldulenfes,"  formed  on  a  plan  fimilar  to  the  Tufculan  dif- 
putations.  The  fcene  fuppofed  is  a  monaftery  in  the  wood  of 
Camaldoli.  The  account  of  it  by  Mr.  Rofcoe,  is  particularly 
pleafing  and  judicious.  Vol,  i.  p.  103,  &c. 


(     i88    ; 

PoLiTiAN,  Cnn)  chief  of  all  th'enlighten'd  race 
In  Lydian  foftnefs,  and  Horatian  grace  j 
Aud  Michael,  (<?)  whofe  bold  hand  the  gods  dired, 
Thefculplor,  painter,  poet,  archited, 
Michael,  to  Britain  dear,  fo  Genius  fpoke, 
'When  his  lafl  praife  from  parting(^)Reynolds  broke: 

And 

(nil)  See  Mr.  Rofcoe's  account  of  that  finifhed  and  polite 
fcholar  and  poet,  Angela  Politiano.  It  were  an  injury  to 
abridge  it. 

(o)  Michael  Angclo  Buonarotti.  I  wifh,  however,  to  refer 
the  reader  again  to  Mr.  Rofcoe,  vol.  2.  p.  201,  &c.  who  give^ 
animation  to  any  fubjeft,  new  or  old  ;  for  I  know  not  how  it    is, 

but  as  it  feems  to  mcy 

Huic  Mnjiz  indulgsnt  omnesy  hunc  poscit  Apollo. f 

(p)  In  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds's  final  addrefs  to  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy, as  their  Prefident,  he  concluded  an  able  panegyriclc  on 
that  mighty  mafter,  by  faying  that  the  lafl;  word  he  wifhed  to 
pronounce  from  the  Chair  was,  "  Michael  Angelo."  It  was 
a  word  heard  by  the  audience  with  the  deep  filence  of  regret. 
It  abfolutely  repairs  me  to  talk  of  thefe  great  men.  Such  is  the 
power  of  departed  genius ! — Far  pleafanter  to  me  is  the  language  of 
commendation  than  the  tone  of  cenfure.  I  wifh  to  expatiate  free- 
ly, when  I  can,  in  the  groves  and  retreats  of  the  wife,  the  virtuous 
and  the  eminent,   with    philofophers,  and  ftatcfmen,    and  poets, 

and 


f  Vidae  Art.  Poet.  L.  u  v.  327. 


(     i89    ) 

And  all  whofe  brows,  with  Ivy  grac'd  or  bays, 

Brighten'd  their  Leo*s  vifionary  days. 

Names,  which  I  long  have  bleft,  nor  bleft  in  vain ! 

Oh !  were  I  numbered  in  their  facred  train. 

To  realms  of  purefl  light,  where  heroes  dwell. 

Her  bolder  notes  the  willing  Mufe  fhould  fwell 

In  lyrick  intonation  grave  and  deep. 

Nor  dream  with  folly,  nor  with  dulnefs  fleep  ; 

To  Cowper  and  to  Gifford  leave  the  rod, 

For  fongs  coeleftial,  and  the  Delian  God  : 

Then  calmly  to  the  fecret  mount  retire, 

Bid  Satire  glance  on  folly,  and  expire. 

O  CTAVI  US. 

Give  me  my  Sabine  grove,  tir'd  Horace  cried  ; 
For  Cumse  thus  the  great  Aquinian  figh'd  : 

But 

and  hiftorians,  and  orators  of  higher  fame.     I  love  the  regions 
of  the  morning,  and  the  light  of  the  fun  ; 

OiKiX  Kdi  %opoi  ucri,   x.cti.  X'jtoXui  HiXioio.  ijl 


f  Hom.  Od.  L,  12.  V.  3. 


C    19^    ) 

But  when  wild  waves,  and  wars,  and  tempefts  rage. 
Ah,  who  can  find  the  foft  Saturnian  age  ? 
'Tis  your's  awhik  to  frown  on  claffick  toys, 
^lack  letter  DOg^,  or  ho^ry  feventh-form  {q)  Boys  ; 
Awhile  to  war  with  dunces,  fools,  and  knaves. 
Hirelings  of  flate,  or  oppontion  ilaves. 
And  all  who  dare  profane  the   Muse's  dome  ; 
With  idle  random  fiercenefs  they  may  foam. 
None  (hall  her  column's  ffcately  pride  deface  : 
The  fnake  winds  harmiefs  round  the  marble  bafe.' (r) 

(q)  i.  e.  The  modern  Commentators  on  Shakfpeare,  (fee  Dial. 
I.  of  the  P.  of  L.)  and  the  tranflators  (not  quite  The  Septuaglnt}- 
of  Gray's  Elegy  into  Greek.  See  Dial.  3.  of  the  P.  of  L.  v.  r. 
to  V.  60. 

(;■)  My  friend  0<3:avias  means  by  this  aUulion  to  obferve^ 
that  the  prc^'er,  conjlant^  and  unck'oiatlng  application  of  time, 
learning,  and  talents,  muH  ultimately  relift  the  malignity  of 
criticifm,  and  rife  fuperior  to  temporary  neglcdl,  in  any  depart- 
ment of  literature,  of  government,  or  of  fcciety.  And  as  I  con- 
cluded the  firft  part  of  this  Poem  with  a  fcntence  from  Swift, 
I  wifh  to  recommend  another  from  that  great  mafter  of  life,  as 
obvious  perhaps,  and  as  little  attended  to»  The  'fentence  is 
this:  "  Ills  an  uncontrouled truth,  that  no  mas  ever  made  a\ 

ILL    FIGURE,     WHO     UNDERSTOOD     HIS     OV</N      TALENTS,     NOR    A 
GOOD    ONE,    V/HO    MISTOOK     THEM," 

END  OF  THE  THIRD  DIALOGUE. 
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PREFACE 


TO      T  H 


FOURTH   AND    LAST  DlALOGUEfaJ 


OF    T  H  E 


PURSUITS  OF  LITERATURE. 


l'ombra  sua  torna  ch'era  biPARTiTA  !  Dante. 

**  Hearhtsfpeech,  but  fay  thou  nought  P 

"  But  one  word  more  :— " 
**  He  njoill  not  be  Commanded /"  Macbeth. 


X^S  1  have  now  brought  my  Poem  to  the  conchifion 
which  I  intended,  it  is  proper  and,  as  I  think,  refpe£lful 
to  offer  fome  confiderations  to  the  publick,  for  whofe  ufe 
it  was  written.  No  imitation  of  any  writer  or  of  any  poem 
was  propofed,  except  the  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
juft  compofition,  &nd  a  general  obfervation  of  the  finiflied 
models  of  claffical  literature,  be   confidered   as  fuch.     In 

N  the 


(a)  F/r/?  printed  in  July  1797. 
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the  Preface  to  the  Firft  Dialogue  I  faid,  what  I  now  repeat^ 
that  I  would    not  have   printed   it,  but  from  a  full  con- 
vidlion    of   its  tendency    to  promote  the  publick  welfare. 
My  particular  ideas  on  the  nature  and  fubjefl  of  SatihE' 
I  exprefled  clearly  and   fhlly  in  the   Advertifement  to  the 
Second  Dialogue,  and  under  the  influence   knd  ihiprefilon 
of  thofe  fentimehts  I  wrote  the  Poem.     In  my  introdu6lioh 
to  the  Third  Dialogue,  feehngthe  importance  of  my  fubje6l 
in  its  various  branches,  I  aflerted  that,  "  Literature, 
*'  well  or  ill  conduSted^  is  tHE    great  Engine  by   which^ 
^*  I    am  fully   perfuaded,     all   civilized    States   muji 
**  ultimately    he  fupported    or   overthrown^         I  am  now 
more   and   more   deeply  imprfefled  with  this  truth,    if  we 
Confider  the  nature,  variety,    and  extent,   of  the  word,  Li- 
terature.    We  are  no  longer  in   an  age  of  ignorance,  and 
Jbiformation    is    not    partially   diftributed  according  to  the 
ranks,    and  orders,    and  funciions,  and  digiiities    of  fecial 
life.      All   learning    has   an   index,    and  every  fcience  its 
abridgKienC     I  am  fcarcely  able  to  name  any  man  whom 
I  confider  as  wholly  ignorant.     We  no  longer  look  cxclu- 
iively   for  learned  authors  in  the  ufual  place,    in  the  re- 
treats  of  academic  erudition,  and   in  the  feats  of  religion.- 
Our  peafantry  now  read  the  ilighis  cf  Man  on  mountains, 
and  moors,  and  by  the   way  {\Az ;  and  fhepherds  make  the 
analogy  between  their  occupation  and  that  of  their  gover- 
nors.   Happy  indeed,  had  they  been  taught  to  make  no  other 
comparilon.     Our  unfexed  female  writers  now  inftrudi,  or 
confufe   us  and  themfelves  in  the  labyrinth  cf  politicks,  or 
turn  us  wild  vvith  Gallick  frenzy^  \ 

But  there  is  one  publication  of  the  time  too  peculiar, 
and  too  important  to  be  pafTed  over  in  a  general  reprehen- 
lion.     There  is  nothing  with  which  it  may  be  compared- 

Ale-s 
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A  legiilaror  in  Our  own  parliament,  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  an  eleded  guardian 
and  defender  of  the  laws,  the  religion  and  the  good  man- 
ners of  the  cbuntry,  has  neither  fcrupled  nor  bluHicd  to 
depi6t,  and  to  publifh  to  the  world,  the  arts  of  lewd  and 
fyflematick  fedudion,  and  to  thruffc  upon  the  nation  the 
mod  open  and  unqualified  blafphemy  againd  the  very  code 
and  volume  of  our  religion.  And  all  this,  with  his  name, 
flyle,  and  title,  prefixed  to  the  novel  or  romance  called 
**  The  Monk."      {'b)  And  one  of  our  publick  theatres  has 

N  1  allured 

NOTE. 

{h)  "  The  Monk,  a  Romance  in  th.-ee  voUimes  by  M.  Lew'- 
IS,  Efq.  M.  P."  printed  for  Bell,  Oxford  Street.  At  firft  I 
thought  that  the  name  and  title  of  the  author  were  fidlitious, 
and  fome  of  the  public  papers  hinted  it.  But  I  have  been  fo* 
lemnly  and  repeatedly  affured  by  the  Bookfeller  himfelf,  that 
it  is  the  writing  and  publication  of  M.  Lewis,  Efq.  Member  of 
Parliament.  It  is  fiifficient  for  me  to  point  out  Chap.  7.  of  VoL 
2.  As  a  compofition,  the  work  would  have  been  better,  if  the 
ofFenfive  and  fcandalous  paflages  had  been  omitted,  and  it 
is  difgraced  by  a  diablerie  and  nonfenfe  fitted  only  to  fright- 
en children  in  the  nurfery.  I  believe  this  7th  Chap,  of 
Vol.  2.  is  iitdiSlable  at  Common  Law.  Edmund  Curl  in  the 
firft  year  of  George  IL  was  profeciited  by  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral (Sir  Philip  Yorke,  afterwards  Lord  Hardwicke)  for 
printing  two  obfcene  books.  The  Attorney  General  fet  forth 
the  feveral  obfcene  pafiages,  and  concluded^  that  it  ivas  an 
offence  againji  the  King's  peace.  The  defendant  was  found  guil- 
ty and  fet  in  the  pillory.*     See  Str.    788.     I   Barnardilt.   29. 

V/e 
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*  The  indiament  (in  Mich.  Term  i  G.  11.  begins  thus  : 
"  Edmund  Curl,  Exijiens  homo  iniquus  et  feeler  at  us  nequiier  machi- 
^*  nans  et  intendens  honos  mores  Jubditorum  hujus  regni  corrutnfere^ 
"  et  eos  ad  nequitiam  inducere,  quendam  ohfcenum.  libeilum  intitidatf 
'&c.  &c.— See  Sir  John  Strange's  Rep.  p.  777.  Ed.  1782.     In 
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allured  the  public  attention  Jiill  more  to  this  novel,  fcy  i 
fcenick  reprefentation  of  an  Epifode  in  it.     *'  O  Proceres^ 

Cenfare 

NOTE. 

We  know  the  proceedings  againft  the  book,  entitled  "  Memoirs 
bf  a  Woman  of  Pleafure,"  by  John  Cleland.  To  tbe  paffages 
of  obfcenity,  (which  certainly  1  fhall  not  copy  in  this  place) 
Mr.  Lewis  has  added  blasphemy  against  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  if  the  following  paffages  may  be  confidered  a?  fuch. 
**  He  (the  Monk)  examined  the  book  which  (he  (Antoni'a)  had 
*'  been  readings,  and  had  now  placed  updn  the  table.  It  ivas 
^'  the  Bible.  'How,'  faid  the  Prior  to  himfelf,  '  Antonia 
**  reads  the  Biblej  and  is  ftill  fo  ignorant?'  But  upon  further 
**  infpeftion  he  found  that  Elvira  (the  mother  of  Antonia)  had 
*'  made  exadly  the  fame  remark.  That /rW^«/  mother,  while 
"  fhe  admired'/®,?  beauties  of  the  sacred  writings,  was  con- 
*'  vinced,  that  unreJlriSled,  no  reading  more  improper  could  be  per- 
**  mitied  a  young  nvoman.  Many  of  the  narratives  can  only  tend 
*'  to  excite  ideas  the  ivorji  calculated  for  a  female  breaji ;  every 
'•*'  thing  is  called  roundly  and   plainly  by  its   own  name  ;  and 

*'  THE  annals  OF  A  BROTREL  WOULD  SCARCELY  FURNISH 
*'    A     GREATER     CHOICE    OF    INDECENT     EXPRESSIONS.         Yet 

*'  this  is  the  book  which  young  worften  are  recommended  to 
*'  ftudy,  which  is  put  into  the  hands  of  children,  able  to  com- 
"  prehend  little  more  than  thofe  paffages  of  huhich  they  had  better 
'^'  remain  ignorant,  arid  <which  but  too  frequently  inculcate  the 
'^'  firji  rudiments  of  'vice,  and  ginje  the  firji  alarm  to  the  fill 
"  feeping  pajjions.  Gf  this  Elvira  was  fo  fully  convinced,  that 
^'  fbe  would  have  preferred  putting  into  her  daughter's  hands 
*'  Amadis   de    Gaul,    or   the   Valiant    Champi©ft    Tirante    the 

"  White  J 


NOTE  ON   THE   NOTE. 


t^o  or  three  days  aftsr  the  point  had  been  folemly  argued,  and 
the  judges  had  given  their  refpedtive  opinions.  Sir  J.  Strange 
obferves,  *'  They  gave  it  as  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  this  ^voas 
it  temporal  offence  "  And  they  declared  alfo  that  if  the  famous 
cafe  of  the  Queen  againft  Read  (6  Ann.  in  B.  R.)  was  to  be  ad- 
judged (by  them)  they  ftiould  rule  it  other-iuife ;  i.  e.  contrary  td 
Lord  Ch.  J.  Holt's  opinion. — The  Judges  were  Sir  Robert  (after^ 
Wards  Lord)  Raymond,  f  ortefcue,  Reynolds,  and  Probyno 


I 
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Cenfore  opus  eji,  an  Harufpice  nobis  ?*"  I  confider  this  as 
a  new  fpecies  of  Icgiflative  or  ftate-parricide.  What  is  it 
^o  the  kingdom  at  large,  or  what  is  it  to  all  thofe  whofe 

N  3  officg 


NOTE. 

"'  White  ;  atid  njooiild  fooner  hwue  authorifed  her  Jiudying  the  lenud 
"  exploits  of  Don  Galaor,  or  the  lafcinjiotts  jokes  of  the  Damzel 
'<  Plazer  de  mi  yida,''  (p,  247,  248.)  &c.  I  ftate  only  what 
is  printed.  It  is  for  others  to  read  it  and  to  judge.  The 
falfliood  of  this  pafTage  is  not  more  grofs  than  its  impiety.  In. 
the  cafe  of  Thomas  Woolfton,  in  the  zd.  of  George  il.  for  blaf- 
phemous  difcourfes  againft  our  Saviour's  miracles,  when  arreftof 
judgment  was  moved ;  Lord  Raymond  and  the  whole  (Jourt  de- 
clared they  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  debated,  ivhether  to  write 
againft  Chriftianity  in  general  (not  concerning  controverted  points 
between  the  learned,  but  in  general)  was  not  an  offence  punifha- 
ble  in  the  temporal  Cqurt^  of  Commpn  Jjaw,  Woolfton  w^s 
imprifoned  one  year,  and  entered  into  a  large  recognizance  for 
his  good  beha-uiour  during  life.  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  afterwards  Lord. 
Hardwicke,  was  Attorney  General  at  the  time.  The  cafe  of  the 
King  againft  Annet,  when  the  Hon.  Charles  Yorke  was  Attorney 
General,  (3d  of  Geo,  IIL)  for  a  blafphemous  book  entitled 
"  The  Free  Inquirer,"  tending,  among  other  points,  to  ridicu}e, 
traduce  and  dif credit  the  Y{oi.^  Scriptures,  is  well  known 
to  the  profefCpn.  The  punifhment  was  uncommonly  fevere. 
Whether  the  pafTage  I  have  quoted  in  a  popular  novel,  has  not 
"  a  tendency  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  of  the  younger 
unfufpefting  part  of  the  female  feX,  by  traducing  and  difcrediting 
THE  Holy  Scriptures,  js  a  matter  of  publick  confideration. 
— "  This  book  goes  all  oaier  the  kingdom  ;"  are  the  words  of  "Judge 
Reynolds,  in  the  cafe  of  E.  Curl.  What  Mr.  Lewis  has  printed 
publickly  vjith  his  name,  that  I  ftate  publickly  to  the  nation. 
Pew  will  difTent  from  the  opinion  of  Lord  Raymond  and  the 
Court,  in  the  cafe  of  Qurl  above  ftated,  as  reported  by  Strange 
and  Barnardiflon  to  this  efFe£l ;  "  Religion  is  part  of  the  common 
lanvy  "  and  therefore  ^jjhate--ver  is  an  offence  againft  that,  is  an 
*'  offence  againft  THE  Common  Law."  With  this  opinion,  1 
ponclade  the  note. 

*  Juv.  Sat.  2. 
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office  it  is  to  maintain  truth,  and  to  inftruft  the  rifing 
abilities  and  hope  of  England,  that  the  author  of  it  is  a  ve- 
ry young  jnan  P  That  forfooth  he  is  a  man  of  genius  and 
fancy  ?  So  much  the  worfe.  That  there  are  very  poetical 
defcriptions  of  ca Piles  and  abbies  in  this  novel  ?  So 
miuch  the  worfe  again,  the  novel  is  more  alluring  on  that 
account.  Is  this  a  tjme  to  poifon  the  waters  of  our 
land  in  their  fprings  and  fountains  ?  Are  we  to  add  in- 
citement to  incitement,  and  corruption  to  corruption,  till 
there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  a  return  to  virtuous  action 
and  to  regulated  life  ?  Who  knows  the  age  of  this  author  ? 
I  prefume,  very  few.  Who  dofs  not  know^  that  he  is  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  ?  He  has  told  us  all  fo  himfelf.  I  pre- 
tend not  to  know,  (Sir  John  Scott  does  know,  and  prac- 
tifes  too,  whatever  is  honourable,  and  virtuous,  and  dignified 
in  iearfiing  and  prefeffional  ability)  I  pretend  not,  I  fay, 
to  know,  whether  this  be  an  objedl  of  parliamentary  ani^ 
madverfion.  Prudence  may  pofiibly  forbid  it.  But  we 
can  feel  that  it  is  an  objedt  of  moral  and  of  national  repre- 
henfion,  when  a  Senator  openly  and  daringly  violates  his 
firft  duty  to  his  {d)  country.  There  are  wounds,  and  ob- 
ftru6lions,  and  difeafes  in  the  political,  as  well  as  in  the  na- 
tural body,  for  which  the  removal  of  the  part  affecSled  is  alone 
efficacious.  At  an  hour  like  this,  are  we  to  Hand  in  cpn- 
fultation  on  the   remedy,  when  not  only  the  difeafe   is  af- 

certained, 


NOTE. 

■(d)  All  members  of  the  legiflature.  Peers,  or  Commoners, 
Ihould  join  in  fentiment  and  in  charafter  with  the  Athenian  orator, 
and  be  confidered  as  fpeaking  to  their  country  in  thele  words : — 

■ ''  H/AE(s,   ok;  Upa  xca  TOi^oi  Vfoyovuv  ti9r«pp^8(7jv  bv  t»j  n«T§(^(,  nan  ^*«Tpi?«f, 
«.ot.i  TtKnu,  »|(oi  T)!S  v[Airf fOii  ma- Tiui.  xT^.  iEfchip, :  "Z^p  HOffX'^feaQno^.'l 

3ea.  II. 
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certained,  but  the  vf  ry  ftage  of  the  difcafe,  and  itsfpecifick 
fymptoms  ?  Are  we  to  fparc  the  fharpeft  inftruments  of 
authority  an^  of  cenfure,  when  public  eftabhfliments  are 

gangrened  jn  the  life  organs  ? 

I  fear,  if  our  legiflators  are  wholly  regardiefs  of  fuch 
writingr.,  and  of  fuch  principles,  among  their  own  members, 
it  may  be  faid  to  them,  as  the  Roman  Satirift  faid  to  the 
patricians  Q'i  the  empire,  for  offences  flight  indeed,  when 
compared  to  thefe  : 

*'  Atvos  TrojugenEe  vohh  ignofcltis,  et  ([uts 
*Tur-pia  cerdoni  V^olefos  ^xwioio^^  docebunt^^  (^j 

There  is  furely  fomething  peculiar  in  thefe  days  ;  fome-= 
thing  wholly  unknown  to  our  anceflors,  But  menj  how- 
ever dignified  in  their  political  flation,  or  gifted  with  ge- 
nius and  fortune,  and  accomplifhments,  may  at  leafl:  be 
priade  afhamed,  or  alarmed,  or  convidled  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  public  opinion.  Before  that  tribunal,  and  to  the  law 
of  reputation,  and  every  binding  and  powerful  fandliori 
by  which  that  law  is  enforced,  is  Mr.  Lewis  this  day  called 
to  anfwer. 

I  would  alfo,  in  this  place,  fele£l  a  work  by  a  Romari 
Catholick  Divine,  for  that  animadverfion  it  fo  folemnly 
demands.  I  mean  the  Preface  to  the  Second  volume  of 
Pr.  Geddes's  Tranjlation  of  the  Bible.  I  really  would 
not  trujl  myfelf  to  criticize  the  Tranllation  itfeif,  after  I 
had  read  the  fifth  Chapter  of  Judges,  v.  30.  where  for  the 
v/ords,  "  To  every  man  a  damfel  or  two,"  Dr.  Geddes 

N4  tranJJateSy 

(ej  Juv,  Sat.  8,  v.  i%u 
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tranflates,  by  way  of  a  fpirited  and  inviting  improvement, 
^^  A  Girl,  A  COUPLE  OF  GIRLS  to  each  hvave  man !"  I 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Doctor's  Bravery  ; 
but  I  intend  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  Preface 
alone,  which  is  very  extraordinary  indeed,  and  by  no 
means  in  the  fpirit  which  the  facred  writings  feem  to  re- 
commend. I  am  always  pleafed  with  every  ferious  at- 
tempt to  elucidate  the  Scriptures,  and  am  as  ready  as  any 
man  to  acknowledge  the  merit  and  learning  of  an  induf- 
trious  and  ingenious  fcholar.  But  though  I  differ  effen- 
tially  from  Dr.  Geddes,  I  am  fure  I  fliall  never  call  him 
*'  apoftate,  infidel,  or  heretick"  in  general  terms,  as  he 
knows  fome  perfons  will  do;  (Pref.  p.  4.)  but  I  may  op- 
pofe  an  opinion  to  an  opinion.  The  caufe  in  which  he 
is  engaged  is  not  a  trifling  caufe,  nor  is  it,  as  we  are  fome- 
times  tojd,  an  objedt  of  mere  clajfical  criticifm,  I  thinly 
there  is  an  unbecoming  levity  in  the  Dodlor's  manner  more 
frequently  than  I  could  wifh,  and  he  exprefles  his  fenti- 
raents  in  language  not  eafily  underftood  at  all  times,  nor 
according  to  the  genius  and  common  grammar  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  tongue.  But  his  meaning  and  opinion  is,  that  "  the 
*'  Hijioriccil  Books  of  the  Old  Teftament  were  not  divinely 
*'  infpiredy  He  tells  us  fp.  12.)  of  "  a  partial  and  putative 
*'  infpiration,"  and  that  the  writers  had  not  "  a  perpetual 
*' and  unerring  fuffiationJ*''  I  do  not  quite  underftand  the 
terms,  as  they  are  too  fublime  for  a  plain  Englifhman,  but 
I  fuppofe  they  are  very  fine,  and  I  fuppofe  their  meaning 
from  other  fentences  in  the  preface.  He  fays,  fp.  3.)  that 
"  The  Hebrew  Hiflorians  wrote  them  from  fuch  human 
*'  documents  as  they  could  find,  popular  traditions,  old 
*''■  fongSy  and  publick  regiJiersJ'\  Singular  materials  truly 
for  divine  infpiration  !     But  he  fays  alfo,  "  I  venture  (and 
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*'  it  is  indeed  venturing  a  great  deal)  I  venture  to  lay  ii 
"  down  as  a  certain  truths  that  there  is  no  intrinfick  evi- 
*'  dence  of  the  Jewilh  Hill:orians  bc'mg  divinely  infpired ; 
f'  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  ftyle,  or  arrangement,  in  the 
"  whole  colour  or  complexion  of  their  coinpofitions,  that 
*'  fpeaks  the  guidance  of  an  unerring  fpirit,  but  that  on  the 
"  contrary,  every  thing  proclai?ns  the  fallihle  and  failing 
"  writer."  (p.  5.)  Dr.  G.  declares  alfo,  "  After  reading 
'*  the  Hebrew  writings,  and  finding  to  his  full  conviSlion 
"  fo  many  intrinfick  marks  of  fallibility,  error  and  in- 
^'  conriftency,  not  to  fay  dovonright  abfurdity^^  (p.  11.)  he 
could  not  believe  their  infpiration,  even  if  he  were  taught 
it  by  an  angel.  I  have  thus  introduced  the  reader  to  the 
Dodtor's  moft  explicit  opinion  ;  but  I  will  alfo  prefent  him 
with  his  folemn  affirmation,  and  he  will  eafily  decide  on 
the  propriety,  the  reafoning,  and  the  confiftency  of  it.  *' / 
"  value  them  not  the  lefs,  (fays  Dr.  Geddes)  "  becaufs  I 
*'  deem  them  not  divinely  infpired.''  (p.  12.)  If  a  man 
can  ferioufly  affert,  that  the  Scriptures  infpired  by  GoD 
(upon  that  fuppofition  being  granted)  are  not  more  valuable 
than  the  productions  of  a  mere  fallible  wretched  creature 
like  man,  in  his  beft  eftate,  I  really  could  not  lofe  my 
time  in  argument  with  that  man  however  learned,  or  how- 
ever gifted.  He  has  degraded  himfelf  from  that  rank  of 
literature  and  of  found  underllanding,  which  gives  him  a 
title  to  be  anfwered.  Dr.  Ge4des,  as  ^  fcholar,  ihouid 
r^-confider  his  chara6ler,  and  as  a  profeired  Chriflian,  lie 
fhould  rif-examine  his  principles.  I  cannot  difcufs  the 
doCtrine  of  infpiration  in  this  place  ;  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  I  fliould.  But  the  tendency  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
our  {cholars  and  guides  in  literature,  and  in  the  ftate,  and 
in  relio-ion,  fliould  be  carefully  v/atched.  ■  The  open   blal- 

phemy 
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j^eray  and  low  fcurrility  of  Thomas  Paine  has  been  let 
afide  by  juft  argument,  and  the  law  of  the  land  has  armed 
itfclf  againft  its  effect:  in  fociety.*  Mr,  Lewis,  Member 
sf  Parliament,  has  attacked  the  Bible,  as  I  have  juft  fliewn, 
in  another  and  in  a  fhorter  manner  f,  hlafphemotis  as  far  as 
it  goeSy  and  tending  to  difcredit  and  traduce  its  authority. 
And  laft  Dr.  Gedqes,  a  Tranflator  of  the  Bible,  verfed 
in  the  original  language  and  in  Hebrew  criticifm,  has  now 
begun  his  attack  alfo  on  the  hijlorical  parts,  which,  if 
they  arp  not  part  of  the  infpired  writings,  are  not  intitled 
to  the  name  of  facred  Scriptures,  It  is  difficult  to  fay, 
where  thefe  attacks  will  end.  The  times  are  fo  preca- 
jious,  and  revolt  from  all  authority  human  and  divine  fo 
frequent,  that  the  magiftrate,  the  fatirift,  and  the  critick 
have  an  united  office.  If  the  hiflorical  parts  of  the  Bible 
are  given  up,  another  man  will  arife  and  objecl  to  the  poetical^ 
parts.  Thcfe  will  be  allowed  to  have  fublimity,  and  dignity; 
but  it  will  be  afked,  why  (liould  they  be  confidered  as  infpir- 
ed? All  poetry,  we  fliall  be  told,  is  in  fome  knit  infpired  j 
Homer  and  ^fchvliis  and  Shakefpeare,  and  why  not  the  He- 
brew bards.  The  moral  portion  of  the  Scriptures  is  evidently 
full  of  wifdom  and  of  the  founded  fenfe,  and  I  fuppofe 
we  fliall  foon  hear  it  may  be  the  work  of  a  philofopher^  and 
that  morality  is  not  matter  of  infpir^tion.     A  fourth  writer 

may 


*  I  am  giad  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  excellence  of  Mr.  Er- 
Ikine's  eloquent  diclajnation  in  the  court  of  K.  B.  in  the  caufe,  on 
Newton,  Boyle,  Locke,  and  other  great  men,  the  defenders  of 
Chriftianity.- — But  my  general  opinicji  of  Mr.  Erskine's  talent 
for  writing  and  publick  fpeaking  Is  very  different.  Out  of 
Weftminlier  Hall  he  abfolutely  finks  into  nothing.  Tanquam 
in  pifirimnn  aliquod  detrudi  et  compvigi  'vidstur.  (See  ^  future 
note  on  this  Poem,  Dial.  4.) 

f  In  "  The  Monk,  a  Romance."     See  above.  Pref.  p.   jpg. 
of  Dialogue  4. 
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niay  firft  infinuatc  iviih  great  refpeil^  and  then  prove  that  ail 
prophecy  is  ambiguous  ;  and  that  the  prophecies  in  the  Bible  ' 
may  be  conje6lural,  and  therefore  no  reliance  can  be  had  on 
their  infpiration.  Laftly  we  may  be  loofely  and  jndilcri- 
fninately  told,  that  the  doSirlnal  parts  are  io  much  above 
as  well  as  contrary  %  to  human  rcafon,  that  they  could 
not  corne  from  God.  Thus  might  the  \\hole  fabrick 
vaniflr  into  air,  into  thin  air  :  or  to  reyerfe  Mr.  Gib- 
bon's phrafe,  thus  might  "  the  triumphant  banner  of 
"  the  heatljen  Capitol  be  again  ereiled  on  the  ruins  of  the 
f  Church  of  Chrifl."  Still  we  are  to  fit  filent^  flillwe  are  to 
jliear  wich  patience  the  outrageous  prefumption  of  man  bcTort 
his  merciful  Cteator  !  while  "  The  world  and  its  adora- 
f'  ble  Author,  his  attributes  and  effence,  his  power,  and 
*'  rights,  and  duty  (I  tremble  to  pronounce  the  word)  be  all 
"  brought  together  to  be  judged — BgFoRE  us."§  We  are 
to  a{Ieml?le  in  the  Temple  with  all  our  princes,  and  lords,  and 

potentates, 

K  DTE. 

X  As  the  fubjefl:  is  fo  important,  and  words  are  fo  nequent- 
\y  mifapplied  or  mifapprehended,  it  is  always  of  ufe  to  remem- 
ber the  vyords  Faith  and  Res^fon,  as  contradiftinguilhe'd  to  each 
other.  Mr.  Locke  has  defined  them  with  a  clearnefs  and  a 
precifion  which  never  can  be  exceeded,  and  which  never  fhould 
be  forgotten,  in  thought  or  in  converfation.  "  Reason,  as 
"'  contradiftinguilhed  to  Faith,  I  take  to  be  the  difcovery  cf 
"  the  certainty  or  p'obability  of  fuch  propofitions  or  truths, 
"  which  the  mind  arrives  at  by  dedudlions  made  from  fuch  ideas 
*♦  which  it  has  got  by  the  ufe  of  its  natural  faculties,  namely, 
"  by  fenfation  or  refieftion.— Faith,  on  the  other  fide,'  is  the 
"  aflent  to  any  propofiition  not  thus  made  out  by  the  dedudions 
"  of  reafoT^t  but  upon  the  credit  of  the  propofer,  as  coming  frorij 
"  God,  '>  in  fome  extraordinary  way  of  communication.  This 
"  way  of  difcovering  truths  to  men,  we  C2SS.  Revelation.''^  Locke's 
Effay  on  the  H.  U.  B.  4.  C.  18.  An  attention  to  this  accurate 
definition  would  prevent  all  confufion,  and  oftentimes,  very 
idle  or  profane  jargon  in  converiation,  Mr.  Locke's  w>6e/^  chap- 
ter on  this  fubje^t  Ihould  be  ftudied. 
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potentates,  and  venerable  orders,  and  our  high  officers,  ii^ 
all  the  gradations  and  dignities  of  our  flate  and  hierarchy, 
till  fome  Champion  of  anarchy  and  infidelity  be  brought 
forth,  as  in  fport,  and  placed  between  the  pillars.  He  may 
*«  bow  himfelf  with  all  his  might,"  but  his  ftrength,  I 
truft,  will  not  be  from  above  ;  he  will  " /^i?/ the  nature  of 
the  pillars  whereupon  the  houfe  Jiandeth  /"  I  fpeak  this  in  ge- 
neral. I  do  not  apply  it  to  Dr.  Geddes,  or  any  fuch  fcholar. 
It  is^  not  now  for  the  firfl;  time  that  the  Canon,  and  the  infpi- 
ration,  and  the  (Authenticity  of  the  Scriptures  have  been  exa- 
mined ;  and  their  internal  evidence  has  often  taught  a  diffe- 
rent lelTon.  I  cannot  help  offering  one  fuggeftion,  as  it  is 
new  to  me.  If  there  is  a  fubje6t  in  the  Bible  which 
has  been  particularly  Jingled  out  for  profane  ridicule, 
it  is  that  of  Jonah  being  fwallowed  up  in  the  whale's  belly 
three  days  and  three  nights.  Yet,  as  if  to  confound  hu- 
man wifdom,  or  fagacity,  or  vanity,  and  as  an  eternal  lef- 
fon  to  human  prefumption  on  the  fitnefs  and  unfitnefs  of 

the 


NOTE. 

§  Ogden's  Sermons,  Hallifax's  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  2. — There  was 
fomething  peculiarly  amiable  in  the  kind  arid  difinterefted  office 
which  the  late  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  Dr.  Hallifax,  undertook 
in  the  vindication  of  the  memory  and  writings  of  two  great  men, 
(quales  et  quantos  'viros  ! )  Bifhop  Butler  and  Dr.  Ogden.  It  wilj 
be  an  eternal  honour  to  that  very  acute,  learned,  and  moft  judi- 
cious prelate.  Cicero  Ihall  fpeak  for  this  prelate.  No  man  once 
better  underilood  the  ftrength  and  application  of  his  language, 
>vhen  he  filled  the  profeflbrial  chair  of  Civil  Law,  the  ulpian  of 
his  day,  in  the  Univeriity  of  Cambridge.  "  Idoneus  mea  qui- 
"'  dem  fententia,  prsefertim  quura  et  IpsjB  Eum  audi-verit  et 
*'  fcribat  de  mortuo  ;  ex  quo  nulla  fufpicio  eft  amicitis  caufa  eunn 
efl'e  mentitum."  Cic.  de  Clar.  Orat.  Seft.  15.  What  fuch  a 
writer  as  Dr.  Hallifax  has  told,  who  would  tell  again  ?  I  only 
fpeak  in  honour  to  the  memory  of  a  Scholar,  whofe  name,  and 
high  attainments  in  fcienccj,  fhoizld  be  recorded.     To  yap  yep;  ss-t^ 


C      510S      ) 

i?^(?  fuhjeils  of  infpiration,  The  Saviour  of  th^ 
World  himself  thought  proper  to  choofe  and  to  ap- 
propriate this  event  to  Himself. §  "  Js  Jonah  was  three 
"  days  and  three  nights  in  the  whale's  belly,  so  Jhail  the 
*'  Son  of  Man  be  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heari 
"  of  the  earth  r^  St,  Matt.  c.  12.  v.  40. — I  foleninly  pro- 
teft,  I  have  no  other  obje6l  in  view  in  whatever  I  have 
written,  but  tlie  good  of  man  in  all  his  bell  interefts,  coru.- 
plicatcd  as  they  are,  at  this  awful  and  prejfing  hour.  More 
\s  yet  in  our  power  than  we  may  even  imagine  ;  but  all  the 
orders  of  the  ftate  muft  unite  vigoroufly  and  powerfully 
in  their  fpecijic'k  funftioris  to  preferve  it.  The  priefts  and 
miniftcr!)  of  the  Lord  muft  alfo  fland  between  the  porch 
and  the  altar,  and  fcxert  themfelves  "  before  their  eyes  begin 
"  to  wax  dim  that  they  may  hot  fee,  arid  ere  the  lamp  of 
"  God  goeth  out  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord^  where  the 
*'  Ark  of  God  was  !"f' — I  am  defirous  that  all  perfons 
of  literature  and  good  fenfe,  and  lovers  of  their  country, 
lliould  be  convinced  to  what  end  we  may  at  laft  be  con- 
dudccd,  if  we  are  not  aware  of  our  danger. 

But  to  return.  The  objedls  of  publick  regret  and  of- 
fence are  7iow  fo  numerous  and  fo  complicated,  that  all 
the  milder  offices  of  the  Mufe  have  loft  their  influence 
and  attra6tion.  It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  fcarce  a  fub- 
je6t  in  literature  can  be  interefting  without  the  fci- 
erce  and  matter  of  politicks.     They  give  a  colour  to  our 

very 

N  0  T  fe. 

§  rn/xsioi/  luvce.  ra  U^o^pn'm  !  are  the  very  words  of  Chrift.  Cin 
ivords  be  more  explicit?  Yet  a  German  profeffor,  J.  G.  Ecchhorn, 
the  fucceflbr  of  the  great  Michaelis,  thinks  it  juftif.able  to  expel 
the  prophetick  book  of  Jonah  from  the  prefent  canon  ot  the  Scrip- 
«L)rs.~See  his  German  Introduftion  to  the  Old  Teitament, 

t  Sam.  b.  I.  ch.  3.  v.  3. 
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vefy  thoughts,  (f)  We  are  borne  down  with  a  fofce  not  to  Be 
"  refifled, 

NOTE. 

(f)  "  Quibus  cccupatus  et  olfejfus  animus  quantulum  loci  bonis 
artibus  relinquit !"  Dialog,  de  Oratoribus  C.  29.-=-=-I  cannot  refill 
giving  an  opinion  at  this  time,  (July  1797)  My  prime  objeftiori 
to  any  propofed  Miniftry  of  Mr  Fox  and  his  adherents  is  this. 
I  believe  their  principles  are  too  popular  for  the  good,  the  fafety, 
or  perhaps  for  the  exifience,  of  this  country  under  its  prefent 
conftitution.  I  believe,  that  their  defign  is  to  throw  fuch  a 
weight  of  power  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  hy  means  of  k 
Reform,  as  ivould  ultimately  mould  the  tiuo  Hoiifes  of  Parlia- 
inent  not  merely  into  a  refemblance,  but  into  the  a6lual  form 
and  relative  power  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and  the 
Council  of  Ancients.  I  am  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the  authori- 
ty and  influence  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain^  would  be  re- 
duced  far  below  that  which  is  lodged  in  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory of  France.  I  think  the  propofed  Reforms  lead,  beyond 
a  controverfy,  to  this  ijjue.  I  conceive,  that  a  great  Pcrfonage, 
in  the  cafe  of  a  change  of  Mr.  Pitt's  Miniftry,  muft  be 
apprehenfive,  to  'whom  he  is  to  be  delivered,  and  to  ivhat  he 
may  be  reduced.  The  pride  of  a  ftatefman's  underftanding, 
like  Mr.  Fox's,  in  the  plenitude  of  dignity,  will  overbear  all 
ideas  of  a  balance  of  power  in  the  orders  of  the  ftate,  and  6P 
the  fafety  of  the  country,  Qpon  its  ancient  principles,  He  has 
declared  his  opinion  ;  he  muft  not  recede.  All  will  be  facri-i 
ficed  to  that  pride  in  a  moment  of  phrenzy.  The  example  o^ 
every  ftate,  nation,  and  city,  fubdued  by  French  arms,  French 
principles,  and  French  treachery,  is  to  be  weighed  well,  as  an 
aweful  warning  in  this  kingdom,  which  may  yet  be  preferved. 
The  encroachments  oi  fuch  a  ftatefman,  as  Mr.  Fox,  (paramotint 
as  he  is  in  ability  and  in  political  eloquence  beyond  any  man) 
are  to  be  watched  and  refifted  by  all  who  think  foberly,  and 
are  independent  of  party.  Yet  Mr.  Fox  neither  could;  nor 
would,  fatisfy  the  raving  and  tyrannical  ideas  of  Honie 
Tooke  and  the  French  crew.  They  would  make  ufe  ojf 
him  to  a  certain  point.  They  would  then  declare  him  an 
enemy  to  his  country,  and  conduft  him  to  the  fcaffold. 
"  Corpora  lente  augefcunt,  cito  extinguuntur.^''^  The  fe- 
curity  of  property,  publick  and  private,  is  fhaken  by  the 
propofed  fyftem,  and  a  Revolution  (which  we  never  yet  have 
known  but  in  mere  name)  might  then  be  at  hand.     A  govern- 

§  Tacit.  Agric.  ap.  init. 
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jefifted,  when  our  very  cxiflcnce,  as  a  nation  under  its  an- 
tient  laws,  and  conftitution,  and  eftahlifliments,  has  been 
rendered  dubious.  I  would  particularly  recommend  the  fe- 
iious  perulal  of  the  account  given  by  Thucydides  of  the  demo- 
cratick  fedition  in  Corcyra.  The  reader  would  be  convinc- 
ed, that  the  fame  peculiarities  mark  all  popular  feditions  and 
lnfurre£lions,  the  fame  pretexts,  the  fame  motives.  The 
infuro^ents  declare  the  friends  of  the  lawful  and  eftablifhed 
government  enemies  to  the  popular  reprefentation  and  in- 
terefl.  Some  of  thefe.  inf argents  have  private  enmities 
to  revenge,  and  others  have  debts  to  cancel.  Death  is 
the  univerfal  folvent.  (ff)  The  hiftorian  obferves,  they 
held  forth  either  the  Ipecious  offer  of  greater  equality  of 
power  among  the  citizens^  or  a  more  temperate  form  of  arif- 

tocracy, 

k  o  •1'  E. 

ment  which  once  relaxes,  is  not  eafily  recalled  to  the  %'igotir  of 
its  ancient  principles.  We  have  among  us  ftatefmen  of  deter- 
mined and  of  true  patriotifm,  and  this  final  mifery  may  yet  be 
prevented.  We  have  a  King,  who  has  courage,  virtue^  and  firrri- 
nefs.  Of  his  Minifter,  the  Right  Hon.  Wm.  Pitt,  I  have  given 
my  opinion  often  in  ^mother  place  'j  I  have  not  altered  my  fenti- 
ments. 

I  certainly  cannot  fay  with  the  great  Satirill  under  Louis  the 

14th,    .  ^  .      ,    .        .  ,  ""^ 

"  Que  ma  vile  a  Coi^ert  infpirolt  I'allegrefle."  § 

I  fpeak,  and  I  have  fpoken,  moft  impartially  of  Mr.  Pitt.  lam 
neither  for  a  profcription  of  any  political  talents,  nor  for  an  he- 
reditary claim  to  the  publick  office  of  Prime  iMinifter.  But  if 
the  principles  of  any  ftatefman  are  fuch,  as  to  induce  a  real  and 
e^ffeEtual  change  in  the  government,  that  ftatefman  fliouid  not 
be  admitted  to  rule.     If  the  ancient  and  eltablifhed  principles 

of 

(75*)  Hear  the  great  Hiftorian  :  "  Tr,v  yi.zv  amccj  Emtpifovrn;  tcij 

Tov  Ay][j.ov  y.ctra,Xviicnv.  A'TTi^a.vov  Ttvei;  loicti;  £%Spa?  hv/.ci,  y.ai  fi,^j\oT■ 
^p^fw,u«Tw^  crip'.c-iv  o^£^^o|[AEWK  vTro  tuv  XaQovroJv.      L.  3.  Setl.  8l. 

§  Boileau  Ep.  ic. 
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tb'tracy,  or  fome  ftate  expedient  varying  ^vith  the  hour  \ 
but  each  leader  in  reality  had  his  own  private  views  of 
ambition,  or  power,  or  riches,  but  accommodated  his 
fpeeches  to  the  prevailing  humour  of  the  day.  {g)     This 


of  the  Englifli  conftitution  are  maintained,  a  Prime  Minifler 
may  conduft  publick  affairs,  even  vvifh  a  mediocrity  of  talent. 
It  is  neither  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  Lord  Lanfdown,  nor  Mr.  Fox,  nor 
Mr.  Grey,  who  are  neceflary  to  the  fundlion.  But,  by  the 
difaftrous  confent  of  the  whole  nation  and  its  Parliament,  think- 
ing rightly,  propofing  foundly,  and  meaning  hdneftly,  are 
nothing  nuithdsit  speaking  well. — Let  me  add  a  word  or  two 
on  a  f^bjed  not  quite  foreign  to  this  note.— The  example  of 
a  very  learned  and,  in  my  opinion,  of  a  very  virtuous  and  ho- 
nourabfe  man,  to  whom  the  country  is  under  much  obligation, 
Mr.  Reeves,  will  deter  any  man  from  vdunteer  effujions  in  favour 
of  any  Minifter.  It  would  not  be  amifs,  to  be  fare,  if  Mr.  R.  or 
any  other  writer,  would  read  Ariftotle  and  Quintilian  on  tropes 
and  metaphors,  before  he  adorns  his  native  language  with  all 
the  richnefs  of  imagery,  and  exerts  the  command,  which  nature 
gives  him,  dver  the  figures  of  fpeech.  Trunco,  non  frondl- 
bus,  efficit  umhram.  For  my  own  part,  when  his  pamphlet, 
*«  Thoughts  on  the  JEnglilh  Government,"  was  publilhed,  I  never 
felt  more  indignation  than  when  I  faw  this  gentleman  ungehe- 
roufly  and  fhamefully  abandoned,  and  given  up  by  Mr.  Pitt  in 
the  H.  of  Commons  to  the  malice  of  his  avowed  enemies,  and 
to  a  criminal  profecution  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  He 
was  folemnly  acquitted  of  any  libellous  intentions  ;  but  his  lan- 
guage was  imprudent.  He  fell  a  vidlim  to  metaphorical  luxuri- 
ance f  and  ftate- botany.— (See  "  Thoughts  &c."  as  above, 
pag.  1 2  and  1 3  for  Mr.  Reeves's  Simile  of  the  Conftitutional  Tree 
and  its  Branches.) 

NOTE    ON    THE    NOTE, 

f  It  vik5  th^  deep  and  important  obfervation  of  Ariftotle ; 
fey  [/.eraipDfsit  Barm  sv  ®ib)fnv.- — See  alfo  the  tenth  chapter  of  Arif- 
totJe's  Rhetorick,  Book  3.  which  I  recommend  to  all  political 
writers  and  fpeakers  ;  De  Urhaitis  Metaphoris,  or  Trspi  tuv  ecaTum, 
KM  rav  sv^oMijt.iivTuv.  Thofe  great  criticks,  Meflrs.  Fox  and  Sheri- 
dan, differed  however  effentially  from  Arillotle  in  this  point, 
in  their  Commentaries,  read  publickly  in  the  H.  of  C.  on  this 
text :  Tuv  MtTot,(pocuv  tv^oM^aci  ^a,7^iara,  «*  xaxa  avcoKoyKuv.  Rhet. 
L.  3.  c.  10.  s.  3. 
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as  wc  have  all  known,  has  been  tranfa£led  ftep  by  Hep 
upon  a  great  and  tremendous  fcale  in  France.  The  Ita- 
lian and  Belgian  flates  are  following  them  with  headftrong 
and  infuriate  revolution.  We  have  indeed  more  to 
PRESERVE  THAN  ANY  OTHER  CouNTRY  Under  heaven ; 
and  we  may,  by  wife  regulations,  hereafter  reftorc 
even  the  finances  of  the  (late.  We  muft  7tever  forget 
that  the  ftability  of  our  prefent  Conflitution  is  the  fole 
lability  .of  all  property,  publiclc  and  private.  I  fpeak 
from  awful   and  trembling   convi£lion.    Our  Ruin    can 

BE    EFFECTED     BY     POLITICAL     ReFORM     ALONE,     and    OUr 

Enemies  at  home,  and  in  France,  know  that  I  fpeak 
the  truth.  We  in  Great  Britain,  who  are  yet  in  a  con- 
dition to  preferve  ourfelves,  fee  and  read  and  feel  thefe 
things.  The  grant  of  one  demand  leads  neceflarily  to 
another  when  any  material  alteration  in  a  ftate  or  govern- 
ment is  conceded.  If  the  fecond  is  refufed  after  the  firfl: 
has  been  granted,  we  are  then  told,  that  there  is  a  want  of 
confiftence  in  the  plan,  and  that  it  were  more  advifeable 
to  have  kept  the  ftate  as  it  was,  than  to  admit  only  a  par- 
tial i-eform.  We  furely  cannot  be  faid  to  be  dup.ed  and 
fooled  by  Reformers,  without  warning  from  hiftory  and 
from  experience.  The  conjtitutional  ftatefmen  of  Great- 
Britain  cannot  7ioiu  be  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  "  a  Mo- 
"  dern  Reform  in  any  Jiate  of  Europe T     The   greater  the 

O  difficulty 


N  GTE. 

i^g)  Hear  Thucydides  again  in  his  own  language.  "  0«  ii 
Tctti;  TToXicrtv  cr^ocrTavTss  ff,iT  ovcjiiccrc;  hcas-roi  EfsrgssrK?,  ss'Xn&'iii; 
la-oy^^ix?    ■sroXiriK.i]';,    xxt   A^ia-TOK^xrtecg      (nx'ippoye?     TTfiOTCfiyia-a,   t» 

ayuvi^ofiivoi  «AA5jA«!.'y  ■sn^iyf/tiiaScii' — Kiii  ij  ^gr«  •^»^H  ec^txa 
xurxyvMs-id)?,  jj  ^u^t  xruftivoi  ro  xaaruy,  iroi^i-coi  r,7ciy  tyiV  ctvrixx 
^ihofiixtxv    ff^-sriKT^Xavai."      lb.  Sefl,  82. 
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difficulty  and  danger,  the  greater  the  fury  of  the  Revolu- 
tionifts.  Pindar  was  a  poet  and  a  ftatefman  ;  he  faid  : 
Afr^affixrav  'E^wtuv  e|iiT£g«<  fA,o!.'jtcii°"  A  man  oi  a  poetical 
mind  either  wanders  into  futurity,  or  recals  the  images 
of  other  times  and  of  other  empires.  He  can  fome- 
times  even  defcend  into  the  regions  of  terrifick  fable, 
and  give  to  his  own  country  the  fentiments  and  paflions 
of  antiquity,  and  body  forth  contending  parties  which 
are  no  more,  of  the  virtuous  and  the  valiant,  of  the  wick- 
ed, the  defperate,  and  the  frantick.  At  fuch  an  hour  as 
the  prefent,  and  with  the  obje£ls  which  we  fee  and  hear 
and  feel,  with  the  exultation  of  the  bad,  and  the  dejeftion 
of  the  good,  and  the  labours  of  great  ftatefmen  to  preferve 
us  from  final  m'lfery^  can  we  forbear  to  contemplate  the 
pidture  drawn  by  that  poet,  whofe  only  Mufes  were  Ciefar, 
and  Brutus,  and  Cato,  and  the  genius  of  expiring  Rome.f 

Trijlis  FELICIBUS  UMBRIS 

Vultus  erat ;  vidi  Decios  natumque  patremque, 
Luftrales  bellis  animas,  fientemque  Camillum. 
Abruptis  Catilina  minax  fraftifque  catenis 
Exultat,  Marilque  truces  nudique  Cethegi  : 
Vidi  ego  Isetantes,  popularia  nomina,  Drufos 
..   Legibus.  immodicos,  aufofque  ingentia  Gracchos. 
j$lternis  chalybum  nodis,  et  carcere  Ditis 
ConJlriBtz  plaiifere  manuSy  camposque  piosum  . 
POSCIT  TURBA  NOCENS  !   ( gg ) 

The 

NOTE. 

*.  Nem.  Od.  II.  f  Lucan.  Pharfal.  L.  6.  v.  784. 

(gg)  In  the  great  queftJon  of  a  Reform  in   Parliament  (i.  f. 
In  the   Houfe  of  Commons)   I  certainly  do  not  mean   to  call 

figuratively 
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The  prcfeat  Poem  was  not  compofcd  for  a  trivial  pur- 
pofc,  or  without  mature  thought.      It  is  the  fruit  and  fludy 

O  2  of 

N   o   T    i;, 

fig-iiratively  the  Miiiiftcrial  ground,  the  Campl  Piorum,  but  I 
call  the  Conilitution  of  England  and  its  defenders,  in  or  out  of 
Parliament,  by  that  name.  Nor  would  I  by  any  means  rank 
the  gentlemen  of  oppoiition  with  the  Turha  nocens.  Thd.X.  turba 
7ioct'ns  are  the  levellers  and  the  partifans  of  democracy  and  re- 
vuhition.  But  the  licence  of  poetry  we  are  told  is  coniiderable, 
if  alfumed  with  modeily.  1'he  queftion  itielf  has  nothing  to 
do  with  invention,  though,  as  I  think,  much^iSiow  is  employed  in 
the  fupport  of  it.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  in  the  oucfet  there  is 
a  liAion  or  a  deceit.  We  are  told  we  muft  recur  to  the  original 
principle  of  the  K.  of  C.  the  principle,  as  I  fuppofe,  on  which 
it  was  founded,  and  that  principle  is  declared  to  be  popular  in 
the  modern  fenfe  of  that  word.  In  this  argument  hiftorical  truth 
is  not  aflerted  ;  I  would  maintain,  that  it  is  violai.'^d.  It  is 
contrary  to  matter  of  fa6l.  The  very  origin  of  the  Houfe  it- 
felf  (the  beft  antiquaries  will  tell  you  fo)  is  rather  doubtful. 
The  more  remote  your  enquiry,  the  greater  the  demonftration 
of  its  original  weaknefs,  nay  (I  fay  it  with  grief)  of  its  politi- 
cal infignineance.  It  was  a  Council,  which  grew  out  of  a 
greater  Council,  and  it  was  defigned  to  reprefent  the  property  of 
the  kingdom.  I  will  not  infult  my  reader  with  information 
on  the  fubjett.  But  it  is  matter  of  plain  hiftorical  knovdedge 
that  its  powers,  its  fundtions,  its  freedom,  and  its  conle- 
quence  have  been  all  progrejjtve  to  a  certain  period.  That 
period  was  the  Revolution  (as  it  is,  foolifnly  called)  in 
1688.  At  that  sra  the  Houfe  of  Commons  vnder  the  Old  IVhigSy 
attained  to  the  confuramation  of  its  glory  and  to  the  ful- 
nefs  of  its  dignity  As  I  here  fpeak  of  the  original  prin- 
ciple, I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fubfequent  corruptions. 
I  muft  own  I  do  not  wifh  for  the  famous  Roman  plate  of 
brafs ;     I  am  for    no  unqualified  Ltx    R-egia.  \       Let    it    reft 

in 


NOTE   ON   THE   NOTE. 

f   See  a   Diftcrtation  "  de  ^nea  Tabula    Capitolina    Romas 
1757."     Heineccius  and  Gravina   alfo   publiffted  this  "  Lex 

"  Regia." 
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of  an  independent  and  difinterefted   life,  paffed  without 
the  incumbrance  of  a  profeffion  or  the  embarraffment  of 

bufinefs. 


NOTE. 

in  the  Capitollne  Mufeum,  that  fplendid  effort  of  Michael 
An'gelo.  I  abhor  abjeft  fervihty  and  all  its  monuments. 
I  never  wifhed,  I  am  fure  I  do  not  now  wifli,  to  fee  any 
Senate  diveft  itfelf  of  all  power.  I  would  not  fee  a  Vef- 
pafian  in  any  country  make  and  repeal  laws,  or  exercife  un- 
limited authority,  without  the  advice  and  confent  of  a  well- 
conftituted  Senate.  I  venerate  the  inftitution  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  would  preferve  it  with  my  life  ;  but  I  fhall 
vaife  up  no  tree,  trunk  or  branches,  for  a  fatal  fimile, 
like  Mr.  Reeves.  I  look  for  no  pafture  in  the  fields  of  Mi- 
nifters  or  of  Bookfellers :  nor  would  I  be  turned  out  by 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  to  graze  on  the  verdant  lawns 
of  the  King's  Bench,  once  intended  for  the  Chief  Juftice 
of  Newfoundland,  or  at  bell  to  grub  and  delve  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  Straivyard.  I  neither  recur  to  Montefquicu  nor  to  Ma- 
chiavel.  I  want  not  to  be  told  by  the  former,  that  "  our  fyf- 
tem  was  found  in  the  woods,"  or  to  hear  from  Signor  Machi- 
avel  and  Mr.  Fox,  that  "  States  may  ^row  out  ofJhape.§"     For 

my 


NOTE  ON  THE  NOTE. 


"  Regia."  It  may  be  read  at  full  length  in  Gruteri  Infcript : 
Antiq.  By  this  Law  the  Roman  Senate  in  the  mod  abjedl  ftile 
aiithorifed  Vefpafion  to  make  and  repeal  lawSf  to  declare  peace  and 
luar,  and  to  exercife  every  a9  of  an  abfolute  fovereign,  without 
waiting  for  their  confent  or  even  afliing  their  advice. — This 
authority  however  was  not  granted  to  all  the  Emperors  indlf- 
criminately  ;  they  JeleUed  (before  Vefpafian)  Auguftus,  Tibe- 
rius, and  Claudius.     I  leave  the  reader  to  his  own  refledtions. 

^  The  words  of  Machiavel  quoted  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  H.  of 
C.  on  May  26,  1797,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  reform  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  founders  of  the  French  Republick,  and  the  Re- 
founders  of  it  (for  it  has  hstn  founded  three  time  already)  feem 
always   to   have  had    Michiav.l's   Difcourfes  on  Livy  in   their 

view. 
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buliiiefs.     It  was  not  intended  merely  to  raife  a  fmile  at 
folly   or   conceit ;    but  it  was    written    with    indignation 

againft 

NOTE. 

my  own  part,  I  would  rather  find  a  fyftem  in  the  woods,  than 
in  modern  France ;  and  I  do  not  look  for  a  ne<w  political 
Dancing  Majler  every  time  there  is  a  twift  in  the  body.  To 
hear  Mr.  Fox,  as  I  perpetually  do  in  the  Houfe,  one  would 
i-eally  think  he  was  a  rival  to  Veflris  or  Diderot.  He  has  been 
long  trying  his  art  and  giving  leflbns  to  Mr.  Pitt  gratis.  That 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman's  gait  ftill  continues  as  aukward 
and  ftiff  as  ufual.  He  will  not  bend.  A  graceful  boiu  is  not 
his  ambition,  and  Mr.  Fox  dances  before  him  every  day  ivithout 
the  leajl  ej'e£t.  Mr.  Fox,  I  believe,  is  of  the  opinion  and  prin- 
ciple of  Monfieur  Marcel,  the  famous  dancing  majler  in  Qjjeen 
Anne's  reign,  who  fald,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  made 
Prime  Miuiller,  "  He  was  furprifed,  and  could  not  tell  what 
the  Queen  could  fee  in  him,  for  his  own  part  he  never  could  make 
any  thing  of  him."  To  be  fure  Mr.  Pitt  is  every  day  placed 
letiveen  the  dancing  master  ani)  his  man,  but  he  has  not 
yet  learned  grace  from  Mr.  Fox,  or  ivit  from  Mr,  Sheridan. 
Indeed  I  have  been  informed  that,   the  three  celebrated  Dancers 

and 
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view.  He  fays,  that  {i  any  power  or  powers,  (princes,  warriors, 
or  demagogues)  take  or  fubdue  any  city,  province,  or  realm, 
'*  theyjbould  make  all  things  neiu  in  the  Jlate,"  The  words  are 
moft  particular.  "  Fare  ogni  cofa  di  nuovo  in  quello  ftato,  nelle 
"  Citta  fare  nuovi  governi  con  nuovi  nomi,  con  nuova  autovita,  con 
*'  nuovi  nomini,  fare  i  poveri  ricchi,  disfare  delle  vecchie  citta, 
**  cambiare  gli  abitatori  da  un  luogo  ad  un  altro,  e  in  fom.ma, 
*'  non  lafciare  cofa  niuna,  e  che  non  via  fia  ne  grado,  ne 
**  ordlne^ne  Jlato,  ne  richezza,  che  chi  la  tiene  non  la  riconosca 
**  DA  TE  !"  Machiav.  Difcorfi  Lib.  i.  Chap.  6.  The  French 
have  religiovjly  obferved  the  advice.  We  are  told  in  the  H.  of 
C  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  the  authority  of  Machiavel  is  great.  In 
my  opinion,  all  Tyranny  is  uniform  in  its  m  ixims. 
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aofalnft   wickednefs,    againft    the   proditutton    of  fuperior 
talents,  and  the  prophane  violence  of  bad  men.     It  was  in- 
deed 


and  Ballet  mailers,  Meflrs.  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Grey,  are  pre- 
paring a  neiu  Serious  Diver tifement,  or  Pas  de  Trois,  with  neiu 
fcenes,  drejjes  and  decorations^  called,  "  Le  Directoire  Execu- 
TiF."  If  it  can  be  got  up  time  enough,  it  will  be  brought  for- 
ward this  feafon  ;  but  as  there  is  a  neeeffity  for  a  re-inforcement 
of  the  troop  from  Paris,  it  is  feared  the  old  dances  mud  con- 
tinue to  the  end  of  this  feafon,  June  1797.  It  is  propofed  that 
Vtght  fhould  be  thrown  on  the  Jlage  in  a  quite  ne'vu  manner  ;  but 
the  Ballet-mafters  will  fufier  no  perfons  to  be  on  the  ftage,  or  to 
view  the  machinery  behind  the  fcenes.  Lord  Galloway  and  La- 
dy Mary  Duncan  have  exprclfed  their  approbation  of  this  rule, 
fo  much  for  the  interell  of  the  Grand  Opera  :  though  the 
noble  Earl  is  contented  with  the  prefent  Grand  Ballet- Mafler. — 
On  a  kindred  topick  I  would  obferve  to  the  claffical  reader 
another  Jingular  circumftance  in  ancient  times.  It  is  from  the 
Roman  ftate.  Since  we  have  all  been  arming  at  home  with 
alacrity  and  prudence,  and  (what  is  confequent  to  that)  wirh 
effefi,  again!!  our  enemy,  and  the  militia  laws  have  been  ex- 
tended, it  is  curious  to  call  to  mind  the  emphatick  claufe  in  the 
ancient  Roman  law  concerning  the  exemption  of  particular  per- 
fons from  military  fervice,  called  "  De  Vacatione,"  as  learn- 
ed Civilians  well  know.  The  Claufe  is  this  :  "  Nifi  Bel- 
*'  LUM  Gallicum  'exoriatur ;"  I'n  which  cafe  not  even  the 
Priefts  were  exempted.  I  will  illuftrate  this  law  from  Plu- 
tarch and  Cicero,  but  I  will  not  tranllate  the  paffages.  Plutarch 
has  this    fmgular  remark    in   the    life  of  Marcellus :    "  Ov  ^vjv 

»i>\.XX  fAiyOiV    »    Tl     %O>^0!,     TTCi^it^i    (pO'-oOV,     OiOt     Till'     yltTHiOiO-iV,    OfAOpM    X.CCI 

•arpoToix-ir)  TToXifAoi  FvvaicrajXivoig,  ii,xi  fo  TrxXoiiov  ct.^i&)fAoi  rut  TeiXocru)!' 
(the  Gauls  or  French)  owj  /naX^rra  Vof/^octoi  ^wrcci  2ox.isa-iv,  ccts 
2ri  xai  rr,y  UoMv  vtt  etVTUv  ctTroQacXovrn,  i^  iy.iiva  oz  hf^ivo;  NofAov, 
*ST£As<?  'iivcci  G-rs^ctriicig  ra?  liqici?,  TcX-m  £'  ^'^i  rxXstrtx.og  TraXiv  i-sriX&ot 
nohifAog.  EojjAs  01  y.c/A  T6V  (po^ov  uvTiov  V,  TS  Hapoc.Tx.iVYf  M.V(iiciazg 
yeig  SK  03tA«<5  cc^Act  roa-oivrcn  TMfixniiv  an  srpoTipoy  srs  iia-np^ov 
ysvio-Sxi  MyovTxt."  Plut.  Vit.  Marcel,  p.  244.  Vol.  2.  Edit, 
igryan. — The    other  illuflralion  i»  from   Cicero   in   his  oration 

hv 
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deed,  (to  ufe  a  poet's  lUufion)  poured  forth  as  a  libation 
from  the  cup  of  Achilles,  confecrated  and  appropriated  : 

Ouri   no)   irzs-iv^ie-Ki   6iuv,    an  /ten  All  Uxrpt.    (h) 

It  is  propofed,  in  its  degree  and  according  to  its  fub~ 
je£l,  for  the  defence  of  truth,  and  with  an  honed  wifli  to 
uphold  fociety  and  the  bed  interefts  of  mankind,  but 
chiefly  thofe  of  our  own  country.  In  it  there  are  no  ima- 
ginary fubje£ls.  I  have  raifed  no  phantoms  of  abfurdity 
merely  to  difperfe  them  •,  but  the  words,  the  works,  the 
fentlments,  and  often  the  a6lionsof  the  authors  are  before 
us.     It  might  be  known  hereafter  from  this  poem  how  w© 

wrote 


for  Fontclus  J  (the  objeft  of  which  was  to  inculcate,  *'  Gallis 
"  fidem  non  habendam,  hominibus  levibus,  perfidis,  et  in  ipfos 
"  Deos  immortalesitnpiis.")  The  words  are  thefe  :  "  Ut  oportet^ 
'.'  Bello  Gallico,  ut  majorum  jura  morefque  prasfcribunt, 
■*'  Nemo  est,  Civis  Romanus,  qui  fill  ulla  excufatione  utendum 
"  putet."  Orat.  pro  Fonteio.  Seft.  i6.  fab  iin.  Cic.  Op.  Ed. 
Barbou.  Vol.  4.  p.  393. — We  have  not,  and  I  truH  we  never 
fhall  liave,  the  fame  caufe  for  apprehenfion  from  the  French  as 
the  Romans  had  from  the  Gauls.  They  never  have  taken  our 
CITY,  and  while  we  are  true  to  ourfelves,  as  toe  now  are,  they 
never  will  or  can  take  it.  But  the  danger  is  and  ever  will  be 
great,  from  their  vicinity,  ^tx  tjjv  yarvixa-iv.  The  words  are  from 
Plutarch  :  Mr.  Burke  has  written  the  commentary. :[;  "  Vocem 
adyti  dignam  templo  I"     (July  1797.) 

(hj  Horn.  II.  16,  v.  227. 
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X  Two  Letters  on  the  Peace.     (Ed.   Rivington  1 796.)  pag. 
315,  &c. 
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wrote  and  thought  in  this  age,  and  not  unfrequeatly  how 
we  conduced  ourfelves. 

There  is  one  fubjeft  which  I  have  prefled  upon  the 
attention  of  the  nation,  which  in  this  refpe£l  feems  to  be 
in  a  Hate  between  flumber  and  alarm  ;  in  the  fupinenefs 
which  attends  the  former,  and  with  that  confufion  in 
ideas  and  meafures,  which  too  frequently  accompanies  ter- 
ror. Compaffi-on,  mercy,  felf  prefervation,  integrity  of 
principle,  Chriftian  charity,  the  uncertainty  of  the  mortal 
condition,  the  convulfion  of  empires  and  of  ftates,  have 
all  and  each  varioully  confpired  to  direft  the  meafures  of 
our  government  with  refpeft  to  the  French  Roman  Ca- 
tholick  Emigrants,  and  in  particular,  to  the  French 
Priefts.  I  have  flated  in  different  places  my  opinion  on 
this  important  fubjed.  I  continue  to  call  aloud  upon  this 
country  and  its  minifters  to  regard,  with  mhnite  e'lrciim- 
[peElmii  THESE  MSN  AND  THEIR  CAUSE.  The  mofl  rc- 
prehenfible  part  of  Mr.  Burke's  publicl;  condu£l  has 
been  in  this  point.  Great  and  venerable  as  I  hold  him, 
iti  this  I  praife  him  not.  I  maintain  that  the  vigilance  of 
the  Roman  Catholicks  is  erecl  and  on  the  tiptoe  of  expec- 
tation •,  it  is  fcarcely  fufpended  by  flumber.  I  fpeak  alfo 
on  another  account.  There  is  fuch  a  connexion  between 
fuperftition  and  atheifm,  and  their  allies  cruelty  and  ty- 
ranny, that  the  wifeft  and  mod  experienced  flatefmen 
and  moralifts  have  declared  it  to  be  indiflbluble.  In  their 
caufe,  they  would  unite  with  any,  even  with  Jacobin,  prin- 
ciples. Hear  Dr.  HufTey  the  titular  Bifhop  of  Waterford 
jn  Ireland  in  his  late  paftoval  Letter,  (i)  "  The  Catho- 
LiCK  FAITH  (i.  e.  the  tenets,  the  do£lrines,  the  fuperfti- 
tions,  the  abfurdities,  the  follies,  the  cruelty,  and  the  ty- 
ranny 
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r,uiny,  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  whatever  makes  it  tii 
differ  from  any  other  external  eflabliflnncnt  of  Chriftianity) 

The 


(I)  See  *'  A  Pafloral  Letter  to  the  Catholick  Clergy  of  Wa- 
terford  and  Lifmore  in  Ireland,  by  the  R.  R.  Doiftor  HufTey." 
London,  reprinted  by  P.  Coghlan,  Duke  Street,  Grofvenor 
Square.  1797.  His  titular  Lordfliip's  idea  of  "  a  man  of  true 
Hberallty  is  this  ;  "  that  he  lives  in  charity,  in  concord,  in 
amity,  with  all  others  of  every  reh'gions  perfualion  ;  with  whom 
a  difference  in  religious  opinions  makes  no  difference  in  focial 
h'fe,  &c,  &c."  (p.  6.)  Very  liberal  indeed  ;  this  is  the  text. 
But  his  Lordfliip,  in  the  natural  coiifiifion  of  ideas  in  his 
country  has  prejixed  the  comment.  Qc£  the  preceding  page. 
The  words  are  thefe  :  "  Remonftrate  (fays  his  Lordfhip)  with 
"  any  parent,  who  will  he  fo  criminal  as  to  cxpofe  his  offspring 
*'  to  thcfe  places  of  educaiion  (the  Charter  Schools,  &c.  &c.  as  I 
*'  fuppofe)  where  his  religious  faith  and  morals  arc  hkely  to  be 
*'  perverted.  If  he  tvill  vot  at/erid  to  your  iK-mon^lrnnceSf  (he  is 
*'  {peaking  to  the  Roman  Catholick  Clergy)  refi/fe  him  the  par- 
*'  ticipation  of  Chrill's  body  ;  if  ht  {hould  fii  11  continue  olfi- 
**  nate,  denounce  him  to  the  Chusch,  in  order  that,  ac- 
*'  cording  to  Chrift's  commandment,  he  be  cciifdered as  a  hieaihen 
♦*  and  a  publican."  p.  5.  We  know  the  fcnfe  of  Chrift  5  and 
we  know  the  fenfe  ivhicb  the  Roman  Catholick  Church 
annexes  to  thefe  'words.  But  this  is  Liberality  i  !  ! — Hear 
his  titular  Lordihip  once  mure.  Speaking  of  the  total  repeal 
of  the  Popery  Laws  in  Ireland,  he  ivarns  thofe  who  oppofe  it 
in  thefe  terms,  page  10.  "The  vast  rock  is  already  detached 
"  from  the  viountain's  brozu,  and  ivhoe'ver  opposes  its  dcfcent  and 
"  removal,  must  be  crushed  by  his  own  rafii  endeavours." 
Is  the  common  fenfe  of  England  and  Ireland  drtirJ:  ?  Or  if  it 
has  llept,  will  it  not  now  awake  ?  Can  any  man  fay,  that  the' 
political  fpirit  of  the  Roman  Cathoirdc  Religion  is  estinft,  that 
it  is  dead,  that  it  is  dying  ?  This  titular  bilhop  warns  us  plain 
enough.  He  has  rocks  and  mountains  at  command,  and  the 
powers  of  nature  in  their  gigantick  admeafuremcnts  appear  at 
his  great  bi-dding.  In  Ireland  it  might  be  of  ufe  to  difcufs  this 
paftoral  Letter  in  toto.  If  I  were  an  Irifhman,  I  would  do  fo  y 
bill  the  bufinefs    in    England  is  yet  very  difFerrnt.      Let  me    add 

a  wcrd 
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"The  CathoHckfaiir!)  (hys  his  titu/ar  horddi'ip)   is   fuitable' t£>' 
5// climes,  and  n// forms  of  government,  monarchies  of  re- 

puhlkksj 

NOTE." 

a  word  or  two.  It  may  be  worth  while  at  this  period  when  al! 
eflablifh'ments  are  fhaking,  to  conllder  frequently,  that  "  a 
"  Religious  Eftablilhment,  under  any  form,  is  not  the  religion 
*'  itielf,  but  the  mode  of  preferving,  inculcating,  and  continu- 
"  ing  the  religion."  There  is  a  religion  which  may  be  and  is 
politicalj  and  another  which  is  real.  I  will  give  a  paflage 
from  the  admirable  Preface  to  the  tranflation  of  Xenophon's 
Cyropsdia,  written  with  great  compafs  of  thought  and  precifion 
of  argument,  by  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  family,  erudition  and 
virtue,  the  Hon.  MAUPaCE  Ashley.  I  cannot  refrain  from 
obferving  with  pleafure,  that  \Lord  Malmesbury  and  myfelf 
may  have  a  natural  partiality  for  the  memory  of  that  accom- 
plilhed  and  well-in ilrufted  gentleman.  "  Real  Chriftianity 
"  (fays  he)  is  none  of  all  thefe  changeable  eftablifliments  and 
*'  human  inllitutions,  nor  ever  can  be,  but  Jlands  upon  its  own 
^\  foot.  Whether  it  be  the  religion  of  the  multitude,  and  na- 
"  tional  or  not  national,  or  whatever  be  the  forms  of  it  in 
"  national  edablidiments, /'/ «  one  and  the  fame  in  itfelf  hrm  and' 
"  unalterable,  and  will  undoubtedly  remain  fo  to  the  end  of  the 
"  ivurld,  whether  owned  or  not  owned  by  any  publick  eftablifli- 
*'  ment  indifferently."  Mr.  A's  Pref.  pag.  8.  I  enter  not  into 
the  expedience,  inftitution  and  relative  excellence  of  religious 
eftablifliments  in  this  place.  It  is  not  here  the  queflion  ;  if 
It  were,  I  am  not  without  Vny  fentiments  or  without  words  to 
enforce  them.  I  hope  indeed  we  may,  and  fhally^zV/  jiiftify  the 
expreffions  of  a  great  writer  :  "  JVe  are  feparated  from  the 
"  errors,  and  freed  from  the  chains  of  Popery,  ivithout  breaking 
"  out  into  a  fate  of  religious  anarchy  J'  But  I  give  Mr.  Afldey's 
words  as  a  general  obfervation  to-  a//  thofe  who  eileem  the  down- 
fall 01  fucb  an  elfablifliment  as  Popery  to  be  the  downfall  of  the 
Chriilian  religion,  than  which  no  opinion  can  be  more  un- 
founded. To  the  Roman  Catholick  fvfem  of  reHgion,  whether 
in  its  vigour  and  plenitude  of  power,  or  in  its  decline,  or 
in  its  Jlruggle  for  revival,  the  words  of  the  poet  may  be  applied 
figuratively  and  literally : 

In 
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pyblicksy  arlflocracies,  or  df.mocracies."  (p.  9.) 
Right.  Does  his  Lonllhip  fpeak  intelligibly  ?  That 
■which  is  true  of  Chriftianity  in  ttj'clf  and  by  itfelf  ahnCi 
independent  of  any  eftabliniment  whatfoever,  that  they 
a/lert  of  their  own  tyrannical  fuperftition.  They  will 
ihew  the  arm,  and  the  fword,  of  heaven  interefted  and 
a6live  for  them.  They  will  tell  you,  (whenever  they  have 
the  power  or  even  the  probability  of  attaining  that  power) 
that  their  caufe  alone  is  from  above.  They  feparate  their 
fpiritual  rulers  from  the  temporal  governors  of  the  flate, 
and  aiTert  the  fuperior  dignity  and  paramount  authority 
of  the  former  ;  and  this  they  thunder  in  the  ears  of  aa 
armed  foldiery.  They  tell  you,  that  the  oppofers  of  the 
Roman  Catholick  caufe  are  facrilegious  in  the  eye  of 
heaven  ;  and  that  upon  them,  in  a  mafs,  the  great 
STONE  will  fall  and  grind  them  to  powder.  I  know  the 
flate  of  Ireland,-]-  and  the  declarations  of  the  titular  bifliops 

in 

NOTE. 

In  fua  templaywr/V,  nuliaqae  exire  vetante 
Materia,  magnamque  cadens  magnamque  revertens 
T)?i.t  J}ragem\a.X.h,  sPARSOSCiyE  recolligit  ignes. 

Lucan,  L.  T. 

f  There  is  fometliirig  peculiarly  ungrateful  in  the  condudl  of 
this  titular  Biihop  of  Waterford.  Particular  attention  has  been 
paid  to  Dr.  HufTsy  by  the  adminifhation  of  Ireland,  as  Lord 
Camden  knows.  But  in  this  country  I  fhould  hardly  be  un- 
derftood  if  I  were  to  enumerate  the  particulars  luhich  I  ktiotu. 
I  have  fpoken  in  terms  very  moderate  indeed  of  this  Paftoral 
Letter,  under  the  circumjlances  of  its  publication.  My  reprehen- 
fion  has  been  confined  to  the  fpirit  of  it.  It  will  be  perceived  bv 
jome  perfons  that  I  write  S-jveto-'f*. 

Talibus  ex  adylo  diftis  Cum  j.a  Sibylla 
Horrendas  canit  ambages,  antroque  remugit 
O'lfcuris  vera  i/rvohyns  / 
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in  that  country.  But  that  fubjeft  is  not  properly  rri'me,, 
though  it  is  intimately  connedled  with  it.  All  I  have  to 
do  is  to  fhew,  (and  I  think  I  have  {hewn  it  to  all  who  will 
attend,)  that,  **  the  spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholick  Syjiem  is 
yet  wiahered"  In  England  the  French  Priefts,  in  a  body, 
have  been  chafed  from  the  King's  Caftle  at  Winchefter  : 
but  our  government  has  yet  a  facred  fortrefs  or  two  at 
Reading,  and  Shcne,  and  in  Yorkfhire  ;  and  it  appears 
that  a  fum  of  Five  Hundred  and  Forty  Thousand 
Founds  (b)  has  been  iilued  for  the  ufe  of  the  French 
Emigrants,  facred  and  profane^  in  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1796.  This  is  ratified  by  the  vote  of  Parliament.  On 
this  particular  topick  I  fiiall  fay  nothing  further  in  this 
place. 

The 


(h)  On  the  21ft  of  Dec.  1796,  "  The  Houfe  of  Commons 
■*'  in  a  Committee  of  Supply,  among  other  fums,  voted  a  fum 
*'  of  540,000 1.  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferlng  clergy  and  laity  of 
^'  France."  Woodfall's  Parliamentary  Regifter.  1796.  Vol. 
I.  page  524,  It  is  fmguiar  (and  it  will  be  remembered  by  thofe 
who  are  verfed  in  the  interior  politicks  of  this  country  in  the 
reign  of  Q_ueen  Anne)  that  in  Swift's  Examiner  Nov.  17 10, 
No.  16.  \\.\z  exaS  fum  of  540,0001.  is  ftated  humoroufly,  as  "  a 
'*  Bill  of  Britifh  ingratitude"  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, viz.  "  Woodftock  40,0001.  Blenheim,  200,000.  Poll 
Office  grant,  ioo,oool.  Mildenheim,  30,000!.  Pitlu res,  jewels, 
&:c.  6o,oool.  Pall  Mall  grant  &c.  io,oool.  Employments  &c. 
loo,oool.  The  total  exaHly  540,000."  Thus  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century  did  the  Britifli  nation  remunerate  the  conque- 
ror OF  FRANCE  !  And  thus,  at  the  clofe  of  it,  are  the  Services  oi 
the  French  Emigrants,  facred  and  profane,  annually  requited  by 
the  munificence  of  the  Britifh  Parliament!!!  We  know  where 
it  is  written  in  letters  of  marble  ; 

FuROPiE   HiEC   ViNDEX  GenIO  DECORA  ALTA  BrITANNO! 
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The  fubje6ls  of  this  poem  have  been  from  neceffity 
various  and  numerous,  far  beyond  my  original  conception. 
But  a  mighty  and  majeftick  river  in  its  courfe  through 
a  diverfity  of  countries  not  only  winds  and  murmurs  in 
the  vallies,  but  contends  and  foams  among  rocks,  and  pre- 
cipices, and  the  confluence  of  torrents.  Still  its  tendency 
is  to  the  ocean,  to  which  it  pays  its  lafh  tribute,  and  is 
finally  loft  in  that  immenfity.  In  literature  the  mind  rc- 
fembles  fuch  a  courfe.  All  its  exertions  may  be  turne^T 
into  one  grand  and  general  direction.  The  mind,  if  well 
regulated,  remembers  from  whence  it  came,  and  feels  that 
all  its  powers  and  faculties  are  but  minifterial.  I  think 
it  is  fomewhere  exprefled  in  the  concife  fublimity  of 
Plato,  n^oj  TO  Ki^tov  EteAs^sv.  Under  the  influence  and 
perfuafion  of  this  great  and  mafter  principle  the  mind 
fo  prepared,  whether  ferious,  or  gay,  or  thoughtful,  or 
fprightly,  or  even  fantaftick  in  its  humour,  is  ftill  per- 
forming its  proper  ofBce.  Philofophy  and  criticifm  can- 
not reach  fome  fubjecbs,  which  fap  the  foundation  and 
fupport  of  well-being.  Playfulnefs,  ridicule,  wit,  and  hu- 
mour, are  the  auxiliaries  and  light-armed  forces  of  truth, 
and  their  power,  in  detachments,  is  equally  felt  with  the 
main  ftrength  of  the  body. 

There  is  one  defcription  and  feO:  of  men,  to  whom 
more  than  common  reprehenfion  is  due,  and  who  can- 
not be  held  up  too  frequently  to  the  publick  fcorn  and 
abhorrence.  1  mean  the  modern  philofophers  of  the 
French  fyftem.  Mr.  Burke  has  thundered  upon  them, 
and  his  lightning  Oione  through  their  darkeft  receiTes. 
"  I'he  fuddeti  blaze  far  round  illiunined  HellP  This 
monftrous   compound    of    the   vanity   and    weaknefs    of 

the 
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the  intelle£l,  and  the  fury  of  the  paffions  in  fome  of 
them,  this  "  facinus  majoris  abollae,"  ftiould  be  expofed 
with  the  full  ftrength  of  argument  and  of  reafon,  and 
with  occafional  ridicule,  to  the  Englifli  nation  in  every 
point  of  view.  In  other  philofophers  of  this  fyflem, 
there  is  a  calmnefs  and  compofure  in  their  mental  opera^ 
tions,  more  favage  than  the  violence  of  the  former.  Their 
fubje£l  is  the  living  man^  Before  them  he  is  delivered, 
bound  hand  and  foot.  On  him  their  experiments  are  to  be 
tried  j  and  when  his  whole  compofition,  moral  and  poli- 
tical,  is  either  racked,  or  disjointed,  or  the  minuter  parts 
of  it  laid  bare  to  the  eye,  and  the  very  circulation  oi.  the 
fluids,  as  it  were,  fliewn  in  the  agonizing  fubje6l  ;  this 
they  favagely  call,  fludying  and  improving  human  nature 
by  the  new  light.  But  I  will  not  proceed  on  this  fubje£V. 
Great  and  venerable  is  the  name  and  influence  of  the  true 
philofophy.  The  word  may  be  difgraced  for  a  feafon, 
but  the  love  of  ivifdom  mufl  always  command  refpedl. 
When  we  compare  thefe  modern  philofophers  who  rejeB 
all  revelation,  with  the  philofophers  of  antiquity,  and  in 
particular  thofe  of  the  Stoick  fed:,  who  ivere  ignorant 
of  it,  the  difference,  to  fay  no  more,  is  indeed  ftriking. 
What  were  Socrates,  and  Plato,  and  Epi£letus,  and  Ci- 
cero, and  Antoninus  !  Before  fuch  lights,  fiilning  in  tlie 
darknefs  and  gloom  of  the  heathen  firmament, 
Conditur  omne 
Stellarum  vulgus,  j'7/^.'.v;;/'j'r;;i'  nomine  figna,  (cfj 

As  I  am  fpeaking  of  Philofophy,  I  may  be  excufed  if  I 
fay  a  few  words  of,  that  language,   in  which  its  power  has 

been 

(d)   Manil  Aftro-n.  L.  i.  v,  470, 
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been  mofl  confpicuous.  I  fee  no  more  pedantry  in  the 
knowledge  and  ftudy  of  the  Greek  tongue,  than  of  the 
French  or  the  German.  But  when  I  confider  that  every 
fubjedt  in  philofophy,  in  hiftory,  In  oratory,  and  in  po- 
etry, whatever  can  dignify  or  embellifli  human  foclcty  in 
its  moft  cultivated  ftate,  has  there  found  the  hig'heft  au- 
thors j  that  the  principles  of  compofition  are  better  taught 
and  more  fully  exemplified  than  in  any  other  language  j 
that  the  Greek  writers  are  the  univerfal  legiflators  in  tafte 
criticifm,  and  jufl  compofition,  from  whom  there  is  no  ap- 
peal, and  who  will  be  found  unerring  directors ;  I  would 
with  a  peculiar  emphafis  and  earnellnefs  requeft  young 
men  of  fortune,  ability,  and  poliilied  education,  not  to  cad 
off  the  ftudy  of  the  Greeic  wtiters,  when  they  leave  the  uni- 
verfity.  A  few  hours  devoted  to  this  ftudy  in  every  week 
will  preferve  and  improve  their  knowledge.  It  will  ani- 
mate the  whole  mafs  of  their  learning,  will  give  colour  to 
their  thoughts  and  precifion  to  their  exprefiions.  There 
is  no  neceffity  either  to  quote  or  to  fpeak  Greek  •,  but  the 
conftant  perufal  of  the  hiftorians,  phiiofophers,  orators, 
and  poets  will  be  felt  and  perceived.  In  parliament  and  at 
the  bar  it  would  be  moil  confpicuous.  (a )     They  who  are 

wife 


fa)  Plutarch  defcribes  the  firft  Marcellus,  (the  flrft  of  that 
diftinguiflied  race)  as  a  warrior  of  experience  and  intrepidi- 
ty, humane  and  polifhed  in  his  manners,  and  a  great  lover 
of  the    Greek  literature  ;  the  words  are  thefe  :   Tsj  (aiv  ty^zs-ag^M 

6oiVfA(x,^iiv    raj    Kx-rc^S^vrxq-,    i^ccfTn?"       Plut.    Vit.    Marceli.    p. 
■242.  vol.  2.  Ed.  Bryan. — As  we  have  now  fo  many  gentlemen  of 

fortune 
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wife  will  fecretly  attend  to  this  recommendation,  which 
muft  be  difinterefted,  and  proceeds  from  long  experi- 
ence. 

In  regard  to  the  manner  and  the  plan  of  this  Poem  on  the 
P.  of  L.  I  have  fomething  to  fay,  but  my  refpedl  to  the 
reader  prevents  me  from  faying  much.  It  afpires  not  to 
the  manner  or  the  praife  of  the  Dunciad,  or  to  any 
thing  whatfoever  in  common  with  that  great  performance. 
The  original  motive  of  it  however,  in  my  opinion,  is  as  far 
fuperior  in  importance  and  dignity,  as  the  power  and  abi- 
lity of  the  author  fall  fhort  of  that  poetical  excellence, 
which  none  hereafter  muft  hope  to  rival  or  perhaps  to  attain. 
Its  general  fubjedl  is  Literature  however  exerted,  whe- 
ther for  the  benefit,  or  for  the  injury  of  mankind.  It  has 
nothing  of  the  mock  epick.  It  is  a  dialogue  ;  has  fomething 
of  a  dramatick  call,  and  is  an  excurfus.  The  fubjefts  fol- 
low each  other  •,  and  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  they  are  nei- 
ther confounded  nor  confufed.  If  there  be  in  the  whole 
compofition  any  paflage,  any  fentence,  or  any  espref- 
iion,  which,  according  to  the  fpecifick  nature  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  can  juftly  offend  even  female  delicacy  :  which,  from 
the  manner  of  it,  a  gentleman  would  refufe  to  write,  or 
a  man  of  virtue  to  admit  into  his  thoughts  :  which  vio- 
lates the  high,   and  difcriminating,    and  honourable,   and 

direQing- 


NOTE. 

jortime  and  family  and  education  and  ability  among  the  officers  of 
the  army  and  the  militia,  I  wifli  they  may  read  this  Bote,  aad 
be  Induced  to  employ  fome  of  their  vacant  hours  In  valuable 
ftudies  ;  and,  like  the  great  chiefs  among  the  ancients,  refume 
and  vindicate  the  honour  of  learned  military  leifure» 
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vlire£ling  principles  of  human  conduifl,  it  is  to  me  mat- 
ter of  ferious  and  of  folemn  regret.  I  am  not  confcious  of 
having  admitted  any  fuch  paflage,  or  fentence,  or  expref- 
lioti.  I  have  never  yet  heard  fuch  an  objeftioii  to  my 
work.  If  it  can  be  pointed  out,  I  will  erafe  it  with  much 
concern  and  great  indignation. 

I  fliould  alfo  give  a  few  words  to  the  manner  of  the 
notes  which  I  have  annexed,  and  which  are  fo  frequent  aiid 
fo  copious.  I  wiihed  not,  as  Boileau  exprefles  it,  to 
prepare  tortures  for  any  future  SalmafiuSy  (fj  and  I  too 
well  know  my  own  infignlficance  to  expe£l:  any  com- 
ment on  my  writings,  but  from  my  own  pen.  I  have  made 
no  allufions  which  I  did  not  mean  to  explain.  But  I 
liad  fomething  further  in  my  intention.  The  notes  are 
not  always  merely  explanatory ;  they  are,  ■  (if  I  have 
been  able  to  execute  my  intention)  of  a  ftrufture  rather 
peculiar  to  themfelves.  Many  of  them  are  of  a  nature 
between  an  efTay  and  an  explanatory  comment.  There  is 
much  matter  In  a  little  compafs,  fuited  to  the  exigency  of 
the  times.  A.s  they  take  no  particular  form  of  com-pofi- 
tion,  they  are  not  matter  of  criticifm  in  that  particular 
refpe6l.  I  expatiated  on  the  cafual  fubjeft  which  pre- 
fented  itfelf;  and  when  ancient  or  modern  writers  ex- 
prefled  the  thoughts  better  than  I  could  myfelf,  I  have 
given  the  original  languages.  No  man  has  a  greater  con* 
tempt  for  the  parade  of  quotation  (as  fuch)  than  I  have. 
My  defign   is   not   to  quote   words,  but  to  enforce  rig  t 

P  fenti- 


(f)  "  Aux  Satmaifes  futiirs  preparer  des  tortures" 

Boil.  Sat.  9.  V.  64. 
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fentiments  in  the  manner  which  I  think  beft  adapted  to 
the  puipofe,  after  much  refle£i;ion.  To  moil  of  my  readers 
thofe  languages  are  familiar  ;  and  if  any  perfon,  not  parti- 
cularly converfant  in  them,  fliould  honour  the  notes  with 
a  perufal,  I  think  the  force  of  the  obfervations  may  be  felt 
without  attending  to  the  Greek  or  Latin.  In  all  regular 
compofitions  I  particularly  dlHike  a  mixture  of  languages. 
It  is  uncouth  or  inelegant,  and  fometimes  marks  a  want 
of  power  in  the  writer.  In  works  of  any  dignity  or  con- 
fequence,  it  is  advifeable,  if  a  pafl'age  from  any  ancient 
author  is  quoted,  to  tranfiate  that  paflage  in  the  text,  and 
put  the  original  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  if  neceflary. 
We  have  in  this  refpeft  the  authority  and  example  of  Ci- 
Cero,  Bifhop  Hurd,  and  Sir  William  Jones. 

In  general,  I  could  fay  all  I  wifhed  in  the  text  and 
comment.  Some  fubje£ls  are  indeed  fo  important,  that 
they  fbould  be  held  forth  to  publick  light,  and  viewed  in 
every  point.  Satire,  in  this  refpect,  has  peculiar  force. 
Vice  is  not  unfrequently  repreffed,  and  folly  and  prefuij^p- 
tuous  ignorance,  and  conceit  fometimes  yield  or  vaniih  at 
the  firfl;  attack,  and  like  the  fabled  fpirits  before  the  fpell 
of  the  enchanter. 

Prima  vsl  voce  Canentis 
Concedunt,  carmenque  timent  audire  secundum,  (g) 

I  again  declare  to  the  publick,  that  rieither  my  name^ 
nor   my  Jttuation    in   life   will  ever   be  revealed.     I  pretend 

not 


(g)  Lucan,  L.  6.  v.  527. 
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not  to  be  "  the  fole  depofitary  of  my  own  fecret",  but 
where  it  is  confided,  there  it  will  be  preferred  and  locked 
up  for  ever.  I  have  an  honourable  confidence  in  the  hu- 
sTian  chara£ler,  when  properly  educated  and  rightly  in- 
ftrudled.  My  fecret  will  for  ever  be  preferved,  Ihionv^ 
under  every  change  of  fortune  or  of  political  tenets,  while 
honour,  and  virtue,  and  religion,  and  friendly  afFe£lion, 
and  erudition,  and  the  principles  of  a  gentleman,  have 
binding  force  and  authority  upon  minds  fo  cultivated  and 
fo  dignified. 

My  Poeni  and  all  and  each  of  the  notes  to  It  were  written 
ivithciit  any  co-operation  whatfoever.  I  expe£l  the  fullejl 
'ijjcnt  and  credit  to  this  my  folemn  aflertion.  I  expc£t 
it,  becaiife  I  /peak  the  truth.  I  have  not  been  affifted  by 
Dodlors  in  any  faculty.  If  indeed  I  had  written  to  pleafe 
a  particular  man,  a  minifter,  a  chief  in  oppofition,  a  par- 
ty, any  fet,  or  any  defcription  of  men  eptclufivelyy  litera- 
j-y  or  political,  there  is  not  a  man  of  underftanding  in 
the  country  who  does  not  perceive  that  I  (hould,  or  rather 
that  I  mujl^  have  written  in  another  ftyle,  thought  and 
argument.  Of  fuch  motives  I  profefs  myfelf  not  fkilled 
nor  ftudious.  My  appeal  is  direB  to  my  Country.  I 
know  and  feel  the  fituation  in  which  at  this  moment  she 
ftands.  There  is  now  no  balance  left  in  Europe.  All  is 
preparing  to  fink  under  One  desolating  Tyranny. 
My  opinion  however  is,  that  by  the  mercy  of  Provi- 
dence, and  by  the  unremitted  attention  and.  labours  of 
our  conjlitutional  ftatefmen,  and  the  unit  id  efforts  of  all 
that  are  loyal,  brave,  opulent,  powerful,  or  dignified, 
WE  may  yet  *'  be  able  to  ftand  in  this  evil  day,  and 
"  having  done  all  To  stand."  Let  us  ftand  therefore, 
P  2  as 
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as  the  chofen  nation  of  old,  the  infulated  memorial  of  true 
Religion,  and  the  only  Afylum  of  balanced  Liberty.  I 
profefs  myfelf  convinced,  and  therefore  have  I  written. 
I  entered  into  the  fanfluary  of  the  Hebrews  and  heard 
the  voice  of  their  prophet :  "  Credidi,  propter  quod  locu- 
*'  tus  fum."  This  was  the  voice  which  I  heard,  and  it 
was  a  voice,  as  Milton  would  exprefs  it,  '^  thundering 
**  out  of  Sion."  Under  this  perfuafion  and  conviction, 
i  will  fay  of  this  work,  there  is  in  it  but  one  hand,  and 
one  intention.  It  will  be  id/e  to  conjedlure  concerning 
the  author,  and  more  than  Jvoli/h  to  be  'very  inquifitive. 
To  my  adverfaries  I  have  nothing  to  reply.  I  never  will 
reply.  I  could  v/ith  the  moll  perfe6l  charity  fing  a  re- 
quiem over  their  deceafed  criticifms,  if  I  were  mailer  of 
what  Statins  calls  the  "  Exequiale  facrum,  carmenque  mi/io- 
ribus  umbris  utile.  (Z')"  Thofe  whom  I  wifned  to  pleafe, 
I  have  pleafed.  If  I  have  diffufed  any  light,  it  is  from  a 
fingle  orb,  whether  temperate  in  the  horizon,  or  blazing  in 
the  meridian.  My  afpe£t  is  not  in  conjunclion  :  if  I  cul- 
minate at  all,  it  is  from  the  Equator, 

Thus  much  to  filly  curiofity  and  frivolous  garru!it)^ 
But  to  perfons  of  higher  minds,  and  of  more  exalted  and 
more  generous  principles,  who  have  the  fpirit  to  under- 
lland,  and  the  patience  to  confider,  the  nature  and  the 
labour  of  my  work,  I  would  addrefs  myfelf  in  other  lan- 
guage, and  with  other  arguments.  I  would  declare  /o 
ihem,  that  when  I  confider  the  variety  and  importance  and 
extent  of  the  fubjedls,  I  might  fay  that  it  was  v/ritten, 

*^  though 

{h)  Stat,  Theb.  'L.e.yi.  123. 

's  ■ 
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"  though  for  no  other  caufe,  yet,  for  this,  that  pofterlty  may 
*'  know,  that  we  have  not  loofely  through  filence  per- 
"  niitted  things  to  pafs  away  as  in  a  dream."  I  would 
declare  alfo  to  ihcin,  that  1  deUver  it  as  A  literary 
MANIFESTO  lo  this  Kingdom  in  a  feafon  unpropitious  to 
learning  or  to  poetry,  in  a  day  of  darkuefs  and  of  thick 
gloominefs,  and  in  an  hour  of  turbulence,  of  terror,  and  of 
uncertainty.  Such  perfons  will  be  fatisiied,  if  the  great 
caufe  of  mankind,  of  regulated  fociety,  of  religion,  of  go- 
vernment, and  of  good  manners,  is  attempted  to  be  main- 
tained with  ftrength  and  with  the  application  of  'earning. 
To  them  it  is  a  matter  of  very  little,  or  rather  or  no  mo- 
ment at  all  by  whom  it  is  efFe£led.  They  have  fcarce  a 
tranfitory  queftion  to  make  on  the  fubjecl.  To  fuch  un- 
derftandings  I  willingly  fubmit  my  compofition,  and  to 
them  I  dedicate  the  work. 

I  fliall  only  add,  that  if  they  fliould  read  all  the  Parts 
of  this  Poem  on  the  Purfuits  of  Literature  with  candour 
and  with  attention,  whatever  the  connexion  between 
them,  or  whatever  the  method  may  be,  they  will  moil  af- 
furedly  find  *'  that  uniformity  of  thought  arid  defign,  which 
"  will  ahvays  be  found  in  the  writings  of  the  fam€  perfon, 

"    WHEN  HE  WRITES  V/ITH  SIMPLICITY  AND  IN  EARNEST." 
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Lycophron.  Caffand.  v.  3. 
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vJh,  for  that  fabbath's  dawn  ere  Britain  wept, 
And  France  before  the  Cross  believ'd  and  flept! 
(Reil  to  the  ftate,  and  flumber  to  the  foul !) 
Ere  yet  the  brooding  ftorm  was  heard  to  roll 
In  fancy's  ear  o'er  many  an  Alpine  rock, 
Or  Europe  trembled  at  the  fated  fhock  ; 
Ere  by  his  lake  Geneva's  angel  flood. 
And  wav'd  his  icroU  prophetick  (a)  o'er  the  flood. 

With 

(a)  It  is  remarkable  that  In  StuiizetianJ z^-peared  the  three 
PERSONS,  whofe  principles,  doctrines,  and  pra<^ice,  fas  it  Jeems 

to 
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With  names  (as  yet  unheard)  and  fymbols  drear, 
Calvin  in  front,  and  Neckar  in  the  rear  ; 

But 

to  me)  have  primarily  and  ultimately  efFefted  the  great  change 
and  downfal  of  regal  and  of  lawful  power  in  Europe.  Calvin, 
in  religion  ;  Roufleau,  in  politicks ;  and  Neckar  by  his  admi- 
niftration.  Calvin  and  his  difciples  were  never  friends  to  monar- 
chy and  epifcopacy.  I  fhall  not  here  contend  politically  or  the- 
ologically with  Bifliop  Horfley  concerning  Calvin.  Indeed  I 
never  yet  ftood  gaping  on  that  copper  oracle.  A  poet's  words 
are  better  for  a  poet.  I  have  looked  into  hiflory  and,  as  I  think, 
have  found  them  true.  Dryden  fpeaks  of  Calvin  thus,  and  re^ 
markably  enough  ; 

The  laji  of  all  the  litter  fcap'd  by  chance, 

**  And  from  Geneva  jirfc  hifejted  France." 

(Hind  and  Panther.  B.  i.v.  lyZr) 
Rousseau,  (I  fpeak  of  him  only  as  a  pohtical  writer)  by  the  un- 
juftifiablcj  arbitrary,  and  cruel  proceedings  againft  him,  his  writ- 
ings and  his  perfon,  in  France,  (where  he  was  a  ftranger,  and  to 
whofe  tribunals  he  was  not  amenable)  was  ftimulated  to  purfue 
his  refearches  into  the  origin  and  expedience  oi fuch  government, 
and  of  fuch  oppreffion,  which,  otherwife,  he  probably  never 
would  have  difcuffed ";  till  he  reafoned  hirofelf  into  the  defperate 
doftrine  of  political  equality,  and  gave  to  the  world  his  fatal 
prefent,  "  The  Social  Contran."  Of  this  work  the  French,  {met 
the  Revolution,  have  never  once  loft  fight.  With  them  it  is  firft 
and  laft,  and  midft,  and  without  end  in  all  their  thoughts  and 
publick  actions.  Rouffeaii,  is,  I  believe,  the  only  man  to  whom 
they  have  paid  an  implicit  and  tindeviating  rewerence  ;  and,  with- 
out a  figure,  have  worlhipped  in  the  Pantheon  of  their  new  ido- 
latry. 
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But  chief  Equality's  vain  prieft,  Roufleau, 
A  fage  in  forrow  nurs'd,  and  gaunt  with  woe, 


By 


latry,  like  another  Cliemos,  "  the  obfcene  dread  of  Gallia's  fons." 
— Different  from  thefe,  came  Neck-ar.  With  intentions,  as  I  am 
JlUl  inclined  to  think,  upright,  pure  and  juft,  but  with  a  mind  im- 
potent and  unequal  to  the  great  work,  and  with  principles  foreign 
to  the  nature  of  the  government  he  was  called  to  regulate,  reform 
and  conduft,  a  fatal  ftranger  for  France.  He  opprejfed  every 
fubjeft  facred  and  civil  with  too  much  ■verbiage.  He  was  fanc- 
tioned  by  popular  prejudice,  and  marked  by  ariftocratical  ha- 
tred ;  a  fort  of  *'  Arpinas  Voljcorum  a  monte."  He  came  to  lay 
open  and  difclofe  (and  he  did  lay  them  open  to  the  very  bottom) 
the  myftery  and  iniquity  of  French  finance  and  of  French  trea- 
furies.  But  he  brought  with  him  to  the  concerns  of  a  great  and 
tottering  empire,  (which  perhaps  might  have  been  maintained 
and  confolidated )  the  little  mind  of  a  provincial  banker,  and 
the  vanity  infeparable  from  human  nature,  when  elevated  be- 
yond hope  or  expetlation.  What  was  the  confequence  ?  for  a 
while  indeed, 

Hie  Cimbros  et  fumma  pericula  return 
Excipit,  et  SOLUS  trepidantem  protegU  Urbem.f 
But  the  original  leaven  in  his  political  compofition  \v2ii  piop'.nar ; 
and  that  leavened  the  whole  lump.  We  know  the  reft.  His  ad- 
vice, firfl,  in  the  calling  together  (at  all)  oi  the  States  General,  and 
afterwards  in  the  formation  and  diftribution  of  them,  gave  the 
devoted  King  to  the  fcaiTold,  and  the  monarchy  of  France  to 
irreverfible    diffolution.      I  fpeak  this  independently  of  the  grand 

confpiracy 

+  Juv.  Sat.  8.  V.  249. 
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By  perfecutlon  train'd  and  popifli  zeal. 
Ripe  with  his  wrongs,  to  frame  the  dire  {b}  appeal,, 
What  time  Jdis  work  the  Citizen  began. 
And  gave  to  France  the  focial  favage,  Man. 

Was  it  for  this,  in  Leo's  foft'ring  reign 
Learning  uprofe  with  tempefts  in  her  train  j 

Was 

confpiracy  againft  Chriftianity,  regal  power,  and  focial  order, 
which  has  been  fo  awfully  and  fo  convincingly  difclofed  by 
the  eloquent  Abbe  BarruelJ,  and  Profeffor  Robifon  ;  fince  IJirJI 
wrote  the  preceding  refleftions. — For  my  own  part  when  I  contem- 
plate the  convulfions  of  Europe,  and  the  fatal  defolation  which 
attends  republican  principles,  ivberever  ihey  are  introdiicedi  I  can- 
not but  reft  with  a  momentary  pleafure  on  the  pidlure,  which 
Plato  in  his  imaginary  republick  (the  only  one  I  ever  could  bear) 
has  drawn  of  a  man  fatigued  with  the  ^-iew  of  publick  affairs  and 
retiring  from  them  in  the  hope  of  tranquillity  :  the  fentiments 
ai-e  fuch  as  the  French  formerly  would  have  called,  **  Les  De- 
lajfemens  de  Vhommejenfihk."     The  words  are  thefe  : 

iv6eidi  Qiov  i^icaa-irmi,  -/.iai,  rriv  aTTsiAAstyjjv  eivra  fciroi  y,ciXni  iXTTidii; 
tXiUi  n  y.xi  ivf-iivtj?  aTrxAXc^irccu 

Plato  de  Repub.  L.  6.  p.  496,  Op.  vol.  2.  Ed.  Serrani. 
Cb)  "  Le  Contrat  Social,    par  j,  J.   Roulfeau,  Citoyen   de 
Geneve. 

J  The  Reader  will  find  more  on  this  fubjed  in  a  future  nolc\ 
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Was  every  gleam  deceitful,  every  ray 
But  idle  fplendor  from  the  orb  of  day  ? 
Say,  were  the  vidtims  mark'd  from  earlieil  time. 
The  Flamens  confcious  of  a  nation's  crime  ? 
Why  fmoak'd  the  altars  with  the  new  perfume. 
If  heaven's  own  fire  defcends  but  to  confume  ? 
Alas,  proud  Gallia's  fabrick  to  the  ground 
What  arm  fliall  level,  or  what  might  confound  ! 

Oh  for  that  hand,  which  o'er  the  walls  of  Troy  (^) 
His  lightning  brandiih'd  with  a  furious  joy, 

Her 

fcj  It  certainly  would  be  convenient,  (if  v.'e  can  for  a  moment 
trifle  with  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  the  prefent  French  war)  to  march 
to  Pans  y  *^  an  J  Me  another  (Bryant)  Jlre  another  Troy."  We  have 
little  hope,  but  from  fuch  alTiftance. — See  "  a  Differtatlon 
concerning  the  War  of  Troy,  and  the  Expedition  of  the  Gre- 
cians, as  defcribed  by  Homer  ;  (hewing,  that  no  fuch  expedi- 
tion was  undertaken,  and  that  no  fuch  city  of  Phrygia  exiiled." 
Publifhed  in  1796,  but  there  is  no  date  to  the  title  page.  I  find 
it  difficult  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  ingenious  treatife.  What- 
ever comes  from  the  author  of  "  The  Analyfis  of  ancient  My- 
thology" fliould  be  treated  with  very  great  refpe6l.  Hischa- 
rafter  is  f  venerable,    and   his  erudition,  as   I   think,    without 

an 


f  See   Mr.    Bryant's  chara(3;er  delineated  in  the  Purfuits  of 
Literature,  Dialogue  II.  v.  189,  &c. 
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Her  Hate,  her  arms,  her  fleets,  her  very  name 
Gave,  as  in  mock'ry,  to  poetick  fame, 

Aiid 

an  equal.  Of  all  fiibjccls,  I  iliould  have  thought  this  fubje8: 
was  one,  on  which  an  enquiry  might  have  been  inftituted  with- 
out offence.  Yet  this  has  not  been  the  cafe.  The  offence  has 
been  confidered  as  deep  and  wide,  and  the  influence  of  the 
principle,  in  fome  refpefts,  dangerous  and  alarming.  The 
faith  of  hiftpry  has  been  reprefented  as  attacked  in  Its  flrongeft 
fortrefs,  and  even  the  facred  writings,  as  matter  of  hiftorical 
faith,  implicated  in  the  difcufllon.  Some  perfons  have  even 
declared  that  Mr.  Bryant  had  no  right  to  touch  the  fubjeft. 
That  nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  reafon  than  to  fuppoft 
that  the  exifteace  of  a  city,  and  a  war,  of  which  we  have  read 
with  delight,  from  our  boyifii  days,  fhould  be  called  in  queflion. 
That  their  plcafure  is  fnatched  from  them  :  and  fuch  a  poem, 
without  an  hiltorical  faft  for  a  bafis,  cannot  be  Interefting. 
They  allow  the  amphfication  of  poetry,  and  Its  embelhfhments, 
and  even  the  anachronifms  of  Homer.  But  Troy  did  exift, 
and  the  Grecians  did  once  beliege  it,  and  Hedor,  Achilles, 
Agamemnon,  and  Diomede  were  as  real  heroes,  as  the  Arch- 
duke Charles,  Buonaparte,  Lord  Cornwallis,  or  Tippoo  Saib 
in  modern  wars.  I  really  fhould  fmiie  at  many  of  thefe  oh- 
jeftions.  If  they  did  not  frequently  come  from  perfons  of  con- 
fequence  and  of  learning.  Moil  certainly  however  I  will  quar- 
rel with  no  man  "  about  Sir  Archy's  great  Grandmother.'" 
They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  fcience  and  fubjeft  oi pro- 
Idlilttles  will  beft  decide  the  queftion  for  themfcIVes,  and  i  will 
not  intrude  my  judgment.  It  is  a  quellion  of  probabihty,  and 
not  of  proof.  I  am  equally  pkafed  v,'ith  a  poem  founded  on  the 
'  metamo:- 


(     '^37     ) 
And  with  the  fire  of  Philip's  fon,  nnfurrd 
His  claffick  ftanJard  o'er  a  wond'ring  world. 

Till 


metamorphofis  of  Apuleius  or  on  any  modern  fic^lion,  if  all  the 
effential  and  integral  parts  of  a  poem  are  preferved  :  if  the  cha- 
radlers,  manners  and  actions  are  human,  and  confiflent  with  'the 
fuppofed  fitnations  of  the  perfonages.  This  to  me  is  fuf&cient ; 
and  perhaps  poetry,  as  foch,  may  be  a  gainer  by  Mr.  Bryant's 
interprctaiion.  I  rather  hail  the  omen  in  thefe  times  of  poeti- 
cal llerility.  But  nothing  can  be  further  from  the  dignity  of 
Mr.  B's  characSler,  than  the  imputation  of  having  attacked  the 
faith  and  credibility  of  ancient,  or  of  any,  h'ljlory.  It  is  fcarcely- 
entitled  to  notice.  What  was  Troy  \  with  what  part  of  hlftory 
is  it  conne£led  ?  Is  not  the  Trojan  war  an  infulated  folitary 
faft  ?  If  it  were  done  away,  is  any  hillorical  event  whatever 
made  to  fall  with  it  ?  V/hen  it  is  ftated  that  four  huiulrecl  and 
thirty  {hips  (no  matter  of  what  fize)  were  employed  by  the  Gre- 
cians in  the  Trojan  war  in  the  tv/eltth  century,  and  only  e'lghty- 
7ihie  in  the  Peloponnefian  war  in  the  fifth  century  before 
Chrift,  is  this  matter  oi  fer'ioiis  hiftory  ?  Is  not  the  whole  al- 
lowed to  pafs  even  the  bounds  of  any  probability,  but  the 
poet's  ?  I  remember  hearing  a  gentleman  ftate  fimilar  queftions 
to  thefe  with  much  earneftnefs  and  apparent  conviftion,  but 
without  warmth.  He  feemed  to  underftand  fomething  of  the 
fubjeil ;  and  though  I  thought  fome  points  were  preficd  indif- 
creetly  and  unneceflarily  by  Mr.  Bryant,  I  replied  that  I 
thought  nearly  as  he  did,  and  I  faid  with  the  moft  good-natured 
.Esro;^;-^  of  the  Academicks,  "  Almijft  thou  perfuadefl  me  to  be  a 
Bryunt'ian,'''' — I  think   they  who  are    the   ftrongeft  in    oppolition 

tc 
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Till  "  Homer  s  fprite  did  tremble  all  for  grief, 

^°  And,  curs' d  fh'  accefs  of  that  celejiial  thief. '^  (d) 

Oh,  for  a  Bryant's  hand  !— 

OCTAVIUS. 


to  Mr.  Bryant,  if  they  wtxz  even  Inquifitors^,  and  could  force 
him  to  hold  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand,  and  make  a  retradtatioti 
of  his  errors,  and  the  amende  honorable  in  the  EgUfe  cle  noire  Dame 
de  Cysele  Mere  de  tons  les  D'lettx  Pa'iensy  would  be  contented 
with  the  Catholick  form  of  words  ;  Quefti  erano  gli  fcherzi  d'una 
penna  poetica,  non  gli  fentimenti  d'un  aaimo  catolico  !"  Yet 
confidering  all  that  I  have  heard,  and  the  quarter  from  which  it 
CHme,  Curius  quid  fentit,  et  am  bo  Sc'ipiadiSi  and  the  infignifi- 
car.ce  of  the  queftion  itfelf,  but  as  a  matter  of  amufement ; 
though  in  common  with  many  others,  I  fhould  have  loft  much 
individual  gratification  and  inilruction,  yet  I  wifh  this  Differ- 
tation  on  the  war  of  Troy  had  ne^cr  been  ivritten  at  all, 

(d)  Two  lines  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Sonnet,  prefixed  to 
Spcufer's  Fairy  Queen. 


(i  I  am  fure  Gilbert  IVakfeld  is  even  more  than  an  Inquftor  in 
all  his  principles  literary,  civil,  and  religious.  See  his  inde- 
cent letter  to  Mr.  Bryant  on  the  war  of  Troy.  But  above  all, 
fee  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Yvllbevforce.  The  Secretary  to  the  Puke 
of  A)va  under  Philip  II.  or  the  Pubiick  Accufer  of  the  Revolu- 
tionaiy  Tribunal,  under  Roberfpierre,  never  exhibited  fuch  a 
paper.  There  is  no  deceit  in  Gilbert  Wakefield :  He  is,  jujl  what 
he  fecms.       It  is  plain  to  fee  ivhat  he  espeds,  and  tuhyh-Z  writes. 


(     239    ) 

OCT  A  VI  US. 

Methinks  you  fmilc, 
And  fain  would  land  me  on  the  wand'ring  ifle. 
Where  the  learn'd  drain  Acrafias  foaming  bowl. 
Till  round  the  Sun  their  heads  with  Gebelin's  {e)  roll; 

Nor 


(e)  Gelelhi. — If  many  of  the  learned  world  have  thought  Mr. 
Bryant  unadvifed  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  war  of  Troy  in  tlie 
twelfth  century  A.  C.  what  mud  we  fay  to  Mr.  Court  de  Gebe- 
lin,  who  has  a6lually  endeavouted  to  reafon  us  into  a  helieft 
that,  the  Founders  of  the  Roman  State,  Romulus  otxJRemus,  were 
only  allegorical  perfonages,  and  were  in  reality  reprefentativcs 
of  the  Sun  and  worfliipped  as  fuch.  Mr.  Gebelin  is  a  man  of  the 
moil  various  erudition,  and  if  he  were  as  well  kncvwn  as  Mr. 
Bryant,  his  attempt  would  have  been  noticed.  But  few  people 
perhaps  have  had  the  curiofity  to  look  into  nine  volumes  in  4to 
of  the  "  Monde  Primitif  analyfe  et  compare  avec  le  Monde  Mo- 
derne  par  M.  Court  de  Gebelin."  It  may  be  entertaining  to  fome 
perfons,  if  I  give  a  few  particulars  of  this  fingular  queftion. 
The  Fourth  Volume  of  Mr.  Gebelin's  v.-ork  confjfts  of  the 
"  Iliftoire  Religicux  du  Cakndr'icr,  ou  des  Fetes  Anciennes." 
The  ffth  Chapter  of  the y^^om/ Book  (Vol.  4,)  is  tlie  "  Hiiloirc 
des  Gemeaux  Romains  Romulus  et  Remus.'"'  Mr.  G.  fays, 
"  Les  Roniditis,  curent  auffi  leurs  Allegorhs  fur  \t  double  Sokil  fnc- 
cefiif  de  I'annee ;  ils  I' appJlquei-ent  a  leuv  Remvs  €t  Roraulns. 
Les  noms  font  allegoriqiies,  et  tons  rcIrMfs  a  Vannee.^'  p.  264. 
Rernus,  it  feems,  fignified  the  Svs  tnf/jf  iv'inier,  and  Romulus, 

ia 
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Nor  heed  the  paufe  of  (/)  Douglas,  Wakefield's  rage 
Nor  Hallam  (g)  trembling  for  the  facred  page 


Nor 


m  the  fummer  !  By  an  e.rfy  proof,  he  fays,  "  lis  en  firent  la  fete 
des  Z,^mures  pour  i?fmures,  &c.  p.  263.  In  the  fixth  chapter 
of  the  fame  book,  we  read  :  Nous  avons  vu  dans  le  chapitre 
precedent,  que  Romulus  etoit  le  soleil  ;  que  tout  \e prowoit : 
— And  what  is  the  proof  ?  Truly  this  ;  "  Le  nom  de  fa  mere, 
celui  de  fon  pere,  fon  frere,  la  mort  de  fon  frere  f  Remus  J,  foq 
propre  nom,  &c.  &c."  Q^E.  D.— Mr-  Gebelin  has  not  yet  done, 
uor  is  Mr.  Gebeh'n  yet  fatisfied.  He  next  converts,  by  means 
o^  his  folar  microfcope,  Romulus  into  Hercules  I  Hear  his  words. 
'*  Ce  qu'exprimoient  a.  cet  egard  les  Grecs  par  I'Apotheofe  d' 
Hercule,  les  Remains  I'exprimerent  par  I'Apotheofe  de  Romu- 
lus." But  when  he  fpeaks  of  ^dr'inus,  another  name  of  Romu- 
lus, the  force  of  art  and  of  proof  can  go  no  further.  La  voici. 
*'  ^nrlnus  (nom  de  Romulus)  la  traduction  lilerale  de  Mel- 
carthef  on  Melicerte,  que  portoit  Hercule  chez  lez  TyrlenS)  £St 
UME  AUTRE  PREuvE,  qti^ 071  regardo'it  Romulus  comme  le  So- 
leil." p.  269  !  !  !  !  !  ! — I  cannot  help  obferving  that  in  this  fame 
4th  Vol.  p.  422.  Mr.  Gebelin  informs  us  that,  "  Sur  le  i8  Fev- 
'  rier  on  celebroit  la  Fete  de  Romulusy  (and  at  the  fame  time,  rather 
inaufpicioufly  to  be  fure)  on  celebroit  la  fete  des  foux."  I 
fuppofe  on  the  celebration  of  la  Fete  des  Foux,  cards  of  in- 
vitation were  fent  round  by  the  Pontifex  Maximua  to  the  Anti- 
quaries of  thofe  days,  and  I  really  think,  if  Mr.  Gebelin  had  been 
produced  at  that  time  he  would  not  have  been  tuithout  his  card, 
with  a  few  others,  to  be  diftrlbuted  among  his  friends^ — Indeed 
thelc  dellrnmenta  do5lrin<e  are  fometimes  amufing,  but  in  reality 
they  are  rather  a  fubje6l    of  ferious  ixgret  from    their   confe- 

auences 
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Nor  Gillies  (Zj)  crying,  what  fliall  we  perufe  ? 
\('"hat  is  ?ny  work  ?  mere  records  of  the  Miife  ; 
And  trufl  to  Buonaparte's  iron  pen,  (/) 
The  tale  of  Rome  fivall  be  Troy's  tale  again. 

Q^  AUTHOR. 

qiiences  on  the  public  mind.  There  is  no  end  of  the  abfurdities 
from  this  fource,  when  we  refolve  all  ancient  perfons  and 
events  intO  allegories  and  Egyptian  myfteries  ;  till,  as  we  have 
jud  feen,  Ror/iuLUS  and  JL?.m\3  5,  the  Founders  of  the  Romaii  Em- 
pire, become  (according  to  Monfieiir  Gebelin's  Order  of  Firing 
ahcv  a  grand  Efcopetterie,  or  volley,  of  fcrpents  a7id  ftars)  txzwi- 
formed  into  Roman  Suns  ;  Remus  in  the  IVinter,  and  Romulus 
in  the  Summer  ! — See  the  proofs  above. 

(/)  The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  John  Douglas,  the  prefent  Bifliop  of 
Saliibury,  (1797.)  Author  of  the  Criterion,  and  of  other  acute 
pieces  of  reafoning,  which  will  be  long  remembered  and  ad- 
mired, 

[g)   Dr.  Hallam,  the  prefent  Dean  of  Briftol.  (1797.) 

(^)  Author  of  (7  Hiflory  of  Grfcrif" ;  but  I  fhall  fay  no  more 
than  that  Dr.  GlUies's  folicitude  is  groundlefs,  when  he  fears 
that  it  will  be  miilaken  for  the  work  of  the  Mufes. 

if)  The  tremendous  conquefts  of  Buonaparte  in  Italy  and  in 
Germany  remind  us  too  much  of  the  words  of  the  Roman  Hif- 
torian.  "  Si  Captivos  afpiceres,  Moloiii,  Theffdli,  Macedones, 
Bruttius,  Apulius ;  ^  pom  pas,  aurum,  purpuras,  figna,  tabulae, 
Tarentinaeque  delicice."      Flor.  Lib.  i.  C.  18.  (i797=) 


(       242       ) 

AUTHOR. 

No  ;  other  thoughts  my  lab'rlng  foul  employ. 
That  fprings  anew  to  long-forgotten  joy  j 
I  range  in  Fancy's  confecrated  round. 
And  meet  the  poet  on  a  poet's  ground. 
Nor  feek  hiftorick  truth  of  time  and  place. 
But  truth  of  manners,  charafter,  and  grace. 

The  Bards,  who  once  the  wreaths  of  glory  wore, 
Cloath'd  in  tranllucent  veil  their  wondrous  lore  ; 
The  tales  they  fung  a  willing  age  believ'd, 
Charm'd  into  truth,  and  without  guile  deceiv'd  : 
Where'er  they  rov'd,  young  Fancy  and  the  Mufe 
Wav'd  high  their  mirror  of  a  thoufand  hues ; 
They  gaz'd  ;  and  as  in  varying  guife  pourtray'd, 
Aereal  phantoms  hov'ring  round  them  play'd. 
Gave  to  each  fleeting  form,  that  fhot  along, 
Exiftence  everlafting  as  their  fong  ; 
And  as  by  Nature's  flrength  the  tablet  grew, 
Rapture  the  pencil  guided  as  they  drew. 

OCTAVIUS. 
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O  C  T  A  V I  U  S. 

Nay,  now  you  foar  indeed  ;  another  flight, 
And  the  wing'd  courfer  bears  you  from  my  fight : 
You're  ftrangely  mov'd. 

AUTHOR. 

The  matter  is  my  own  ; 
I  never  fhar'd  the  profits  of  the  gown, 
Nor  yet,  with  Horace  and  myfelf  at  war. 
For  rhyme  and  viduals  (h)  left  the  flarving  Bar; 

0^2  I  never 

(/j)  This  was  lately  done  by  an  ingenious  Gentleman,  edu- 
cated at  Eton  fchool,  William  Bofcawen,  Efquire,  a  Commif- 
fioner  of  the  l'^i£lualUng  office,  and  (by  an  eafy  tranfition) 
Tranflator  of  Horace.  He  rellgned  his  gown,  as  a  Counfellor 
at  law,  to  fuperintend  the  puhTich  v'lSuah,  and  to  give  hlmfelf  up  fo 
the  charms  of  poetry,  and  at  laft  to  prefent  the  hungry  publick 
with  Horace's  works  done  into  EngliJJo  verfe.  The  tranflation 
has  had  the  ufual  fate  of  7necVwcrity,  and  therefore  I  fay  no  more. 
I  can  have  no  obje£lion  to  any  Gentleman's  amufing  himfelf 
with  making  verfes  in  his  morning  rides.  I  think  fuch  a  cuftom 
is  recommended,  as  very  nuholefome^  by  Pliny  in  one  of  his  letters. 
It  may  be  tried,  when  other  medicines  fail.  "  Vitaeque  et 
membris,  fi  non  opus  utile  fama.^'  Mr.  Bofcawen,  as  an  Etonian, 
may  conjecture,  but  he  never  can  knoiv,  from  nvhsm  thefe  obferva- 
tious  come. 
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I  never  lov'd  Dean  Dewlap's  vacant  looks, 
Or  purchas'd  empty  praife  from  empty  books  ; 
I  leave  at  fales  the  undifputed  reign 
To  ??ulk-wbite  (f)  Gosset,  and  Lord  (k)  Spencer^s 
train. 

No 

(/)  Not  a  bookfeiler  of  reputation  in  London,  Payne,  Ed- 
wards, White,  Robfon,  Egerton,  Faulder,  &c.  &c.  is  unacquain- 
ted with  Dr.  GoHet's  "  milh-ivhtte  vellum  books,"  when  he  wifhes 
to  make  an  exchange.  The  Reverend  little  Bibliopolifh  Dr.  Goflet 
is  Prelident  at  all  Bookfales  in  the  metropolis.  He  certainly  is 
a  fcholar  ;  and  I  believe  the  auBioneer  alvv-ays  waits  for  his  en- 
trance, as  the  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  C.  waits  for  Mr.  Pitt  before 
publick  bulinefs  begins.  He  is  Inquifitor  General  of  all  edi- 
tions, from  the  Editio  Princeps  of  the  Florence  Homer,  down 
to  the  lail  edition  oi  Ignoramus.  Dodlor  Go^tVs  priced  cata- 
logues in  his  o'von  hand  are  faid  to  be  in  an  uninterrupted  feries, 
except  one.  They  are  alfo  faid  to  be  equal  in  ufe  and  value  to 
*'  The  curious  colle6tion,  in  regular  and  tmdoubted  iuccefTion, 
*'  of  all  the  Tickets  of  the  Ifungton  Turnpike  from  its  jirji  inflitu- 
"  tion  to  the  20th  of  May  inclufive,"  recorded  among  the  pre- 
fents  made  to  the  Antiquarian  Society,  when  Sir  Mattliew  Mite 
was  admitted  Fellow.  (Foote's  Nabob,  A61  2,)  I  believe, 
(but  fee  the  Society's  Arch£Elogia_/or  the  record)  that  it  took 
place  before  the  Reverend  Mr.  Brand  was  f  the  reading  Secretary, 

or 

■\  Mr.  Brand  often  puts  the  Antiquarian  Society  in  mind  of 
the  famous  Epitaph  : 

"  Oh  Reader  1   if  that  thou  canjl  read,  &c.  &c. 
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No  German  nonfenfe  fways  my  Englifh  heart, 
Unus'd  at  ghofts  and  rattling  bones  to  ftart ; 
I  never  chofe,  in  various  nature  ftrong, 
Logick  for  vcrle,  or  hillory  for  fong  ; 
But  at  the  magick  of  Torquato's  flrain, 
Difarm'd  and  captive  in  Armida's  chain. 
To  Godfrey's  pomp  Rinaldo  ftill  prefer. 
Nor  care,  if  ranting  Wakefield  thinks  I  err. 
To  HuRD,  not  (/)  Parr,  my  Mufe  fubmits  her  lays, 
Pleas'd  with  advice,  without  a  lufl  for  praife. 

Fond 

or  the  Eail  of  Leicefter /)6f  eloquent  President  of  the  Society 
OF  Antiquaries.  N.  B.  No  perfon  is  noiv  obliged  to  make 
an  inauguration  fpeech,  when  he  is  admitted  Fellow  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society.  The  Prefident  obferved  in  07je  of  his 
fpeeches,  that  the  cuftom  ceafed  and  determined  at  Sir  Matthew 
Mite's  eleftlon,  as  appeared  by  the  record,  copied  by  Mr.  Foote 
and  inferted  in  his  Nabob. 

[k)  The  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Spencer,  the  munificent,  and  I  may 
add,  the  learned,  fenfible,  and  intelligent  colleftor  of  every  va- 
luable work  In  literature.  I  record  with  pleafure  his  "  Palatine 
yipollof"  that  muniis  ApolUne  dignum  I 

(/)  See  my  account  of  Dr.  Parr's  llyle  and  writings.  P.  of  L, 
Dialogue  III.   5cc.  with  the  notes.      When  the  reader  has  con- 

fidered 
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Fond  to  correft,  but  never  to  defend. 

And  him,  who  marks  her  errors,  deems  her  friend  5 

With  patriot  aim  and  no  irreverent  rage, 

Without  one  flain  of  party  on  the  page. 

From  Grecian  fprings  her  ftrength,  her  art  fhe  draws. 

Firm  in  her  truil,  ennobled  in  her  caufe, 

Her  moral  none,  the  verfe  (jii)  fome  few  difdain  ; 

Yet  not  a  note  flie  founds  fhall  found  in  vain. 

While 

fidered  the  whole,  perhaps  he  may  be  inclined  to  fay  with  the 
comick  poet  of  Athens, 

IlrtXcv   zo  ,t4S7««  KOMHOAAKYGOY    zrss-sv  ! 

Arlftoph,  Acharn.  Sub  fin. 

{m)  George  Steevens,  Efq.  Editor  of  Shakfpeare  and  fome 
other  ingenious  Gentlemen,  whom  at  prefent  I  fliall  not  name, 
have  afFefted  to  fay,  vvith  equal  difcretion  and  wit,  that  my  ver- 
fes  are  only  a  peg  to  hang  my  notes  upon.  They  are  not  quite 
original  in  the  expreffion.  Pindar  faid  long  before  Mr.  Steevens, 
A5r<  nASSAAOY  (^op^^A^iyyot,  Xai^t-Zccvi.  (01.  f.)  But  Mr. 
Steevens  and  "X^o.  rather  put  me  in  mind  of  a  ftory  told  of  a 
'failor  in  the  late  mutiny  (April  1797.)  aboard  the  fleet,  who 
after  he  had  undergone  a  rather  fevere  difcipline,  and  was  flandlng 
Gripping  upon  the  deck,  looked  up  fignificantly  to  the  yard  arm 
and  faid,  "  Well,  my  friends,  I  think  I  am  now  ivet  enough  to 
ie  hung  up  to  dryj' — So  much  for  George  Steevens,  Efq.  and  his 
Brethren,  "  Gentkmen  of  the  Pfg." 
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While  Bryant  In  applaufe  with  Baker  (/z)  joins, 
GiFFORD(o)approves,andSTORER  (/>)  loves thelines^ 
Though  ftill,  a  flranger  in  the  facred  clime. 
Some  fay,  I  love  not  poetry,  but  rhyme. 

Offspring  of  other  times  !  ye  vifions  old, 
Legends,  no  more  by  gentle  hands  unroll'd. 
Magnanimous  deceits !  where  favour'd  youth 
Finds  fnort  repofe  from  formidable  truth  ! 
Oh  witnefs,  if  e*er  filent  in  your  praife, 
I've  paiTed,  in  vice  or  floth,  inglorious  days. 

But 

(«)  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart.  Phyfician  to  the  King,  a  Gen- 
tleman of  deep  and  extenfive  clafiical  knowledge.  His  cnmpo- 
fitions  are  Avritten  in  the  piireft  Latinity,  worthy  of  an  Etonian. 
His  fituatian  in  life  fufiGciently  declares  his  profeflional  talents. 

(o)  William  GifFord,  Efq.  Author  of  the  Baviad  and  the 
Masviad. 

(/>)  Anthony  Storer,  Efq.  a  Gentleman  of  fortune  and 
falhion,  talents  and  accomplifhments.  He  was  educated  at 
Eton  and  Cambridge.  His  attainments  in  literature  are  various 
and  confiderable  ;  and  few  men  have  a  nicer  &ill  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  juft  and  legitimate  compofition  than  Mr.  Storer.  He 
has  read  Quintilian  tuith  effect,  (Mr.  Storer  will  underftand 
me  perfeftly)  and  he  has  drawn  his  knowledge  and  judgment 
from  the  beil  writers  and  criticks,  of  antiquity  and  of  modern 
times. 
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But  rals'd  for  you  my  firm  unalter'd  voice, 
Fancy  my  guide,  and  folitude  my  choice. 

Though  now  no  Syren  voice  be  heard,  no  drain 
Afcend  from  Pindus  (^)  or  Arcadia's  plain  ; 
Nor  Graces  round  th'  Olympian  throne  of  Jove 
Bid  the  nine  Virgins  raife  the  chant  of  love  : 
The  harp  of  Talieffin  (r)  lies  unfcrung, 
Clofe  by  the  loom,  vv^here  Death's  dread  fijflers  fung; 
Unfelt  each  charm  of  Odin's  magick  tree. 
With  many  an  uncouth  Runick  (j)  phantafy  : 

Though 

(q)  I  mean  by  thefe  and  feveral  following  lines  to  obferve, 
that  the  Pagan  Falle  is  now  exhaufted,  and  the  fpecious  miracles 
of  Gotklck  Romance  liave  never  of  late  years  produced  a  poet. 
Perhaps  the  latter  were  more  adapted  to  true  poetry  than  the 
pagan  inventions.  Witnefs  the  fublimer  prod uflions  of  modern 
Italy. 

(r)'  A  year  or  two  ago  propofals  were  offered  by  Mr.  Owen 
to  publilli  the  works  of  the  Bard  Taliejfm,  but  no  encourage- 
ment could  be  obtained.      Such  is  the  time. 

(i)  Mr.  Mathiasj  (the  Author  of  the  Efiay  on  the  Evi- 
deuce,  &c.   on  the  long-difputed  fubjeft  of  the  poems  afcribed  to 

Rowlev 
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riioLigh  now  no  tcniper'd  lance,  no  magick  brand, 
Nor  Durindana  (/)  waves  o'er  fabled  land  ; 
No  nightly-rounding  Ariel  floats  unfeen. 
Or  flames  nmazement  o'er  the  defert  green  ; 
No  wizards  hold,  fome  blalted  pine  beneath. 
Their  horrid  labbath  on  the  darken'd  heath  ; 
Say,  are  the  days  of  bleft  delufion  fled  ? 
Mud  Fiftlon  rear  no  more  her  languid  head  ? 
No  more  the  Mufe  her  long-loft  tranfports  know. 
Nor  trace  the  fount  whence  living  waters  flow  ? 
Awake,  ye  flumb'ring  Rulers  of  the  fong  ! 
Each  in  your  folemn  orders  pafs  along  ; 
In  facred  radiance  o'er  your  mountain  old 
Yet  once  again  your  dignities  unfold. 
And  fill  the  fpace  ;  your  fcepter'd  glories  claim, 
And  vindicate  the  great  Pierian  name. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Rowley  in  the  15th  century,  and  which  I  mentioned  in  a  note 
to  the  Firft  Dialogue  of  the  P,  of  L.)  feveral  years  ago  attempted 
to  excite  the  curioiity  of  the  publick  to  the  remains  of  northern 
antiquity,  by  a  lyrical  imitation  of  fome  Runic  fragments.  I 
wifh  the  example  had  been  followed. 

(/)  The  name  of  the  fword  of  Orlando  in  Aiioflo. 
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O  C  T  A  V I  U  S. 

Are  thefe  a  poet's  only  themes  ?  I  fear^ 
No  verfe  like  this  will  find  a  patient  ear. 

AUTHO  R. 

Hear  yet  awhile  : — the  dread  refiftlefs  pow*r. 
That  works  deep-felt  at  infpiiation's  hour. 
He  claims  alone — 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Who  claims  ? 

AUTHOR. 

The  favoured  Bard,  (li) 
Who  nobly  confcious  of  his  jull  reward. 

With 

(a)  I  mean  here  to  give  a  charafter  of  the  Poet,  as  fuch,  and 
of  the  fources  whence  the  art  itfelf  is  drawn.  I  would  wifh 
to  exprefs  generally ^  what  Proclus  (in  one  of  his  diflertations  on 
the  no>i<r£<<«  of  Plato,  Ed.  fol.  Bafil.  1534.  p.  430.)  would  call 
with  a  fublime  dignity,  the  "  Hctirciy  na«)}T«xnj  l|«v  ^ix'hct^vaa-xi,^^ 

when 
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With  loftier  foul,  and  undccaying  might. 
Paints  what  he  feels  in  chara^lers  of  light, 

?Iears 

when  the  poet  exerts  his  higheft  faculties,  or  (in  the  language  of 
Proclus  in  the  fame  place)  '  Oroiv  ivSaa-ix^av,  kcci  Tonq  Msir^efj 
x.xroxo<;  m,  xccra,  THN  nPflTHM  tvi^yu  KAI  EN0EON  HOI- 
HTIKHN." — A  feledlion  of  various  chapters  from  this  work 
of  Proclus  on  the  IloXnitoi  of  Plato,  which  relate  to  poetry, 
might  be  made,  and  publiihed  by  fomc  ingenious  fcholar. 
They  would  be  perfectly  new  and  original  to  moll  perfons. 
I  know  not  (better  Greek  fcholars  than  I  am  may  know) 
whether  at  prefent  there  is  any  edition  at  all,  but  that  printed 
at  Bafil,  in  Greek,  without  any  Latin  tranflation.  They  exhibit 
what  this  philofopher  of  genius  terms,  the  "  T-^v  rav  -Trai-fiTa't 
(AocviCyV  Kiv^i-'AVfi'm  x.cii  x-ivya-uv,  Koii  TrXyto'ti/iCivr;':  avaiSiv,  x.cii  £<?  u'KKsi, 
^iX7rof$i:^svis(!-civ  r-ft')  iy.icSiv  iXXau-^tv."  (page  401  in  the  chaptei' 
on  the  Tps<j  i^iai  rm  TloinTiy.n<;-)  Philofophers  like  thefe,  Apollo 
and  all  his  choir  were  once  fuppofed  to  addrefs  in  ftrains,  which 
few  fcholars  will  hear  v^ithout  delight.  They  are  to  be  found  in 
the  life  of  Plotlnus,  the  Platonick,  which  was  written  with  fome 
eloquence  (at  leall  Politian  thought  fo)  by  his  difciple  P©r- 
phyrius  :  * 

Oiov  Itt'  Aixx.idA  c-TAiTcii  y,o^ov  s>cXyiii,uv 
AScivxTC'^v  ^ciViXKriv,  efAn^nciio-i  t'  ccoioaig. 
AAA«  yi  Macrxav  npog  ^o^oi  xTTvcr^f^iv, 
E«5  Iv  £;r(7rv£<evr£?  aoih-zig  n^uicTa!,  ■7rst,c-fiq, 
T*t^<  K.AI.   iv  fiia-a-caa-iv  'EyM  <£>oi'«o;  ''^oi.dv^scixmi  \ 

*  Plotini   Vita.     In  limine  edit.  Oper.  Plotin.  Ficiai.  BaQlea 
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Hears  in  each  bl aft  fome  confecrated  rhyme^ 
Trac'd  by  the  fpirit  of  the  troublous  clime. 
He  turns  :  and  inftantaneous  all  around 
Clifis  whiten,  waters  murmur,  voices  found. 
Portentous  forms  in  heav'n's  aerial  hall 
Appear,  as  at  fome  great  fupernal  call. 
Thence  oft  in  thought  his  fteps  ideal  (^x)  hafle 
To  rocks  and  groves,  the  wiidernefs  or  wafte  ; 


To 


(x)  I  fpeak  of  the  efiFecl  of  local  fituatlon  on  the  mind  of  the 
poet.     But  if  he  is  deprived  of  the  power  of  vifiting  thefe  great 
and  awful  fcenes  of  nature,    (fometlmes  affifted    and  improved 
bv  art,)  an  imagination,  bold  and  fervid,  may  in  fome  degree  fup- 
ply  that  want    by  recourfe  to    the    mod    finifhed   reprefentations 
of  them  by  the  more  fublime  painters  and  artifts.    Stuart,   Wood, 
and  Piranefi  may  raife  ideas   worthy  of  the  Poet,  and  pour  upon 
his  fancy  all   the   ancient  dignity   of  Athens,   of  Palmyra,  or  of 
Rome. — I  cannot    but  prefent  my    reader  with  the   form    of  an 
Oath  on  fuch   a   fubje£l,  from  the  lajl  clajfical  Poet  under  the  ex- 
piring monarchy  of  France,  the  famous  Delifle.      I  am  as  ready 
on  this  fubjeft,  as  himfelf,   to  fwear  at  the  high  altar  of  the  Mufes  ; 
"   Helas  !  je  ri'ai  point  vu  ce  fejour  enchante, 
Ces  beaux  lienx  ou  Virgile  a  tant  de  fois  chante  ; 
Mais  j'en  jure  et  Virgile  et  fes  accords  fublimes, 
yira'i  :  de  I' Apennin  je  franchirai  Its  cimes, 
J'irai,  plein  de  fon  nom,  plein  de  ces  vers  facres, 
Leslire  aux  memes  lieux  qui  les  ont  infpires. 

Lea  Jardins  L.  i. 
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To  where  old  Tadmor's  (y)  regal  ruins  lie 
In  defolation's  fullen  majefly  ; 
Or  where  Carthufian  (z)  tow'rs  the  pilgrim  draw. 
And  bow  the  foul  with  unrefifted  awe, 
Where  Bruno,  from  the  mountain's  pine-clad  brow, 
Survey'd  the  world's  inglorious  toil  below  ; 
Then,  as  dov/n  ragged  cliffs  the  torrent  roar'd, 
Proflrate  great  Nature's  prefent  God  ador'd. 
And  bade,  in  folitude's  extremeft  bourn. 
Religion  hallow  the  fevere  fojourn. 

To  HIM  the  Painter  gives  his  pencil's  might ; 
No  gloom  too  dreadful  and  no  blaze  too  bright. 
What  time  to  mortal  ken  he  dares  unveil 
The  inexpreflive  form  (<^z)  in  femblance  frail. 

To 

(y)  He  built  Tadmor  in  the  Wildernefs."  Clirori.  B.  2.  ch.  8. 
V.  4.  It  is  remarkable  ihat  Mr.  Wood  obferves,  that  the  natives, 
at  this  day,  call  Palmyra  by  the  original  appellation  of  Tadmor. 

(!j;)  The  famous  monaftery,  called  "  The  Grande  Char- 
treufe."     The  retirement  of  Saint  Bruno. 

(a)  The  Piftures  of  the  Supreme  Being  by  Raphael  and  Mi- 
chael Angelo.     There  is  one  pitlure  of   the  Supreme  Being 

feparating 
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To  the  ftrain'd  view  prefents  the  yawning  tomb, 
Subllantial  horrors  and  eternal  doom^ 

To  Him  the  powers  of  harmony  (J?)  refort. 
And  as  with  random  glance  and  fiercer  port 
He  fcan^  th*  ethereal  wildernefs  around. 
Pour  on  his  ear  the  thrilling  ftream  of  found. 
Strains,  that  from  full-flrung  chords  at  diftance  fweil. 
Notes,  breathing  foft  from  mufick's  inmoft  cell. 
While  to  their  numerous  paufe,  or  accent  deep^ 
His  choral  pallions  dread  accordance  keep. 

Thence  mufing,  lo  he  bends  his  weary  eyes 
On  life  and  all  its  fad  realities  ; 
Marks  how  the  profpeQ:  darkens  in  the  rear. 
Shade  blends  with  fhade,  and  fear  fucceeds  to  fear. 

Mid 

feparati'ng  the  light  from  the  darknefs,  in  the  Vault  of  the  Ca- 
pella  Seftina  in  Rome,  by  Michael  Angelo  which,  I  believe, 
has  never  been  engraved,  Mr.  Fujeli,  I  think y  fa'td  fo  'when  I 
enquired  about  it.  I  allude  alfo  to  the  pidlure  of  the  Laft  Judg- 
snent,  by  the  fame  Mafter. 

{h)  The  powers  of  Mufick  on  the  mind  of  the  Poet. 
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Mid  forms  that  JBit  through  the  malignant  gloom, 
*Till  Death  unbar  the  cold  fepulchral  room. 

Such  is  the  Poet :  bold,  without  confine. 
Imagination's  "  charter' d  libertine,'*  (c) 
He  fcorns  in  apathy  to  float  or  dream 
On  liftlefs  Satisfadion's  torpid  ftream, 
But  dares  alone  in  vent'rous  bark  to  ride 
Down  turbulent  Delight's  tempeftuous  tide  ; 
While  thoughts  encDunt'ringthoughtsinconflidfierce 
Tumultuous  rulh,  and  labour  into  verfe. 
Then,  as  the  fwelling  numbers  round  him  roll. 
Stamps  on  th'  immortal  page  the  vifions  of  his  foul. 

OCT  A  VI  US. 

Nay,  if  you  feed  on  this  celeflial  ftrain. 
You  may  with  Gods  hold  converfe,  not  with  men  ; 

Sooner 

(c)  "  The  air,  a  chartered  libertine.  Is  flill." 

Shakfpcre.  H.  V. 
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Sooner  the  people's  right  fhall  Horfley  (d)  teach. 
In  judgment  delicate,  with  prudence  preach, 
And  o'er  his  bofom  broad  forget  to  fpread 
Bath's  dangling  pride,  and  Ribband  rofy-red  ;   (e) 
Friend  of  the  Church  the  pious  Grafton  (/)  prove; 
Or  Sutton  (g)  ceafe  to  claim  the  publick  love. 

And 

(J)  I  allude  to  Billiop  HorHey's  intemperate  and  unadvifed 
fpecches  in  Parliament.  An  injudicious  friend  is  vvorfe  than  an 
enemy.  I  believe  Mr.  Pitt  thinks  fo. — Inconfiderate  fentences 
uttered  publickly  by  members  of  either  houfe  are  very  danger- 
ous. The  dogma  is  remembered,  and  the  comment  is  forgotten. 
Bifhop  Horfley  and  Mr.  Wyndham  (both  men  of  great  natural 
and  acquired  ability)  (hould  be  more  attentive  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

(i?)  Biihop  Horfley  is  Dean  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  is 
a  bold  rival  to  the  late  learned  knight,  Sir  William  Draper, 
in  making  "  that  bl'uJJj'ing  rihland,  the  perpetual  ornament  of  bts 
per/on."  See  Junius,  in  his  third  Letter,  and  Bilhop  Horfley 
every  ivhere.  , 

(J)  See  the  Duke's  Hints, — Rather  broad. 

(g)  Dr.  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  Bifhop  of  Norwich. 
A  Prelate  whofe  amiable  demeanour,  uuftil  learning,  and  con- 
ciliating habits  of  life,  particularly  recommend  his  epiicopal  cha- 
rafter.  No  man  appears  to  me  fo  peculiarly  marked  out  for 
THE  HIGHEST  IMGNITY  of  thc  church,  fcde  vacdnte,  as  Dr. 
Sutton. 
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And  e'er  forego,  from  dignity  of  place, 
His  polifli'd  mind  and  reconciling  grace  ; 
Or  Yorke,  (h)  regardlefs  of  his  facred  trufl:. 
To  unobtrufive  merit  be  unjuft  ; 
Moore  to  his  fynod  call  of  un£lion  (i)  full  j 
Or  Barrington  be  meek  ;  or  Watfon  dull. 
Sooner  Stentorian  (k)  Davies  ceafe  to  talk, 
And  for  hh  Eton  quit  his  Bond-flreet  walk  ; 

R  Sumner 

Ih)  The  Right  Rev.  James  Yorke,  D.  D.  Bi'fhop  of  Ely.  The 
voluntary  unfoTic'iled  offer  of  the  Mallerfhip  of  Jefus  College  in 
Cambridge,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Paley,  fo  well  known  in  the  literary 
and  ecclefiaftical  uorld,  deferves  to  be  publickly  mentioned  as 
an  inftance,  almoft  folitary,  of  generous  liberal  difcernment,  in 
the  important  collation  of  academical  dignity.  The  Univerfity 
regrets  the  absence  of  Dr.  Paley,  one  of  the  ableft  inftrnftors 
fhe  ever  could  boail ;  and  Biihop  Yorke  mud  be  recorded  as 
one  of  "  the  friends  of  learning."  Ic  is  no  mean  honour  to 
affociate  the  name  of  Paley  with  that  of  Yorke.  "  Et  mea,  fi 
quid  loquar  audiendum,  voc'is  accedei  bona  pars." 

[i)  Unii'ion, — "  That  which  7n£hs  to  devotion."  Johnfon's 
DI£lionary. 

[k)  The  Rev.  Jonathan  Davies,  D.  D.  Provoft  of  Eton  Col- 
lege ;  a  learned,  pleafant,  generous,  open-hearted,  good-tempered 
man,  but  rather  too  much  of  a  Stentor  in  converfation  : 
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Sumner  (IJ  drink  deep  of  the  Caflalian  fpring  ; 

Or 

Os  rea-ov  avh<rci(r>c'    O20N  AAAOI  DENTHKONTA. 

Horn.  II.  5. 

Mr.  Provost  has  an  invincible  partiality  for  the  charms  of  Lon- 
don, whenever  his  duty  does  not  obh'ge  him  to  be  at  his  Lodge. 
The  reafon  is  fimple.  The  air  at  Eton  now  and  then  bites 
fhrewdly,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Extrafk  from  a  M.S.  found  in  Long  Chamber  at  Eton,  the  hand 
writing  conjeftured  to  be  by  Dr.  Heath  the  Head  Mafter, 
and  one  of  the  Affiftants.  It  was  found  on  one  of  Mrs.  Heath's 
Ball  Nights  during  Lent,  given  to  the  Lautorum  Puerl  for  the  ad- 
vantage and  credit  of  the  School. 

Eton  School,  like  many  other  great  and  ufeful  pub- 
lick  fchools,  {lands  in  need  of  many  neiu  and  Jlrong  regu- 
lations, which  the  interefts  of  this  kingdom,  in  common  with 
the  demands  of  the  time,  call  for  with  a  voice  not  to  be  difre- 
garded  by  the  mailers  and  governors.  It  is  not  to  be  diifem- 
bled,  (it  is  MY  office  to  fpeak  openly  and  boldly)  that  Boys  now 
aftually  divide  themfelves  into  political  parties.  There  is  indeed  a 
general  licentioufnefs  of  fpirit  among  modern  boys,  which  the 
publick  good  requires  to  be  ejedually  and pO'werfuUy  rtprefi'cd.  It 
is  nothy  falfe  and  fpecious  llherallty  that  this  evil  is  to  be  fubdued. 
If  mailers  and  governors  are  firm  and  inflexible  in  their  regula- 
tions, what  can  the  children  do  ?  I  laugh  at  the  idle  apprehenfion 
of  rebellion  in  a  School.  If  I  were  the  Head  Mafter  of  Eton,  I 
would  begin  by  the  abolition  of  the  montem  Immediately. 
It  is  very  improper,  and  very  foolifh.  There  is  a  meannefs,  and 
fometimes  an  audacity,  In  this  authcrlfed  mode  of  colhdlng  money  on 

the 


•(     259     ) 
Or  Langlord  leave  off  preaching  to  the  King  ;  (m) 
R  2  Or 

the  hlghivny,  which  I  wonder  jj'o.vn^  Gentlemen  of  birth  and  family 
are  not  ojloamedof,  and  can  even  lu'iJJi  to  continue.  It  is  some- 
thing     BETWEEN      ALMS     AND     PLUNDER.       HariOW    fchool    haS 

no  longer  its  ancient  and  dangerous  cnftom  of  "  fhooting  for  the 
filver  arrow."  I  mention  the  abolition  of  The  montem  (though 
it  occurs  but  once  in  three  years)  only  as  an  introduftion  to  ?nany 
other  hiUitary  and  necefiary  reftriftions  in  all  publick  fchools. 
I  have  feen  the  nature  of  a  rebellion  (as  it  is  called)  in  a  college 
and  a  fchool,  and  nothing  can  be  more  foolifh  and  impotent.  If 
the  Parents,  Friends,  and  Guardians  co-operate  w.ith  Mailers  of 
Schools  and  Colleges,  what  can  children  and  young  men  ultimately 
effed,  when  it  is  confidered,  by  what  laws  and  hopes  their  future 
intereft  and  advancemt'nt  in  life  are  bound-in,  cabined,  and  con- 
Rtied  ?  The  majority  of  fuch  petty  Revolutionifts  and  embryo  De- 
mocrats are  always  rellrained  in  a  fljort  time,  and  their  fucceffors 
never  feel  the  abfence  of  what  they  never  expected.  Let  every 
Mailer  of  a  College  and  a  publick  School  boldly,  and  vigoroufly, 
and  inilantly  adopt  the  words  and  fpirit  of  Cicero  to  his  friend 
Atticus.  "  In  qua  'Ego  naffus,  ut  mihi  videbar,  locum  rese- 
CANC.s;  LiBiDiNis  ET  coERCEND^  juvENTUTis,  vehcmens 
fui,  et  omfles  profndi  vires  animi  atque  ingenii  mei,  non  od;o 
addu£lu3  z\\cn]a?.,fed  fpe  reipuhlic^  corrigenda  et  fdnanda  ci-vifatis. 
Afflicta  est  Respublica  I" — Cic.  Ep.  ad  Attic.  L.  I.E.  l8. 
I  hope  this  note  will  be  regarded  •with  the  attention  it  calls  for 
from  the  piiblich. — At  all  events,  now  and  ever  ;  "  Sal-vc,  magna 
parens  doElrmx,  Etonia  tellus,  Magna  Virum  !" 

(/)  The  Rev.  Humphry  Sumner,  D.  D.  lately  elefted  (Nov. 
1797)  Mailer  of  King's  College  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
So  it  is  :   Muffat  taciio  Doctrina  iimore.      I   can  have  no    per- 

fonal  - 


(     26o     ) 

Or  Warren  Co  J  in  his  well-curv'd  palm  confound 

An 

foiial  objeflion  to  a  very  good-natured  man,  but  publick  confi- 
derations  make  me  refleft  deeply  on  fuch  a  fubjeft.  IVe  lament 
the  lofa  of  ?.  Provoft  venerable  in  advanced  age,  dignified  in  his 
deportment,  and  of  claffical  erudition  deep,  ufeful,  and  extenlive. 
In  the  extremefl  boundary  of  human  life,  without  the  throbs  of 
agony,  or  the  cold  gradations  of  diflblution  and  decay,  and  fup- 
ported  and  fullained  by  female  filial  piety,  (that  bleffed  boundcn 
duty)  he  came  as  a  fliock  of  corn  to  the  ground  in  his  feafon. 
Such  was  William  Cooke,  D.  D. 

But  when  I  think  on  all  the  eligllk  dodlors  and  learned  men, 
worthy  of  fucceeding  to  the  office,  who  belong  to  our  paramount  and 
i-oyal  College,  I  mull  own  the  choice  furprifes  me  at  fuch  a  time  as 
this.  I  comfort  myfelf  that  I  have  no  vote.  At  the  very  moment 
when  defence  is  more  than  ever  called  for,  it  feems  as  if  we  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  fyftem  oi inefficiency  for  publick  fupport.  I  know  not 
into  what  form  our  Univerfity  may  at  laft  be  changed.  It  may  be 
turned,  for  aught  I  can  tell,  into  an  Academia  degli  ArcadI  e  degli 
Bufii  carlcati.  It  may  ht  fupportedhj  the  violation  of  every  principle 
of  Academick  dignity,  and  by  an  unworthy  familiarity  of  learned 
gowns-men  with  mechanicks  and  (hop-folks.  It  may  become  an 
appendage  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Town  of  Cambridge.  Are 
nue  net  elbowed  on  the  floor  of  our  own  Senate  Houfe  by  an 
impudent,  unqualified  intruuon  of  Borough-mongering  Meiccis 
and  rufcling  Men-milliners  ?  Oxford  might  teach  us  better  IclTons 
She  knows  her  dignity,  and  preferves  it.  I  have  nothing  left  but 
to  deplore  the  change  among  ourfelves.  Would  to  heaven,  I  could 
avert  it.  "  Uni  quippe  vacaj:,ftudiirquc  cdiifque  carenti,  Newton  i 
lugere  genus!"  Let  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  however  be 
converted  into  any  thing,  but  a  feminary  for  French  principles 
and  tutorial  democracy.  Let  usconfider  a  little  to  whom  we  give 
our  confidesice.     Should  the  revenues  of  any  College  be  entruftcd 

to 


(       26l       ) 

An  ancient  guinea  with  a  modern  ( p)  pound  ; 

Sooner 

to  the  fufpicious  adniiiiillration  of  fpruce,  antiquated  d.'mocrats  ? 
Should  the  infigne  of  a  Chancellor's  authority  be  borne  by  a 
mongrel  rohujTious  fattUite  of  a  French  Directory?  I  think  not. 
The  robe  of  Caefar  was  folded  gracefully,  when  he  fell  in  the  Senate. 
Let  us  at  leafl  remember  that.  I  confefs  it  boldly  ;  my  principles 
are  ftrong  unto  falvation  ;  and  if  I  had  authority,  I  would 
thoroughly  purge  the  floor.  It  may  be  done  noiv  ;  but  how  long 
the  power  may  be  continued  to  us,  I  fear  to  conjefture.  The  Mo- 
nafteries  were  diffolved,  when  they  became  ufelefs.  His  Grac^ 
of  Grafton,  our  Chancellor,  has  indeed  given  Hints  ;  but  they 
are  for  dilTenters  and  Socinians  :  the  orthodoxy  of  the  Kigh 
Steward,  Mr.  Pitt,  might  yet  fupport  the  eflablifhment.  Some 
Colleges  have  w-atched  over  the  principles  of  the  men  propofed 
for  the  tutors  ;  but  all  have  not  fo  watched. 

I  would  not  fuffer  the  mufeof  Satire  to  defcend  among  Schools  and 
Colleges,  but  upon  the  moft  mature  and  the  moft  weighty  delibera- 
tion. Perhaps  this  is  the  laft  public  remonftrance  which  will  ever  be 
made.  I  would  not  fcatter  my  words  lightly  in  every  ear,  but  I  would 
graft  them  where  they  might  grow  and  bear.  At  this  hour  the  Statcis 
Ihaking  through  all  her  departments.  Nothing  is  indifferent,  which 
can  either  fupply  aliment  for  health,  or  remedies  for  a  mortal  dif- 
tcmperature.  The  grand  and  chief  fupporters  of  our  Country  in 
the  Parliament,  the  Law,  and  the  Church  mujl  proceed ■irom  the 
L'niverfities.  Upon  them,  primarily  and  ultimately,  as  to  our 
governors  and  legiflators,  Domus  wcUnata  recwnhit.  Nothing 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  diminifh  or  to  fully  the  charafter  of  our 
Athens,  and  pollute  the  fountains  of  Tlyfliis.  In  thefe  retirements, 
every  fcience,  and  every  art,  and  every  accomplrfliment  which  Is 
good  and  effentlal  to  man  In  civilized  foclety,  may  be  purfued 
with  effe6l ;  and  a  folemn  account  rendered  to  the  kingdom.     In 

them, 


(       263       ) 

Sooner  one  Prelate  hate  th*  unequal  glafs. 


And 


them,  the  Youth  of  this  Kingdom  may  btfl  learn  the  foun- 
dation of  all  knowledge ;  the  principles  of  evidence  in  fa- 
cred  and  human  affairs;  the  nature  of  legitimate  argument;" 
the  eternal  power  of  truth  oppofed  to  the  fubtleties  of  fophif- 
try  ;  the  pfoofs  of  revelation,  and  the  beft  intrcduftion  to  it, 
the  higher  philofophy  of  Greece  and  Rome ;  the  fources  of 
hiilory ;  the  finifhed  models  of  claffical  literature,  and  thofe 
alone ;  the  life  fprings  of  tafte  and  of  good  conduft  ;  the 
principles  and  laws  of  ancient  compofition ;  and  the  ab- 
horrence of  conceit  and  forced  thought.  Whatever  can 
bring  forth,  ftrengthen,  amplify,  cultivate,  enlighten,  pu- 
rify, and  direct  the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  within  thofe 
limits  which  are  prefcribed  by  its  great  Creator,  and  not  be- 
yond them  ;  all  thefe,  and  if  there  be  any  other  praife,  or  any 
other  virtue,  which  prefervcs  and  continues  to  man  the  blefs- 
ings  of  lawful  government,  and  of  fubjeftion  to  God,  the  Au- 
thor of  all  Order;  it  fhould  be  there  profecuted,  recommended, 
taught,  enforced,  and  inculcated.  1  call  upon  the  fervants  o\ 
the  Crown,  upon  the  folemn  Council  of  the  Nation,  upon  every 
one  who  bears  legal  rule  and  legiilative  authority  in  the  king- 
dom, to  hear  me,  and  to  anfwer  me.  Has  the  State  nothing  to  do 
vrith  the  Governors  and  Tutors  of  fuch  hallowed  and  important 
retreats  of  arts,  and  eloquence,  and  wifdom,  and  religion  ?  By 
their  very  nature  they  are  confecrated  to  a  high  and  holy  mi- 
niftry,  to  a  drift  fealty,  and  bounden  fervice  to  their  country. 
Their  dignity  and  necejjtty  can  he  laid  projlrate  by  themf elves  alone. 
If  they  are  true  to  their  own  caufe,  if  they  will  roufe  them- 
felves  into  a  vindication  of  the  great,  original,  mailer  prin-  , 
ciples  on  which  they  were  founded,  they  may  continue 
to  be  the  lights  of  the  kingdom.    They  will  again  be,  what  they 

always 


(    ^^z   ) 

And  round  (q)  his  table  let  the  Claret  pufs  j 


O'er 


always  fliould  be,  a  Tsvo?  iy.'Kiy.TO'),  a  Kcioi;  in;  ■srie^isronfic-ti,  a 
ExtriXiiav  li^oirivf^ix.  The  beft  and  the  ilrongeft  literary  bul- 
wark and  fortrefs  againll  deception,  error,  fopliiftiy,  anarchy, 
and  the  wildnefs  of  political  and  religious  confufion.  1  am 
not  fpeaking  out  of  fcafon,  or  without  neceffity  ;  I  am  fpeak- 
ing  in  fobcrntfs  and  in  truth.  While  the  words  are  pafling 
from  me,  jam  thebjE  juxta  et  tenebrosa  vorago  !-j- 

I  will  extend  an  obfervation  or  two,  on  the  method  of 
Academical  Iludy.  I  own,  I  never  had  a  very  great  fear  or  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  fevere  and  mq/l  indifpenfalle  ftudles  of 
Mathematicks  and  Natural  Philofophy  fliould  be  generally  car- 
ried too  far.  Into  the  inmoft  receffes  of  any  iludy  few  are 
permitted  to  enter.  In  Academical  education,  the  great  aim  and 
end  fliould  be,  to  recommend  the  iludy  of  original  works  prin- 
cipally, I  think  almotl  exclufively.  If  thefe  are  not  attended  to 
at  the  Univerlity,  they  are  feldom,  if  ever  read,  (I  am  furewlth 
little  efFedit)  at  any  other  period  of  life.  I  am  rigid  in  this 
opinion.  I  have  fecn  its  good  eifedls  in  men  of  eminence 
who  adhered  to  it.  "  Say,  ivouhlji  thou  hear  it  from  our  mouths 
"  or  from  our  Maflers  ?"  were  the  words  of  the  weird  Sifters  ; 
"  Call  them,  let  me  fee  than  ;"  was  the  reply  of  Macbeth.  In 
this  fpirit  would  I  confider  the  books  propofed  for  the  fub- 
jefts  of  publick  leftures.  By  way  of  inftance,  Locke,  Gro- 
tius,  Puffendorf,  Cumberland,  and  Woollailon,  fhould  be 
preferred  to  the  writers  who  have  arifen  iince  their  day.  I 
would  obje£l  to  Dr.  Paley's  moral  and  political  Philofophy, 
as  a  Ledure  book,  folely  upon  this  principle ;  for  it  is  a 
book  of  great  merit,  and.  of  general  utility.  Ne»v  mora- 
I'ty,    new    metaphyficks,     and     new   politicks,     are  introduced 

unaivares, 

t   Stat.  Theb.  L.  6. 


(     2.64     ) 
O'er  his  true  church  the  craity  St.  Pol  (rj  fleep, 


Or 


unawares,  from  the  contagion  of  the  time.  I  would  call  the  riilng 
youth  of  this  country,  to  the  intenfe,  and  fervent,  and  unremit- 
ting ftudy  of  the  ancient  claffical  wi  iters,  (whom  I  need  not  name) 
as  their  primary  choice.  I  call  upon  them  to  have  the  courage, 
to  be  ignorant  of  many  fubje£ls,  and  of  many  authors,  at  their 
ineilimable  age.  Never  to  pretend  to  ftudy,  in  their  firll 
academical  years,  what  they  defign  as  the  ultimate  end  of  their 
labours,  1  mean,  their  profeffion.  Their  w^hole  bufinefs  is  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  knowledge  original,  found,  and  itrong.  In 
particular,  the  ftudy  of  the  Law,  as  ftich,  (hould  never  be 
entered  upon,  even  in  limine,  before  the  firft  degree  in  arts 
is  obtained.  The  firft  volume  indeed  of  Blackftone's  Com- 
mentaries may  be  read,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Robertfon's 
Introduction  to  his  hiftory  of  Charles  the  Fifth.  They  are 
chef-d'osuvres  in  their  kind,  and  form  a  part  of  general  knowledge. 
The  fpecifick  ftudy  of  the  Law  in  the  Univerfity,  at  that  early 
age,  confines  and  cripples  the  faculties.  Such  a  Student  may  ar- 
rive at  mere  knowledge,  as  a  fpecial  pleader,  but  he  will  never  be 
illuftrious,  or  ornamental  to  his  profeffion.  When  a  man  has 
once  entered  upon  any  profeffion  whatever,  his  education  has  in 
fa£t  ceafed.  They,  who  by  a  patient  continuance,  and  undi- 
verted attention  to  academical  ftudies  alone,  have  fought  for  the 
original  materials  of  fcience  and  of  folid  fame,  have  feldom  failed 
in  their  great  purfuit.  I  am  zealous  for  the  honour  and  utility 
of  both  our  Univcrfities.  I  am  earneft  in  my  words  and 
thoughts.  I  fee  and  hear  them  too  frequently,  and  moft  un- 
worthily, traduced  in  writing  and  in  converfation.  I  fee  the 
inftitution  ridiculed  and  fneered  at  by  the  thoughtlefs,  by  the 
ignorant,  and  by    the   defigning.      But   it    is  a   common  caufe. 

They 
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Or  bounds  with  Hereticks  John  Mllrier  fsj  keep  ; 

Or 

They  fhould  always  be  termed,  in  literary  dignity  and  with  a 
prophctick  fpirit,  the  *'  iEneadas  magnos  et  nobile  Pallenteum  !" 
I  am  for  no  balance  cf  merit  between  them.  Let  them  adopt 
any  juR;  improvement.  I  wifli  to  fee  no  fparkles  from  their 
colliiion  ;  bat  I  would  have  them  grow  brighter  and  more 
illuftrious  from  mutiial  refleftion.  But  if  they  are  doomed  tb 
fall,  and  the  mortal  hour  of  democracy,  confufion,  and  tyranny 
is  approaching,  this  book.,  till  it  is  prohibited  by  a  Diredlory,  will 
fliew  they  had-  a  friend,  bold '  enough  to  contend  to  the  lajl  for 
their  original  and  inherent  dignity.  A  friend  who  believed,  or 
rather  who  knew,  them  to  be  capable,  in  their  high  funilions,  to 
maintain  and  adorn  the  principles  of  h^ppincfs,  and  fafety,  and 
learning,  and  comfort,  and  hope,  and  good  confcience  ;  againfl 
foppery,  and  falfe  fcience,  and  the  degradation  of  the  intellecl:,  and 
frippery,  and  pompous  nonfenfe,  and  the  infolence  of  fciolifts, 
and  the  negledl  of  good  writing,  and  of  good  manners.  A 
friend  wlio,  with  no  falfe  enthuiiafm,  would  fecure  the  perma- 
nency of  THESE  ILLUSTRIOUS  INSTITUTION'S,  With  cvcrv  mo- 
nument of  ancient  arts,  and  eloquence,  and  fcience,  confe- 
crated  by  the  miniftry  of  religion  to  the  {lability  of  the  Stale. 
(Nov.  1797.} 

(n)  The  Rev.  W.  Langford,  D.D.  Canon  of  Windfor,  and 
Loiver-  Majhr  of  Eton  School.  An  inftru6tor  of  much  in- 
duftryand  ability,  and  not  without  livelinefs.  It  is  parti- 
cular, that  his  Majefty  never  leaves  Windfor  for  Chelten- 
ham, Weymouth,  or  any  other  place,  but  all  the  publick 
papers  indantly  inform  us  of  Dr.  Langford's  loyal  atten- 
tion. *'  The  King  arrived  at  Weymouth  on  fuch  or  fuch  a  day  ; 
the  next  week  Dr.  Langford  fet  oS  from  Eton,  and  preached  be- 
fore his  Majefty  the  following  Sunday."     The  Doftor,  on  thefc 

occafions. 
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Or  Wilberforce  range  lawlefs  through  the  town  ; 

Or 

occations,  fuddenly  difappears,  and  like  the  River  Alpheus, 
having  glided  foftly  under  the  Sicanian  waves,  (uncontaminated 
by  the  faltnefs  of  the  ocean)  rifes  agciin  found  and frejh  in  the  pul- 
pit at  Weymouth.  This  is  very  kind.  The  Doftor  feems  un- 
v.'illing  to  Irufl:  the  royal  theology  to  the  country  curates  even  for 
a  few  weeks,  during  his  Majefty's  abfence  from  the  heavenly 
confillory  at  Windfor,  noiv  his  07ily  Chaplains,  who,  it  is  hoped, 
attend  deeply  to  their  theological  ftudies,  mindful  of  the  great 
charge  .  fo  fpeciflcally  and  honourably  committed  to  them. 
This  is  very  confiderate  in  Dr.  Langford,  and  a  high  mark  of  his 
loyal  attachment. 

*'  Mori  cher  Dclpln't,  fure  you  will  agree, 
"  That  for  (a  B'lfiop)  none  fo  fit  as  Hcy 
"   Who  gives  the  King  fuch  i)ery  good  avis." 

See  the  Probationary  Odes,  by  Friar  Lawrence  and  his  (ci- 
devant)  conventual  brethren. 

(o)  Pcichaid  V/arren,  M.  D.  a  learned  and  able  Phyfician  of 
the  time.  "  The  ivell  curved pahri'''  is  the  attitude  of  a  modern 
phyfician,  when  he  is  about  to  leave  his  patient,  and  which  he  as 
naturally  clofes  upon  his  f<:e,  as  a  lobfter  does  his  claw.  As  I 
have  a  high  refptft  for  the  Medical  art,  I  will  gratify  Dr.  War- 
ren, and  many  other  ingenious  gentlemen  of  the  profeffion, 
with  an  extradl  from  one  of  the  Elogia  written  by  Sammarthanus; 
it  relates  to  a  phyfician  whom  he  names  Marefcottus,  "  Re- 
*'  covderis  Marefcottum  noftrum  tr'ui  fe  facrse  arti  noftras  (Me- 
♦'  dicsB  fcilicet)  debere  profeffura,  quibus  caruifTet,  fi  propofttum 
"  a parentihus  facerdot'ium  {\i.{ct^\^iiX.  %  fcilicet,  fanitatem  athleti- 
'*  cam  a?tatis  anno  8 2 mo,  centum  aureorum   vi'illia,  atqne  intimam 

**  innu- 
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Or  Mingay  be  the  glory  of  his  gown  ; 


Or 


**  iniunnerorum  illuftnum  amicitiam."  Sammartli.  Elog.  p.  83 
and  84.  N.  B.  Though  the  Do6:or  rejefted  the  propofitum 
facerdnl'ium  for  himfelf,  yet  his  Brother  my  Lord  of  Bangor  was 
mnd,^  into  a  Bj/Jjop  hj  fraternal  flcill  in  the  reign  of  Lord  North. 
— Since  this  note  was  Jirjl  printed,  (July  1797,)  the  publick 
have  lamented  the  lofs  of  this  acute  and  very  learned  phyfi'cian* 
Dum  loqiihniir,   &c.  See. 

[p)  This  allufion  was  evidently  made  fince  the  26th  of  Feb. 
1797,  foon  after  which  the  Bank  iffued  the  (9«<»^o«/; J  notes,  to 
the  great  difqniet  of  the  faculty. 

[q)  "  Siccat  inaquales  calices  Coriviva  SacerclosJ"  It  is  well 
known  by  the  Clergy  of  a  powerful  northern  diocefe,  that  on 
publick  days  when  the  Claret  or  Burgundy  arrives  at  a  certain 
diflance  from  the  top  of  the  table,  where  my  Lord  is  feated,  the 
attrafting  power  fuddenly  draws  the  bottles  acrofs  the  table. 
This  is  not  an  anecdote  of  other  times.  It  is  true  at  tliis  hour. 
(July,  1797.)  When  avarice,  pride,  and  meanncfs  a<3:  iipoa 
the  mind  at  once,  I  leave  it  to  "the  metaphyficians  to  deter- 
mine the  curve  in  which  it  moves. — I  fay  no  more. 

(r)  The  Billiop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  whom  the  chief  care  of 
the  publick  largefs  of  this  kingdom  to  the  French  Emigrants 
ficred  and  profane  is  committed.  Seethe  portrait  of  his  Catho- 
lick  Lordlhip  in  the  publick  print  (hops  of  London.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  doubt  the  apparent  propriety  of  the  epithet  1  have  given 
him,  if  we  only  glance  on  the  portrait.— -I  refer  the  reader  to  all 
my  notes  on  the  Roman  Catholick  caufe,  in  the  Third  Dialogue  of 

tha 
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Or  Erfkine  ceafe  from  impotent  grimace. 
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the  P.  of  L.  It  is  indeed  true  that  THE  Popedom  is  now  fallen; 
hnt  the  fplrh  of  it,  I  ftill  maintain,  is  neither  extinft  nor  afleep. 
By  way  of  Contrajl,  I  cannot  refrain  from  prefenting  to  the  rea- 
der the  picture  of  Pope  Paul  the  Fourth,  as  drawn  by  the 
raafler  hand  of  Paolo  Sarpi.  I  will  not  injure  the  fubh'mity  and 
force  of  the  language  by  a  tranflation.  He  well  knew  the  court 
and  the  policy  of  Papal  Rome,  and  they  knew  him.  "  E  ben 
cofa  certa,  que  Paolo,  come  quello  che  era  d'animo  grandc  e 
de'  vafti  penfieri,  teneva  per  ficuro  di  poter  remediare  a  tutti  i 
difordini  per  la  fola  fua  auiorita  ponttficale,  ne  riputava  di  aver 
h'lfogna  in  cio  di  Principe  alcuno  ;  folito  di  non  parlar  mai  con  gll 
Ambafciadori,yt^  non  intonandogli  nelh  orecchie  che  egli  era  sopra 
TUTTI  GLi  Principi  ;  chc  non  voleva  che  aleuno  d'effi  domes- 
tjcafie  feco,  che  poteva  mutar  regni,  che  era  Successor  di  Chi 
h'a  depofto  Re  et  Imperadori."  Ift.  del  Concil.  Trident.  Lib.  5. 
This  pifture  of  a  Pope,  in  the  plenitude  of  pontifick  power, 
iliould  be  prffented  to  all  Chrlftian  Countries,  "  in  perpetuam 
*'  rci  memoriam,^  that  they  may  contemplate  what  this  fpiritual 
tyranny  and  ufiirpation  once  were,  and  what  the  principles  of 
the  Romifh  Church  facred  and  political  (which  never  change  in 
eflencc,  fubftance,  or  fpirit  under  any  calamity)  will  at  all 
times  naturally  introduce,  whenever  they  obtain  their  full  ope- 
ration. "  ULi  Papa,  ibi  Roma!"  in  fsecula  faeculorura  !  Let 
EtnAand  look  to  this. 

(s)  To  the  revival  of  the  Roman  Catholick  Caufe  in  Great 
Britain,  *'  Pcftis  cro  vivensP     In  our  dread  and   natural  horror 
of  Atheifm  and    of  anarchy,     why    are  Kue  to  revive    fuperfti- 
lion  and    tyranny  ?    i  have  nothing  to  do    with   the  emancipa- 
tion 
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And  his  appeals  to  (t)  God,  his  prime  difgracc ; 

Or 

tion  of  the  Catholicks  in  Ireland,  but  to  my  appi-ehciifion  it  Is 
a  meafure  full  of  danger.  It  is  at  one  llrokc  to  alter  the  fuiula- 
mental  law  and  conllitution  of  the  country.  I  write  in  Great 
Britain,  and  direct  my  thoughts  for  this  kingdom,  wifliing  for 
peace,  tranqitillily,  and  union  between  the  two  iflands. — I  have 
given  more  time  and  ftudy  to  this  Roman  CathuUck  JuhjeEl  than 
any  man  perhaps,  at  this  t'lmey  will  think  it  deferves.  I  have 
perufcd  many  a  dull  and  uninterelling  tra£l,  even  of  their  own 
fquabbles  among  one  another,  much  to  the  lofs  of  my  own 
quiet.  In  general  I  pafs  them  over,  and  cgnfign  them  to  their 
own  dulnefs.  But  there  Is  one  pamphlet,  not  for  any,  even 
the  leafl,  excellence  of  the  compofition,  but  for  the  virulence 
of  Its  fpirlt,  which  I  call  into  publick  notice,  if  the  publick 
will  or  can  feel  upon  the  fubjeft.  It  is  entitled,  "  A  Reply 
to  the  R'eport  publKhed  by  the  Cifalpine  Club  on  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Proteilation  at  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  &c.  &c.  by 
the  Rfi,v.  John  Milner."  Printed  for  Coghlan,  Duke  Street, 
Grofvenor  Square,  1795.  It  is  written,  as  the  title  page  Informs 
me,  by  one  John  Milner,  a  Provincial  Prieft  relident  (^jj  /  aw? 
toM)  at  Winchefter,  not  an  emigrant,  nor  in  the  King's  Houfe  -. 
(while  the  Pricfts  lived  there  en  majfe,)  but  the  prieft  of  a 
private  chapel  in  that  city.  He  feems  by  his  writings,  (I  know 
no  more  of  him)  to  be  of  the  moft  intolerant  principles  and 
tieliherate  in  the  application  of  them.  He  exhibits  at  once  the 
extremes  of  fiercenefs  and  of  impotence.  But  he  reprefents  the 
opinions  of  a  very  large  portion  of  their  body  by  whom  he  Is 
accredited.  He  Is  very  cautious  In  his  pamphlet,  as  he  think?, 
but   his  caution  fpeaks  plainer  language  than    the  franknefs  of 

thf 
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Or  Grafton's  virtues^  to  their  lateft  day. 

Expire 

the  moll  open  declaration.  "  It  is  apprehended  (he  fays)  that 
*'  the  publication  of  the  fafts  in  queftion  nught  prove  detrimental 
*•  to  the  Cathol'ich  Intercjl  (obferve  the  words)  on  any  yutvk^ 
*'  application  to  the  Leg'iflature,'"  p.  36.  W^  fee  this  wary  prieil 
has  not  thought  proper  to  conceal  that  they  have  further  inten- 
tions. He  tries  the  ground  before  him,  but  his  fteps  arc  uneafy. 
The  indulgence,  it  feems,  is  not  to  rejl  here.  The  lenity  of  our 
government  naturally  leads  to  other  demands.  With  this  clue  in 
my  hand,  I  have  little  difficulty  to  pafs  through  the  intricacy  of 
this  Roniifii labyrinth.  In  another  part  of  Mr.  Milncr's  "  Reply," 
his  indignation  rifes  againfl.  fome  expreffions  in  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Catholicks.  We  fee  the  embers  under  which  the  fire 
IS  not  yet  extinguidied.  He  is  afraid,  that  lue  Protejlants  fhould 
think  that  the  fpirit  of  his  church  has  fufFered  an  abatement, 
"  Thus  to  MY  judgment  (he  cries  out)  am  I  and  the  whole  Ca- 
"  tholick  Body,  ivithoui  conjenting  to  it,  pledged  in  the  face  of 
"  the  Legillature  to  condemn  the  wars  of  Charlemagne,  and 
"  THE  Crusade  againjl  the  infamous  Albigenses."  p.  28. 
I  hope  we  are  all  children  of  mercy,  trained  and  educated  in 
the  benevolence  and  charity,  which  Chrift  has  taught  and  eh- 
forced,  and  if  we  have  read  the  hiftory  of  that  infernal  and 
murderous  petfecution  of  the  devoted  Albigenfes,  (whofe  chief 
crime  was  their  determined  oppofition  and  refiflance  to  tlir 
papal  tyranny-j-)  v/hat    opinion   or    what   comment   fhall  we  form 

on 


f  The  Albigenfes    were  a   fc6l   of  the  Waldenfes,  who  had 
their  rife  in   the  twelfth    century.      I   know  what    ths   malice  ot 

their 
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Expire  in  Junius  and  revive  in  Gray  ; 

Or, 

on  this  mcrcilefs  prieft,  who  after  the  lapfc  of  centuries,  feels 
the  fame  paflions  and  the  fame  third  of  blood  againfl,  thefe  inno- 
cent viftims  of   popiOi  and    arbitrary    violence  I  Crhnlne  ah  un9 

DISCE   OMNES  ! 

(/)  Nothing  can  be  more  offenfive,  more  injudicious,  and  in 
fome  inftances  more  profane,  than  when  a  Barrjjler  appeals  to  God 
for  the  truth  of  every  affertion  made  in  a  court  of  lawr,  and  in 
many  cafes  when  the  fa£ls  have  been  doubtful,  and  fometlmes 
have  been  afterwards  proved  to  be  falfe.  I  call  this  a  prime  dif- 
fract;  and  I  hope  no  Barrlfter  of  ability  vvIU  follow  this  flippant 
rafh  habit  of  Mr.  Erilcine,  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  which 
-lue  have  all  fo  repeatedly  witnefled.  Mr.  Erfliine's  own  better 
fenfe  and  ferious  thought  (for  I  believe  he  has  fome  ferious 
thoughts)  will  reflrain  him  in  future.  But  publick  men  mull  be 
told  of  their  faults  publickly. 


their  enemies  has  fnggefted  againll  them.  This  is  not  a  place 
to  d'fcifs  hiftory,  but  I  refer  the  itatefman  to  Thuanus  L. 
I.  S.  l6.  Vol.  1.  p.  221.  Ed.  Buckley.  N.  B.  For  their  confef- 
fion  of  faith,  which  was  prefented  to  King  Francis  the  Firft, 
by  the  wretched  remnant  of  thefe  Albigenfes,  I  refer  the  theo- 
logical and  political  reader  to  Sandius's  Hill.  Eccles.  It  is 
an  honour  to  their  religion.  Sandius's  words  begin.  "  A. 
"  1544-  Merindoliani  et  Caprarienfes  &c.  exiftentefque  Re- 
"  Uqu'tte  Alh'igenfium  fequentem  lidei  fuse  confeffionem  obtu- 
"  lerunt  Francifco  I.  Hegi  Gallias,  quam  a  majoribus  quafi 
"  per  manus  acceperant,  abhinc  anno  poll  Chrifti  Jucarn  : 
«   1200,"  &c.      Sand.  Hid.  E.  p.  425. 
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Or,  by  the  wayward  juflice  of  the  land. 
Great  Mansfield  fall  by  an  Attorney's  hand  ;  (zi) 
Or  one  mean  caufe  the  virtuous  ('n)  Scott  maintain^ 
Turn  law  to  trade,  or  deem  religion  vain  5 
Or  (f)  Rofe  with  coy  fubmlffion,  modeft  grace. 
Rife  to  explain  his  fmecures  and  place  ; 
Or  the  Bank  bow  to  Pitt's  imperial  creed  ; 
Or  Dramatifls  to  publick  trufl  fucceed  j 
Sooner  to  France  Tham.es  roll  his  current  ftrong. 
Than  men  love  verfe,  high  fancy,  or  the  fong. 
^  Nor 

(m)  See  a  long  law-life  in  410,  of  the  great  Earl  Mansfield, 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench  ;  by  Mr.  Holliday, 
in  a  very  peculiar  ftyle  indeed.  For  the  greater  part,  it  is  a 
bundle  of  reports  and  law  pleadings  ftrung  together.  It  i« 
aftonifhing  to  me,  that  Conveyancers  and  Attorneys,  who 
really  appear  not  to  know  how  to  conilriidl  a  fingle  fentence 
without  provoking  a  fmile  at  fome  error  in  grammar,  language, 
or  metaphor,  will  think  themfelves  qualified  to  deliver  down 
to  poflerity  the  lives  of  great  men.  Luckily,  Mr.  Holliday's 
zeal  does  viot  offend  us  In  rhyme.  The  frienddiip  and  the 
verfe  of  Pope,  as  well  as  the  fplendour  of  his  own  abilities,  and 
the  dignity  of  their  high  exertions,  have  fecured  an  eternity  of 
reputation  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield  which  can. 
never  fall  even  by  Mr.  Holliday's  attempt. 

^x)   Sir  John  Scott,  Attorney  General. 

(y)  George  Rofe,  Efq.  Secretary  to  the  Treafury,  &c.  &c. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(   '^n   ) 

Nor  think,  a  Poet's  name  I  lightly  prize, 
Taught  by  the  mufe,  and  by  her  wifdoni  wife  : 
But  in  the  wane  of  Empires  (mark  the  hour) 
Vice  and  the  fword  confolidate  all  pow'r  j 
Laws  pafs  their  fzj  bounds  j  few  flatefmen  (land 

erect ; 
All  in  their  country's  name,  themfelves  proted  j 
The  Conflitution  founds  in  every  fpeech, 
The  words  an  infult,  and  each  aft  a  breach  j 
The  publick  hopes  with  publick  credit  fmk — 
At  fucb  an  hour,  when  meji  to  madnefs  think. 
What  is  a  Poet,  what  is  fiftion's  drain  ? 
Junius  faj  might  probe  a  Nation's  wounds  in  vain. 

S  As 

fzj  The  violence,  fedition,  and  daring  ivickcdnefs  of  tiriies 
Uhs  thefe  produce  the  neceffity  of  extending  laws  and  regulations, 
and  afts  which  are  declared  temporary,  and  called  for  by  that 
neceffity  alone.  When  the  danger  is  paft,  the  Conllitution 
is  again  left  to  protedl  itfelf  by  its  ancient  laws,  if  that  dan- 
ger can  now,  or  ever,  pafs  from  us.  This  is  what  0£lavius 
feems  to  mean,  by  "  laws  pajfing  their  bounds,"  &c.  in  this 
and  the  folioiving  lines ;  and  in  this  fenfe  I  hope  he  will  be  un- 
derllood. 

faj  O  magna  facer  et  fuperbus  umbra  ! 

Stat.  Sylv.  L.  2.  Carra.  7. 

Junius 
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As  from  a  diamond  globe,  with  r?iys  condenfe, 
*Tis  Satire  gives  the  flrongeft  light  to  fem'e. 
To  thought  compreffion,  vigour  to  the  foul, 
To  language  bounds,  to  fancy  due  controul, 
To  truth  the  fplendour  of  her  awful  face, 
To  learning  dignity,  to  virtue  grace. 
To  confcience  (lings  beneath  the  cap  or  crovv^n, 
To  vice  that  terror  flie  will  feel  and  own. 

But  if  in  love  with  fidion  Hill,  at  court 
Prefent  in  verfe  fome  new  Finance  Report, 
How  taxes,  funds,  and  debts  fhall  difappear, 
Or  in  the  fiftieth  or  five-hundredth  year. 
Or  tread  the  maze  of  pidurefque  delight. 
From  Holwood  paint  with  Pitt  the  profpeft  bright ; 

Without 


Junius  told  the  nation  that  "  a  time  might  arrive,  at  which 
*'  every  inferior  confiderahon  nmjl yield  to  the  Security  of  the 
*'  Sovereign,  i3«J  ^0  THE  GENERAL  SAFETY  o/'/Z'f  State."  In- 
troduft.  to  Lett.  35.  This  is  not  the  doftrine  of  Home  Tookc 
and  the  defperate  French  fa£tionS|  and  feditious  focieties  now  in 
England. — Junius  had  not/o  learned  the  Conftitution  of  Eng- 
land ;  nor  has  the  Author  of  the  P.  of  L.  fo  learned  it. 


(     ^~1S     ) 
Without  one  "  line  of  boundary'*  to  fpeecli, 
The  fummit  of  conceit  with  Gilpin  fbj  reach 
In  Dcfolaiions  dread  partitions  felt, 
With  c^ip,  and  bole,  grand  majfes,  burji,  and  belt, 

S  2  With 


(Z')  I  am  under  the  iiecefilty  of  making  a  ftrong  remonftrance 
agaiiill  llje  language  of  R,  Gilpin's  writings  on  Landfcape  and 
the  Pidlurefque.  It  is  Inch  :i.fdrtago  or  jargon  of  fpeech  as  is 
wholly  unneceffary,  though  we  are  taught  to  believe  them  appro- 
priate terms.  They  abfolutely  appear  in  troops.  Dips — Boles — 
Grand  Majfes — Belts — tremulous  Shudders — Burjli — pl(jfiy  Inunda- 
tions— partitions  of  defolation — continents  of  precipice — and  a  hundred 
more,  till  the  Englifli  language  fets  all  Englifh  meaning  at  defiance. 
Thefe  terms  are  nbt  the  parce  detorta  of  Horace,  but  mere  jargon 
and  foolidi  affedation.  Dilettanti  and  Connoiffeurs  almoll 
blufh  to  ufe  them.  A  term  or  word  may  not  be  quite  obvious 
or  eafy,  yet  it  may  not  be  affedled.  But  the  rage  of  Concetto  ad- 
mits no  "  line  of  boundary,"  as  thefe  gentlemen  love  to  talk. 
To  ufe  the  words  of  Shakfpcare  in  one  oS.  his  otun  plays,  as  it  now 
feem,s,  (for  Dr.  Farmer  and  George  Steevens,  Efq.  take  from  him 
and  give  to  him  jujl  as  they  pleafe).  "  They  abfolutely  make  a 
battery  through  our  defencelefs  parts."  Pericles  Prince  cf  Tyre, 
Aft.  5.  Sc.  I. — Simplicity  in  language  is  firit  to  be  fought. 
Strength  and  dignity  will  follow.  Government,  the  arts,  morali- 
ty, and  religion,  are  all  concerned  in  its  prefervation.  Mr. 
Gilpin's  works  on  other  fubje&s  have  and  deferve  high  ap- 
probation. In  all  but  the  pifturefque  he  feems  as  ready  as  any 
man  to  fay,  "  State  fuper  'oias  antiquasP 
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With  Jhuddgrs  tremulous  explore  your  way. 
Through  plq/hy  inundations  (c)  led  aftray, 
Till  tir'd  and  jaded  with  the  coxcomb  flrains, 
Howeward  you  ileal  "  through  Surry's  (d)  quiet 

lanes," 
Renounce  all  Gilpin's  jargon,  faid  or  fung. 
And  talk  of  Nature*s  works  in  Nature's  tongue. 
But  ftill  keep  Method. 

AUTHOR. 

Method  ? 


O  C  T  A  V I  U  S. 

Yes  :  'tis  plain. 
Connexion,  order,  7nethod  you  difdain : 

You 


{c)  AngJic},  «  Fens." 

[d)  "  Stealing  through  the  quiet  lanes  of  Surry,"  is  an  eafy 
and  happy  exprelfion  (cur  non  omnia  Pj  of  Mr.  Gilpin's.  Ob- 
fervat.  in  the  Lakes  of  Wcftmoreland,  &c.  Vol.  2.  p.  268. 


(   '^n   ) 

You  write  when  in  the  humour,  fcarce  exaft. 
The  thoughts  disjointed,  nor  the  fenfe  compad ; 
Be  regular  :  from  A  to  B  proceed  j 
I  hate  your  zig-zag  verfe,  and  wanton  heed. 

AUTHOR. 

Your  counfel's  good  :  I'll  lock  it  in  my  breaft, 
Like  Mansfield,  I  ne'er  enter  (e)  my  proteft  : 
But  fay,  a  fimple  ftory  fhall  I  tell  ? 
A  MAN  OF  METHOD  is  the  theme. 

OCTAVIUS. 

'Tis  well. 

AUTHOR. 


(f)  The  great  Lord  Mansfield  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  and  his  nephew  the  late  very  learned  (c't-devani)  Lord 
Stormont,  made  a  rule  never  to  enter  a  proteft  on  the  Journals 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
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AUTHOR. 

There  llv'd  a  Scholar  (/)  late,  of  London  famcj 
A  Doftor,  (o-)  and  Morofophos  (/>)  his  name  : 
From  all  the  pains  of  ftudy  freed  long  fmce. 
Far  from  a  Newton,  and  not  quite  a  (/)  Vince  ; 

In 


(f)  When  I  am  very  particular  in  the  defcrlption  of  a  cha- 
ra6ler,  I  abftain  from  giving  the  leaft  hint  of  a"  real  name. 
"  Quis  rapiet  ad  fe  quod  erit  commune  omnium  ?"  or  in  Le 
Sage's  inimitable  language,"  qui  fe  fera  connoUre  mal  a  propos  ?" 
I  only  give  this  as  A  Charaaer,  and  fay  no  more. 

fgj  The. word  and  title  of  "  Doctor"  is  miferably  abufed. 
Erafmus  long  ago  in  an  Epiftle  from  Louvain  in  1520  to  the  ce- 
lebrated Cardinal  Campeggio,  obferved  with  fome  indignation, 
"  Uncie  DocTORis  titulo  gloriantur,  }j}/i  ut  doceant  ?  Erafmi 
Epift.  Ed.  Lond.  Fol.  652.  I  wlfh  this  were  written  in  large 
charaflers  over  the  door  of  the  theatre  at  Oxford,  and  the  Senate 
Houfe  at  Cambridgeo 

fhj  Morofophos.  1.  e,  SiuUe  faplens. — But  more  prefently  of 
Dr.  MoRosopHos,  the  Man  of  Method. 

(t)  A  learned  and  ufeful  ProfefTor  of  Natural  Experimental 
PJiilofophy  at  Cambridge.     See  his  works. 
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In  metaphyficks  bold  would  fpread  his  fails, 
And  with  Monboddo  (till  believ'd  (k)  in  tails  ; 
At  anatoniick  lore  would  fomctimes  peep, 
And  call  Earle  (/)  ufeful,  Abernethy  (w)  deep ; 
With  Symonds  and  with  Grafton's  Duke  (;z)  would 
A  Dilettante  in  Divinity  ;  [vie, 

A  fpecial 

fkj  All  the  learned  world  knows  Ijow  Lord  Monboddo  believed 
and  ftill  believes,  that  men  bad  once  tails  depending  from  the 
gab/e  end  of  their  bodies,  fuppofing  them  to  go  upon  all  fours. 
N.  B.  Dr.  Johnfon  defines  the  gable  end  to  be  *'  the  Jlopng  roof  oi 
a  building,"  and  he  gives  a  pleafanb  inftance  from  Mortimer's 
Hufbandry.  "  Take  care  that  all  your  brick  work  be  covered 
?^c.  without  gahle  ends,  which  are  very  heavy,  &c." 

(I)  James  Earle,  Efq.  Senior  Surgeon  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hofpital,  and  Editor  of  the  celebrated  Perciyal  Pott's  Works. 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  notes  which  Mr.  Earle  has  added 
are  valuable ;  nor  would  I  pafs  in  filence  the  treatifes  he  has 
given  to  the  world  in  his  own  name,  the  refult  of  extenfive  pra6iicc 
and  accurate  obfervation. 

(in)  A  young  Surgeon  of  an  accurate  and  philofophical  fpi- 
rit  of  inveiligation,  from  whofe  genius  and  labours  I  am  led  to 
think,  the  medical  art  and  natural  fcience  will  hereafter  receive 
great  acceffions. 

(n)  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  Chancellor,  and  John  Sy- 
moRus,   L.L.  D.  Profcffor  of  Modern    Kidorv  in  the  Univerfity 

of 


(      28o     ) 

A  fpeciai  clerk  for  method  and  for  plan. 
Through  fcience  by  the  alphabet  he  ran. 

He 

of  Cambridge,  have  both  attracted  the  piibh'c  attention  by  their 
various  Hints  and  ohfervalions  on  fuLjedls  of  ScripLiire. — As  I 
never  may  have  fo  convenient  an  opportunity,  I  will  alfo  offer 
a  rennark  or  two,  which  are  neit.'  to  me,  on  a  paffage  in  St. 
Paul's  Epiftles,  if  another  Layman  may  be  heard  with  indul- 
gence. There  is  no  particular  conjedlure  as  to  the  peculiar 
meaning  or  force  of  the  following  paffage  of  St.  Paul  in  the  Se- 
cond Epiftle  to  Timothy.  "  The  Cloak  which  I  left  at  Troas 
bring  with  thee,  and  the  books,  but  efpecially  the  parchments.''* 
Ep.  2.  C.  4.  V.  15.  I  would  hint,  that  this  Epiftle  was  written 
from  Rome  when  Paul  was  brought  before  Nero  the  fecond  time. 
£y8«5''p;5  ti.7Tfi  FftijWijj,  on  ix.  aivri^a  -zrei^nrTn  JlayAs;  T^y  l^xia-x^i 
Nsfavt.  In  the  2zd  Chapter  of  the  Afts,  Paul  was  tenacious  of 
the  privilege  of  Roman  Citizenfiiip,  and  it  proved  of  much  ad- 
vantage to  him  before  the  Centurion.  It  may  be,  and  it  is,  a 
matter  of  mere  conjcLture,  whether  he  might  be  required  to  prove 
himfelf  a  Citizen  of  Rome,  when  he  was  to  make  his  defence. 
Thpfc  parchments  (fzzii'^^xvxi)  might  contain  fome  documents, 
or  be  a  deed  or  diploma  of  fome  confequence  to  the  matter 
in  queilion.  But  as  to  the  Cloak,  there  Is  fomething  more 
particular.  The  Cloak  in  the  original,  is  <I>eA«y*j;,  or  <I>a;Xev:if, 
which  is  undoubtedly  a  corruption  for  (P^voXm,  and  it  is  fo  read 
in  the  Codex  M.  S.  BibliothecEK  Caefarese  Viennenhs.  (^eavoMi 
was  grec'ifed  from  the  Roman  word  Panula.  This  is  no  more 
than  was  done  frequently  in  other  languages  and  in  other  coun- 
tries. Particularly  when  the  feat  of  Empire  was  transferred 
from  Pvome  to  Byzantium,  the  lavi'yers  of  the  Imperial  Courts 
were    obliged    to     grccife    many    terms    of    law ;    as    ^ihuy.*^^- 
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lie  look,  not  e'en  in  thought  inclin'd  to  rove, 
A  wife  for  regularity,  not  love  j 

A  little 

f.iiu-(rK^t^g  for  Ji(h'i  comm't[far'ioSy  rsaraS^ov  for  rcpuillum,  (as  in  this 
pafTage,  "  EtiA#yw?  >/i  yw/i  ro  Vi-iMnditv  c-rnMa'  xta."  Julli- 
iiian,  Novell.  22.)  Ky,va-^virj.,  for  Ccnfctr,  E'^sti'^itov,  for  Expedl- 
tum  or  ILxpecUt'io,  KOfAwg^of-na-o-ov  for  compromijjum,  and  other  words, 
as  may  be  feen  in  Du  Frcfne's  and  other  Lexicons,  but  in  par- 
ticular in  a  molt  fingular  and  fcnrce  GlofTaty  by  Mcurfius.f  And 
in  the  Eaft,  hejore  the  acceffion  of  the  Houfeof  Timour,  the  Ara- 
h'lan  language  was  prevalent  in  H'tndojan,  wlien  the  Hindoo 
Rajas  had  Communication  with  the  Mahommedan  princes  ;  and 
it  is  remarkable,  that  the  Aralian  language  is  ufed  techni- 
cally in  the  Code  of  Gentoo  laws.  Ch.  2.  S.  3.  *'  That 
is  a  wonjan's  property,  during  the  ylyamml  Shaddee,''^  which 
is  the  Arahkh  term  for  the  Days  of  Marriage.  The  trial  of  Ma- 
horajah  Nundocomar  for  forgery  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  in  Bengal,  will  furnilli  many  fingular  inftances. — 
But  to  return  to  the  <^xivoMi  or  Panula.  I  would  obferve  that 
when  the  Roman  fiate  degenerated  into  an  abfolute  monarchy, 
many  Citizens  laid  afide  the  Toga  and  wore  the  Pitnuh!,  or  the 
Lacartia  in  its  ftcad.  Augullus  highly  difapprcved  of  this  change 
in  their  drefs.  He  was,  as  Suetonius  informs  us,  huTignalundus, 
and  gave  orders  to  the  jE.dricbon  the  fubjeft  :  "  Negotlum  iEdili- 
bu5  Qcdit,  ne  qvtm  poRhac  in  foro  paterentur,  nifi  pofitis  lacerrds 
tcgatum  confillere."  Odav.  C.  40,  But  the  /"ie/it/u/ vvas  ftill  worn. 

As 


-j-  "  Joannis  Meurui  GloiTaiium  GrKco — Barbarum,  in  quo 
prtcter  vocabula  quinqr.:;  millia  quadringenta,  Olticia  atque 
Dignitatcs  Imperii  Conuantinop.  tarn  in  Palatio,  quam  in 
Ecclefia  aut  Militia  esplicantur  et  iilufirantur."  Lugd.  Bat. 
1 6 1 4-. 
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A  little  architeO:  in  all  his  fchemes. 
Some  fay  he  had  a  method  in  his  dreams. 
Three  feffions  in  the  Houfe  he  daily  toil'dj 
In  every  plan,  in  every  motmi  foilMj 


Till 


As  the  Panitla  v/as  io  fpec'ijlcalfy  a  Roman  garment  and  worn 
©nly  by  Romans,  St.  Paul  might  wifh,  as  a  flight  confirmation 
©f  his  point,  to  iliew  what  was  his  cuftomary  drefs.  It  may  be 
remarked,  that  the  Panula  was  a  veftment,  which  the  Romans 
generally  wore  upon  a  journey.  Juvenal  obferves  in  Sat.  5.  "  Multo 
fiill?.rct  PiMuula  nimbo,"  and  St.  Paul  fays,  that  "  he  left  it  behind 
h'lm  at  Troas." — This  is  only  written  as  a  mere  literary  remark  to 
Mnt,.  that  in  the  minuteil  paffages  of  the  Scriptures  there 
$nay  be  fome  meaning  ;  and  that  nothing  can  be  fo  contemp- 
tible as  a  foolidi  and  a  profane  ridicule  on  any  paffage  in 
ih^  facred  writings,  founded  on  ignorance.  The  prefent  remarks 
are  intended  as  a  matter  of  fome  little  curiofity  ;  I  look  upon 
thern  in  no  other  view.  But  I  think  there  is  no  paflage  in  the 
Hebrew  or  Greek  Scriptures  which  will  not  at  lafl  admit  of 
fath  an  illuflration  or  explanation,  I  mean  phtlohgically  or 
crdkally^  as  may  put  to  filence  the  ignorance  of  fooliOi  men. 
Much  general  information  is  to  be  obtained  from  Harmer's 
laloable  and  fatisfaftory  Obfervatious  on  the  'Scriptures,  col- 
leflcd  from  Voyages  and  Travels  in  the  Eaft  ;  (four  volumes 
8vo.)  and  from  "  Letters  from  forae  Jews  to  Mr.  Voltaire." 
A  man  of  real  erudition,  who  merits  the  efteem  of  his  fellow- 
ereatures,  conflantly  keeps  his  knowledge,  his  reafon,  and  his 
prud&Xice  connefled  indiifolubly,  or  as  it   i^  well  expreffed  by  a 

pbiIofopher> 
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Till  like  grave  Nicholls  in  a  pet  he  fwore, 
"  I'll  move  myfdf-i  the  Iloufe  I  can  no  more  ;'* 
Then  penn'd  to  Pitt  his  monitory  flrain  {o) 
As  Murray,  clear,  and  as  fond  Randolph,  plain. 
Refolv'd  on  eafe,  his  Travels  were  at  home. 
And  Lumfden's  (f)  taught  him  tq  converfe  of  Rome ; 

The 

philofoplier,  Ev  o-u c^/.^^ayiS  cidia^.vroi  y.ce.Tof,  Xnyov  kzkttov.  (Plat. 
Timae.  Locr.  dc  anim.  mundi.  Plat.  Op.  Edit.  SerranI  Tom. 
3.  page  95.) 

(0)  The  three  gfeat,  yet  familiar,  Letter-iur'iters  of  the  age  art, 
John  Nicholls,  Efq.  M.  P.  for  Tregony  (1797),  Sir  James 
Murray  f'Pulteney)  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  York  in  Germany, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph. — See  "  A  Pair  ef  Epiftles  in  verfe, 
with  notes :  the  firft  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph,  &c."  and 
edition.  1796.  I  recommended  them  to  the  general  entertain- 
ment of  the  public.  Aly  mention  of  them  may  poffibly  excite 
fome  curiofity. 

(p)  That  ingenious,  accomplidied,  and  very  learned  gentitman, 
Andrew  Lumsden,  Efq.  F.  A.  S.  Edinb.  has  fince  that  time 
taught  tis  all  in  the  moft  agreeable  fcholar-iike  manner.  See 
"  Elis  remarks  on  the  Antiquities  of  Rome  and  its  Environs, 
being  a  claffical  and  topographical  Survey  of  the  Ruins  of  that 
celebrated  City."  410,  1797.  It  is  a  pleafmg  and  moft  judicious 
performance  of  a  Gentleman  v.lio  appears  to  have  enjoyed  the 
united  advantages  of  fort'lgn  travel,  iludioiis  leiiure,  and  polite 
company. 
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The  arch  Palladian,  and  the  Parian  ftone. 

He  lov'd,  the  pride  of  Chambers  and  of  Soane.  (^) 

But  late,  by  Carter's  (r)  holy  pencil  won, 

Wyatt  and  Gothick  herefy  would  fhun,  / 

And  oft  in  thought,  by  antique  pavements  laid, 

With  Lyfons  (f)  guide  the  military  fpade  j 

And 

(q)  Two  celebrated  arc'hiteils.  The  profcffional  knowledge 
of  Sir  W.  Chambers,  Knight,  of  moll  heroick  memory,  was  pro- 
iound  and  fubftantial.  Mr.  Soane  has  more  fancy  and  airi- 
nefs  of  defigH,  and  is  certainly  a  man  of  information  and  inge- 
nuity. But  he  indulges  himfelf  a  little  too  much  in  extrava- 
ganzas and  ivhims.     See  the  Bank. 

frj  I  am  obliged  for  this  information  to  a  Fellow  of  the  8. 
of  Antiquaries. — Mr.  Carter  is  a  draftfman  of  the  very  firfl 
merit,  but  his  cathoiick  zeal  betrayed  him,  affilled  by  fome  Mo- 
rojophyis  of  the  Society,  to  attack  the  firfl:  genius  in  Archi- 
tedlure  in  this  kingdom,  Mr.  Wyatt.  Longa  ejl  injuria  :  len- 
g£  ambages.  It  is  difficult  to  prove  that  the  Society  was 
inilituted,  folcly  to  preferve  the  purity  of  Gothick  Archi- 
tecture, or  to  lifl.en  to  the  tirefome  cabals  of  bufy  Baronets  and 
meddling  Romifh  ptiells. — But  to  us,  under  the  aufpices  of 
Wyatt, 

O  FortunatI,  quorum  p'la  tecia  refurgunt ! 

jEneas  ait,  et  faftigia  fufpicit  urbis  ! 

(s)  Samuel  Lyfons,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S.  The  moft  ju- 
dicious,  belt  informed,  and  mofl;  learned  amateur  Antiquary   in 

this 
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And  once,  for  purer  air  o'er  rural  ground, 
With  little  Daniel  (/)  went  his  twelve  miles  round. 
On  Sundays  at  Sir  Jofeph's  (li)  never  fail'd, 
So  regular,  you  might  have  thought  him  bail'd  ; 

With 

this  kingdom,  in  his  department.  Do  lubens  manits  I  liriivlo. 
His  work  on  the  remains  of  the  Roman  Villa  and  pavements 
at  Woodchefter,  near  Gloucefter,  (which  a  friend  has  juft 
fhewn  me)  is  fuch  a  fpecimen  of  ingenuity,  unwearied  zeal,  and 
critical  accuracy  in  dilineating  and  illuftrating  the  fragments  of. 
antiquity,  as  rarely  has  been  equalled,  certainly  never  furpafled. 
His  Majefty  was  fo  pleafed  with  fome  of  Mr.  Lyfons's  attempts 
(near  Dorchefter  I  think,)  that  a  party  oi  the  militia  was  detached 
to  affift  him  in  digging  among  the  ruins.  A  friend  of  mine  was 
much  entertained  with  thz  three  tents  erefted  on  the  fpot,  and  a 
detachment  of  foldiers  ftorming  a  fort  under  ground,  under  the 
orders  of  an  Antiquary,  Hence  my  allufion  to  the  tnilUary  fpade 
(Nov.  1797".) 

(t)  The  Rev.  Daniel  Lyfons,  M.  A.  the  Bi other  of  Samuel 
Lyfons  Efq.  An  ingenious  and  diligent  Antiquary,  but  of  an  in- 
ferior clafs.  He  is  Author  of  The  Environs,  twelve  miles  round 
London.  But — My  dear  little  Daniel,  Four  large  Volumes  in 
4to.  tulre-tvove  and  hot prejfed,  and  Six  Guineas  paid  down  on  the 
table,  and  the  books  unbound,  are  rather  too  much  for  parifli- 
regifters,  births,  deaths,  marriages,  and  even  for  the  delights  of 
Iflington,  Homerton,  Hackney,  Clapton,  Afton,  and  all  the 
rural  retreats  of  City-innocence  and  pi'.re  air,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Town. 

(11)  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  Knight  of  the  Eath,  Prcfident 
of   the   Royal   Society,    Privy   Counfcllor,    5:c.    &c.   has   inllitu- 

tcd 
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Wii-h  Jones  a  iiiiguift,  Sanfcrit,  Greek,  or  Manks, 
And  could  v/ith  Watfon  play  feme  chemick  pranks ; 
Yet  far  too  wife  to  roajl  a  diamond  (.v)  "whole, 
And  for  a  treafure  find  at  lall  a  coal. 
Would  fometimes  treat,  his  wines  of  chofen  fort  ; 
Will.  Pitt  with  honeji  Harry  lov'd  his  (;/)  port ; 

The 

ted  a  meeting  at  his  houfe  in  Soho  Square,  every  Sunday  even- 
ing at  which  the  Literati  and  men  of  rank  and  confequence, 
and  men  of  no  confeqiience  at  all,  find  equally  a  polite  and 
pleafmg  reception  from  tliac  dillinguifhed  Gentleman.  Sir 
Joseph  Banks  is  fitted  for  his  llation  in  the  learned  vi^orld  not 
more  for  his  attainments  and  the  liberality  of  his  mind,  than 
by  his  particular  and  unremitted  attention  to  the  intereft  and 
advancement  of  natural  knowledge,  and  his  generous  patronage 
ef  the  Arts. 

(x^)  The  ingenious  Mr.  Tenant  has  fhewn,  in  a  paper  read 
at  the  Royal  Society,  that  he  can  reduce  a  Diamond  by  evapora- 
tion to  Charcoal.  I  hear  Ivlrs.  I~Iafl.i:igs,  and  other  great  pof- 
feiTors  of  diamonds,  have -a  kind  of  Tenanto-pholia,  and  are 
fliyofthis  gentleman.  A  poor  Pod,  like  myfcif,  who  h_i;;  r-ei- 
ther  diamonds  nor  any  .thing  ptxci-'us  belonging  to  hiiii,  can 
only  remind  Mr.  Tenant  and  the  Rovctl  Society  of  the  old 
proverb,   "  Carbonem  pro  Thefauro." 

[y)   I  can  give  no  better  cliarader  of  his  old  Port — We   all 
know   on  fuch  occaGons,    "   BaccJjirrd   in  rcmotls   rup'ibus^s  is  the 
fong  of  /j?H£//  Harry  in    all   the   wildnefs  of  htghlaiul  Dithyram- 
bick  ;  while  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  battlements  of  Vv^ aimer,  in  his  own  , 
and  Virgil's  A^tV/- niajeliy,  "oceano  liiiemus,  ait'" 
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The  Bengal  Squad  (s)  he  fed,  fo  wondrous  nice, 

Baring  his  currie  took,  and  Scott  his  rice. 

in  Scrip :  not  Hemings*   (^7)  felf  more  vers'd  than 

he, 
The  Solomons,  or  Nathan,  or  E.  P. ; 

Loyal 

('"z.)  "  Piivatis  rnajora  focis." — I  can  have  notliing  to  fay 
to  them.  Dr.  Morofophos  was  bolder  than  I  can  venture  to 
be,  I  could  write  down  a  pleafant  ccUeftion.  Several  of 
them  are  reformers,  Mr.  Philip  Francis,  little  Michael  Angelo,, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  but  none  of  them  are  difpofcd  to  extend  the 
queftion  of  Reform  in  a  more  important  department,  and 
cry  out  with  Boileau,  "  A  t'on  par  quelqu'  edit  rcfonnc  la 
Cui/ine  P"    Sat.  3. 

(a)  Dr.  I^Iorofophos  now  and  then  dabbled  in  the  funds.  T/y- 
Genthmen  of  the  Sloi'k  Exchange,  or  The  College,  (as  it  is  termed  in 
CityrVv'it)  are  indebted  much  to  that  eminent  calculator  of  the 
ilijferent  paymenh,  Mr.  Hemikgs.  Boyd,  Benfield,  Solomon 
Solomon,  Nathan  Solomon,  E.  P.  Solomon,  Theluffun,  Old 
Daniel  Giles,  Mr,  Battie,  Lord  Lanfdowne,  Dr.  Moore,  Little 
Count  Rupee,  and  all  thofe  who  look  an  eighth  better  or  ivcrfe  on  tie 
opening,  know  that  I  arh  right,  in  pronouncing  the  panegyrick 
of  this  learned  claiTick  on  the  Stock  Exchange. 

"  Prens  moi  le  bon  parti  :  laiiTe  la  tons  les  livres, 
"  Exerce-toi,  mon  fils,  dans  ces  hautes  fciencec  ; 
"  Prens,  an  lieu  d'un  Platen,  ce  guidon  d.s  finances.'* 

Avis  de  Eolicau.  Sat.  %, 
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Loyal  and  open,  liberal  of  (b)  caili, 

(Not  your  damn'd  dollars,  or  Bank-paper  trafli) 

Nor  tax,  nor  loan  he  fear'd,  at  table  free, 

And  drank  the  Minlfler  zvitb  three  times  three  ;  (<:) 

J.  Ill 


(l/)  This  verfe  was  evidently  written  after  the  26th  of  Feb. 
1797,  after  the  order  of  Council  was  fent  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, when  the  whole  nation  was  made  to  pafs  throttgh  the  pillars 
of  Hercuhs. 

(c)  Certainly  Dr.  Mcrofophos  did  this,  before  Mr.  Pitt 
(fame  rab'idd  tria  guttura  pandms )  conceived  the  idea  of  the 
triple  ajfejpnent,  or,  perhaps,  three  times  three.— (Nov.  1797.) 
I  underftand,  if  Mr.  Fox  had  not  abandoned  his  duty  in  the 
H.  of  C,  he  had  intended  to  oppofe  the  tax  and  its  author, 
with  an  oath  from  Horace  :  "  Ter  fi  refurgat,  ter  percat  meis 
EX cisu a  j^rgivis  !  I  have  heard  alfo,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  meant 
to  ftate  to  the  Committee,  the  great  neceffity  of  prohibiting 
or  fufpending,  for  a  limited  period,  the  iludy  of  the  clafiicks 
(which  he  was  happy  to  fay  he  had  done  for  a  confiderable  time) 
as  it  appeared  by  the  late  oath  which  his  Rt.  Hon.  Friend  had  jiift 
made,  that  there  was  reafon  to  fufpefi:,  that  wicked  Poet  origi- 
nally fiiggefted  to  Sir  R.  Walpole,  the  fchemeof  the  Excise,  par- 
ticularly as  Horace's  father  was  a  CoaHor.  Florace  had  alfo  hint- 
ed, that  a  good  man  need  not  change  his  manner  of  living  on  ac- 
count of  heavy  taxes.  "  Integris  opibus  novi  nan  latins  ufum  quam 
nunc  Excisis  !"  It  had  moreover  been  Hated  from  Virgil,  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  it  was  neceffary  "  escisa 

iKlam 


C    289    ) 

Till  with  a  pun  old  Caleb  (dj  crown'd  the  whole, 
"  Confols^  and  not  philofophy,  confoleJ" 
He  talk'd,  like  Indian  (ej  Rennell,  rather  long, 
And  Would  at  times  regale  you  with  a  fong, 
But  feldom  that ;  in  mufick  though  a  prig, 
The  little  Doelor  fwell'd  and  lookM  fo  big  ; 

T  Nay. 

•Vitam  producere  Troja  :"  and  the  Chancellor  had  announced 
fi-om  the  fame  poet,  the  quadruple  happinefs  for  fome  of  his 
friends,  **  O  ierque  quaterqjje  beati  queis  ante  ora  patriim, 
&c."  which  the  Committee  knew  better  than  he  did  ;  and 
therefore  he  fiiould  move  a  ftriiig  of  refolutlons  on  a  future 
day,  &c.  &c.  Sec.  I  fhall  not  interfere  with  Mr.  Fox's  oath, 
or  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  ;  but  Jland'mg  in  my  place^  I  ftiall 
adopt  the  words  of  the  claffick  father  of  the  Excife  fcheme, 
"  No7i  hitc  jocofcB  ccnveniunt  lyra.^' — Sir  Robert  Herries,  though 
no  great  poet,  underftands  this  fnbje£l  better  than  I  do.  We 
read,  aurea  prima  fata  eft  sstas,  et  vindice  nullo,  &c.  See  Ovid, 
and  compare  Sir  Robert's  ^7;/«m/zfl/ flietch  ia  1797.  The  tints 
of  Autumn  are  favourable  to  painters  of  ficetches. 

{d)  Caleb  Whkefoord. — N.  B.  If  you  do  but  touch  him, 
puns  and  quills  alike  ftand  ready  on  this  fretful  porcupine. 

{e)  Major  James  Rennell,  the  great  Geographer  of  India, 
o  Travv.  A  gentleman  to  whofe  accuracy  and  extent  of  know- 
ledge this  country  is  confiderably  indebted.  But  this  has  no- 
thing to  do  tvith  his  converfation. 


(       290       ) 

Nay  to  Greek  (f)  notes  would  trill  a  Grecian  ode^ 
In  diatonick  kind  and  Lydian  mode. 
And  then  with  Burney,  as  his  fit  grew  warmer, 
Ccnvers'd  of  Stentor  the  great  (g)  throat-performer. 
Banks  (h)  gave  him  morning  leffons  how  to  drefs. 
And  Morgan  (i)  whifper'd  courage  and  fineffe. 

A  Poet 

(_/")  Dr.  Morofophos,  the  man  of  method,  was  rather  trouble- 
fome  to  his  friends  on  this  fubjeft  of  Greek  Mufick.  He 
wifhed  to  pafs  for  another  Meibomius.  But  there  is  ftill 
reafon  to  think  that  he  never  faw  the  three  hymns  to  Calliope, 
Apollo,  and  Nemefis,  printed  with  the  Greek  mufical  notes 
to  which  they  were  fang,  at  the  end  of  the  Oxford  edition  of 
Aratus  In  1672,  by  Dr.  Fell,  or  the  more  accurate  copy  of 
thefe  hymns  in  Mr.  Burette's  Memoire  on  this  fubjedl.  Me- 
moires  de'l'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  Tom.  5. — Dr.  Morofo- 
phos knew  but  little  of  the  fyllem  of  the  Lydian  Mode  in  the 
diatonick  genus.  There  Is  alfo  reafon  to  think  that  he  knew 
as  little,  as  Bifl'iop  Horlleley,  of  the  nfoe-A«*^'-4Si;«vO|«sv«j,  the 
T-sTfiTj)   v^aris^v,   or  the  Yic.^vsra.T'A  f/^zcraiv,   &.C. 

fg)  "  Stentor  Is  celebrated  by  Homer  as  the  moR  iliuf- 
trious  throat-performer  of  antiquity."  ^^urney's  Hill,  of  Mufick,, 
4.to,  vol.  I.  p.  340. 

(h)  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  &c.  I  fpeak  only  of  "  Morning 
"  habiliments." 

[1)  Maurice  Morgan,  Efq.  an  ingenious  writer,  author  of 
the  pleafant  Extravaganza  on  the  Courage  of  Sir  John  Falftaff. 

Mr. 
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A  Poet  too  he  was,  not  very  bright, 

Something  between  a  Jerninghani  and  (k)  Knight  j 

He  deak  in  tragick,  epick,  critick  lore, 

With  half,  whole  plans,  and  epifodes  in  flora, 

Md/jod  \V2iS  all ;  yet  would  he  feldom  write, 

He  fear'd  the  ground-plot  wrong,  or — out  of  fight. 

At  lafi:  THE  Doctor  gave  his  friends  a  work  ! 

(Not  verfe,  like  Cowper,  or  high  profe,  like  Burke,) 

Chambers  abridg'd  !  in  footh  'twas  all  he  read. 

From  fruitful  A  to  unproductive  Zed. 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

What  then  ?  for  ever  fliall  we  wildly  flray. 
And  pluck  each  hare-bell  in  the  flow'ry  way, 

T  2  Or 


Mr.  M.  is  known  to  his  friends  by  the  name  of  Sir  John.     la 
his  politicks,  he  is  of  the  Lanfdotvn  School. 

(ij  Knight  and  Jerningham. 

"  Soyez-  plutGt  maron,  fi  c'eft  votre  talent, 

Ouvrier  eftinie  dans  un  art  neceffaire, 

^'  eaivahi  du  commun,  fff  paste  vuIgalreJ" 

Avis  de  Boileau,  A.  P.  ch.  4. 
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Or  void  of  judgment,  fire  or  critick  force. 

Stop  to  each  golden  apple  in  the  courfe  ? 

I  never  can  with  argument  difpenfe  -, 

Pope  gave  the  verfe,  but  Warburton  fIJ  the  fenfa:, 

AUTHOR. 

^Tis  true  ;  by  plan  and  fyllabus  C771J  confin'd^ 
Knight  thus  compofes  firft  the  reader's  mind  ; 
To  roufe  attention  is  the  poet's  art. 
Knight  calls  to  lleep,  and  a6ts  a  civil  part. 
Save  to  his  view  when  foul  Priapus  CnJ  rofe, 
He  wak'd  to  luftj  in  Simulating  profe. 

But 

(/)  OAavlus  is  right  in  fome  degree.  The  commentary  of 
Warburton  on  Pope's  moral  Poems  is  peculiarly  valuable,  and 
explains  many  feeming  inconfiftencies.  Pope  thought  fo 
himfelf. 

(m)  Par  clones  et  par  tllres, 
Dogmatizer  en  vers  et  rimer  par  chapitres. 

Boileau  Sat.  8.  115. 

(n)  Concerning  Mr.  Knight's  Treatife  on  the  Worfhip  of 
Priapus,  in  addition  to  what  I  before  faid  (P.  of  L.  Dial.  i.  v. 

134.  Note 
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But  though  that  Garden-God  forfaken  dies  ; 
Another  Cleland  (oj  fee  in  Llwis  fp)  life. 
Why  fleep  the  minifters  of  truth  and  law  ? 
Has  the  ftate  no  controul,  no  decent  awe. 

While 

134.  Note  {g)  I  fliall  ofFer  the  fpirited  words  of  Clemens 
Alexandrinus,  from  his  Aoy«j  U^tr^tTTTtKo?  s<5  tk?  EhMvccg,  or 
**  Admonitlo  ad  Genks  :^'  "  Teturx  vfAuv  r-^?  it^vsrxSiixi;  rx  ctp^ervarx, 
avTXi  T)55  vZ^iOJi;  eii  hoXcytxi,  avrxi  t»v  (rvftis-ofivivovruv  vwv 
&taiv   xt  0idxi!-K.xXixi' — nxvis-x-ii,    xxi    yvfAvxi     KCpxi,   kxi   MOPIfiN 

ENTAEEIS     TflWj      y^xQxn      xtToyvfAvufiivxi  l Hrx!t>vtKiv     vfttv 

7X  urx,  ■srszro^vivx.Ka-iv  o(  o^6xAf4.oi,  xe  c^m  (je,ifA»i^ivx.XFi.  Ji 
Zixcrx^uivoi  Tov  xyS^xinrcv,  y,xt  ro  zv6i6v  ra  ■zs'Xxa-f^xTti  iXiyKii  xzrxp- 
%xvTii\  x-rX." — Clem.  Alex.  Edit.  Commelin.  1616,  p,  30,  &c. — I 
now  difmifs  this  odious  Treatife  on  Priapus  for  ever. — N.  B. 
The  learned  reader  will  recolleft  that  Clemens  Alexandrinus 
lived  in  the  third  century  under  Alexander  Severus  and  Ca- 
racalla,  was  a  native  of  Athens,  and  that  the  famous  Origea 
fludied  in  his  fchool. 

(0)  John  Cleland,  author  of  "  The  Memoirs  of  a  Woman 
«  of  Pleafure." 

(/))  M.  Lewis,  Efq.  M.  P.  author  of  ««  The  Monk  a  Ro- 
«  mance,  in  3  Vol."  (Vol.  2.  Ch.  6.  and  7.)  See  my  Obfer- 
vations  at  length  in  the  preface  to  this  Fourth  Dial,  of  the  P. 
L.  pag.  ii.  and  iii. — The  publication  of  this  novel  by  a  Mem- 
ber  of  Parliament  is  in  itdU  fo  fen'oiis  an  offence  to  the  public,  that 
I  know   not   how    the   author  can   repair  this  breach  of  public 

decency. 
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While  each  with  each  in  madd'ning  orgies  vie, 
Pandars  to  luft  and  licens'd  blafphemy  ? 

Can 

decency,  but  by  fupprefiing  it  himfelf.  Or  he  might  omit 
the  indecent  and  blafphemous  paflages  in  another  edition  j 
there  is  neither  genius  nor  wit  in  them,  and  the  work  as 
a  compofition  would  receive  great  advantage.  I  wifh  he  may 
at  leafL  take  this  advice.  I  will  give  Mr.  Lewis  an  extradt 
from  the  ninth  Book  of  the  Hiftory  of  Procopius,  called  the 
H'lfloria  Arcana  of  the  Emperor  Juflinian  and  the  infamous 
Theodora.      The  words  are  thefe. 

"  AAAo  TJ  j«6«  ivduv  ■liStd?  wi^if^wi^ovivtraif  raoi  m  AvSomz^h  ova 
irtovv   oifiKi.       '   A-ss-oivrix,  y«g    otvra    res   rsij     "^v^yi?    -srecSyi    sraj  an 

rruv     ■soiiTpayfAivav     mv     ecKr^vvv^v,      yrc     ic.-srci^ii>7    rag     i-jrvyy^civnTi 

etX?.si  rr,v  eivuidiiav  an  m  f,(.irti!7r'd  ■rraoZi-aXrif.invai;-,  ^S,(rroi  ts  tccu 
adivt  Tcova  ig  TiJv  TTpu'^ioiv  Tag  ^ioip&irarag  %»»2<.  Procop.  rrii- 
tor.  Arcan.  Lib.  9.  p-  46.  Ed.  Fol.  Lugdun.  1623. — I  wifh  Mr. 
Lewis  inay  read  and  profit  from  this  paffage.      (July  1797.) 

Novels  of  this  feduftive  and  libidinous  tendency  excite  dif- 
guft,  fear  and  horror,  in  every  man  and  woman,  who  refleft 
upon  thofe  virtues  which  aIo;2e  give  fupport,  comfort  and  con- 
tinuance, to  human  Society.  The  interefts  of  Society  and  the 
effential  welfare,  and  even  the  very  cxiftence,  of  this  kingdom  au- 
ihorife  any  man,  though  confcious  of  manifold  frailties,  to  fpeak 
in  the  manner  I  have  done.  For  we  cannot  long  deceive  our- 
lelves.  Poetical  men,  of  loofe  and  ungoverned  morals,  can  offer 
to  us  or  themfelves  but  feeble  confolations  from  wit  and  ima- 
gery, when  we  are  left  to  folitary  refleftion  and  the  agony  of 
remorfe.  I  never  found  this  fubjeft  fo  well  reprefented,  and 
fo    unanfwerably    enforced     to     every    undcrHanding,     capable 

■        '     of 
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Can  fenates  hear  without  a  kindred rsigc  ? 
Oh  may  a  poet's  light'ning  blaft  the  page, 
Nor  with  the  bolt  of  Nemefis  in  vain 
Supply  the  laws,  that  w^ake  not  to  reftrain  ! 

Is  ignorance  the  plea  ?  fmce  Blackilone  drew 
The  lucid  chart,  each  labyrinth  has  a  clue. 
Each  law  an  index  :  fludents  aptly  turn 
To  Williams,  Hale,  judicious  (q)  Cox,  and  Burn  ; 

Obfcenity 

ol  recalling  ujelf  £xom  vicious  condudand  irregular  inclinations,  as 
in  this  (hort  fentence  :  "  Whoever  wholly  give  themfelves  up 
"  io  Liijly  iv'ill foon  jlnd  it  to  be  the  leajl  fault  they  are  guilty  of.''* 
Whatever  I  have  faid  on  the  fubjefl  of  this  novel,  called  the 
Monk,  I  (hall leave  as  matter  of  record,  w^hether  the  Novel  is  al- 
tered, or  not.  The  tenor  of  the  v^'hole  is  reprehenfihle.  I 
leave  it  as  a  proteil  againft  fuch  a  work,  publiflied  in  fuch  a 
manner,  by  a  Gentleman  in  the  high,  honourable,  and  refpon- 
fible  ftation  of  a  Member  of  Parliament.  It  is  hoped  and  ex- 
pefted  that  no  fimilar  work  will  ever  again  be  given  to  this 
country.     (Added  Nov.  1797.) 

(^r)  Samuel  Cox  Efq.  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  Edi- 
tor (at  his  leifure  hours)  of  the  Reports  of  Peere  Williams. 
I  am  not  very  converfant  with  profejficnal  law  books,  but  a 
learned  perfon  fhewed  me  Mr.  Coxe's  mode  of  illufa-ation, 
and  defired  me  to  confidtr  it.  I  really  tJiink,  it  feems  as  a 
model  for  all  future  Editors  of  Reports  of  former  years.  This 
plan  is  evidently  the  mode  of  a  mofl  judicious  underftand- 
jng  and  of  a  well-read  Lawyer.     Tranfeatin  sxemplum  ! 
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Obfcenlty  has  now  her  code  and  prie(t. 
While  anarchy  prepares  the  dire  Digeft. 

Methinks  as  in  a  theatre  I  fland, 
Where  vice  and  folly  faunter  hand  with  hand. 
With  each  ftrange  form  in  motley  mafquerade, 
Featur*d  grimace  and  impudence  pourtray'd. 
While  virtue,  hov'ring  o*er  th'  unhallow'd  room. 
Seems  a  dim  fpeck  through  fin's  fujrounding  gloom: 
As  through  the  fmoak-foil'd  glafs  (r)  we  fpy  from  far 
The  circhng  radiance  of  the  Sirian  Star, 
Faint  wax  the  beams  if  flrong  the  funiy  tint. 
Till  the  ftar  fades,  a  mathematick  point. 

Sure  from  the  womb  I  was  untimely  torn. 
Or  in  fome  rude  inclement  feafon  born, 

The 


(r)  "  If  the  eye  glafs  be  tinfted  faintly  with  the  -fmoke  of 
*'  a  lamp  or  torch  to  obfciire  the  light  of  the  ftar,  the  fainter 
*'  light  in  the  circumference  of  the  ftar  ceafes  to  be  vifible, 
«*'and  the  ftar  (if  the  glafs  be  fufFiciently  foiled  with  fmoke) 
*'  appears  foniething  more  hke  a  mathematick  point." 

Newton's  Opticks.  Prop.  7.  Theor.  6. 
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The  State  turns  harfh  on  fortune's  grating  hinge. 
And  I  untaught  to  beg,  or  crouch,  or  cringe. 
For  me  the  fates  no  golden  texture  weave. 
Though  happier  far  to  give  than  to  receive : 
Yet  with  unvaulting  fober  wifhes  bleft. 
Ambition  fled  with  envy  from  my  breafl ; 
For  friendfliip  form'd,  in  yon  {larr*d  fields  above 
My  Saturn's  temper'd  by  the  beam  of  Jove. 
I  cannot,  will  not,  floop  with  boys  to  rife. 
And  feize  on  Pitt,  like  Canning,  (s)  by  furprife. 
Be  led  through  Treafury  vaults  in  airy  dance. 
And  flatter'd  into  infignificance,  ftj 
I  cannot,  will  not,  in  a  college  gown. 
Vent  my  Jify^  nonfe.nfe  on  a  patient  town,   - 

Quit 

(i)  As  pofterlty  ma}'  know  little  of  this  young  .Gentleman, 
I  fiiall  add,  that  Mr.  Canning  was  firft  fent  an  Eton  loV)  then 
wrote  a  little  book  of  EfTays,  then  went  to  college,  was  then  rdads 
M.  P.  and  after  feme  tuition  and  inftriiAion  from  the  accomplifhed 
George  Rofe,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  made  ont  o?  iht:  Under  Secretaries 
of  State.  (1797O 

{t)  "  Peffimum  genus  inimicorum  Laudanles.^^  Tacit.  I  know 
no  man  more  qualified  to  be  a  Commentator  on  Tacitus  than  the 
Rt,  Hon.  William  Pitt. 
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Quit  the  dull  Cam,  and  ponder  in  the  park^ 
A  fix-weeks  Epick,  (m)  or  a  Joan  of  Arc. 
I  leave  thefe  early  tranfports,  and  the  calm 
Complacence,  and  the  foftly  trickling  balm 
Self-confolation  Iheds !  more  fweet  than  all 
Burke  felt  in  fenates,  or  Impeachment's  Hall ; 
Borne  to  that  courfe,  where  thund'ring  from  afar 
The  great  Auruncian  (x)  drove  his  primal  car. 

E'en  now,  when  all  I  view  afflids  my  fight. 
All  that  Home  Tooke  (}')  can  plot,  or  Godwin  (z) 
write  ', 

Now 

(a)  Robert  Southy,  author  of  many  ingenious  pieces  of  poe- 
try of  great  promife,  if  the  young  gentleman  would  recoIIe6l 
what  old  Chaucer  fays  of  poetry, 

"  'Tis  every  dele 
A  rock  of  ice  and  not  of  fteel.'* 

,He  gave  the  public  a  long  quarto  volume  of  epick  verfes,  Joanj. 
OF  Arc,  written  as  he  fays,  in  the  preface,  \w  fix  'weeks.  Had 
he  meant  to  write  well,  he  fhould  have  kept  it  at  leaft  fix  years. 
— I  mention  this,  for  I  have  been  much  pleafed  with  many  of 
the  young  gentleman's  little  copies  of  verfes.  I  wifh  alfo  that 
he  would  review  foms  of  his  principles, 

(x)  Lucilius. 
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Now  "when  Tranflation  to  a  pcfl  is  grown, 
And  Holcroft  fa  J  to  French  treafon  adds  his  own; 

When 

(y)   Mr.  HoRNE  TooKF,  in  the  conclufion  of  his  "  Diverfions 

of  Parley,"  inakes  an  apology  for  applying  hinifelf  to  fiibjefts 
io  trivial  as  grammatical  difcuffions,  in  the  year  17C6.  He  ufcs 
the  words  of  an  Italian  poet,  which  are  very  remarkable,  thougii 
they  never  have  been  much  noticed. 

"  Perche  altrove  non  have 

Dove  voltare  il  vifo 

Che  gll  e  Jlato  inter c'lfo 

Mojlrar  con  altre  imprese  allra  vhiudey 
The  hour  was  however  approaching,  when  his  countenance  was 
to  be  turned  to  other  thoughts,  and  he  was  to  difplay  other  talents 
which  had  almoft  flept  fince  the  time  of  Junius.  At  the  blall 
of  the  French  Revolution  he  awoke  from  grammatical  ilumber, 
and  found  that  o/Z'i.'r  enterprifes, awaited  him.  We  have  traced 
his  proceedings  till  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  high  treafon, 
Nov.  4,  1794.  His  plans  were  unfoljjed,  and  though  he  was 
acquitted,  and  "  Execution  was  not  done  on  Cawdor,"  yet  it  is 
not  impoilible  that  hereafter,  (after  his  deceafe,)  fome  honeft 
chronicler  may  be  found, 

"  Who  will  report  (in  private) 
That  very  frankly  he  confefs'd  his  treafons, 
Implor'd  his  couniry^s  pardon,  and  fet  forth 
A  deep  repentance."  (Macleth.) 

Till  that  hour  arrives,  I  fnall  wait  for  the  continuation  of  iii? 
grammatical  refearches,  which  are  promlfed  to  the  world,  with 
the  celebrated  wilh  of  the  Satirift, 

Ut  vellem  h\s  points  nngts  iota  ilia  dedliTet 

Tempore  s.sviTi.?  ! 
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When  Gallick  Diderot  in  vain  we  fliun. 
His  blailed  pencil,  Fatalift,  (bj  and  Nun  ; 
When  St.  Pol  (c)  founds  the  facring  bell,  that  calls 
His  Priefls  en  majfe  from  Charles's  ruin'd  walls ; 

When 

From  the  abilities  and  uncommon  erudition  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  I  dread  much,  and  from  the  calmnefs  and  mildnefs  of 
his  converfation  I  fhould  apprehend  perhaps  more.  But  as  I 
think  THE  WHOLE  Kingdom  is  fully,  and  deeply,  and  folemnly, 
aqd  unalterably  imprefled  with  the  nature,  the  malignity,  the 
extent,  the  influence,  and  the  terror  of  the  grand  Revolution- 
ary Principle,  and  the  defperate  fury  of  Reforming  focieties 
and  embodied  faftions,  I  truft  Great  Britain  and  her  Minifters 
will  never  fuffcr  the  arm  of  jultice  and  vigilance  to  remit  or  to 
relax  its  energies. 

(2;)  See  rny  account  of  this  vi^eak  and  contemptible  writer, 
William  Godwin,  and  his  PoUtical  Jujlice,  in  Dialogue  III. 
of  the  P.  of  L. — See  alfo  a  future  note  in  this  part  of  the 
Poem. 

(<?)  Thomas  Hohroft. — Late  of  Newmarket ;  now  an  Author 
and  a  ivould-be  dire^ling  Statefman,  from  that  great  feminary  of 
politicks  and  government.  He  is  alfo  one  of  the  Clair-voyans, 
and  of  the  order  of  the  Chevaliers  des  Lunettes  in  the  meridian  of 
Hyde  Park.  Home  Tooke  cannot  be  much  pleafed  with  this 
compeer.     Scurra  degrunnlt  prior.     See  the  fable. 

(^)  The  names  of  his  pofthumous  novels,  tranflated  for  the 
benefit  of  Great  Britain. 
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When  Thelwall,  (d)  for  the  feafon,  quits  the  Strand 
To  organize  revolt  by  fca  and  land  ; 
When  Barriflers  (/)  turn  authors ;  authors  (g)  prate'; 
Charles  Fox  allegiance  dares  to  calculate,     ' 
And  with  his  fulph'rous  torch  relumes  the  pile 
With  unaverted  (/j)  face,  and  ghaftly  fmile  ;     - 

When 

{c)  The  BiHiop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  to  wliom  the  care  of  the 
French  Emigrant  priefts  is  committed  en  majfe.  The  reader 
may  recoUeft  they  <were  maintained  in  the  old  manfion  built  by 
Chai-les  the  Second  at  \Vinchefter. — The  reader  may  be  fur- 
prifed,  but  he  will  find  by  the  papers  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  21ft  of  December,  1796,  that  no  lefs 
a  fum  than  540,0001.  was  iffued  in  one  year  for  French  prieits 
and  Emigrants,  facred  and  profane. — See  the  Preface  to  the  P.  of 
L.  Dialogue  IV. 

(J)  This  indefatigable  incendiary  and  mifllonary  of  the 
French  Propaganda,  John  Tlxliuall,  has  now  his  Schools  of  Rea- 
son in  country  towns,   &c.  &c.  Tli^is-a-ug  iuucciyc/^isvog. 

(/)  Mr.  Barri/Ier  ^YUnne. — See  more  of  him  and  his  pam- 
phlet on  the  French  war  in  a  future  note. 

(  ^)  I  refer  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

(h)  In  ancient  times  among  the  Romans,  when  the  pullkk 
mini/Iers  of  funeral  obfequies  fet  fire  to  the  pile,  they  turned  nfide 
their  facet. 

Trifte 


(     3<^2     ) 

When  Tranfatlantick  Emigrants  can  roam 
But  to  return,  and  praife  oiir  (f)  Engliili  home  ; 

-  Nowj 

Trifle  minillenura,  fubjectam  more  parentum 

y^^tfr/^  tenuere  facem.  (Virg.  ^n.  6.) 

Not fo  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  James  Fox  ! 

As  Mr.  Fox  loniss  Greek,   I  will  give  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox's 
tongue    and    eloquence    in    Greek.       I    fliall     then    fay    of    it  ; 

Tn'Po^ii.  If  Mr.  F.  would  attend  to  this  Greek  author^  he  might 
learn  the  x«s/\})  a.vu,(rre^c(p-A,  and  the  Ttrgcivv/ii  o-«vp;«j.  Even  Mr, 
Fox  may  poffibly  read  tu/mt  I  fay.— ^As  Mr.  Fox  is  notv  (June 
ijgj)  Jiudying  Mr.  Gibbon's  Hiftory,  he  will  find  many  an  in- 
ftruftive  leffon  for  his  publick  condudt.  Mr.  Fox,  I  hno'-j}  can- 
not always  conjlrue  Mr.  G's  EngVifh,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  con- 
fulting  his  friends  on  the  meaning  of  many  paffages  and  fen- 
tcnces ;  but  without  much  fuccefs.  His  friends  can  confirm 
what  I  fay,  if  they  think  proper.f  lalways  feel  an  intereft  in 
Mr.  Fox's  ftudies,  whether  he  is  reading  Gibbon,  or  culling Jimples 
on  St.  Ann's  Hill  with  Afpafia,  or  poring  on  the  Odyffey,  in 
lamentation  over  his  departed  friends  in  the  H.  of  C.  in  the  old 
Bard's  language. 


•j-  Perhaps  Mr.  Fox  may  underftand  and  conjlrue  the  follow- 
ing fentence  from  the  luminous  Hiftorian.  "  An  afpiring  can- 
*'  didate  may  be  tempted  to  build  bis  greatnefs  on  the  publick  con- 
*'  fu/ionfhm  it  is  the  intereft  as  well  as /^^rt'z/i'ji' i?/"  the  Sovereign 
*'  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  lams.''  Gibbon,  Vol.  7.  p.  80. 
Ed.  8vo. 


(     3^3     ) 
Now,  when  the  French  defend  us  (Ji)  in  difgrace, 
French  fwords,  French  fraud,  French  priefts,  and 

French  grimace ; 
When  England  changes  arms — at  fuch  a  view 
Mud  I  find  method^  verle,  and  patience  too  ? 


AAA'a^'  ^;  Erci^Hg  iii^oa-XTa,    li^mvog  tti^.      Oq.  L.  I. 

But  his  ET«(po<  or  Friends  are  faid  to  have  left  him  only  on  one 
account ;  his  good  hiiinour  and  abihty  having  never  forfaken  him. 
The  account  is  this,  deep,  fhort,  and  full : 

Od.  1.  I.V.  2. 

(i)  See  Mr.  Cooper  of  Manchefter's  Account  on  his  re- 
turn from  America,  and  the  Letters  of  fome  wandering  Jour- 
neyman Weaver  or  Carpenter,  I  forget  which,  &c.  &c.     "  Im- 

"  pudens  Uqul  patrios  Penates y  Sec." 

(Z-)  I  allude  to  the  French  Emigrant  Regiments,  enrolled  in 
the  BritlfJj  army.  Surely  this  is  a  meafure  of  government 
unwife,  and  unaccountable  on  any  found  principle,  a  projedl  of 
defperation,  one  would  think.  Is  this  a  time  for  Engli/Jomen 
to  fay, 

Mutemus  clypeos,  Danaumqus  mfignia  nobis 

^ptemus.  (Virg.  ^n.   2.) 


(    3^4    ) 
My  verle,  the  thunder  of  a  Patriot's  voice. 
Cries  loud  to  all  who  England  make  their  choice, 
"  Throw  wide'that  portal  j  let  no  Roman-w2iit, 
"  But  march ?/ithPrieitley  through  the  J^A?/r^/gate.(/) 

OCTAVIUS. 


(/)"  Through  the  Jcx/ral  gate!" — My  allufion  is  this: 
In  ancient  times,  the  moft  frequented  roads  to  the  City  of  Rome 
had  double  gates.  They  who  came  into  the  city  paffed  through 
the  left-hand  gate  ;  and  they  who  went  ovt  of  the  cnr  toolcthg 
right-hand  gate.  See  Nardini  Roma  Antica,  L.  lo.  c.  9.  When 
Ph'ny,  in  his  Natural  Hiitory,  in  the  Chapter  de  Roma, 
Lib.  3,  c.  5,  fpeaking  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  fays,  "  that 
*'  twelve  of  the  thirty -feven  gates  fhoiild  only  be  numbered  once 
*'  [femel  numerari)"  The  exprefilon  is  odd,  but  it  alludes  to 
fuch  of  thofe  gates  as  were  double  in  this  fenfe.  This  was  not 
unknown  in  other  Italian  cities.  The  Porta  de*  Borfari  at  Ve- 
rona (in  the  opinion  of  the  Marquefe  Scipio  MafFei,  Veron 
illufcrata,  Part  3.)  was  in  reality  a  twin  or  double  gate, 
though  it  has  been  millaken  by  fonie  antiquaries  for  an  arch  of 
triumph. — N.  B.  In  times  lile  the  prcfe?it,  I  would  never  fbut 
tlioie  double  gates  in  any  city,  when  the  turbulent,  difcontent- 
ed,  and  fafiitous  wifh  to  retire  mto  foreign  parts.  We  all  re- 
i-nember,  that  Sir  Arthur  Hazelrig,  John  Hampden,  and  Oli- 
ver Cromwell,  being  ready  to  fail  far  yimerica,  were  stopped 
by  order  of  Council!  Hume's  words  are  very  llrong  and  remark- 
able in  this  lecturing  age.  "  They  (i.  e.  Hampden,  Hazelrig, 
and  Cromwell)  had  refolded  for  ever  "  to  abandon  their  naiit'e 
"  (ountfy,  and  fly  to  the  other  extremity  of  the  globe,    'u.'here 

"  they 


1(   305   ) 

O  CTAVI  us. 

Talk  thus,  e*en  Horfley  fhall  applaud  :  proceed. 

AUTHOR. 

Tiie  tears  that  Britain  flieds,  her  wounds  that  bleed, 
Call  for  a  foft'ring  hand,  the  balm  of  Peace, 
Not  ftypticks,  which  the  fangulne  tide  increafe. 
Such  as  State-quacks,  or  Barrifters  expofe 
For  fame  and  fale,  and  fleeping  might  difclofe. 
In  ftate  affairs  all  Barrifters  are  dull, 
And  Erskine  nods,  the  opium  (m)  in  his  Ikull. 

U  Saw'fl 

*'  they  might  enjoy  le8ures  and  difcourfes  of  any  length  or  form  that 
*'  pleafed  them."  Mr.  Hume  adds,  very  figuificantly,  "  The 
*'  King  had  afterwards  full  Icifure  to  repent  this  exercife  of  his 
"  authority."     Hume's  Hlft.  Vol.  6.  p.  311,  Ed.  Svo.  1773. 

(m)  Erllcine. — Mr.  BarnJIer  Erflcine  h  famous  for  taking  opi- 
um in  great  quantities,  (I  have  often  heard  him  fpeak  in  praife 
of  it)  and  if  he  proceeds  in  this  manner,  it  is  apprehended  that 
his  faculties  tu'ill  die  of  too  large  a  dofe,  of  which  there  are 
many  fymptoms  already.  Mr.  Erflcine  has  informed  the  pub- 
lick,  that  HE  has  not  the  ta!enfs  of  ajlatefman,  which,  in  common 

with 


(     3o^    ) 
Saw^'il  thou,  (or  did  my  troubled  fancy  dream  ?) 
High  o'er  yon  cliff,  in  majeily  fupreme, 

Vengeance 

with  the  kingdom   at  large,  I  readily  admit  as  part  of  my  po- 
litical  creed  ;    though  it  is  fo  very  plain,    as    hardly  to    be  an 
article   of  faith.      In  his  late  flimfy  and  .puerile   "  View  of  the 
Caufes    and    Confequcnces    of   the    prefent    French    War,"  he 
comes    forth    to    the    publick     ft-nT^ei    croip itrrix-ag    xxi     a-oZci^aiiy 
to  ufe  an  expreflion    from  Themiflius,    but  I  cannot  ftyle  him 
in  the  words  of  that  orator,  before  the    Emperor    Conftantius, 
as   Arufpa    fioi^ag     ^virn     f^zn^ov,     Zuov     ufaviov,     ixziSiv    aohv    roig 
Tji^e    £(?    iTTif^iXiieiv.      (Themift.  Orat.  p.   3.  Ed.  fol.  Harduini, 
1684.)       I  pofitively  will  not  tranflate    this  Greek,    either  for 
the  Barrifter  himfelf,   or  the   country  members,  or  the  worthy 
electors  of  the  town  of  Portfraouth ;    but  1  fhall  leave  it  to  be 
rendered   faithfully  by  the  Reverend    Dr.  Parr,  or  Mr.  Erllcine's 
language  mafter.     Indeed  in  this  age  we    require    nothing  but 
what  we  call,  eloquence  ;   though  the  term  is  miferably  abufed. 
But  fuch  as  it  is,  eloquence  in  the  political  world  is  like  cha- 
rity in  the  Chriilian    chara6ler,    without  it    a    man  is  counted 
dead.     Howe^r,  in  ancient  times,  in    one  particular  there  was 
a  great  and  effential  difference    from  the  prefent.       Perhaps    it 
may  not  be  without  ufe  to  hint  or  remind  fome  perfons,  that   in 
Greece  and  Athens,  "  apud  Greciam,    in  the  opinion    and  trl- 
*'  umphant  language  of  Cicero,    (De  Orat.  L.  i.)  quae    femper 
"  ELOQUENTi^  pRiNCEPS   ESSE  voLuiT,  atquc    lUas  omnium 
*'  doftrinarum  inventrices  Athenas,  in  quibus    summa   dicendi 
*'  vts  et  inventa  eft  et  perfecta  ;"    in  Greece    and    Athens, 
I    fay,     Orators  and  Barriilers   were    never    permitted  to  make 
any  epilogus    or  peroration  whatfoever  in  the  courts  of  the  law, 
or  in  the  fcnate^.       "  Epilogos    illi    mos   civitatis  abilulerat," 

fays 


(     30?     ) 

Vengeance  his  attribute,  (and,  as  he  trod. 
The  conlcious  waves  roU'd  back !)  the  palling  God, 

U  2  That 

fays  Quintilian  ;  (L.  lo.  c.  i.)  and  from  whom?  From  De- 
mosthenes. On  which  paffage  the  learned  Turncbus  ob- 
fervcs,  *'  Non  Licehat  Athenis  nffddum  movere,  ac  ne  Ep'ilogo 
qui  Jan  iit'i ;"  and  yet  Demosthenes  appeared  under  this 
njh-'icl'ion.  What  does  Mr.  Erfliine  think  ?  Has  he  ever 
read  the  pleadings  for  the  Crotun,  or  againfl.  Midias,  or  Ili?i 
iT,z^«3r^s5-o=*«j  ? Mr.  Erskinf,  always  appears  to  me  be- 
low his  natural  fize,  when  he  fpeaks  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
inons.  I  have  too  often  difliked  the  manner  and  the  matter. 
In  Weftminfter  Hall  he  is  without  an  equal.  He  has  fcarce  a 
rival  in  the  eloquence  adapted  to  the  Bar  and  a  Jury. 
But  as  he  confeffes  himfelf  no  Statefman,  he  fhould  have 
fpoken  with  more  modefty  and  deference  on  political  fubjeds 
to  thofe,  who  are  confcffedly  great  ilatefmen,  in  the  eileem 
of  the  country.  I  will  leave  in  Mr.  Erflcine's  ear  the  words 
which  Demofthenes  thundered  againft  Androt'ion^  It  cannot 
however  be  fuppofed  for  a  moment,  that  I  can  mean  to  com- 
pare a  Gentleman  of  diftinftion  like  Mr.  Erlkine,  with  fuch 
a  being  as  Androtion.  I  only  give  the  words,  and  Dr.  Parr 
jnay  tranflate  them  if  he  pleafes.  "  Ej  Kv^^a^o^m  «  UoXig, 
«!A>.«4  jt&#j    TMV    ai^^-j^fiv  iTip:<>v    cc^iiiyr6)v,    Uf^oAcyUTa    uvea,     iiy.   av,     m 

ti'yo^M  ii'cpj^iv,  bow*  jy  roci^  sax/ijs-jixjf,  iioi  ns  Qri/narof,  osXa? 
XXI  iy-    duT^iav   x.oCKU^t    Ixut^    'oiXriiSi;   kui    ix.    QsXTiovaivf" 

In    conclufion,    I  recommend  to  all  perfons  who  have  an  Itcli 
fur  writing  or   fpeaking,  in   publick   or   private,  from   Mr.    Bar- 

riiler 

f  Dem.ofth.  Orat.   Karcc  -,v^^orm-/oc,   Gr.  Ed.  Benenati.  1570. 


(     3o8     ) 

That  {hook  old  Ocean's  empire  ?  from  beneath 
Strange  threat'ning  notes  in  hollow  murmurs  breathe 
Hoarfe  through  the  deafen'd  fhrouds !  But  hufh'd 

the  blaft. 
The  trident  is  confirm'd  :  the  dream  is  paft.  (n} 

Oh, 


rifter  Erfliine  down  to  Mr.  Dent  and  his  dogs,  to  ftudy  witfe 
care  the  following  paflage  from  Lord  Shaftefbury,  in  his 
•«  Advice  to  an  Author."  The  words  are  thefe  :  "  Where 
*'  the  harm  would  be  of  fpending  fome  difcourfe,  and  bellow- 
*'  ing  a  little  breath  and  clear  voice  purely  upon  ourfelves,  I  can- 
*'  not  fee.  We  might  peradventure  be  lefs  noify  and  more  profi- 
*'  table  in  company,  if  at  convenient  times  we  difcharged  fomc 
"  of  our  articulate  found,  and  /poke  to  ourfelves  viva  voce,  <when 
**  alone,"  Advice  to  an  Author,  Sect.  i.  This  anticipating 
lemedy  of  Soliloquy  the  noble  advifer  preferibes  againfl  the 
difeafe  called  "  The  Leprosy  of  Eloquence,"  which  is 
now  a  Britifti  Epidemick.  Mr*  Erfliine,  as  I  have  been  inform- 
ed, has  been  under  a  regimen  for  a  long  time  to  no  effeft, 
and  a  Committee  of  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  (appointed  by 
the  Houfe)  v^ho  have  exnmiited  Mr.  Erfkine's  cafe,  and  the 
ftate  o-f  his  blood,  have  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  this 
Leprofy  of  Eloquence,  with  which  he  is  infefled,  is  like 
the  Leprofy  of  Naaman,  the  Syrian,  that  it  will  cleave  to  him 
for  every  except  he  rigidly  adheres  to  Lord  Shaftefbury's  anti- 
cipkting  remedy  of  Soliloquy,  and  abllains  from  fpeaktng  m 
all  places  but  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. — Ilk  fe  jaStet  in 
aula  ^OLUS  !    (July  1797O 


(    3<'9    ) 
Oh,  flrong  againfl  ourfclves,  and  rafhly  bold  ! 
No  voice,  as  in  the  Hebrew  fane  of  old, 
From  Britain's  center  to  her  utmoft  bounds, 
From  parting  (o)  angels  in  fad  accent  founds  : 

Paine 

(h)  Thefe  lines  were  written  and  inferted  here  at  the  ktter 
end  of  the  month  of  May,   1797. 

Proh  dolor  !    Imperium  PelagI   s/eviqve  Tridenl is 

Cui    nunc   forte    datum  ! 
A  patrlotick  poet  may  be,  I  hope,  in  this  inllance  prophetical : 
"  The    Dream    is  paft."      Behold    the   confirmation  :     Admiral 
Vifcount  Duncan,  Earl  St.  Vincent,  and  Earl  Howe,    the  great    /fl/-^/. 
Naval  Triumvirs.      "  ^te'is  belli  infigne  fuperhum^    Tempora  navali  /••,  n,  ct 
"  /"'^^^"^  rojlrata  corona  /"      (Nov.  1797.) 

(0)  I  truft  that  Great  Britain  is  j^/  firm,  and  that  the  guar- 
dians of  her  laws  and  conftltution  will  ftand  bold,  undaunt- 
ed, and  with  deliberate  valour.  My  allufion  in  the  verfe  is 
this.  After  the  profanation  of  the  Temple  at  Jerufalem, 
under  the  Roman  Emperor  Titus,  we  read  (it  is  recorded  by 
their  own  Hiftorian)  that  the  voices  of  guardian  angela  were 
heard  at  the  dead  of  night,  crying  out  through  its  inmoft  re- 
cefTes,  MsT^^Gseivw^Ev  Evtew^sv,  "  Let  us  depart  hence  !"  See 
the  feventh  Book  of  the  Jewlfh  War,  by  Jofephus,  pag.  1282. 
Edit.  Hudfoni  Oxon.  I  recommend  the  perufal  of  the  whole 
of  that  wonderful  feftlon  (Cap.  5.  L.  7).  The  Hiftorian,  in 
fome  parts  of  it,  is  fcarcely  inferior  in  fplrit,  language,  and  fub- 
llmity,  to  ^fchylus  hirafelf.  Surely  at  this  moft  awful  hour 
when,  I  am  alraoft  tempted   to  fay,  the  moral  and  the  natural 

world 


.      (     31^    J 

Paine  may  ^blafpheme,    and  Tooke   and   Thelwali 

mourn. 
Our  Ark  (/»)  is  yet  by  hallow'd  hands  upborne  ! 

I  too 

world  feems  to  be  breaking  up  together,  when  the  moft  power- 
ful Eurcpean  ftates  and  populous  cities  have  been  convulfed 
or  overthrown,  can  we  hear,  without  feciet  emotion  and  with- 
out a  kindred    horror,  what  the  Hiftorian  calls  the  "  Viotp'.diMOi'y 

TAy^ctruv  «Aci!/\.«yj£4«?  c-y^fps^o^sviyv,  the  twv  'Zrxtriiiis-ri'iV  TrvoLy^cA 
5-<^j)gft'  xiKvx.?iaif4tysi>v  x^avyA?  Can  we  read  unmoved,  Ours  y.Xaax.; 
%'j  t>ii05,  vr  svrgaTTi}  c-s^jtvoTijTss !  Atf.i.ca  fAX^xtvo^ivoi  kch  fm^^vKom 
m  c^vfiung  seal  xpcivyAv  ivToyr,i!-xv.  Xvvn^u  «tj  Hn^xia  yjni  roc, 
•:npi,\  «£»,  Qag^vTi^oiv  Tromvrci,  t/;v  a^f^Yiv.  Ta  So^'j'aii  ra  UxS/j 
^o^oi^an^xi  >cT'A. — I  will  make  no  apology  for  prefcnting  the 
learned  reader  with  this  paffage,  as  Longinus  would  fayi  "  Ovre,/ 
iiiyxXoi  oi  Xoyoi,  x.ett  if.'J<o^tSi(?  xi  ivvotxt.  oXov  crMy^xriov  d^x[.iartK.av 
x.xt  ivxycovioy."  (Sed.  9.  de  Sublira.)  I  expe£l  lys  thanks  and 
not  his    cenfure,  if  he    is  worthy  to  read  it. 

{p)  The  Ahhe  Barruel  has  done  a  publick  ferviceto  Europe. 
by  his  eloquent  and  perfpicuous  delineation  of  the  Hlfiory  oj 
Jacol'in'ifm  in  his  work  intitled  "  Memoir es  pour  ferv'ir  a  I'  h'ljlo'ire 
"  du  Jacoh'ir.'ijme.'"  I  by  no  means  fubfcribe  to  all  the  Abbe's  opi- 
nions and  particular  doftrinesJ,  or  to  his  whims  and  fancies. 
But  in  the  difpolition  of  the  whole  work,  I  perceive  the  hand 
of  a  mafler.  He  has  difcovered  and  traced  from  the  very 
fource  the  original  Cabal,  and  its  impious  infamous  leaders ; 
and  he  has  laid  down  their  fcheme,  and  difpofed  the  proofs 
from  their  own  authentick  writings  and  works.  In  a  convincing, 
orderly,  and  logical  arrangement.  It  is  worthy  to  be  read 
by  all   who   are  interefted  in  the  great  caufe  of  Geo  and  man, 

and 


(     3''     ) 

I  too  will  call,  loud  to  the  gathering  ftorm, 
Godwin  (jf)  and  Volney,  (r)  ruin  and  reform ; 

The 

and  I  hope  it  will  be  read  and  ftndied.  It  is  the  befl  hiilorical 
and  critical  commentary  extant  (except  the  events  themfelves)  on 
Mr.  Burke's  firft  work,  called  "  Reflexions  on  the  Revolution  in 

"  France."       1790 It  is  for  fuch  paramount  reafons,    that 

the  Leglflature  and  all  the  Maglllrates  of  Great  Britain  are  loudly- 
called  upon  to  contrcU  (while  they  yet  can  controll  with  effect)  by 
the  law  and  by  the  law  alone,  fuch  works  as  thofe  by  Thomas  Paine, 
end  all  the  fpawn  of  lewdnefs,  infidelity,  and  democracy,  in  their 
vigour  or  in  their  dotage  ;  to  reprefs  by  law  fuch  popular 
works  or  novels  as  the  Monk,  by  M.  Lewis,  Efq.  M.  P. 
which  I  have  ftated  f  amply,  as  indecent  and  blafphemous ; 
and  to  watch  over  the  proceedings  of  Dr.  Gcddes  §,  the  new 
Translator  of  the  Bible.  The  plain  queftions  are  thefe  :  "  Are 
"  WE  TO  BE  PRESERVED  ?  and,  "  Can  we  be  preserved  V* 
The  French  Revolution  is  now  matter  of  hiftory.  I  mean  of 
hiftory  fpeaking  in  every  language  of  every  nation  of  Europe. 
One  eftablifhment  upholds  another ;  and  the  fall  of  any  one 
draws  after  it  a  Jong  Ruin.  Read  the  Memoirs  of  the  Abbe 
Baruel,  and  doubt,  if  you  can,  whether  literature  has 
power  to  kill  and  to  make  alive.  Atheift  Statefmen  always 
co-operate  with  Atheift  Philofophers,  but  are  generally  duped 
by  them.  **  lis  prenmnt  leurs  ordres  fans  le  favolry*  faid 
D'AIembert,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  impudence.  The  grand  triple 
Confpiracy  and  criifloing  Cabal,  under  all  its  horrid  formularies, 
againft  religion,  regal  power,  and  fecial  order  under  moral  reftraint, 
has  fliewn  what  is  the  force  and  potency  of  Literature,  ftimu- 

lated 

t  Preface  to  Dial.  IV.  of  the  P.  of  L. 
^   lb.  Pref.  to  Dial.  IV. 


■     (     312    ) 
The  Sophifts  unabalh'd  yet  rear  their  head, 


Their 


lated  and  conduced  by  an  exterminating  philofopby.     Lf.t  Eng- 
land BEWARE  AND   LOOK  TO   HERSELF  !  f 

(q)  Godwin. — "  Ecce  iterum  Crifpinus!"  and  I  wifh  I 
need  not  proceed  with  the  line,  "  Et  eft  mihi  fepe  vocandus 
^'  in  partes,  Moatlrum  nulla  virtute  redempCum." — In  my 
note  in  Dialogue  III.  of  the  P.  of  L.  v.  177,  I  thought  I  had 
taken  leave  of  William  Godwin  ;  but  he  has  again  obtruded 
himfelf  upon  the  publick,  and  I,  as  one  of  the  publick,  fhall  give 
a  few  remarks  on  his  late  book,  called  *'  The  Enquirer  ;  or  Re- 
flexions on  Education,  Manners,  and  Literature,  in  a  feries  of 
EJfays.''^  Of  his  Enquiry  concerning  Political  Juftice,  the  au- 
thor differs  in  opinion  from  me.  He  declares,  in  his  Preface 
to  his  Enquirer,  that  ^'  An  Enquiry  thus  purfiied  on  Political  Juf- 
tice,  (I.e.  as  he,  William  Godwin,  has  purfued  it)  is  undoubtedly 

*'    IN   THE   HIGHEST  STYLE   OF   MAN  !  !  !"       But    33    I  have    givCR 

my  opinion,  I  fhall  fay  nothing  here. — I  fhall  take  but  a  few 
chapters  of  his  new  book,  for  really  I  fliould  fatigue  myfelf  and 
my  reader  paft  all  fufferance,  if  I  were  to  go  through  with  it. 
The  fplrit  and  the  manner  is  the  fame  in  all  thefe  EiTays. 
*'  The  prefent  volume,"  (i.  e.  the  Enquirer)  he  informs  us,  (Pre- 
face, p.  8.)  **  is  prefented  to  the  contemplative  rtzAtv,  not  asdi^a, 
"  but  AS  THE  MATERIALS  OF  THINKING,  and  that  they  are  cor/i- 
*'  mitted  to  his  mercy."  He  adds,  "  that  with  as  ardent  a  -p^A'- 
*'  {ion  ior  innovation  as  ever,  he,  (i.  e.  William  Godwin)  feels 
'«  h'lmkK  more  patient  and  trajiquil."     This    is  pleaiant  to    hirn- 

felf 

j-  See  alfo  "  the  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy  againft  all  the  Religi- 
ons and  Governments  of  Europe,  carried  on  in  the  Secret  Meet- 
ings of  Free  Mafons,  Illuminati,  &c.  &c.  by  J.  Robifon,  A.  M." 
A  book  of  great  importance  and  folemn  warning  to  this  Countrvj 
which  fliould  be  perufed  with  Abbe  Baruel's  work.  They  reilttt 
^  powerful  light  on  each  other. 


(     3^3     ) 
Their  colours  gaudy,  though  but  idly  (j)  fpread. 

Better 

felf  certainly,  but  whether  his  opinions  and  their  confcquences 
will  promote  paiicnce  and  tranqnillity  in  other  men,  is  all  that 
we  are  concerned  to  know  and  expofe.  He  profefles  to  write 
a  moral  work.  It  is  inifcellaneous  and  unconnefted,  whatever 
he  may  think.  I  would  premifc  there  is  a  difttrence  in  con- 
fidering  a  moral  and  a  mere  metaphyfical  Enquiry.  In  the 
latter  it  isjult  and  neceffary  to  take  in  all  the  parts  ofafyllem 
to  know  its  efficacy  and  apparent  truth  ;  but  in  a  moral  work  there 
is  not  the  fame  necelTity,- and  for  this  plain  reafon.  Mankind 
axe.  gu'ulcd  In  their  ad'ions,  not  by  fyllem,  but  by  JJngle  impulfes  ; 
by  detached  maxims,  by  aphorifms,  by  fentences,  which  have 
frequently  the  force  of  whole  volumes.  Whatever  impels  to 
adlion  ftngly  and  by  Itfelf,  may  be  confidered  alfo  apart,  and 
held  forth  either  to  approbation  or  to  cenfure.  For  this  im- 
portant reafon  I  fnall  offer  fomc  pafTages  from  "  The  Enquirer, 
by  William  Godwin."  The  book  perhaps  has  been  read  veiy 
little  ;  but  it  is  publiflied  and  it  may  be  read,  and  I  am  fare  it 
ought  to  be  criticized,  not  from  its  excellence  or  the  ability  of 
the  writer,  but  from  tne  fubjeft  matter.  His  flrft  Chapter  or 
Effay  is,  "  Of  awakening  the  lUind."  He  begins  with '/o  very  wifi 
a  fcntence,  that  we  are  naturally  prepared  for  much  irjlruclion. 
i  have  indeed  been  told,  that  Mr.  Godwin's  mother,  like  little 
Ifaac's  in  Sheridan's  Duenna,  ufed  to  call  him  "  Little  Solomon.'* 
What  is  this  fentence  ?  verbatim  as  follows  :  "  If  individuals 
*'  were  uiiin;erfaUy  happy,' the  fpecies  wo?//<^' te  happy  !"  Again: 
"  When  a  child  is  born,  one  of  the  earlieft  purpofcs  of  his  in- 
"  ftitution  ought  to  be,  to  a-waken  bis  mind,  to  breathe  afoul  into  the, 
?<  as  yet  unformed,  maf."  Whether  the  maf  is  the  mind,  or 
the  mind  the  mafs,  and  at  \yhat  time  the  foul  is  to  be  breathed 
into  the   mind,    is   not    quite    clear;     but     it    is    very    irJlrvMi've. 

Mr.  Godwin 


(     3H    ) 

Better  be  dull  than  wicked  :  from  the  heart 

The 

Mr.  Godwin  alfo  thinks,  that  "  it  is  not  the  abfurdefl:  of  para- 
'■"  doxes  to  affirm,  that  the  true  objeft  of  juvenile  education  is 
"  to  teach  no  one  thing  in  particular,  but  (the  reader  will  be  rather 
furprifed)  to  provide^  agaiofl  the  age  of  fi'ue-and-twenty,  a  mind 
"  well  regulated,  aftive,  7sx\^  prepared  to  learn.''^  It  is  to  be  re- 
membeixd,  that  the  general  education  of  mankind  is  confi- 
dered.  If  the  reader's  mind  is  not  anuahened  by  fuch  an  ala- 
rum of  nonfenfe,  I  think  he  muft  be  deeply  intranced,  as  fail 
as  a  modern  watchman,  or  Mr.  Godwin  himfelf,  when  he  wrote 
the  chapter.  Next  comes  Effay  2.  "  On  the  utility  of  talents." 
From  this  we  learn,  ia  Mr.  Godwin's  own  words,  that  "  The 
•^  only  complete  prote£lion  againil  the  appellation  of  fool,  is  to 
^'  be  the  pofieffbr  of  uncomiiio7i  capacity  ;"  and  that  "  ^  felf~fa- 
tisjied,  half'ivitted  fellow  is  the  mofl  ridiculous  of  all  things." 
This  is  alfo  very  ivjlruBi'ue,  and  lets  us  into  the  fecret  of  Mr. 
Godwin's  wits  and  his  fclf-fatisfaclion.  But  I  cannot  think  Mr. 
G's  inftruftions  will  "  produce  in  his  pupil  or  child  (if  he  has 
either)  "  one  of  the  long-looked  for  fav'wurs  of  the  human  race.^^  It 
might  perhaps  produce  another  Anacharfis  Cloots,  the  Orator 
of  the  human  race.  Then  come  "The  Sources  of  Genius," 
in  Effay  3.  The  fentiments  are  either  fo  trite,  or  fo  abfurd,  or 
fo  wicked,  that  it  is  diificult  to  choofe.  One  of  them  I  muft 
feled. — Of  the  children  of  peafants,  Mr.  G.  obferves,  "  That 
*'  at  the  age  of  fourteen  the  very  traces  of  underilanding  are 
"  obliterated.  They  are  enlifted  at  the  crimping  houfe  of  oppref- 
*^  fwn.  They  are  /Jn////?^^  by  immoderate  and  unremitting  la- 
"  bour.  Their  hearts  are  hardened,  and  their  fpirits  hrohen  by 
"  all  that  \\xf^  fee,  all  that  tlitj  feel,  and  all  that  they  look  forward 
"  to.  This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  points  of 
*'  VIEW  in  which  we  conlider  the  pvefent  order  of  Society  !  I !  It 

^'  is 


(     3'S     ) 
The  life-fprings  iffue,  and  their  force  impart ; 

Better 

"  is  the  gYtzt  Jlau^hter  houfe  of  genius,  and  of  mind.  It  is  the 
**  unrelenting  murderer  of  hope  and  gaiety,  of  the  love  of  reflec- 
*'  tion,  znd  of  I  he  love  of  life."  (p.  i6.)  Tliis  it  is,  I  fuppofe, 
as  this  atrocious  but  fooliih  v/riter  would  call  it,  lo  promote  pa- 
tience and  tranquillity  among  mankind  !  Mr.  G.  has  not  ^et  done. 
Eihiy  the  4th  is  on  the  fame  Sources.  Kere  he  proves  too 
much  fur  himfelf.  He  fays,  "  Tliere  is  an  infanity  among 
''  Philofophers,  that  has  brought  Philofophy  itfelf  into  difcre- 
"  dit."  (p.  19.)  At  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Mr.  G- 
fpeaking  of  the  fucceiTion  of  events,  and  the  manner  in  which 
we  acquire  ideas,  delivers  this  fentence  ferioufly  and  philofophi- 
Cally,  with  a  view  to  be  InJIruSlive,  as  I  fuppofe.  "  If  any  man 
"  was  to  tell  me  that  if  I  pull  t/je  trigger  of  my  gun,  ^fivift  and 
"  beautiful  horfe  will  immediately  appear  j^ar/;??j  from  the  mouth 
"  of  the  tube  ;  I  can  only  anfwer,  that  I  do  not  expeB  it,  and 
"  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  my  former  experience. 
*'  But  I  can  ajjtgn  no  reafon  (III)  why  this  is  an  event  intrinfi- 
"  cally  more  abfurd,  or  lefs  likely  to  happen  than  the  event  I  have 
"  been  accuftomed  to  witnefs.  It  may  be  familiarly  tllnjlraied 
*'  to  the  tmlearned  reader,  by  remarking,  that  x!i\t  procefs  of  gene - 
"  ration,  in  confequence  of  which  men  and  horfes  «re  born, 
'^'  has  ohvionfly  no  more  perceivable  correfpondence  with  that  event, 
"  than  ittvould have  forme  lo puflthe  trigger  of  a  gun! !  1"  I  pafs 
by  the  grofs  indecency  of  the  illuftration,  that  I  may  juft  hint, 
what  it  is  to  be  a  philofopher,  and  inflrtict  the  unlearned  in  the 
nenu  way.  I  am  afliamed  to  analyfe  any  other  opinions  in  thif 
Effay  ;  but  as  Mr.  G.  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  "  A  man  of 
talents,"  I  fuppofe  alfo  that  Mr.  G.  has  the  properties  of  "  A 
man  of  talents,"  as  he  himfelf  has  declared  them  to  be  ;  and 
that  "He  (himfelf)  can  recoUeS  up  to  ivhat  period  he  wa.s  Jejiwe, 

and 


.     (     3^6     ) 

Better  to  write  plain  nonfeiife  ;  better  preach 

With 

^^  and  up  to  ivhat  period  he  was  dull.  He  can  call  to  mind  the 
"  innumeralle  errors  of  fpeculation  he  has  committed,  that 
''  would  ahnojl  difgraceanideot."  (p.  28.)  For  my  own  part,  in  the 
prefent  inilance,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  recolle8ion.  Mr.  God- 
win and  his  book  are  before  me.  So  much  for  "  A  man  of  talents.'* 
I  cannot  opprefs  the  reader  with  all  his  defokting,  unfounded, 
and  filly  opinions  on  all  trades,  profeflicias,  and  occupations, 
wholly  fubverfive  of  the  order  of  focie.ty,  and,  as  I  believe,  of 
any  fuppofeable  order  whatfoever  of  any  regulated  human  fo- 
ciety.  But  if  the  reader  wiflies  to  be  amufed  with  the  acme  or 
height  of  abfurdity  and  wlldnefs,  I  earneftly  recommend  to  him 
to  read  Mr.  G.'s  account  of  "  The  Walk  of  a  man  of  talents, 
*'  (Mr.  Godwin  himfelf,  for  inflance,)  and  of  a  man  without 
•'  talents,  (fuch  as  myfelf)  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park 
"  Corner."  (p.  31  and  32.)  It  is  really  ri?//-£/Zii/zg-  in  the  extreme. 
Nothing  can  be  fupcrior  to  it,  but  his  "  Gun  of  generation," 
juft  defcribed,  and  his  "  felf-tilling  plough,  without  the  in- 
tervention of  man,"  in  his  other  book  on  Political  Juftice, 
Vol.  2.  p.  494.  Ed.  Svo.- — I  will  give  Mr.  Godwin's  own  ac- 
count of  this  famous  Walk,  efpecially  as  the  publick  are  accuf- 
tcmed  to  obferve  all  kinds  of  men  and  women  too  betiveen 
'Temple  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.  "  The  chief -^oxnt  of  difference 
"  (fays  Mr.  G.)  between  the  man  of  talents  and  the  man  '■ivhhout,  COK- 
*'  siSTS  in  the  different  ivays  in  which  their  minds  are  employed 
*'  during  the  fame  interval! !  1"  (This  is  the  propofition,  ludicrous 
and  abfurd  enough  of  itfelf,  but  now  let  us  hear  the  proof  or  illuf- 
tration.)  "  They,  (i.  e.  the  man  of  talents  and  the  man  'without) 
"  are  obliged,  let  us  fuppofe,  to  walk  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde 
'*  Park  Corner.  The  dull  man  gots  flrait  forward :  he  has 
*'  fo  many  furlongs  to  traverfe.     He  obferves  if  he  meets  any  of 

«  his 


(     ?>^7    ) 
With  filky  (/)  voice,  and  facred  flow'rs  of  fpeech, 

In 

"  his  acquaintance ;  lie  enquires  refpeiling  their  health  and 
"  their  family.  He  glances  perhaps  at  the  (hops  as  he  pafles  j 
"  he  admirei  the  fafliion  of  a  buckle,  and  the  metal  of  a  tea 
'*  urn.  //"he  experience  any  flights  of  fancy  (i.  e.  between  Tera- 
"  pie  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner)  they  are  of  z.Jhort  extent  ;  of 
"  the  fame  nature  as  thejlight  of  a  foreji  bird  clipped  of  his 
"  wings,  and  condemned  \.o  pafs  the  reft  of  his  life  in  z  farm-yard, 
*'  On  the  other  hand,  the  man  of  talents  gwtsfullfcope  to 
"  his  imagination.  He  laughs  and  cries.  Unindebted  to  the 
"  f^SS'fl'"^^^^  °^  ^^^^  furrounding  objefts  his  lohole  foul  is  em- 
*'  ployed!"  (We  are  now  to  prepare  ybr  the  employment  of 
the  lohole  fold  of  a  man  of  talents  from  Temple  Bar  to  Hyde  Park 
Corner,  and  the  reader  will  obferve  that  he  has  enough  to  do. 
La  voici.)  "  He,  (the  man  of  talents)  enters  into  nice  calcula- 
tions ;  he  digefts fugacious  reafoningsJ^  (All  this  is  done  between 
Temple  Bar  and  Hyde  Park  Corner.)  "  In  imagination  he 
**  declai7ns  or  defcribes,  imprefTed  with  the  deepeji  fympathy,  or 
"  elevated  to  the  loftiefl  rapture.  He  paffes  through  a  thou- 
**  fund  imaginary  fcenes,  tries  his  courage,  tafks  his  ingenuity,  and 
"  thus  becomes  gradually  prepared  to  meet  almofl  any  of  the 
"  many-coloured  events  of  human  life.  He  confults  by  the  aid 
"  of  memory  the  books  he  has  read,  'N.  B.  a  man  of  talents  ne- 
"  ver  reads  in  the  Itreets),  and  he  jJrcyVt?^  others  for  the  future 
*'  inflruclion  and  delight  of  mankind."  (I  always  faid  Mr.  G. 
himfclf  projeBed  his  book  on  Juftice  and  this  on  Education  in 
theflreets  ;  "  Sic  tu  triviis,  indo£Ie  folebas.")  If  he  obferves  the 
"  pafTengers,  (the  dull  man  only  obferves  his  acquaintance)  he 
"  reads  their  countenances,  conje£lures  their  pajl  hiftory,  and 
"  iormz  a  ftperjicial  noixon   o^  their  wifdom  and  folly,    their  vir- 

"  tue 


■     (     3iS    ) 
In  foft  probation  (u)  for  a  Foundling's  gown. 


To 


•'  tue  or  vice,  fatisfadlion  or  niifery.  If  he  obferves  the 
*'  fcenes  that  occur,  it  is  with  the  eye  of  a  connoifTeur  or  an 
*'  artift."  (The  t^/ull  man  above  minds  only  buckles  and  tea 
vrns.)  "  Every  objeft  is  capable  of  fuggefting  to  him  a  Vo- 
*'  lume  of  ReJIeS'ion."  (Mr.  G.  mufl  mean  his  own  'volume  now 
before  me,  called  ReJIeciions  on  manners,  education,  and  li- 
terature.) "  The  time  of  thefe  i-zuo  perfons  in  one  refpedl  re- 
*'  fembles  ;  it  has  brought  them  both  to  Hyde  Park  Corner.  In 
*'  almoft  every  other  rtfpedl  it  is  diffimilar."  Here  is  the  de- 
nouement or  the  Eu|nxf4  of  Philofopher  Godwin,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  thinks  it  a  difcovery  in  Terra  jam  cognita,  as  he  will 
allow  the  ground  to  be  between  Temple  Bar  and  Hyde  Park 
Corner.  I  cannot  fay  the  Parallel  is  quite  in  the  manner  of 
Plutarch,  but  it  is  'very  inJlruBive.  No  man  can  ever  be  again 
at  a  lofs  to  know  a  man  of  talents  from  a  man  without,  in  the 
Jlreet.  I  had  often  been  puzzled,  till  I  met  with  this  inflruftive 
volume  of  Refleftions. — When  the  P..eader  has  confidcred  this, 
and  all  the  other  parts  I  have  produced,  and  thoufands  I  have 
omitted,  he  will  remember  that  Mr.  Godv/in  has  fet  hhnjelf 
up  for  a  Legifiator,  a  Reformer,  a  Philofopher,  a  deftroyer  of 
ancient  prejudices,  and  a  builder  of  new  fyllems,  a  guide 
through  the  darknefs  of  the  world  by  this  new  light,  and  he 
expefts  the  obeifance  of  mankind.  I  am  fizre,  I  cannot  even 
conceive  that  any  man  or  woman  will  worflrip  before  such 
AN  IMAGE  of  Democracy  and  Tyranny,  whoever  may  found 
the  cornet.,  fachhit,  or  dulcimer  at  the  dedication.  It  is  not  an 
Image  of  gold  :  it  is  an  image  of  iron  mixed  tvith  miry  clay.  For 
mv  own  part,  I  will  not  move  from   v.V;  place. 

This 


(     319     ) 
To  pleafe  fome  guardian  Midas  of  the  town. 


Who 


This  It  is  to  inftiufl  the  world,  to  reform  It,  to  make  it  hap- 
py. Mr.  G.  comes  ia  fuch  a  queftlonable  fliape,  that  I  know 
not  when  to  finifla  my  queftions.  I  might  go  on  chapter  by 
chapter  In  this  manner.  Let  any  man  look  at  his  opinions, 
and  the  nature  of  his  knowledge  and  his  pretenfions.  I 
muil  copy  two  thirds  (at  the  leaftj  if  I  wliTied  to  exprefs,  and 
to  expofe,  all  that  is  reprehenfible  in  this  volume,  or  wicked, 
or  ridiculous,  or  trite  beyond  belief.  I  would  hold  up  Mr. 
G.'s  own  propofitions,  in  his  own  words,  to  all  per- 
fons  who  have  underflanding,  and  let  them  judge.  Let  them 
fairly  decide  whether  his  Impiety  be  not  even  lefs  than  his  folly, 
and  the  weaknefs  of  his  underftanding  more  vifible  than 
the  plunging  violence  of  his  exertions.  *'  Dat  operam  ut  cum 
**  ratlone  Infaniat."  Mr.  Godwin  Is  at  bed  but  a  mongrel  and 
'.m  exotick.  He  is  grafted  upon  the  ftock  of  Condorcet  and 
the  French  rabble  ;  but  he  has  not  even  the  racinefs  of  that 
teeming  foil.  Englifh  minds  will  not  long  bear  the  groffnefs 
of  fuch  an  impofition.  We  are  better  and  earlier  taught  than 
he  wilhes  we  fliould  be.  Reafon  indeed  difclalms  Mr.  God- 
win ;  in  eloquence,  and  good  writing,  (in  fpite  of  all  his 
dogmatifm)  he  knows  nothing  ;  and  of  the  Belles  Lettres  near- 
ly as  much  as  can  be  attained,  or  rather  picked  up,  in  a  modern 
academy  in  fome  London  Square,  or  at  Iflington.  But  for 
Mr.  Godwin  we  are  to  lay  dov/n  Plato  and  Xenophon ;  for 
him  we  are  to  relinquifh  Arillotle  and  Tully  ;  to  him  Locke 
Is  to  give  way,  and  the  fimplicity  and  tempered  humour  of 
Mr.  Addifon  Is  to  be  loft  in  Mr.  Godwin's  efFafions. — I  really 
.  am  fatigued  with  this  man.  •  Nothing  but  the  importance  of 
the  confequences  and  efietls  of  his  wild,  weak,  wicked,  and 
abfiu-d  notions,  (I  cannot  dignify  them  with  the  name  of  prin- 
ciples 


(       320      ) 

Who  gives  his  vote  horn  judgment  and  from  tq/le  ;  . 
'  Better 

ciples  or  «|<&»««tT«)  could  have  prevailed  upon  me  to  have  waft- 
ed irretrievably  fo  much  of  my  time  upon  them.  From  the 
period  when  Ph'dojopher  Hume  firft  garbled  his  neglefted  "  Trea- 
"  tife  on  Human  Nature,"  and  publifhed  it  in  the  form  of 
EfTays,  and  fet  up,  as  it  were,  a  kind  oijlopjhop  of  morality 
in  the  fuburbs  of  Atheifm,  we  have  had  nothing  but  Eifays  up- 
on EfTays,  till — we  all  know  the  confequence.  And  laft  of  all 
comes  Ph'dojopher  Godwin,  and  fets  up  his  trumpery  fhop  too 
in  the  fame  quarter  ;  though  he  is  willing  to  wait  upon  ladies 
and  gentlemen  at  their  own  houfes,  with  his  "  Gros  paquet 
*'  de  toile  "verte  f  ^  rouge"  upon  the  principles  and  pradice 
of  the  celebrated  Fr'ip'ier  in  Gil  Bias,  and  pretty  much  with  the 
fame  kind  of  juftice.  He  prefents  you  with  his  fecond-hand 
fuits,  with  his  "  habits  de  drap  tout  un'i,"  and  his  "  habits  de 
*'  velours  uti peu  pajfes,'"  demands  his  folxante  ducats,  and  then 
addreffes  you  with  the  fame  cool  effrontery  ;  Vous  etes  b'len 
*'  heureux  qu'onfe  folt  addrejje  a  uo\  plutot  qu''a  un  autre.  Graces 
"  au  c'lel,  j'exerce  rondement  7na  profejjion  :  Jesuis  le  seul 
*'  Fripier  qui  alt  de  la  morale. J"  So  much  for  Philofo- 
pher  GoBWis,  or  Le  Philosophe  Fripier,  malgre  fa  morale  ! 
— To  the  learned  world  in  particular  (if  they  have  ever  drudg- 
ed through  the  works  of  Mr.  Godwin  as  I  have  done)  I  will' 
addrefs  a  few  words  from  the  fccond  book  of  the  Pyrrhonick 
Inftitutions  of  Sextus  Empiricus,  as  applicable  to  William 
Godwin,  after  all  the  obfervations  I  have  made  on  his  writings. 

f   Green  is  the  fymbol  of  the  Irlfb,  and   Red  oi  French  demo- 
cratick  faftions. 

Gil  Bias,  Liv.  i,  cb.  15. 


(     321     ) 
Better  with  Warner  move  with  me&fur^d  hafte 

X  To 

"  JE|«^ijK  %\  K  TON  ANQPlinON  TOYTON  S<«x^*v«<  t£  <f5r«> 
T*^»  aAAwv  Zti-^^i-,  y-M  EIAIICPINS22  N0H?AI  '^una-^yMx"  Sext. 
Empyrlc.  Iiiilit,  Pynhon.  L.  2.  C.  5. 

(r)  Voliiey. — See  Dial-  i.  (note  ^)  of  the  P.  of  L,  fqr  an 
account  of  Mr.  Volney's  book,  entitled,  "  Ruins,  or  a  Medita- 
tion on  the  Revolution  of  Empires." 

(j)  "  Mocking  the  air  with  colours  idly  fpread.*' 

Shakfpeare's  King  John. 

(if)  All  Doftors  (and  Bifhops  too)  fhould  remeiflber  it  is 
one  thing  to  preach,  and  another  to  print  and  publilh  their 
fermons.  It  is  alfo  high  time  for  Bishop  HoRstEY  (qui  au 
travers  de  toute  fa  plete  fCeJl  pas  Auteur  mpunementy  et  qui  a  la 
fatisfaftton  d'arracher  les  Foluptueufes  aux  plai/trs  -f,  et  d*  affer- 
ihir  dans  leur  devoir  des  Epoufes  ehranlces  par  des  amans  feduc- 
teurs  ;  though  I  cannot  fay^  "  qu'on  trouve  fes  homelies  et  fes 
ouvrages  egalement  forts  Gi  delicats)  it  is  high  time  I  fay,  for  my 
Lord  Bifliop  Horfley  to  remember  that  it  was  faid  of  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Grenada,  "  Voila  un  Sermon  qui  fent  furieufement 
."  PApoplexie."  (Gil  Bias.  Liv.  7.  C.  4.)  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Archeveque  de  Grenade  (\  beg  pardon)  plain  B'l/Joap 
Horfley  (for  I  think,  he  never  'will  be  an  ArchhifJoop)  will  appoint 
me  to  be  his  Secretary,  or  in  the  inimitable  words  of  Le  Sage, 
G.  B.  1.  7.  C4  2.  be  defirous  "  avoir  pres  de  lui  un  homm.e 
*'   (cotnme  moi)   qui  ait  de  la  literature,  et  une  bonne  main  pour 

"  ?nettre 


•j-   See  his  Magdalen  Slomily^  and  his  fpeeghes  in  the  H«  of  X. 
in  cafes  of  Adukery\ 


(•-     322       ) 

To  lead  new  pkafure  f'xj  to  a  pedant's  eaf  j 

Appeal 

^'  meitre  au  net  fes  homelies" — I  may  add,  that  If  I  fhould  take  a 
walk  through  his  literary  grounds,  I  fear  I  fhould  be  found 
damage-feafant ;  and  if  I  were  to  enter  the  premifes  at  Rochefter 
or  Weftminfter,  and  be  profecuted  for  it,  I  fhould  certainly 
dire  ft  my  counfel  to  plead  a  fpecial  "  "Nil  habu'it  in  tenementis -" 
(See  Lord  Raymond's  Rep.  1550.)  For  though  his  Lordfhip^ 
as  Plaintiff,  is  but  an  AJfgnee.,  he  may  take  advantage  of  the 
eftoppel,  for  «V  runs  'with  the  land.  See  Co.  Lytt.  152.  and  Salk. 
276^ 

Truth,  erudition,  and  ability,  always  fail  in  their  effeft  if  their 
profeffofs  enforce  them  with  violence  or  afperity  in  the  mannerj, 
or  imprudence  in  the  choice  of  fubjefts  and  in  the  place  of  de- 
livering theffi. 

(m)  I  allude  to  any  popular  preacher.  It  Is  really  humiliating 
and  degrading  to  the  clergy  to  ^r^dich. probationary  fermons,  on  any 
vacancy  of  a  chaplainfhip  at  any  of  the  charitable  foundations, 
h&iorc  fuch  a  ft  of  judges.  One  is  for  voice  and  aftion,  another 
for  what  he  calls  learning,  others  for  the  tender  paffions,  fome  for 
appeals  to  reafon,  and  others  againfl:  love  logick  and  clofe  argu- 
ment. No  Divine  can  fatisfy  fuch  judges,  but  fuch  a  db61:or  as 
isdefcribed  by  John  of  Saliibury,  "  Doftor  fanftiffiraus  ille  Gre- 
*'  gorius,  qui  melleo  pradicationis  imhre  totam  rigavit  et  inelriavU 
*'  Ecclefiam  i" — It  is  high  time  to  put  thefe  affairs  on  a  more 
refpeftable  footing  for  the  Clergy.  I  think  indeed,  that  the 
bufmefs,  eledlions,  &c.  belonging  to  all  hofpitals,  and  all  chari- 
ties, fhould  be  tranfafted  by  a  Committee  of  the  Subfcribers, 
eleUed  annually.  The  propriety  of  fuch  a  meafure  being  gene- 
rally adopted  in  London,  and  near  the  metropolis,  is  evident  \ 
and  I  wifh  this  hint  may  be  attended  to  by  men  of  fenfe  and 
judgment.  _ 


(    3^-3     ) 
Appeal  to  Bryant,  nor  his  judgment  fear  ; 
Better  to  ftate-arithmetick  be  bred. 
Tell  Jacobins  and  Tories  by  the  (y)  head  ; 

X  2  Prove 

(x)  See  a  Trcatife  lately  publiflied,  entitled  "  METP0!>f ' 
APISTON,  or  a  Neiv  Pleafure,  recommended  in  a  Diflertation 
on  Greek  and  Latin  Profody,  (1797.)"  It  is  without  any  per- 
niiffion,  and  I  think  with  confidcrable  effrontery,  dedicated 
to  Mr.  Bryant  in  a  ftyle  perfeftly  new.  If  almoft  every  page 
of  this  treatife  were  not  fillier,  wilder,  and  more  extravagant 
than  the  preceding,  I  might  be  tempted  to  take  fome  notice  o£ 
its  multifarious  contents.  For  they  are  very  numerous  indeed  ; 
from  the  laws  paffed  in  King  Priam's  reign  (I  beg  Mr.  Bryant's 
pardon)  under  his  marine  Minifter  when  TrOy  was  attacked 
and  invaded  by  the  Grecians,  down  to  the  prefent  French  war 
and  the  incomprehenfible  Cavalry  Aft,  under  George  the  Third 
of  Great  Britain.  As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  poffible  for  this 
Author  (I  ufe  his  own  words  in  his  otun  treatife)  to  ^^  put  off  the 
"  monkey  and  bring  out  the  ntan,"  I  (hall  fay  nothing  further  of 
this  farrago  of  learned  nonfenfe. 

{y)  Mr.  Burke  gave  it  as  his  opinion  in  his  "  Two  Letters 
on  the  Propofals  for  Peace,"  ( 1 796)  that  there  are  "  400,000  po- 
*'  litical  citizens  in  Great  Britain,  of  whom  80,000  are  pure  Ja- 
*'  cobins,  the  other  four-fifths  perfectly  found,"  &c.  In  this  par- 
ticular iuftance  I  fliall  only  fay  of  this  great  and  venerable  man, 
ivhat  one  of  Dante's  Commentators  fays  on  a  paffage  in  the 
Purgatorio  :  "  Per  verita,  -e  un  gran  capriccio  ;  ma  in  cio  fegue  il 
*'  fuojlile,"  Dante,  Shakfpeare,  Milton,  and  Burke,  all  abound 
in  fimilar  capricciot ;  but  I  will  add  Dr.  Juhnfon's  admirable 
^vords ;   "  He  that  can  put  them  in  balance  with  their  beauties 

«  muft 


(     324     ) 

prove  that  no  dogs  as  through  the  ilreets  they  rang#^ 
Give  bone  for  bone  in  regular  (2)  exchange ; 
Or  frame,  with  Marlh,  ftrange  theorems  to  try 

Some 

^'  Ciud  be  confidered  not  as  nice  biit  dull,  as  lefs  to  be  cenfdred 
*^  for  want  of  candour,  than  pitied  for  \yant  of  fenfibility." 
Life  of  Milton* 

(2;)  Here  is  anotber  little  caprkcto  of  a  man  of  no  common 
fagacity,  tbe  late  Adam  Smith.  He  fays  ferioufly,  by  way  of 
jlluftration  ;  "  No  body  enier  fa<w  a  dog  make  a  fair  and  deliberate 
*'  exchange  of  o?Zi?  ^ow  for  another  with  another  dog."  Smith's 
Wealth  of  Nations,  Vol,  x-  p.  20.  Ed.  8vo.  My  dear  Adam^ 
this  philofophy  of  yours  is  nearly  of  the  fame  date  as  your  an- 
cellor's  -j-  in  Eden,  and  I  can  only  faj  in  reply,  "  Who  ever 
'''  expe&ed  to  fee  a  dog  do  fo  ?" — We  have  all  read  and  heard  of 
that  fnarling  fe<3:,  the  Cynicks,  and  if  we  could  convert  dogs 
into  philofophers,  or  what  is  harder  ftill,  philofophical  propofiti- 
Qns  into  meat  and  bones,  (which  I  fear  is  more  than  moft  Scotch 
Profeffors  can  do)  I  fliould  apply  metaphorically  the  follawlng 
lines  from  a  celebrated  Pott,  a  gi-eat  obferver  of  human  nature  : 

**  So  when  iivo  dogs  are  fighting  j]  in  the  ftreets, 
With  a  third  dog  one  of  the  iivo  dcgs  meets ; 
With  angry  tooth  he  bites  him  to  the  bone, 
And  this  dog  fmarts  for  what  that  dog  has  done." 

:}:  In  the  ?nq/l  extefi/ive/y  learned  book  I  ever  faw,  (for  the  fize  of 
jt)  and  the  beft  arranged,  I  mean  the  "  Philofophia  Generalis, 
&c.  per  Theophiium  Gale,"  there  is  actually  a  Chapter  "  Z?<f 
Philofophia  Ada^ni"  L.  i.  C.  i .  f.  3.—*'  A  Cajiriccio  !" 

jl  i.  e.  For  a  bone t  or  for  any  thing  which  is- an  obje£l  g^  fair 
and  deliberate  exchange. 


Some  manufcript's  divine  identity  j  (^a) 


To 


(a)  A  learned  and  ingenious  Critick,  the  Rev.  Wm.  M'ARSH, 
(Tranflator  of  Michaelis's  Introdudlion  to  the  New  Teftament, 
to  which  he  has  added  many  valuable  notes  and  illuftrations) 
pubHflied  in  the  year  1795,  "  Letters  to  Archdeacon  Travis, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  a  Greek  Manufcript  in  the  Publick  Library 
at  Cambridge,  printed  at  Leipzig,  but  fold  in  London  by  R. 
Marfh,  Fleet-ftrcct."  The  following  theorem  is  fo  new,  and  fo> 
unparalleled,  that  I  cannot  help  preferving  it  in  this  poem  as  a 
literary  curiofity,  and  as  moll  of  my  readers,  I  dare  fay  never 
faw  or  even  thought  fuch  a  theorem  poflible.  I  Ihall  laugh 
hereafter  at  any  man  who  tells  me,  that  the  chances  for  or 
agahijl  any  thing  are  100,000  to  i, 

"  General  Theoremy  by  which  the  ideniity  of  Manufcripts  is 
determined,  from  a  coincidence  in  their  Readings."  (Lettersj 
p.  70.) 

"  If  after  a  collation  of  Greek  MSS,  to  the  amount  qf  aay 
number  which  I  will  call/,  the  reading.  A,  B,  C,  0,  &c.  to 
the  amount  of  m  have  all  been  found  in  any  of  thefe  MSS. 
which  I  will  call  ^f  but  not  one  of  them  in  any  other  Maau- 
fcript :  moreover  if  other  readings,  A,  B,  T,  A,  &c,  to  the 
amount  of  n  have  likewife  been  all  found  in  the  MS.  ?t^,  but 
each  of  them  in  only  , one  other  Manufcript;  furthei"  if  a  third 
fct  of  readings  to  the  amount  of  r  is  contained  in  the  |«IS.  ^^ 

but 


t  In  Mr.  Marfh's  problem,  a  Hebrew  charafter  (Aleph)  i? 
yfed,  inftead  of  the  Greek  %  which  I  have  ttfed,  as  the  printer 
had  not  the  Hebrew  characters  at  haud= 


(     3'26     ) 
To  the  Peers'  Hoiife  approach  with  teinper'd  awe, 
Lofe  fenfe  and  grammar  in  Charles  Yorke  and  law5(Z') 

Turn 

but  each  of  them  in  only  two  other  MSS. ;  a  fourth  fet  to  the 
amount  of  s.  each  of  which  has  been  difcovered  in  only  three 
other  Manufcripts,  and  fo  on  :  in  that  cafe,  if  all  thefe  readings 
fhould  afterwards  b^  found  in  any  one  Manufcript,  the  prola- 
hility  that  the  Manufcript,  in  which  they  are  thus  found,  is  the 
very  identical  Manufct'ipt  from  which  they  had  been  taken,  is  to 
ihe  chance  of  its  being  a  different  MS.  as, 
T3m-|-n-{-r+s-f-  &Co 

l^.  2^  3^  4^  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
I  (hall  fay  nothing,  but  leave  the  mathematical  and   divine  caL 
culating  reader  con  la  bocca  dolce. 

{h)  See  lately  publifhed,  "  The  Jurifdiftion  of  the  Lords' 
Houfe,  or  Parliament,  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale,"  and  an  intro- 
du(3:ory  preface'  by  F.  Hargrave,  Efq.  the  Editor.  1796. 
Mro  Hargiave  is  univerfally  acknowledged  as  one  of  the 
founded,  and  moft  learned  lawyers  in  the  kingdom.  But  when 
he  vfill  ^cj)  out  of  his  ivay,  and  turn  rhetorician,  and  fancy 
that  he  is  writing  like  Cicero  de  Oratore,  there  is  fome  differ- 
ence between  the  Roman  and  the  Englifli  advocate.  Mr.  H. 
m  his  preface,  thus  writes  concerning  the  Rt.  Hon.  Charles 
Yorke,  the  fhort- lived  and  lamented  Chancellor.  "He  nvas  a 
modern  conjlellation  of  EngliJJo  jurif prudence,  ivhofe  digrejfions  from 
the  e>:uberance  of  the  beji  juridical  knoivledge,  luere  illuminations  ; 
tvhofe  energies  ivere  oracles ;  ivhofe  conflancy  of  mind  nvas  won  into 
ihe  pinnacle  of  our  EngliJIi  forum  at  an  '  inaufpicious  moment ;  ivhofe 
exquijitenefs  of  fen f  hility,  at  almnfl   the  next  moment  from  the.  impref 

fion, 


Turn  energies  to  oracles  of  ftate. 

And  by  digrejfing^  beft  illuminate  ; 

Better  be  White,  though  dubious  fc)  of  my  fame. 

Or  wifely  fink  my  own  in  (dj  Homer's  name ; 

Better 

fions  of  hnputed  error,  Jlonned  the  fort  of  even  his  highly-cultivated 
rcafon,  and  fo  made  elevation  and  extlnSllon  contemporaneous  ;  and 
"johofe  prematurenefs  of  fate — has  caufed  an  almojl  tnfuppUable  Interfllcg 
in  thefclence  of  Engll/Jj  equity.'"  Pref.  p.  i8i.  I  really  think  Mr. 
Hargrave  has  dived  through  all  the  celebrated  ten  fountains  of  in- 
vention, from  which  "  f  he  has  taken  in  water  for  an  happy  voyage  over 
the  procellofe  ocean  of  his  fumral  parentation"  of  Charles  Yo.rke 
— I  pretend  not  to  comprehend  this  pafTage  in  all  its  fublimityj 
but  upon  one  principle,  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  grand, 
though  fecret  defign  of  Mr.  Hargrji^ve,  to  leave  upon  record  to  hi» 
brethren  :     It   is    this :     "  That   a   lawyeil.,    who     irtiiTEs    so 

CLEARLY    as      TO    BE    UNDERSTOOD^      IS    AJi   AFOnrED    ENEMY-    TQ    HIS 
PROFESSION." 

(c)  See  the  learned  and  very  ingenious  (but  rather  declaraa- 
tosy)  Sermons  by  Profeffor  White  of  Oxford  at  the  Bampton 
Lefture.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  it  feems,  **  Garth. 
"  did  not  write  his  o<wn  Difpenfary." — I  always  thought  the 
charge  ridiculous ;  yet  learned  men  would  "  write  about  it  and 
about  it."  Any  thing  will  ferve  for  a  controverfy.  Enquire  of 
Meffrs  Ireland,  Malone,  and  Chalmers,  at  the  Shakefpeare  Ma  . 
nufaSory  in  Norfolk-ftreet,  in  the  Strand. 

fdj  The  Rev.   Dr.    Parr  will  beft    explain  this  verfe.       See 
his  fubllme  Apoilrophe,  "  Spirit  of  Henry  Homer  !  &c.  Sec.  &c.'* 

Letter 

f  Hift.  of  Friar  Gerund.  Vol,  2.  p.  265. 


-        (     3^8     ) 

Better  to  difappoint  the  publick  hope^ 
Like  Warton  driveling  (e)  on  the  page  of  Pope  -^  (JJ. 

While 

Letter  to  Dn  Coombe,  by  an  occafional  "Writer  in  the  Britife, 
Crjtick. 

(e)  The  Bookfelkrs  may  fay  In  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  words : 
*"  What  fools  were  we,  to  mingle  fueh  i^riveUng  fpeeches  among 
«  (Warburton's)  noble  thoughts!    (Sir  P.  S's  Arcadia.") 

Pan  etiam -<^r^fl^/a  dicat  fe  judice  viftum. 

(f)  See  the  new  edition  of  Pope's  Works  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Joseph  Warton,  late  Ifead-mafter  of  Winchefter  School. 
The  mildefl  words  I  can  ufe  are,  "  Tantamne  rem  tarn  negllgen- 
"  ter  ?"  I  praifed  (and  liberally  enough  as  fome  people  thought) 
Dr.  Jofeph  Warton's  Common  Place  Book  on  Pope,  in, 
the  Firft  Dial,  of  the  P.  of  L.  and  I  ftill  think  it  very  en- 
tertaining. But  when  a  learned  man  appeai-s  as  the  pvofeffed 
Editor  of  the  moil  diilinguifhed  and  the  moll  intcrefting 
Poet  of  the  nation,  and  when  the  publick  have  been  taught: 
to  expedl  the  v.'crk  as  of  great  promife,  we  require  fome- 
thing  more  iLan  mere  copying  his  oivn  old  common  place  remarks^ 
from  one  book,  to  put  them  in  the  form  of  notes  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  pages  of  another.  It  is  mere  book-making,  be- 
neath the  charadler  of  fuch  a  gentleman  as  Doftor  Warton. 
it  is  to  fteal_/r<?CT  one's  cKmfelf.  Yet  the  town  is  patient :  "  Mar- 
*»  cus  dixit,  ita  eft."  But  I  will  not  fay  fo.  When  the  illus- 
trious friend  of  Pope,  William  Warburton,  (fubllme  even 
in  big  exorbitances,  and  dignified  in  fagacity  and  erudition,) 
coiidefcendcd  to  become  an  Editor,  I  fhould  have  preferred 
repripting  his  edition  as  it  flood.  The  ingenious  Winchefter 
Schocl-mafter    might    with    propriety    enough    liave    qorrcfted 

'  the 


(     329    ) 
While  o'er  the  ground  that  Warburton  once  trod. 
The  Winton  Pedant  ihakes  his  little  rod, 
jCont^nt  bis  own  flale  fcraps  to  (teal  or  glean, 
Halh'd  up  and  feafon'd  with  ap  old  man's  fpleen ; 
Nor  e'en  the  Bard's  deformity  can  'fcape, 
i"  His  pidur'd  perfon  and  his  libell'd  (g)  fliape  ;" 

Ah, 

t^e  prefis,  and  added  lonie  little  anecdotes  and  excerpta  from 
his  claflicks.  What  was  beneath  Warburton  n\lght  fuit  Dr. 
Jofeph  Warton.  I  am  indeed  afhamed  of  this  edition  upon 
ifee  whole.  If  Dr.  W.  had  neither  time,  nor  fpirits,  nor  in- 
duftry,  nor  leifure,  nor  inclination,  he  fhould  not  have  under- 
taken a  work  fo  important  to  the  world.  But  as  there  Is  no 
other  new  edition  to  be  had  of  an  elegant  form,  type  and  paper, 
(and  this  is  very  pretty)  many  perfons  will  defire  to  have  it, 
and  I  am  fare  I  will  not  refufe  it  a  place  in  my  library.  Per- 
haps, I  have  faid  more  than  is  neceffary  ;  but  there  will  be 
perfons  enough  to  praife  the  Doftor's  gleanings  yro???  himjelf' 
Bjit  I  ftiall  fay  more,  at  the  end  of  the  next  note. 

(^)  Poets  are  often  prophets.  Pope  little  thought  that, 
fifty  years  after  his  death,  an  ingenious  Schoolraafter  and  for- 
merly a  writer  of  little  Odes  to  Fancy,  evening  owls  upon 
a  tree,  apoftrcphes  to  the  twilight  and  fuch  nonfenfe,  would 
■aftually  revive  fome  "  imputed  traJJj,"  (perhaps)  not  his  own, 
qnd  aftually  give  to  the  malignant  curiofity  of  fome  folks, 
*•  His  libelled  perfon  and  his  pifturcd  Ihape,"  (ProL  to 
pope's  Satires,  v.  353.)  It  isftrange  that  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Mr^ 
Pope  {hould  have  the  fame  fate.      The  figure  «f  Mr.  G.   has 

bees 


• 


(     33°    ) 
Ah,  better  to  uolearn'd  oblivion  hurl'd, 


Th 


en 


been  prefented  to  the  world  and  to  po^kentj  hy  his  friend  L.ovd 
Sheffield  (See  Mr.  G's  Pofthumous  MifceUanies,  410  Vol.  i.) 
and  Mr.  Pope's,  contemptible  appearance  by  the  klndnefs  of  his 
editor.  ,  ,    . 

I  have  many  and  great  objeftions  to  this  edition  ;  but  I 
Ihall  only  ftate  a  few.  An  edition  of  Pope  is  a  "fair  and 
3  very  proper  fubjefl  of  criticlfm.  I  think  the  title  page 
contemptuous  :  '•  With  notes  and  illuftrations  by  J.  War- 
ton,  D.  D.  and  others."  To  include  William  Warburton, 
under  the  title  of  others,  required  an  affurance  equal  at  leafl;  to 
the  trifling  dilettante  fpirit  of  fuch  a  commentator  as  Dr.  Warton. 
In  this  inftaoce,  as  he  fays  of  the  great  Samuel  Johnfon, 
"  temuknlus  videtur."  I  have  no  perfonal  partiality  for 
Warburton  ;  he  was  long  before  my  time  ;  nor  have  I  the 
honour  (fuch  I  fhould  indeed  efteem  it)  of  an  acquaint- 
ance with  Bifhop  Hurd,  his  venerable  friend  and  com- 
peer. But  I  was  born  to  admire  erudition  and  genius,  and  to 
■vindicate  them  when  they  are  infulted.  Dr.  W's  life  of  Pope 
is  not  well  written  as  to  the  matter  or  the  manner.  The  ftyle 
is  defective  and  often  vulgar,  I  fhall  inftance  a  paffage  or  two. 
The  perpetual  vulgarifm  of  the  term  "  our  author." — *'  Dennis 
purfued  our  author  in  bitter  invedlives,  againft  every  work  he 
gradually  publifhed."  p.  18.  "  After  arriving  at  eminence 
By  Jo  many  capital  compofitions,  our  author,"  &c.  &c. — p.  24, 
"  Which,  as  an  uncommon  curiofity,  one  would  have  been 
"  glad  to  have  beheld."  -p.  ii.  "  Dr.  Warburton's  defence  of 
the  ElTay  on  Man  ultimately  got  him  a  wife  and  a  bifhoprick.'-' 
p.  45.  "  Into  what  a  rnafs  has  he  raifed  and  expanded  fo  flight 
a  hint!"  p.  21.  Dr.  W.  is  fond  of  "  delicious  lines,  and  de- 
licious paffages,    &c.     I  cannot  fpecify  more  of  them  in  this  note. 


X     33'     ) 
Then  give  to  Perry  (A)  what  I  owe  the  world  5 


And 


Jie  commends  Voltaire  too  often  and  too  much.  He  is  alfo 
perpetually  praifing  the  German  Profeflbr  Heyne,  who  has 
hifuhed  our  Englifli  univerfities  and  publick  fchools  in  his 
^vritings.  Yet  ive  have  republifhed  bis  Virgil  and  all  his  pon- 
derous differtatlons.  ProfefTor  Heyne  was  originally  a  me- 
chanick  :  he  was  not  born  with  tafte,  and  he  never  acquired 
eleganceo  His  learning  is  without  difcernment.  More  embodied 
dulnefs  or  a  heavier  mafs  of  matter  than  his  Virgil  I  never  faw. 
The  flirine  of  the  Poet  is  indeed  loaded  with  offerings,  but  It 
Is  Illuminated  with  rays  from  Gotttngen.—l  muft  obferve  fur- 
ther. 

It  was  very  bold  and  very  indecent  in  the  Reverend  Dr.  War- 
ton,  to  publilh  Pope's  Imitation  of  the  Second  Satire  of  the 
firft  Book  of  Horace.  Pope  never  f  printed  It  In  his  works  him- 
felf ;  Dr.  Warburton  refufed  to  admit  It  :  no  common  edi- 
tion whatfoever  of  Pope  has  admitted  It.  It  Is  printed  only 
in  a  vulgar  appendix  in  two  volumes.  But  If  Mr.  Pope  had 
actually  defcribed  every  nymph  In  the  feraglio  of  the  pious  Need- 
ham,  inuft  the  Rev.  Dr.  Warton  publifli  fuch  a  poem,  merely 
lecaufe  Mr,  Pope  had  ivritten  it  ? — This  flxth  volume  of  Dr. 
Warton's  Edition  ihould  be  reprinted  and  this  fcandalous 
poem,  and  feme  other  parts  of  it,  omitted.  With  the  Com- 
mentators §  on  Shakfpeare,  Pope,  &c.  of  modern  days,  there  Is 
no  fuch    thing  as  an  invocation    to  '^  Intermiffa    Venus  ;     for 

the 


f  Dr.  W.  indeed  fays,  vol.  i.  Life  p.  ^6.  "  'Pope  filtered hb 
**  friend  Dodiley  to  print  It  as  his  writing  In  one  edition  i2mo." 
I  never  faw  It,  but  can  believe  the  Dodlor.  Pope  wa?  un- 
doubtedly aOiamed  of  it. 

(S  See  The  P.  of  L.  DlaL  r. 


.     (     332     ) 
.And  idly  bufy,  iii  my  choice  perplex 


Thrcv* 


Ttbe    Qoddefs   has   adually  deferted  her   beloved  Cyprus,    <«  /« 

i>eif  TOT  A  ruens.      (See  Horace  for  the  reft.) 

^*  Te,  Venus  Regina,  p'lo  vocantum 
*'  Thure  Wartoni  et  Stephani  decoras 
Transfer  in  aedes." 

I  have  indeed  no  doubt  the  poem  is  by  Pope.  As  to  mere  wit  and 
point  hi  the  imitation,  it  is  perhaps  the  bel-t.  But  what  then  ? 
Mr.  Pope's  works  are  diilinguifhed  for  peculiar  correUnefs  in  tafte 
and  morals ;  and  are  intended  for  the  mqfl  general  and  the  mojl 
unqualified  perufal.  Dr.  V/.  might  as  well  have  printed  Mr.  E's 
Geraniutn  in  his  comments,  or  any  other  light  and  vigorous  fally 
of  a  very  young  man,  forgiven  as  fuch  and  forgotten,  as  the  fol- 
lowing llnesj  if  the  reader  will  believe  they  are  printed  in  Pope's 
WonKs  ; 

*'  Or  when  a  tight  neat  girl  will  ferve  the  turn, 

"  In  errant  pride  continue     *     *     *     ? 

"  I'm  a  plain  man,  whofe  maxim  is  profeft, 

*'  The  thing  at  hand  Is  of  all  things  the  beft.''* 

Vol.  6.  p.  51. — fee  alfo  p.  49.  worfe  fliil. 
I,  though  an  anonymous  layman,  refufe  to  print  the  pafTage  ;/|» 
full,  which  the  Reverend  Doftor  Warton  has  printed  and  fantSion,-. 
fid  ^iviib  his  navie  as  Editor  of  Papers  Worhs.' 

■Nobis  noil  licet  efFe  tarn  dfertls^ 
Qui  mufas  colimus  feveriores. 

If  Mr.  Pope  had  often  written  thus,  his  works  muft  have  beef* 
configned  to  the  library  of  a  brothel.  This  edition  of  Pope's 
works  will  be  fent  into  every  part  of  the  civilized  world.  This 
^viii  tje  fo ;    and  can  it  be  faid,    that  I  fpeak  without  reafon  I 

Surelv 


(     333     ) 
Throw  years  of  labour  on  a  fmgle  text, 

(Alike 

Surely  1  am  not  pleading-  for  publick  decency  in  vain.  The 
Doftor  at  leail  fhould  have  dedicated  this  fixth  volume  to 
the  Ladies — of  the  Commons.  To  ivhat  ether  ladies  could  I  prc- 
fcnt  this  volume  ?  Yes  fo  it  is.  "  Dodors  rufh  in,  where  laymen 
fear  to  tread."  But  becaufe  Pope  called  this,  "  Sober  qdvice 
from  Horace,"  the  Do6lor  thouglit  there  could  be  no  harm  in 
it.  Dr.  W.  obferves,  "  that  thefrjlflep  in  the  I'llerary,  as  well  as 
*'  in  the  poV/ikal  v»'orld  is  of  the  utmaft  confequence.  Sec."  Pope's 
Life,  p.  14.  I  would  remind  the  Dodlor  of  tht  lafl  Jlep  in  both 
thefe  worlds,  which  he  feems  to  have  forgotten.  I  was  furprifed 
to  read  thefe  words  in  vol.  4.  p,  333.  on  the  compliment  Virgil 
paid  to  Cato.  "  A  much  honejler  paiTage  (fays  Dr.  Warton)  is 
**  that  in  which  Virgil  had  the  courage  to  reprefent  his  hero 
*'  affifting  the  Etrufcans  in  punJ/Jjing  \  their  tyrannical  king,  in 
«  the  8th  book  of  the  /Eneid  v.  494." 

Ergo  omnis  furiis  furrexit  Y.T%.v%.\KJufl]sy 
Regem  ad  supplicium  prasfenti  marte  reposcunt.'* 
Dr.  W.  knows  that  Julius  Csefar  was  not  Mezentius.  I  am 
fare  the  Doftor  cannot  approve  and  recommend  this  paffage, 
which  has  been  in  the  mouth  of  every  modern  Regicide  from 
the  murderers  of  Charles  I.  to  the  murderers  of  Louis  XVL 
But  why  perpetually  call  out  thefe  paffages  to  publick  notice  : 
why  dwell  upon  the  "  morgue  et  grandeur  des  Sowueralns" 
^<  the  authorifed  type  of  a  Lion,"  &c.  &c.  (v.  i.  p.  33.)  Ipa 
times  like  thefe  ?  We  all  love  liberty  as  well  as  Dr.  W.  but 
a  wife  and   good  man   difcerns  the  figns  of  the  times.     Thefe 

are 

f   Pun'tfnng  is  the  modern  deraocratical  word  for  murdering. 


C  334    ) 
(Alike  to  me,  encaf'd  in  Grecian  bronze 


3 

Koran 


are  the  Under-murmurlngs  of  a  fpurious,  bailard,  half  republica- 
nifm.  I  h'ke  them  not.  I  write  with  much  indignation 
againft  fuch  an  edition  of  fuch  a  poet.  Does  any  Hufband, 
or  Father,  think  of  cautioning  his  wife,  his  daughter,  orhisfon, 
againft  any  part  whatfoever  of  Pope's  works  ?  If  this  edition  be- 
comes general,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  do  fo.  I  have  no  perfonal 
diflike  to  Dr.  Warton  :  my  bufmefs  with  him  is  folely,  as  Editor 
of  Pope.  Nothing  can  juftify  him.  Am  I  to  fpare  publick  cri-' 
ticifm,  becaufe  of  Dr.  Warton's  age,  (is  it  in  the  title  page  ?) 
or  the  variety  and  extent  of  his  learning  ?  Surely  not.  They  are 
both  ftrong  againft  the  deed.  Pope  was  in  his  hands  in  double 
truft.  Firft,  as  he  is  the  moft  moral  and  correft  poet  of  the  na- 
tion, V  the  confiftence  of  his  fame  and  charafter  fhould  have  been 
preferved,  even  by  the  partiality  of  an  editor.  Secondly,  Dr. 
W.  ftood  bound  to  his  country,  from  his  faered  profeffion,  not  to 
contaminate  the  rifing  youth  of  either  fcx,  by  fuch  filthinefs  and 
rank  obfcenity  as  would  difgrace  the  vileft  magazine.  By  this  he 
has  committed  a  great  offence  againft  the  publick,  which  he  can- 
not repair.  I  am  fare  I  have  fpoken  nothing  of  Dr.  W's  private 
chai-a<5ler.  But  his  edition  is  open  to  me,  and  to  the  whole  world. 
It  challenges  my  notice :  and  executed  as  it  is,  it  demands  the 
very  fpirit  of  Satire.  "  Enfe  velut  JlnHo  LuciVius  ardens  infrennih.'' 
The  very  indecent  chapter  of  "  The  Double  Miftrefs,"  in  this 
fcandalous  Sixth  Volume,  ftiould  have  been  omitted,  in  the  Memoirs 
of  Scriblerus.  (Vol.  6.  p.  150,)  In  the  Second  Volume  there  are 
a  few  trumpery,  vulgar,  copies  of  verfes,  which  difgrace 
the  pages.  I  am  alhamed  of  the  low  tafte  which  could  fuf~ 
fer  themb -to -appear  before    the  publick.       i  again    and    again, 

difclaim 


(     335     ) 
Koran  or  Vulgate,  Veda,  Prieft,  or  Bonze  J 


And 


difclaim  any  pcrfonal  harfhnefs  or  feverity  on  the  character  of 
Doftor  Warton,  with  whom  I  am  not  even  acquainted.  All 
I  call  for  loudly,  is  that  ikis  Jixth  'volume  (hould  fuffer  what 
every  catalogue  yearly  informs  me,  poor  HoUingfhead  once 
fuffered.  I  never  before  heard  that  tendernefs  was  due  to  an 
edition  of  any  work.  But,  in  thefe  days,  if  an  idea  or  opi- 
nion is  but  abfurd,  it  will  be  confidered  as  deep  and  faga- 
cious. 

I  {hall  not  make  any  further  remarks  on  Dr.  W.'s  crlti- 
cifms  on  Pope  at  prefent,  they  are  often  very  juft,  curious,  and 
gratifying,  but  chiefly  taken  from  his  old  Eflay.  I  cannot  now 
proceed.  Nos  genera  deguftaraus,  non  bibliotheea^  difcutimus  f . 
But  as  to  the  conclufion  of  one,  of  Dr.  Warton's  notes  on 
the  Prologue  to  the  Satires,  I  can  well  conceive  it  to  be  his 
own  cafe,  and  I  can  believe  it  may  be  applied  with  feeling. 
Doftor  Warton  fays,  "  IVe  read  (or  he  will  read)  with  more 
iatisfadlion,  the 

AiJ''  0   TTcii';   TT^oi  koXttov   iv^Mveio   nirivw 

"  than  we  do  (or  than  the  Dodlor  will  hereafter  do) 
"  Tg<5  f^'iv  og^i^xr  *«v,  TO  AE  TETPATON  Ikito  TiKf^w^ 
"  Atyaq.  jctA."  Vol.  4.  pag.  ^^J"  Which  laft  is  the  motto  to 
this  Fourth  and  laft  Dialogue  of  the  P.  of  L.  I  can  indeed  ea- 
fily  conceive,  that  after  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton  has  read  thefe  re- 
mar  hs^  he  WiW  JJorlnk  back  like  the  child  in  YLomtr,  from  the  grey- 

goofe 

f  Qnint.  Lib,  10.  C.  i. 


■     (    S3^    ) 
And  lend  to  truth  itfelf  unhailow'd  aid. 
In  all  the  rafhnefs  of  a  fcholar*s  trade. 
And  fall  Kke  (/)  Porson. 

O  C  T  A  V  i  U  S. 

You  may  fpare  your  pains, 
He  gives  Ho  ear  to  any  modern  Itrains^ 

Save 

gooje  plume  nodding  §  on  the  head  of  the  writer  of  this  note,  and 
prefer  luxury  and  repofe  on  the  deep  bofoms  of  his  toell-zoned 
nurfeSi  the  London  Bookfellers.  To  them  and  to  their  csn/ohti- 
sins%l  leave  him. 

{h)  Perryt  put  fynonimoufly  for  the  printer  of  any  fa^Hous 
newfpaper. 

(i)  See  Mr*  Profeffor  Porfon's  Letter  to  Archdeacon  Tra- 
vis, of  which  the  world  has  now  heard  qmts  enough.  Mr.  Profeffor 
Porfon,  you  may  begin  again,  but  pray  don't  write  in  Mr.  Perry's 
little  ditnocratick  clojet  fitted  up  for  the  wits,  at  the  Morning 
Chronicle  office.     It  is  beneath  you  ;  I  fpeak  ferioully.     I  know 

your 


I    Asfvcv  «5t'  ««g0T«T/)5  ;togy^of  nvovT«^  v<if,<Tciz. 

U.  6.  470, 
X  AngllQs  /"joo. 


(     Z27     ) 
Save  thofe,  by  Oberea  {k)  fondly  fung, 
What  time  Opano  (/)  trembled  on  her  tongue. 

AUTHOR. 

Cenfure  or  praife  let  others  feek  or  fear  : 
Look  at  ?ny  verfe,  the  fuperfcription  there, 
The  caufe  that  I  defend  :  'tis  your's,  'tis  mine. 
The  ftatefman's,  and  the  peafant's.     In  my  line. 
All  find  in  me  a  patron  and  a  friend, 
Unfeen,  unknown,  undiaken  to  the  end. 

Y  Yes, 

your  abilities. — It  may  do  well  enough  for  Mr.  Jofeph  Richard- 
fon,  that  fair  Fugitive  and  Highland  Bajd,  if  a  certain  political 
Dramatifl's  compotations  'will  leave  him  any  abilities  at  all,  which 
I  begin  to  doubt.  What  is  genius,  without  a  regulated  life  ! 
Young  men  about  toiun  (to  ufe  that  deteftable  phrafe,)  will  at  lajl 
allow  it,  if  they  look  at  all  the  tattered,  finworn  fragments  of 
their  fpecies,  whom  they  meet  in  their  walks. 

ijk)  See  "  An  Epiftle  from  Oberea,  Queen  of  Otaheite,  to 
"  Jofeph  Banks,  Efq."  (now  Sir  Jofeph  Banks)  Mr.  Porfon's 
favourite  modern  poem,  which  he  can  fay,  or  rather  fing  to  his 
friends.  It  is  very  ingenious,  but  rather  too  free  ;  the  verfi- 
fication  is  exquifite.  I  believe  it  is  the  only  piece  of  modern 
Englijh  verfe  Mr.  P.  will  read. 


(    338    ) 
Yes,  from  the  depths  of  PIndus  fliall  my  rhymes. 
Through  this  mif-order'd  world,  thefe  lawlefs  times. 
Be  heard  in  Albion  and  her  inmoft  ftate  ; 
All  that  the  good  revere  and  bad  men  hate. 
In  fpirit  and  in  fubftance,  as  of  old. 
The  Mufe  in  her  AJheJios  (w)  fhall  enfold. 

This  is  my  Method. — Though  I  fometlmes  ftray 
From  Euclid's  rigid  rules  to  fancy's  way. 

Yet 

(/)  Opano  or  Tahano  was  the  rrtanner  in  which  the  name  of 
-Banks  was  pronounced  at  Otahelte.  But  in  this  learned  lan- 
guage, as  Mr.  Zachary  Fungus  fays  to  his  brother  Ifaac  in  the 
Commiffary,  *'  Pftiaw  !  you  blockhead,  I  tell  you  the  name 
*'  does  not  Jigntfy  nothing." 

(m)  I  know  not  whether  I  need  mention  it,  but  it  was  an 
ancient  Roman  cuftom  to  wrap  dead  bodies,  before  they  were 
placed  on  the  funeral  pile,  in  a  cloth  made  from  a  ftone  called 
AmiantuSf  or  Linum  •vivum,  by  fome  called  the  AJbeJlos.,  on  which 
fire  had  no  power.  (See  D'Aubenton,  ^  Tableau  Methodique 
des  Mineraux.  p.  lo.  Edit.  Par.  8vo.  1784.)  N.  B.  Mr.  D'Au- 
benton, a  gentleman  of  amiable  charafter  and  of  great  accuracy 
of  mind,  is  kow  (1797)  relideut  in  Pan's,  advanced  in  years, 
and  by  quietly  yielding  to  every  revolutionary  torrent  in  the  re- 
publick,  has  efcaped  the  general  exterminating  maffacre  of  the 
aftive  Citizen  Literati  in  the  hall  of  French  Jiiji'ice.  "  His  armis 
ilia  quoque  tutus  in  au/a." 


C     339    ) 
Yet  have  I  muPd  on  Granta*s  willowy  ftrand> 
The  fage  of  Alexandria  (ji)  in  my  hand, 
And  markM  his  fymbols  deep  ;  while  o*er  my  ear 
Truth  poiir'd  her  drain  in  harmony  fevere. 
I  fought  the  Stagirite  ;  and  could  divide 
(No  Scotchman  near,  no  Gillies  by  my  lide) 
His  fober  fenfe  from  pride  of  intelle»S, 
What  Locke  confirm'd,  or  warn'd  me  to  reje£t. 
Thence  foaring  on  the  balanc'd  wings  of  thought, 
(•As  Kepler  hinted,  but  as  Newton  taught) 
My  mind  in  calm  afcenfion  to  the  height 
Of  the  world's  temple,  through  th*  abyfs  of  light. 
Mid  wand'ring  fires  and  every  ftarr'd  abode, 
Explored  the  M'orks  and  wonders  of  the  God, 
Who  fix'd'the  laws  of  order,  time  and  place. 
In  his  own  great  fenforium^  {o)  boundlefs  fpac€. 
The  Chemifl's  magick  flame,  the  curious  fport 
Amber  firfl  gave,  v;ould  oft  my  fancy  court, 

Y  2  Led 

(n)  Euclid. 

(o)  "  Deus,  in  fpatio  irtfinito,  tanquam  in  fenfoiio  fuo ,  res  mti- 
me  cernit  &c.  &c,"  Newton  Princip.  Schol.  General,  fub 
fin. 


(     340     ) 

^  Led  through  creation's  confecrated  range, 
Each  flower,  and  plant,  and  ftem,  with  every  change 
Of  vegetative  life,  in  order  brought, 
I  magnified  Linnaeus  (/>)  as  I  thought ; 
But  fpurn'd  unfeeling  fcience,  cruel  tales 
Of  Virgin  {q)  rabbets,  and  of  headlefs  (r)  fnails. 

And 


(/)  But  not  in  the  fplrit  of  that  filly  man,  who  infcriBed  thefe 
words  under  the  print  of  Linnseus  :  "  Dcus  creavit,  Linnans 
*'  difpofuit." — There  is  more  folly  in  the  infcription,  than  any 
intention  of  impiety  ;  it  is  the  mere  rage  of  antithefis  without 
refleilion.  But  in  this  botanifing  age,  it  fhould  not  pafs  without 
ohfervation  to  all  naturalifts.'-' 

{q)  Virgin  Rabbets. — I  allude  in  general'  to  all  needlefs,  and 
cruel  experiments  upon  animals.  All  that  breathe,  and  feel,  and 
enjoy  the  gift  of  life  from  their  Creator  are  entitled  to  protec- 
tion from  man,  under  thofe  limits  and  degrees  which  an  honell 
and  upi'ight  mind  knows  without  being  told.  But  in  this  place 
I  particularly  allude  to  an  anecdote  related  ta  me  by  a  friend^  of  a 
Paper  read  at  the  Royal  Society  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  wiiit;?r, 
(1797.)  on  the  fubjeft  of  generation.  The  animal,  cbofen  for 
thefe  favage  experiments  by  the  mercilefs  Dodlor,  was  the  Rab- 
bet. Decency  and  humanity  alike  forbid  the  expofure  of  the 
procefs,  and  the  mutilaiion  of  the  parts  of  generation,  before 
and  after  the  animal  was  impregnated,  and  I  think,  in  one  or 
two  of  them,  befoi-e  the  coitus.  Surely  to  fit  calmly  and  to 
watch    with    an    impure,    inhuman,    and    unhallowed    curiofity 

the 


(     341     ) 
And  through  the  realms  of  Nature  as  I  trod, 

Bow'd 

the  progi-efs  of  the  defnes,  and  the  extinftion  of  the  natural  paf- 
fions  in  devoted  animals  after  fuch  mutilations  and  experiments, 
is  a  praftice  ufclefs,  wicked,  foollfh,  degrading,  and  barbarous. 
There  is  no  juftification  to  be  offered.  The  myftery  itfelf  is  not 
to  be  difclofed  to  man.  But  we  will  know  every  thing  ;  I  wifli 
we  would  recolleft  that  we  muft  account  for  our  knowledge. 
When  an  experiment,  for  any  purpofe  ufeful  to  millions  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  has  been  once  made  upon  an  animal,  it  (ho-ald 
hejina/ly  recorded  by  men  of  fclence  and  veracity,  as  authentick 
and  fatisfaftory,  not  to  be  repeated.  Sometimes,  as  I  ivas  toldy 
the  idea  of  the  cruelty  exercifed  upon  thefe  animals  was  for  a 
moment  loll  in  the  ridiculous  terms,  which  were  perpetually 
repeated  in  thefe  papers,  which  occupied  three  or  four  fittings  of 
the  R.  S.  My  friend  told  me  y  that  he  aftually  thought  that  Sir 
Charles  Blagden,  Knight  and  Secretary  to  the  R.  S. 
had  been  provided  with  fpecimens,  and  that  he  expected  to  fee 
P'irg'm  Rabbets,  married  Rabbets,  and  matron  Rabbets  produced 
from  a  baflcet  on  the  table  to  lick,  as  in  fcorn  and  contempt, 
the  very  mace  of  a  Society  who  night  after  night  could  fit  and 
hear  fuch  a  cruel  farrago  without  indignation,  but  with  half- 
fmiles  and  limpers  at  the  virginity  of  thefe  unprotected,  devot- 
ed, miferable  animals.  When  Papers  are  publickly  offenfive, 
they  fliould  be  publickly  reprobated,  and  not  fuffersd  to  be 
produced  before  the  Royal  Society  upon  a  pretence  of  promoting 
natural  knowledge.  Why  has  the  Society  a  Council  ? 
The  Council  (hould  be  a  literary  and  philofophical  Grand 
Jury.  If  it  is  not  fo,  it  is  of  no  ufe  whatfoever,  but  to  gratify 
the  filly  vanity  of  dilettanti  noblemen  and  bufy  Romijh  Baronets. 
J  fiiould    tliink  Mr.  Plant  a,    the  very  learned,  accurate,    and 

well 


,     (    342    ; 

BowM  at  the  throne^  and  faw  fs)  the  pow'r,  of  God. 
In  motals,  in  religion,  in  the  ftate. 
In  fcience,  without  order^  al-l  I  hate, 

O  C  T  A  V  I  U  S. 

Speak  then,  the  hour  demands :  Is  Learning  fled? 
Spent  all  her  vigourj  all  her  fpirit  dead  l 

Have 

well  informed  Secretary  to  the  R.  S.  would  bc/of  my  opinion. 
To  make  fuch  experiments  as  thefe,  is  to  offer  an  infult  to  the 
Sacrarlum  of  the  Moft  High,  For  my  own  part,  I  would  extend 
the  famous  fpcech  of  the  Barons  in  the  age  of  Henry  the  Third. 
I  would  thunder  in  the  ears  of  the  Prefident  and  of  the  whole 
Royal  Society,  as  a  body,  "  Nolumus  Leges  Natur-'e  mutar'i  /" 

(r)  Here  is  another  favage  in  fiance  to  no  end  or  purpof^ 
whatfoever,  but  mere  cruel  fport  of  curiofity.  The  Abbe 
Spalanzani  aflerts  that  fnails  re-produce  their  beads  after  the  am- 
putation of  the  original  capita.  And  he  made  experiments 
numerous  beyond  belief.  But  in  the  Academic  des  Sciences 
1778,  the  reader  will  find  Mr.  Cotte  differs  from  the  humane 
Abbe,  and  fays,  *'  that  out  of  thoufands  of  fnails  who  have 
fuffered,  the  operation,  there  have  not  been  d^ovejive  or  fix  of  theWj 
which  have,  as  it  is  pretended,  reproduced  their  heads,''' 

(s)   NiHfAivec  ^oiiogciroii. 
St.  Paul, 


.(     343     ) 
Have  Gallick  arms  and  unrelenting  war 
Borne  all  her  trophies  from  Britannia  far  ? 
Shall  nought  but  ghofts  and  trinkets  be  difplay'd, 
Since  Walpole  ft  J  ply'd  the  virtuofo's  trade. 
Bade  fober  truth  revers'd  for  fidion  pafs. 
And  mus'd  o'er  Gothick  toys  through  Gothick  glafs? 
Since  flates,  and  words,  and  volumes,  all  are  new. 
Armies  h2i\tJke!efons,  fvj  and  fermons  fivj  too  ; 
So  teach  our  Doctors  warlike  or  divine, 
Simeon  by  Cam,  or  Wyndham  on  the  Rhine. 

Or 

CtJ  The  late  Ingenious  Earl  of  Orford,  Horace  Walpole. 
The  fpirit  of  enquiry  which  he  introduced  was  rather  frivolous, 
though  pleafing,  and  his  Otranto  Ghofts  have  propagated  their 
fpecics  with  unequalled  fecundity.  The  fpawn  is  in  every  no- 
vel {hop. 

(vj  The  language  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  fliould 
have  been  in  other  terms.  "  Sunt  lacrymas  rerum,  et  mentem 
mortalia  tangunt."  Sorrow  is  facred,  and  fliould  have  the  lan- 
guage of  confolation  even  from  the  lips  of  a  Statefman. 

fiuj  See  Claude's  Eflay  on  a  Sermon  with  an  Appendix,  con- 
taining one  hundred  Skeletons  of  Sermons,  &c.  By  Charles 
Simeon,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  King's  College  Cambridge.  1796. — 
This  is  as  ludicrous  and  abfurd  in  a  Divine,  as  the  term  is 
offenfive  and  unfeeling  in  Parliament  during  the  miferies  of 
jvar. 


(     344     ) 

Or  has  Invention  flept  ?  the  modern  ftore 
What  Athens  or  Chaldsea  knew  before  ; 
All  that  the  Gallick  fage,  with  ill-ftarr'd  wit. 
Kens  from  his  ancient  (xj  telefcopick  pit  ? 

AUTHOR. 

All  is  not  loft  :  Cy)  ^^^  fpirit  Ihall  revive  : 
Lowth  yet  inltruds,  and  Blayney's  fz)  labours  live; 

With 

(x)  See  the  "  Origine  des  Decouvertes  attribuees  aux  Mo- 
dernes,"  410.  Par  Monfieur  Dutens.  1797.  The  work  is  rather 
entertaining,  but  by  no  means  encouraging,  if  the  Frenchmm  did 
not  generally  fubftltute  conjeSure  for  proof.  He  obferves,  page 
130,  in  his  tenth  chapter,  "  that  the  bottom  of  a  pit,  from  whence 
*'  we  may  fee  the  ftars  at  noon  day,  may  be  imagined  to  be  the 
**  primitive  telefcope."  Mr.  Dutens  may  fit  in  calm  contempla- 
tion at  the  bottom  of  his  ancient  pit,  and  from  that  natural  primi- 
tive telefcope  fee  whatever  befl  pleafes  his  fancy.  For  my  own 
part  I  prefer  the  profpeft  from  a  cliff  with  the  affiftancc  of 
modern  ingenuity,  whether  invented  by  Democritus  or  Dol- 
l6nd. 

(y)  I  have  in  various  parts  of  this  Poem  fpoken  of  thofe 
writers^,  who  have  done  honour  to    Great    Britain,      It  is  not 

indeed 


(     345     ) 
With  all  who  wander  by  the  facred  fount, 
(A  chofen  band  !)  encirling  Sion's  mount. 
Fall  by  the  fanes  and  oracles  of  God, 
And  mark,withKiNGf  jjjwhere  waves  his  awful  rod.. 

The 

indeed  poiTihle  for  me  to  name  all  thofe  who,  even  now,  form 
that  conftcllation  of  ability  and  talents,  which  has  been  or  may- 
jet  be  difplayed  ;  and  which  Plutarch  might  call,  in  language 
fomewhat  lofty,  (1  think  in  his  Tveatife  de  Placitis  Philofo- 
phorum)  the  noAAcJii  ««;  o-yvsp^iy)/  ArTsg&'v  (rvf.(.:ptiiTi^o/^iV&)v  ciXX^Xoi? 
SYNATFAXMON. 

fzj  The  deeply-learned  Tranflator  and  Commentator  on  Je- 
remiah, &c.  Sec.  B.  Blayney,  D.  D.  Reglns  ProfelTor  of  Hebrew 
and  Canon  of  Chrill  Church,  Oxford. 

(a J  As  The  French  Revolut'ion'atid  its  Confequences  mw^  occupy 
and  alarm  the  thoughts  of  every  man  who  refledis,  and  Hands  in 
awe  of  the  mifery  and  defolatlon  which  have  been  brought  upon 
the  earth,  and  of  the  judgments  which  may  be  yet  impending 
over  Europe,  I  think  I  may  be  excufed  by  many  perfons  for 
the  note  which  I  am  now  writing.  But  firfl.  I  recommend  to 
all  thofe  who  either  ignorantly,  or  inconfiderately,  or  im- 
pioufly,  or  prefumptuoufly  deny,  rejedi:,  or  vilify  the  Scrips 
tures,  to  pafs  it  over  entirely.  To  them  it  will  be  foolifli- 
nefs.  They  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  fuch  a  difcuf- 
fion.  But  under  this  reftriftion,  and  under  this  impreffion, 
I  am  inclined  to  extend  the  fubjeft  a  little,  and  would  caU 
the  publick  attention  with  much  earneftnefs  to  fome  few  parts, 
of  a  bock  printed  in  the  beginning  of  the    ye3r  1788  in  410,  in^ 

titka 


(     346     ) 

The  truth  of  evidence,  the  moral  ftrain, 
Nor  HuRD  has  pregehMj  iioi-Paley  taught  in  v^ijn  | 
'  Socinus 

titled  "  Morfels  of  Critlclfm,  tending  Ip  illulirgte  fqipe  few  paf- 
fages  in  the  holy  fcriptures  upon  philofophlcal  principles  and  an 
enlarged  view  of  things :  by  Edward  King,  Esq^  F.  R.  A.  S. 
printed  for  Robfon  and  Robinfon,  in  1788."  The  title  of  it  is 
obje6lionable  on  every  account,  open  to  ignorant  ridicule,  and 
unadvifed  ;  but  had  a  fecond  edition  of  the  work  been  called  for, 
it  might  eafily  have  been  altered.  The  author  of  it  appears  to 
me,  [l^ipea]s-from  his  l^cokj  to  be  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  erudi- 
tion and  ingenuity,  and  of  accurate  biblical  knowledge,  perhaps  a 
little  too  fond  of  theory,  and  fometimes  a  little  whimfical  in  his 
application  of  natural  philofophy  ;  but  never  without  a  ferious  in- 
tention and  a  profound  piety.  He  never  forgets  the  naiure  of  the 
fubjedls  he  is  treating.  He  feems  to  approach  the  facred  writipgs 
with  that  proftration  of  mind,  that  diftruft.  of  his  own  powers,  and 
that  felf-abafement,  which  are  required  of  thofe  who  deiire  to 
look  into  the  hidden  things  of  God.  I  fpeak  of  the  fpirit  by 
which  he  appears  to  me  to  be  conduced,  and  (I  repeat  it) 
I  fpeak  frotn  the  tvorh  alone,  I  fhail  contend  for  no  inter- 
pretations given  by  Mr.  King ;  but  I  propofe  them  to 
publick  confideration.  I  never  obferved  more  caution  and 
more  warinefs  than  in  this  writer.  We  know,  that  it  is 
declared,  that  "  the  book  of  Prophecy  is  fealed  till  the  time 
'•'  of  cotiipletion.''^  But  the  events  of  the  world,  of  the  Chrif- 
tisn  world,  are  fo  awful  and  fo  alarming  as  to  induce  us  to  be- 
lieve, that  they  happen  not  without  the  immediate  providence 
and  decree  of  the  Supreme  Being  againft  the  fuperftition  and 
corruptions  of  man,  and  for  the  fulfilling  of  the  preparation 
for  thofe    times,    when  "  the    Kingdoms   of  this    world    -muft 

{in 


(     347     ) 
Socinus  droops,  and  balBed  Prieftley  flies. 

And 


fin  defiance  of  all  human  policy)  become  the  Kingdoms  of  God 
and  of  his  Chrift  !"  I  will  therefore  offer  to  thinking  perfbns 
fome  paffages  from  this  work,  'writtai  feveral  years  before  the  pr:- 
fent  events  had  taken  place  in  Europe,  or  could  be  conceived  to 
be  pofllble.  I  am  not  fpeaking  in  this  note  of  aiiy  other  parts 
or  interpretations  in  this  <-Morh  of  Mr.  King.  I  am  as  little  dif- 
pofed  to  fuperftition  and  enthiifiafm  as  any  man  living  ;  and 
I  do  not  give  them  as  additions  to  the  idle  prophecies  and 
random  conjeftures  which  have  appeared  in  fiich  numbers. 
I  have  too  much  reverence  for  the  reader  and  for  myfelf  on 
fuch  a  fubjeft.  Mr.  King  offers  them  only  as  his  interpreta- 
tions of  fcripture,  fubmitted  to  a  calm  difculTion.  But  the 
circumftance  which  peculiarly  ftrlkes  me  is  this ;  that  they 
were  written  ivithout  any  fpecifck  reference  to  any  nation  in  Eu- 
rope, but  fimply  and  in  general,  that  such  times  and  suck 
events  might„be  expefted  in  fome  parts  of  the  Chrillian  world. 
The  firft  paffage  I  (hall  prefent,  is  a  part  of  Mr.  King's  expla- 
nation of  the  24th  Chapter  of  St.  Matthew's  gofpel,  principally 
of  the  29th  verfe.j-  In  regard  to  which  he  fays,  *' We  may 
*'  remark,  if  the  words  are  to  be  underftood,  as  fpoken  merely 
"  emblematically,  then  the  images  made  ufe  of  are  fuch  as  ai-e 
"  well  known  to  prediH.  (confiftently  with  their  conftant  ufe 
"  in  many  other  parts  of  prophecy)  a  great  deflrudion  and  ahnojt 
**  annihilation  of  many  of  thofe  iaiuful  powers  ivhich  rule  on  earthy 

**  however 


f   Of  courfe  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  book  itfelf  for  the  tetior 
f)i  the  ivhole  iirmwcitnt. 


(     348     ) 

And  at  the  flrength  of  Horsley  (^)ilirinks,anddiesj 

Nor 

"  however   beneficial  any  of  them  may  be  to  the  earth  ;  and  A 

"    DREADFUL   LESSENING   OF   THE   DIGNITY  AND  SPLENDOUR   OF 
*'    ALL  GREATNESS,    AND    A    SUBVERSION     OF     ALL   GOOD  ORDER 

"  AND  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT.  Than  which  nothing  can  be 
"  expefted  more  formidable.  Dreadful  indeed  mufl:  be  A 
*'  TIME,  (if  fuch  an  one  is  to  come)  \^  hen  men  are  let  loofs 
"  upon  each  otlier,  poffeffed  of  all  their  prefrat  improvements  and 
**  advantages,  but  unrejlrained  either  by  laiv  and  civil  govern- 
'*  meat,  or  by  confcience  and  good  principle ;  fcorning  the  ad- 
^'  monition  and  authority  of  thofe  who  ought  to  maintain 
"  juftice,  and  ajjljled  hy  the  more  rude  and  barbarous  parts  of 
*'  the  world,  whom  they  fhall  find  too  ready  to  encreafe  the 
"  UNIVERSAL  UPROAR."  Page  262 — 3. — At  thc  conclufion 
of  thefe  Remarks  on  the  Revelations,  Ch.  i6.  v.  13  and  14.  he 
fays:  "  Here,  while  we  maintain  due  reverential  fear,  our  inter- 
"  pretation  muft  end.  Nothing  hut  the  events  themfelves,  ivhen 
"  they  come  to  pafs,  can  rightly  explain  the  refl.  And  they  will 
**  ctxXzvc^j fpcak  LOUDLY  ENOUGH  yor  thcmfelves  as  thofe  before 
**  have  done — Only  I  muft  juft  remark,  that  it  feems,  as  if 
"  perfecution  and  the  horrid  influence  oi  fuperflition,  and  of  ig- 
"  norance,  and  of  barbarifm  were  allowed  to  produce  their  dire 
"  effefts,  during  the  firfl  part  of  the  period  of  the  time  defcri- 
'^  bed  under  the  Vials;   and  as  if,  Irreligion,  vanity,  and  a 

''  total  want  of  all  serious  PRINCIPLE,  AND  A  MISAP- 
"    PLICATION     OF     THE     REFINEMENTS    OF    CIVILIZATION,    "juere 

"  to  be  ALLOV/ED  {Q  produce  their  mischief  alfo,  at  the  latter 
'■  end  of  that  period  !"  page  453.  See  alfo,  p.  456  and  57. 
which  I  could  wifti  to  copy,  the  words  are  fo  important,  and 
the    ftyie  fo  dignified.     In    the  conclufion  of  which  Mr.  King 

obfervcs. 


(     349     ) 
Nor  fecond  fland  In  theologick  fame 


Sagacious 


obfcrvcs,  en  the  Jinijlmig  of  the  myjlery  of  God,  "  that  as  there 
"  (hould  be  falfc  Chriils  and  falfe  prophets,  fo  there  fiiould  be 
**  alfo  a  dreadful  fubverfion  of  all  good  government  and  order, 
'i^and  that  men  fiould  be  let  loofe  upon  each  other,  in  defiance  of  all 
"  civil  poiver  and  jufi  rule,  and  of  legal  reftraint."  He  fubjoiiis 
fome  words  too  remarkable  to  be  pafled  over.  "  It  ivill  be  hap- 
*'  py  for  tbofe  ivhojhall  live  fome  years  hence,  if  they  can  prove  me 
"  guilty  of  a  miftake  in  tlm  point.  I  fpeak  and  vi^rite  •with  cau- 
*•  tious  reverence  and  fear ;  acknowledging  that  I  am  liable  to 
"  error,  and  hy  no  means  pretending  to  prophecy  :  but  fliill  appre- 
*'  hending  myfelf  bound  not  to  conceal  the  truth,  where  any 
*'  matter  appears  to  be  revealed  in  Holy  Scripture  ;  and  efpecially 
"  when  the  bringing  an  impending  denunciation  to  light,  (if  it  be  a 
'*  truth)   may  be  an  awful  luarning  and  caution  to  many,  and 

"    PREVENT   THEIR    BECOMING    ACCESSARY     TO     THE      EVIL:|:." 

Page  461.  I  mull  own,  I  am  fo  ftruck  with  thefe  pafiages,  that 
ojithout  any  inotvledge  of  this  illustp.ious  layman  but  from  his 

tuork , 


-|-  The  following  pafTage  from  the  great  Hiftorian  Jofephus, 
on  the  inattention  and  ignorance  of  man  in  regard  to  the  divine 
predictions,  is  remarkable.      The  words  are  thele  : 

Tccvra  ftiv,  tKXviog  if^^xvitrxi  avvxtavx.  tjji'  ra  Gnn  (pvs-iv  rtn; 
ayvo^B-iv,  unKcifAiv,  oti  7roix.iXyi  t  i(rri  r.a.;  zro'KvTpa'^tq,  text  is'KVTx 
scscd'aipx'j  dTTccvTci  TiTxyf.tiVMi,  a,  ti  'hu  ytvia-^ai  w^oXiyu'  rvjv  ri  ruv 
uvS^m-i^m  ATNOIAN  KAI  AniETlAN,  v^'  «?  «?£»  Ts-^o'i^isv 
ixinn-otv  TUV  «33-eS;j(rfifC£v&'y,  A<I>TAAKTOI  TE  TAI2  SYM'JOPAIS 
nAPEAOOHSAN,  ag  et^n^xvoy  oivroiq  nvxt  tsjv  £|  x'jra»  i^ii^eio 
OKH^vyitv  ! 

Jofeph.  Antiq.  Jud.  Lib.  lo.  S.  3.  p.  449.  Ed.  Hudfon.  Oxon. 


(    Z5^    J 
Sagacious  Hey,  (c)  and  Riinnell's  (d)  learned 
namej 

And 


<a}Qrk,  I  could  almofi  addrefs  him  in  the  fublime  apoflrophe  of 
Che  of  the  mod  eloquent  Fathers  of  the  ancient  Church  ; 
"^  Ai&pii}7ri  m  ©sa,  TTiTTi  ^ig^aiTov  x.c'.t  oacovofAt  tuv  -tis  0£k 
fivcrrnpioiVy    Avip    STridv/m^yv     ruv    ra    Trvav^aroj,     xhXm     "Ei    a-rvXav 

spsicrfAct,  x.a,i  uTViv^iciToi;  KXTxyuyioy." -f — Thus  :^  did  this  very 
learned  and  moft  pious  man,  in  a  ilrain  of  ferious,  temperate, 
and  impreffive  eloquence,  deliver  his  opinion  and  his  interpre- 
tation. They  will  ftand  before  us  and  our  pofierity,  as  the  me- 
morial of  that  lonely  wifdom,  that  reverential  application  of 
the  divine  word,  and  of  that  filent  dignity,  which  can  only 
be  attained  by  a  retirement  (at  intervals)  from  the  world  which 
God  hath  made  to  Him  alone,  and  by  that  worfhip  in  fpirit  and 
in  truth,  which  when  joined  to  human  erudition  and  to  the  fober 
cultivation  of  the  underftanding,  will  produce  fruit  unto 
LIFE.  But  I  conclude  :  humbly  acknowledging  and  deeply 
feeling  rnyfelf  wholly  unequal,  and  altogether  unworthy,  ta 
fpeak  of  the  awful  fublimity  of  fuch  fubjefts.  My  office  cars 
be  but  minillerial ;  it  is  mine  only  to  lead  the  afpirant  to  the  door 
of  the  temple,  and  to  retire. 


f  Gregor.  Naz.  Orat.  19.  (Op.  Edit.  Prunjei.  p.  286.  Paris 
1609.)  It  was  pronounced  before  the  great  Bafil,  when  feated 
upon  the  archiepifcopal  throne  of  Csefarea.   (A.  D.  circ.  374.) 

^.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  17S8.  Mr.  K's  book  was 
probably  written  fome  years  before  it  was  offered  to  the 
publick. 


(     3S^     ) 
And  Douglas,  fej  hail'd  afar  from  earlieft  youth 

Great 


{l>)  The  Right  Rev.  Samuel  Horfley,  Bifhop  of  Rochefter. 
In  my  opinion,  the  contioveriy  fo  ably  maintained  by  this 
Prelate,  againft  the  Hereliarch  Priellley,  is  his  peculiar  praife. 
Bifhop  Horfley  reminds  me  of  the  celebrated  Divine,  Charles 
Leflie.  He  has  often  the  fame  ftrength,  the  fame  acutenefs, 
and  fometimes  tKe  fame  coarfenefs  of  manner.  But  the  argu- 
ment  is  cogent,  and  the  arms  are  irrefillihle.  In  theological  con- 
troverfy,  Charles  Leflie  and  Biihop  Horfley  always  appear  to 
me,   "  ^acidaJim'tleSf   Vulcan'iaque  anna  capeJfuntJ'^ 


[c)  The  Rev.  John  Hey,  D.  D.  late  Norrifian  Profefibr  In 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge.  The  arrangement,  the  learning, 
the  accuracy,  and  the  extent  of  his  refearches  In  theology,  are 
confplcuous  in  his  laborious  and  important  work,  entitled  '*  Lec- 
tures, &c."  read  as  Profefibr. — N.  B.  The  entire  work  is  not 
yet  publllhcd.     (Oft.  1797.) 


(d)  The  Rev.  Thomas  Rennell,  D.  D.  Author  of  a  very  able, 
learned,  and  tXoqaf^ni  ylpology  for  the  Church  of  England,  preached 
jn  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  before  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy,  May  10, 
1796, 

(e)  The  Right  Rev.  John  Douglas,  D.  D.  Bifhop  of  Salif- 
bury,  a  Prelate  whofe  erudition,  penetrating  fagacity,  and  well- 
direfted  efforts  have  difcovered  and  overthrown  many  ftrong 
holds  of  literary  impoftiire.     The    names  of  Lauder  and  Bower 

are 


(    352    ) 
Great  vidor  in  the  well-fought  field  of  truth. 

Herschell  (f)^  with  ampler  mind  and  magick 
glafs. 
Mid  worlds  and  worlds  revolving  as  they  pafs. 
Pours  the  full  clufler'd  radiance  from  on  highj 
That  fathomlefs  abyfs  of  Deity. 

Who 

are  only  remembered  to  their  infamy, — The  Bifhop's  Treatife 
on  Miracles,  called  *'  The  Criterion,"  fliould  be  reprinted. 
Why  is  it  not  again  prefented  to  thepublick  ?  (Oft.  1797.) 

(f)  Dr.  Herfchell's  new  doctrine  concerning  the  Materia 
Solaris,  has  attracted  much  attention  among  the  learned.  I  offet 
to  their  conlidcration  a  curious  paflage,  which  I  met  with 
when  I  was  reading  with  a  very  different  purpofe.  The  P/a- 
tonick  Proclus,  in  the  third  book  of  the  Com^mentaries  on  the 
Timseus  of  his  great  Mafter,  mentions  that  Ariflotle  (whom, 
furely  wiih  juftice,  he  calls  0  BavfAoia-roi;  A^m-roriX'^i)  hints 
that  the  Sun  and  the  Stars  are  not  abfohitely  hocTies  of  Jire  .■ 
The  words  are  thefe  :  "  Tov  t^v  Atr-^m  Z""'^^  l^'^'  «'i''^"' 
-eov  ixiyn)!  HA<ov,  OTK  ONTA  EK  nTPOZ."  Prodi  Com- 
ment, in  Tim.'vum  Platonis,  Edit.  BafiL  Gr.  1534.  p.  131.  There 
is  another  Angular  palTage  (not  fo  explicit  as  this  from  Pro- 
clus) in  the  firll  book,  de  Cmlo,  of  the  Second  ^nnead  of  Plotitius 
the  Platonicornm  Coryphaeus,  as  he  has  been  called  :  he  talks 
alfo,  rather  quaintly  from  Ariftotle,  of  a  "  riu^  rri  ruv  AcrTe^wi 
TT^otriPo^o)!  ipv<rii."     Plotin  :    Ennead.  2  L.  i.  pag.  99,  &c.  Edit. 

BafiL 


(   zsz   ) 

Who  in  the  depth  abftrufe  of  intelle<5t 
A  greater  now  than  Waring  (^■)  ftmll  exped  ? 
Lo,  where  Philofophy  extends  her  fway. 
Guides  future  Navies  o'er  the  tracklefs  way. 
More  voluble  and  firm  ;  fo,  ftrong  in  thought. 
The  royal  Synod  Atwood  (Z?)  fate  and  taught. 
Who  may  forgetthee,(/)  Be  ATTiE?ruftick(i^)  Burns, 

Z  And 

Bafil.  cum  Comment.  Ficini. — The  reader  is  referred  to  Dr. 
Herfchell's  moft  curious  paper  <'  On  the  Natyre  and  Conftrutftion 
of  the  Sun  and  Fixed  Stars."     Phil.  Tranf.  Part  I.  1795. 

(g)  Edward  Waring,  M.  D.  ProfefTor  of  the  Mathematlcks 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

{}})  See  a  Papet  in  the  Philof.  Tranf.  1796.  Parti,  entitled 
"'  The  Conftrudlion  and  Analyfis  of  geometrical  propofitions  de- 
termining the  pofitions  alTumed  by  homogeneal  bodies  v/hich 
float  freely  and  at  reft,  on  a  fluid's  furface,  alfo  determining  the 
ftabilUy  of  Jlnps  and  other  floating  bodies,  by  George  Atwood, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S."  The  R.  S.  prefented  Mr.  Atwood  with  their 
medal  on  this  occafion. — The  names  of  He?'fiheU,  Mafkelyncy 
Cavend'i/Jj,  WoolIaJIon^  Milner,  &c.  dignify  the  Royal  Society. 
We  have  yet  fome  "  Mafter  Builders  in  the  Sciences,"  as  Mr. 
Locke  once  expreffed  himfelf.  (Preface  to  his  Eflay  on  the 
H.  U.) 

(j)  James  Eeattie,  L.  L.  D.  Author  of  "  The  Minftrel,    2 
books."     It  is  to  be  for  ever  regretted  that  this  true  poet  and 

moft 


.     (     3,54    )- 

And  ail  his  artlefs  wood-notes  Scotland  mourns. 
With  England's  Bard,  with  Cowper,  who  fhall  vie  ? 
Original  in  flrength  and  dignity, 
With  more  than  Painter's  fancy  bleft,  with  lays 
Holy,  as  faints  to  heav'n  expiring  raife.  (I J 

High 

mofi;  excellent  man  never  finifiied  his  exquifite  Poem.  My  mind 
dwells  upon  it,  particularly  on  the  Firft  Part,  even  from  my  boyifh 
days  at  fchooL 

{^k)  Robert  Burns.  The  Ayrefhire  Ploughman.  An  original 
Poet. 

(/)  William  Cowper,  Efq.  Author  of  «  The  Taflc."— Ta<n 
M«c"«»v  <j|Ji  ^om  1  Such  are  the  words  of  the  divine  Afcrasan, 
in  his  Theogon'ia,  Of  thefe  Mufes  feated  on  our  own  ParnaflTus,  it 
may  te  faid, 

*'   There  did  they  fit,  and  do  their  holy  deed. 
That  pleas'd  both  heaven  and  earth  !" 

Bifhop  Hall's  Satires.   B.  i.  S.  2, 

The  conclufion  of  the  Poet's  work  is  fo  facred,  fo  dignified,  fo 
unequalled  in  fimplicity  and  unaffefted  piety,  that  I  hope  none 
will  read  it  without  thofe  fenfations,  and  without  that  Improve- 
ment, it  feems  defigned  to  infpire. 

*'  But  all  is  in  his  hand  whofe  praife  I  feek  ; 
In  vain  the  Poet  fings  and  the  v^'orld  hears, 
If  BV.  regard  not,  though  divine  the  theme. 

»Tis 


(     355    ) 

High  from  the  climes  of  Latlum's  happier  day 
The  Mufe  on  Roscoe  (w)  darts  her  noontide  ray  ; 
And  with  each  foft,  each  reconcihng  pow'r, 
Sheds  gleams  of  peace  on  Mel  moth's  (;z)  clofing 

hour  : 
Bright  to  the  goal  In  their  fubllme  career 

Z  2  .       Bryant 

'Tis  not  in  artful  meafures,  in  the  chime 
And  idle  tinkling  of  a  minftrel's  lyre, 
To  charm  his  ear,  who  looks  upon  the  heart  : 
Whofe  frown  can  difappoint  the  proudeft  ftrain, 
Whofe  approbation — profper  even  mine." 

B.6. 

("n?J  William  RoTcoe,  Elq.  the  hiftorian  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici 
called  the  Magnificent,  See  the  P.  of  L.  Dialogue  III.  at  the 
conclufion. 

(nj  William-  Melmoth,  Efq.  a  moft  elegant  -and  diftin- 
guifhed  writer,  "  near  half  an  age  with  every  good  man's  praife." 
His  tranflation  of  Cicero  and  Pliny  will  fpeak  for  hiin,  while 
Roman  and  Englifli  eloquence  can  be  united.  Mr,  Melmoth  is 
a  happy  example  of  the  mild  influence  of  learning  on  a  culti- 
vated mindj  I  mean  of  that  learning  which  is  declared  to  be  the 
aliment  of  youth,  and  the  delight  and  confolation  of  declining 
years.  Who  would  not  envy  this  "  fortunate  old  man'* 
his  moft  finlfhed  tranflation  and  comment  on  Tully's  Cato  ? 
or  rather,  vvho  would  Hot  rejoice  in  the  refined  and  mellowed 
plealures  of  fo  accomplifhed  a  gentleman  and  fo  liberal  a 
fcholar  ? 


(     35^      ) 
BRYANHand  Burke  (o)  the  torch  tiiumphant  bear  ; 

While 

(o)  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  thefe  two  great  men  may  no'zu 
eonchde  their  political  and  h'terary  labours.  *'  Ftnem  dignam  et 
Optimo  viro  et  opere  JandijJ'mio  fac'iant  P*  QuintiL  Lib.  12.  Cap. 
II.  (June  1797.) — Since  writing  the  above,  when  I  heard  of  the 
death  of  that  unecvualled  man,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edmund 
BuRKEjf   I  could  only  fay  to  my  friend, 

Hivcnai  ayytXir,^    «  ax.  u^iKXi  yivitrSat, 
KuTcii  nHAEIAHS  ! 

Such  was  my  veneration  for  this  Great  Man  when  living-, 
fuch  is  the  depth  of  my  homage,  and  the  fecret  affliftlon  of  my 
fpirit  at  his  departure.  It  appears  to  me  expedient  and  grateful, 
that  we  fhould  all  remember  and  revere  the  man  to  whofe  pri- 
mal exertions  (it  cannot  be  repeated  too  frequently)  we  originally 
owe  the  publick  fenfe  of  the  moral,  political,  and  religious  dan- 
ger of  England  from  the  grand  crtt/hing  Cabal,  grounded  and 

rooted 


f  July  1797. — See  Mr.  Burke's  charafter,  in  "  The  Impenal 
Eplftle  from  Kien  Long,  Emperor  of  China,  to, George  the  Third 
of  Great  Britain,"  v.  117.  page  19.  Edit.  8vo.  1796.  As  far  as 
depends  upon  me,  the  words  of  Pindar  (hall  be  verified  of  this 
great  man  : 

TlSV     fAiV     «TS     SoLViVT      AoiGUi 

Tiapa  TS    -is'Vficiv   Tix.(pa» 
&     EXixaiytcit    waoSivsi 

Ag«   d     ACciVCiTOti 

EffAs:/  yi  (para  >:««   Cphf4,ivoy  Cuyoig   Qiocv  oiooyAv. 

Find.  Ifth.  O.  S. 


(   isi    ) 

While  Granta  hails  (what  need  the  Sage  to  name  ?) 
Her  lov^ d  Iapis  on  the  banks  of  Cam.  {p) 

But 

rooted  in  France,  and  branching  out  and  overfhadowing  all 
Europe.  I  fpeak,  as  I  think,  in  fincerity.  Without  much  re- 
flcfllou  we  cannot  underftand  the  full  nature  and  extent  of  the 
publick  obhgation  to  Mr.  Burke.  I  would  not  vindicate  any 
man  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  ;  much  lefs  a  politician  ,and  a 
flatefman.  The  very  region  of  Politicks  is  baneful ;  it  is  too 
frequently  "  the  foil  the  Fices  like."  Every  ftatefman,  in  or 
out  of  power,  knows  his  own  meannefs,  the  turbulence  of  his 
paffions,  the  rattles  of  ofiice,  the  irritation  of  opponents,  the 
jealoufy  of  rank,  and  the  impatience  of  conforted  power.  AH 
this  is  true.  But  ftill,  when  I  have  revolved  the  various  labours 
of  Edmund  Burke,  and  THE  cause  he  has  maintained,  (as  it 
generally  regards  government,  religion,  and  fociety,  not  the  details 
of  the  war  and  its  conduA)  I  fay,  with  this  allowance  for  the 
feverous  frailty  of  the  paffions,  and  the  taint  of  mortality  in  all 
our  bell  aiiions,  I  would  record  in  lafting  charafters,  and  in 
our  holieft  and  moft  honourable  temple,  the  departed  Orator  of 
England,  the  Statefman,  and  the  Chriftian,  Edmund  Burke  ! 
"  R£muneratio  ejus  Cum  Altissimo  !" 

{^)  I  wifli,  (and  every  Etonian  and  every  member  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge  of  good  charaSer  will  join  me  heart  and 
hand)  that  this  great,  difinterefted,  virtuous,  and  consummate 
Scholar  and  Physician,  nonv  by  learning  and  religion  con- 
dufted  with  dignity  to  the  clofe  of  life,  may  be  known  by  this 
offeBionate  verfe  te  all pejlerityy  "  The  lov'd  Iapis  on  the  banks  of 
Cam:' 

"  Diis  dilecte  Senex,  tc  Jupiter  sequus  oportet 

Nafcentem,  et  miti  luftrarit  lumine  Pheebus 

Atlantifque 


(     3S:S    ) 

Put  whence  that, groan  ?  no  more^Britannxa  fiee|>s> 
But  o'er  her  loft  Mufeus  (5-)  bendsaBd  .we&ps» 
ho,  every  Grecian,  every  Britifh  Mufe 
Scatters  the^recent  flow'rs  and  gr^iovis  (lews 
Where  Mason  lies  ;  he  fure  their  influence  feltj 
And  in  his  breail  each  foft  aiTeftion  dwelt. 
That  love  and  friendfhip  know  >  each  filter  art. 
With  all  that  Colours,  and  that  Sounds  impart, 

All 

Atlantifque  nepos  ;  neque  enlm  n'lfi  chariis  ah  orlu 
Diis  fuperis  poterit  magno  favifle  poetos. 
Hinc  longasva  viret  lento  fub  flore  Seneftiig, 
Nondum  ^tcx&.wo-.fer'uans  tibi  frontis  honores, 
Jngenlumque  vigetu^  et  adultum   mentis  acumen. 
Ergo  Ego  te  Clius  et  magni  nomine  Phoebi 
Manse  "Patv-K,  juheo  longum  falvere  per.  ;evum  ! 

Milton  ad  Mansuk, 

I  know  not  what  fhould  reftrain  me  on  this  occafion.  For  the 
eternal  honour  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  in  this  our  age, 
to  the  following  names  which  I  have  felefted  with  the  fevered 
judgment  of  which  I  am  capable,  Gray,  Hur'd,  Ogden,  Bal- 
GUY,  and  Bryant,  I  will  add  the  name  of  her  Dtletlus  laps, 
Robert  Glynn  ! 

TaNTO  HOMINI  FIDUS,    TANTjE  tirtutis  amator  ! 

(Nov.  1797.) 

{q)  The  Rev.  William  Mafon,  M.  A.  autlior  of  Elfrida, 
Caraftacus,  Mufseus,  a  Monody  on  Mr,  Pope,  The  EngliOi 
Garden,  &c.  &c.  &c,  &c. 


(     359     ) 
All  that  the  fylvan  theatre  can  grace, 
All  in  the  foul  of  Mason  "  found  their  place  I*' 
Low  finks  the  laurell'd  head  ;  in  Mona's  land 
I  fee  them  pafs,  'tis  Mador's  drooping  band. 
To  harps  of  woe  in  holieft  obfequies, 
"  In  yonder  grave  J  they  chant,  our  Druid  lies  /'* 

He  (r)  too,  whom  Indus  and  the  Ganges  mourn. 
The  glory  of  their  banks,  from  Ifis  torn. 
In  learning's  flrength  is  fled,  in  judgment's  prime, 
In  fcience  temp'rate,  various,  and  fublime  j 
To  him  familiar  every  legal  doom. 
The  courts  of  Athens,  or  the  halls  of  Rome, 
Or  Hindoo  Vedas  taught ;  for  him  the  Mufe 
DiftlU'd  from  every  flow'r  Hyblasan  dews  ; 
Firm,  when  exalted,  in  demeanour  grave, 
Mercy  and  truth  were  his,  he  lov*d  to  fave. 
His  mind  collected  ;  at  opinion's  fhock 
Jones  flood  unmov'd,  and  from  the  Chriftian  rock, 
Coeleftial  brightnefs  beaming  on  his  breaft. 

He  SAW  THE  Star,  and  worlhipp'd  in  the  Eaft. 

Thou 

[r)  Sir   William   Jones.      One  of  the  Judges  of  the  Sii- 
pi-eme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


(     36o     ) 

nou  too,  OcTAVius,  that  dread  hour  muii:  feel. 
Nor  eloquence,  nor  wit,  nor  patriot  zeal, 
Nor  piety  fmcere  without  the  fliow, 
Nor  every  grace  Pierian  pow'rs  bellow 
From  pure  IlylTus  and  the  Latian  fhore, 
What  Swift,  or  great  Erafmus  felt  before. 
May  fave  thee  ! — yet,  yet  long,  fo  friendfliip  calls. 
May  guardian  Angels  hover  round  the  walls, 
Where  love  and  virtue  fix  their  bled  abode. 
Friend  of  thy  country,  fervant  of  thy  God  !  (sj 
Oftavius  yes,  it  is,  it  lliall  be  mine, 
With  praife  appropriate  ftiil  to  grace  my  line : 

To 


(s)  In  this  political  and  deprejjing  period,  it  is  foine  comfort 
to  divert  the  attention  for  a  moment  to  fuch  charafters  of  literary 
and  poetical  excellence  as  the  Rev.  William  Mafon,  and  Sir 
William  Jones  ;  and  to  be  able  to  add  my  own  Oftavius.  Octa- 
¥ius  Optimus,  are  the  legitimate  words  of  Horace.  With  an 
allowance  for  the  partiality  of  friendfliip,  (and  who  that  ever  felt 
fuch  an  afFeftion  will  refufe  to  grant  it)  and  with  forrow  that 
noiv  he  mull  neither  be  underjlood  nor  named.,  I  aflert  with  truth, 
that  OcTAvius  is  formed  to  move  among  the  higheft  and  the 
foremoft  in  the  ftate,  though  contented  and  fubmitting  to  a£t  ia 
a  ftation,  certainly  not  without  honour,  j^et  inadequate  to  his 
faculties.     "  Exornet  atatis  nojlrs  ghriam  /" 


(     3^1     ) 
To  me  all  heeJlefs  of  proud  fafliion's  fiieer, 
MAURiCE(if)isIcarn'djanJ  WlLB£RFORCE(^')^lnccre, 

Thou  eh 

o 

(l)  The  Reiercnd  Thomas  Maurice,  Author  of  "  Indian 
Antiquities,  in  6  vol.  8vo."  and  of  "  tlie  Hirtory  of  Hindoftan, 
"  its  Arts  and  its  Sciences,  as  connefted  with  the  Hiftory  of 
"  the  other  great  Empires  of  Afia,  during  the  mod  ancient 
■"  periods  of  the  world."  Vol.  i.  4to.  is  only  yet  pubhlhed. 
The  publick  is  well  acquainted  with  their  merits.  But  it  is  with 
the  moil  fcrious  concern,  that  I  read  wliat  Mr.  Maurice  has  de- 
clared in  his  dedication,  that  "  This  Hi/lory  commenced  under 
*'  the  patronage  of  the  Court  of  Ealt  India  Directors,  is  dedi- 
"  cated  to  them,  ii^  humble  hopes  of  their  continued fupporl  of  a  ivork, 
"  which  MUST  SINK  WITHOUT  THAT  *suppoRT."  lieai'iiing 
has  felt  a  degradation  from  thefe  words.  I  am  not  to  be  told,  that 
refearches  like  thofe  of  Mr.  Maurice  are  liable  to  the  caprice  of 
erudition,  and  of  uncertain  application,  and  that  his  ftyle,  mat- 
ter, and  manner  are  frequently  too  luxuriant  and  diffufe.  The 
foundation  of  a  temple  may  be  ftrong,  though  every  ornament 
on  the  pillars  may  not  bejufi. — (Nov.  J797.) 

(v)  See,  "  A  Pratlical  View  of  the  prevailing  religious  fyftem 
cf  Profefied  Chriftians  in  the  higher  and  middle  clafTes  in  this 
country,  contrafted  with  real  Chriflianity."  By  V/jlliam 
WiLBERFORCE,  Efq.  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  York. — Some  very 
fciious  perlons  have  their  doubts  as  to  the  theological  pi-inciples 
of  this  work  in   their  full  extent,  and  I  fear  it  is  fometimes  /co 

rigid 

*  The  E.  I.  Company  fubfcrHjed  for  a  certain  number  of 
Copies.     This  is  not  patronage. 


(     3<^"2     )- 

(Though  on  Kis  page  (^')  fome  paufe  in  iacred  doubt) 
As  Gifboine  (b)  ferious,  and  as  Pott  (<:)  devout. 

For 

rigid  and  exchifive  in  its  doctrines.  There  is  alfo  too  much  of 
a  feciaricin  language,  which  cannot  be  approved.  But  of  the 
intention,  virtue,  learning,  and  patriotifm  of  the  eloquent  and 
well-informed  Senator,  I  have  the  mofl  honourable  and  decided 
opinion.  His  work  is  vehement,  impaffioned,  urgent,  fervid, 
fuftant ;  though  fometimes  copious  to  prolixity,  and  in  a  fev? 
parts  even  to  tedloufnefs.  Perhaps  it  is  the  production  of  an 
orator  rather  than  of  a  writer.  Throughout  the  whole,  there 
is  a  manly  fortitude  of  thought,  firm  and  unfhrinking.  But 
for  my  own  part,  for  obvious  reafons,  I  diflike  the  term, 
*'  Real  Chriilianity,"  as  exclufively  applied  to  'Aiij  fet  of  propo- 
fitions  drawn  from  the  Gofpel.  If  I  regard  external  circum- 
ilances,  I  would  not  indeed  take  theology  from  Athanafius  or 
Boffiier,  morality  from  Seneca,  or  politicks  from  Lanfdown  or 
Seyes.  But  I  will  own,  that  from  a  fcrutiny  into  the  pubhck 
and  private  character  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  I  am  incjined  to 
sirink  that  his  enemies  would  be  forced  into  an  acknowledgment, 
(as  it  is  recorded  in  the  words  of  a  prophet),  that  "  they  can 
find  no  occafion  againft  this  man,  except  they  find  it  agalnlt 
him  concerning  the  law  of  his  God."  A  reader  of  his  work 
mull  be  good  or  bad  hi  ihe  extreme.,  who  may  not  receive  fome 
advantage  from  the  awful  compofition.  I  am  indeed  unworthy 
to  praife  it,  and  I  feel  myfelf  fo.  If  I  may  defcend  from 
divinity  to  mere  philofophy,  I  fliall  add,  that  If  Mr.  Wilber- 
force proceeds  and  afts  upon  the  fublimity  of  fuch  principles, 
we  may  apply  to  him  the  exprefiions  drawn  from  the  fountain 
of  Plato  by  his  mod    enthufi  ,1:ick    votary,    Plotinus.       "  Aip' 


(     3^3    ) 
For  7Vthens  Cumberland  (■^)  feems  born  alone 
To  bid  her  coniick  Patriot  be  our  own  : 

Nor 

**  wogsfo;?!"  He  will  bcfl  comprehend  the  higli  and  holy  fen- 
tence  which  declares  what  is  the  life  of  fucli  men  ;  "  Outjw 
"  -Siiuv  Kcit  ecv6pii)7ra)v  6itwv  y.xt  ivoxif^ovav  Zio<;,  ci,7rctXXei,yr)  tuv 
"  eiXXuv  ruv  TV\ot,  (o<9?  oivnoovoi  ruv  T'/jdg,  <I>TrH  MONOY 
"  nPOS  MONON  !"     Plotini  Ennead  :  6.  L.  9.  c.  xi. 

[h)  The  Reverend  Thomas  Gisborne,  M.  A.  Author  of 
an  Enquiry  into  the  Duties  of  Men,  &c.  and  of  the  Female  Sex, 
&c.  &c.  eminently  entitled  to  the  publick.  eileem  and  grati- 
tude. 

{c)  The  Rev.  J,  H-  Pott,  M.  A-  the  learned  and  excellent 
Arch-deacon  of  St.  Alban's.  In  his  writings  infl:ru£tive,  la- 
borious in  his  OiBce,  and  exemplary  in  his  profeflion. 

(c/)  Richard  Cumberland,  Efq.  an  author  of  various 
talents,  and  of  very  confiderable  learning.  It  is  fc^rcely  necef- 
fary  to  enumerate  his  compofitions,  in  particular  his  dra- 
matick.  works,  which  have  received  the  fantlion  of  publick 
efteem.  In  my  opinion  he  has  done  va-y  great  fervice  to 
the  caufe  of  morality  and  of  literature.  He  is  author  of  a 
work  called  "  The  Obferver,"  and  from  the  tranflation,  in 
that  work,  of  the  fragments  of  the  Greek  comick  , writers, 
I  believe  all  learned  readers  will  agree,  that  he  is  the  only 
man  in  the  kingdom  (with  whom  we  are  puhJ'icMy  acquainted) 
equal  to  the  tranflation  of  Ariftophanes.  I  wifii  it  were  to  be 
t|ie  smufcment  of  his  retired  hours,     I  fliall  never  think  he  has 

been 


(     364     ) 

Nor  yet  ungrac*d  may  Sulivan  (bj  remain. 
Serene  in  fancy,  nor  in  fcience  vain. 
Yet  ftill,  though  oft  his  various  works  I  fcan, 
I  quit  the  volume,  when  I  find  the  man. 


Good 


been  **  publick  too  long,"  but  as  he  has  quitted  the  ftagCjj- 
(as  he  affirirs  himfelf,)  fuch  a  tranflation  would  be  an  eafy, 
yet  an  adequate  and  honourable  employment  for  a  man  of 
unqueftionable  geni\is,  verfatihty  of  talents,  knowledge  of  the 
•world,  and  a  confummate  majler  of  the  poetical  language  of  our 
beft  ancient  dramatick  writers.  Let  us  hope  that  Ariflophanes 
may  yet  be  our  own.     (July  1797') 

(fl)  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  A.  S. 
author  of  "  Philofophical  Rhapfodies,  &c."  and  of  a  work  en- 
titled "  A  View  of  Nature,  in  Letters  to  a  Traveller  among  the 
"  Alps,  with  Refledlions  on  Atheiftical  Philofophy  now  exem- 
*'  plilied  in  France,  in  fix  vol.  8vo."  A  work  of  labour  and  of 
general  utility,  digefted  from  original  writers  with  judgment^ 
and  with  an  upright  virtuous  heart,  in  a  pleafing  and  inftruc- 
tive  manner.  I  dwell  with  aife£lion  on  fuch  a  charailer  as 
Mr.  Sulivan  ;  and,  if  this  were  the  place,  and  if  India  were  the 
theme,  I  might  make  honourable  mention  of  the  works  and 
excellence  of  his  Brother,  John  Sulivan,  Efq. 


f  The  vows,  and  oaths  of  lovers,  voters,  and   poets,    are  aU 
ways  liable  to  make  Falfe  Lnprejfwnsc     (Nov.  I'jg'J.) 


(    3^5    ) 
Good  books  fl?J  are  the  mind's  bread :  (excufe 
the  phrafe, 
GIiFord  will  bear  the  term,  and  Cowper  praife) 

They 

fb)  It  is  pleafing  and  fatisfaftory  to  think,  that  all  books 
which  are  abfohitely  required  to  ftrengthen,  exalt,  purify,  and 
inform  the  undevflanding,  and  confequently  to  correA  and  en- 
large the  affeftions  and  the  heart,  are  of  eafy  accefs  and  of 
eafy  price.  With  the  luxury  of  learning  and  the  modern  ele- 
gance of  types  and  paper,  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but  earnejlly 
to  deprecate  all  neediejs  extravagance  and  brilliant  folly  in  new 
puhUcaiions,  if  they  are  defigned  to  be  of  fervice  to  the  world, 
and  to  be  purchafed.  The  auguil  and  fublime  monuments  of 
religion  and  of  genius  may  be  adorned  without  blame,  or  ra- 
ther with  great  commendation.  When  the  Bible,  Shakfpeare, 
and  Milton  appear  in  all  the  fplendour  of  typographick  art  and  ' 
the  magnificence  of  decoration  from  the  pencil,  who  does  not 
feel  a  fecret  pride  in  the  honour  refieiled  on  the  difcerning 
liberality  of  his  country  ?  Such  books  m.ay  be  confidered  as 
typographical  piftures  of  eminent  artifts.  Piftures  however 
are  not  neceffary  for  the  clofet  of  a  Undent ;  but  they  riiaj 
adorn  the  mufeum  of  a  nation  or  an  univerlity,  and  dignify  tlie 
repofitories  of  the  opulent  and  patrician  literati.  Atticus 
is  magnificent  in  fuch  patronage,  though  Rutilus  may  incur 
fome  cenfure.  This  is  a  noble  and  laudable  ufe  of  the  fuper- 
fluity  of  wealth.  It  is  alfo  political  in  the  higheft  degree.  In 
times  like  thefe  men  of  talents  and  genius,  when  unemployed 
and  let  loofe  upon  the  world,  become  too  frequently  the  pells 
of  fociety,  and  the  canker  worms  of  the  community. — It  la. 
indeed  high  time  to  awake  out  of  fleep,  and  to  difcern  the 
peculiar  ufe  of  every  blefling.      In   all  our  aft  ions,    we  fhould 

hare 


(    366    ) 

They  give  the  liferblood,,  nutriment  and  healthj, 
And  laugh  to  fcorn  the  infolence  of  wealth, 

OCTAVIUS. 

Here  clofe  the  ftraln  :  and  o'er  your  ftudious  hour  . 
May  truth  prefide  and  virtue's  holieft  pow'r  ! 
Still  be«your  knowledge  temp'rate  and  (e)  difcr^et. 
Though  not  as  Jones  fublime,  as  Bryant  great  5 

Pre- 

have  a  view  to  the  ftability  of  fociety  and  of  well-regulated 
government.  It  becomes  us  all  to  obfer?e  and  feparate  the 
efiential  and  imvarying  laws  of  order  from  the  principles  of 
confulion,  and  the  dictates  of  found  fenfe  from  the  wildnefs 
of  ungoverned  fancy,  and  of  prefumptuous  intelleft.  The 
grand  end  and  aim  may  at  lafl  be  thus  effefted  ;  and  we  may, 
by  choice  and  conviAion,  tm-n  from  lying  "vanities  to  the  fpirit  of 
truth  and  of  life. 

(e)  Tlie  advice  of  Oftavius  is  good,  but  not  applicable  to  a 
man  fo  infignificant  as  his  friend. — But  to  men  of  knowledge 
and  of  ability  in  every  department  of  life  it  is  of  deep  impor- 
tance. I  lament  and  am  indignant,  when  I  think  of  fucli  afclio- 
lar  as  Dr.  Parr,  and  the  wafte  of  erudition  and  talents.  Let 
hira  Hand  for  a  genus.  The  want  of  difcretion  and  prudence 
has  ruined  more  men  of  learning-  and  genius  than  the  time 
would  allow  me  to  mention.  Without  ihis  fobriety  of  intelledl 
nothing  is  ftrong,  nothing   is  great.      Without  this  prudence, 

>  wichout 


(    36;    ) 

Prepar'd  to  prove  in  Senate,  or  the  Hall, 
That  ftates  by  learning  rife,  by  learning  fall ; 

Serene, 

without  this  difcernmcnt  of  time  and  circumllance,  and  the  habit 
of  regulanty,  without  an  attention  to  the  decencies  of  fociety  and 
of  common  hfe,  and  of  the  principles  by  which  all  men,  how- 
ever gifted,  mujl  iudifcriminately  be  condufled,  all  our  attain- 
ments are  nothing  worth.  They  will  never  procure  us  ef- 
teem  or  refpeftability  among  men.  The  world  will  but  fmile 
at  fuch  fcholars  ;  and  minifters,  when  called  upon  to  promote 
them,  will  tell  you  not  withotit  reafon,  "  they  arc  not producibU."\. 
L.et  me  give  two  paffages  on  this  fubjeft,  one  from  Milton,,  the 
other  from  Dr.  Johnfon,  varioufly  applicable  and  of  deeped  con- 
fequence. 

"  He  who  reads 
IncefTantly,  and  to  his  reading  brings  not 
A  fpirit  and  judgment  equal  or  fuperior,' 
Uncertain  and  unfettled  ftill  remains,  ^ 

Deep  verfed  in  books,  and  fliallow  in  himfelf. 
Crude  or  intoxicate,  collefting  toys, 
As  children  gathering  pebbles  on  the  fnore." 

P.  R.  b.  4.  V.  322. 

To  men  of  genius  (as  at  leaft  the)'  are  called)  Dr.  Johnfon 
gave  this  foleran  admonition  :  "  This  relation  (of  the  life  of 
Savage)  will  not  be  wholly  without   its   ufe,    if  thofe  who,  iu 

"  confidence 


\  The  words  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
when  he  was  Prime  Minifter  in  George  the  Second's  reign. 
They  were  fpoken  of  A  man,  whofe  genius,  talents,  eloquence, 
and  erudition  honoured  and  fupported  the  Church  of  England.. 
And  he  nvas  not  promoted. 


(    368    ) 

Serene,  not  fenfelefs,  through  the  awful  ftormy 
In  principle  fedate,  to  fliun  (f)  Reform  j 


To 


'*  confidence  of  fuperior  capacities  or  attainments,  difregard  the 
"  common  maxims  of  life,  fhail  be  reminded  that  nothing  tulU  fupply 
*'  the  want  of  prudencey  and  that  negligence  and  irregularity, 
"  long  continued,  will  make  I'/ioivledge  if 'Itf,  luif  ridiculous j  and 
"  genius  contemptihle.''^  Dr.  Johnfon's  Life  of  Savage,  at  the 
conclufion» 

*'  Deign  on  the  palling  world  to  call  thine  eyes, 
*'  And  patfe  awhile  from  letters,  to  be  wise." 
(fj  No  faftious  ever  proceeded  to  attempt  A  Revolutjon 
in  any  country,  but  firft  under  the  pretence  and  through  the  Me- 
dium of  A  Reform.  We  have  been  told  with  effrontery  and 
with  falfliood,  that  the  Conftitution  of  England  exiils  only  in 
the  imagination  ;  yet  we  may  read  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The 
faft  is  this.  Modern  framers  of  political  confhitutions  will  ne- 
ver be  fatisfied,  till  they  arc  laid  down  like  the  elements  of 
raathematicks  in  the  manner  of  Euclid.  Definitions,  Axioms, 
Poftulates,  primary  propofitions,  fubfequent  propofitions,  built 
upon  and  proved  by  the  preceding,  with  corollaries  and  deduc- 
tions. One  ftrange  writer,  (perhaps  it  is  the  firft  time  the 
reader  ever  heard  of  him)  fays,  "  a  Constitution  muft  be 
produced  intire  and  at  the  fame  time  ;  it  mufl  be  fimple  in  its  con- 
ilruftion,  and  ptRFECT  in  all  iti  parts."  Malkin's  Effays  on 
Civilization,  8vo.  (1795)  p.  122.  I  had  fondly  thought  that. 
Lord  Bacon  had  diftinguiflied  the  works  of  nature  from  thofe  of 
art,  in  that  roatterly  and  memorable  fentence,  "  Natura  omnium 
partiiim  rudimenta  ftmul  parit  et  procreat."  (De  Augm.  Sci- 
ent.)  I  fuppofe  a  political  Conftitution  is  the  work  of  human 
art.  Indeed  if  Mr.  Malkin  were  defcribing  a  perfeSl  poem, 
cpick    or  tragick,    he  could   not  have    txpreffed    himfelf  more 

critically. 


(  369  ) 

To  mark  maft*s  intellect,  its  ftrength  and  bound, 

A  a  Nor 

critlGally.  Yet  thus  it  iS,  that  ovr  prefent  theoretical  writers 
fport  with  man  and  his  paflions.  They  certainly  confidcr  us 
all  as  paffive  machines,  and  they  apply  their  lawsy  with  as  touch 
cool  indifference  to  their  fellow-creatures,  and  with  as  little 
feeling,  as  they  would  apply  the  axe,  or  any  mechanical  inftru- 
ment,  to  lop  a  tree  or  to  raife  a  weight.  The  fyftems  uniformly 
proceed  on  this  principle.  They  never  vary.  Mercy  is  not  in 
all  their  thoughts  ;  there  is  neither  allowance  for  human  frailty, 
rtor  revifion  of  judgment.  Man  has  offended  :  he  mvjl  die  the 
death.  Gnofllus  hsc  Rhadamanthus  habet  durissima  regna. 
We  have  all  feen  and  felt,  nvhat  the  revolutionary  principle  is. 

We  muft  never  for  a  moment  forget,  that  the  object 
6r  France,  from  her  Jirjl  Revolution,  has  been  and  is  to 
Change  the  Government  in  every  State  in  Europe, 
and  in  every  part  of  the  world  nuhich  Jhi  can  pervade  or  influence. 
Look  in  Germany,  in  Belgium,  in  Italy,  in  Spain,  in  the 
ifles  of  the  Eallern  or  of  the  Weftern  Archipelago  ;  call  your 
view,  broad  and  unreftrained,  from  the  dominions  of  the  Porte 
to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  or  the  MIffifippi,  not  a  ftate,  not  a 
fortrefs,  not  a  work,  not  a  fragment  of  nature  or  of  art,  not  a 
cliff,  not  a  torrent,  not  a  precipice,  but  has  felt  the  (hock  and 
impulfe  of  revolutionary  terror.  Alyjfus  alyffum  invocat !  One 
deep  has  called  upon  another,  the  winds  have  blov/n  the  fignal  of 
encounter,  and  the  catarads  are  roaring  and  conflifting ;  or  in 
the  fefounding  language  of  the  poet  of  PanopoHs  f , 

I   rfitfft  claim  excufe  and  indulgence  for  my  exprefiions.      My 

rhind 

t  Nonnus.  Dionys,  Lib,  41.  v,  84. p.  1059.  Edit.  Hariov.  i6to. 
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Nor  deem  ftability  on  change  to  found  j- 

To 

mind  is  eitlier  borne  down  or  hurried  away  with  the  terrors  of 
impending  defolation,  and  the  overthi'ow  or  confufion  of  fixed, 
regelated,  eftabhfhed  government.  My  fenfations  are  foHtary  ; 
but  they  are  deep.  T»)v  -^vy^viv  fin  ^a^y^inzt  Vs/ii<pcii6i.  I  have 
indeed  the  confolation  of  affedlionate  and  honourable  frlendfhip^ 
and  I  am  not  without  the  approval  of  a  few  who  are  wife 
and  good  :  but  I  cannot  fay  that  '*  in  my  life  time  I  have  had 
too  much  of  noife  and  compliment.f"  I  have  rifen  in  filence  : 
and  in  peace  and  privacy  it  is  my  defire  to  fet  and  to  depait. 
But  can  any  of  us  fee  what  we  have  feen,  and  not  labour  to 
avert  it  from  our  own  country  ?  If  I  could  conceive  a  man  of 
iefs  political  fignificance  than  myfelf,  (not  from  my  endeavours 
but  from  my  fituation,)  I  would  call  even  on  him  for  afliflance. 
7'ie  oljiS,  the  undiverted  objeS  of  France  is  the  overthrow 
OF  England!  Nos  Nostraque,  the  form  of  our  govern- 
ment, the  fundamental  laws,  and  the  principles  by  which  pro- 
perty is  achnotvkdged  and  fecured.  Thefe  have  been  attacked 
by  aflault,  by  ftorm,  by  brea-ch,  by  fedition,  by  the  arms  of 
ribaldry,  of  obfcenity,  of  blafphemy.  At  one  time  they  open 
xjpon  us  the  floodgates  of  treafon  and  madnefs,  at  another  they 
fap  the  foundation  by  a  circuitous  flream  winding  and  working 
unperceived.  They  knozu  that  a  Revolution  can  alone  be  efFefted 
by  a  Reform.  There  is  no  other  mode.  A  ftate  may  prove 
bankrupt  ;    but  I  would   inculcate   it  with   pecuhar  earneilnefs, 

that,  A  REVOLUTION    IS    NOT    THE   NECESSARY   CONSEQUENCE   OF 

BANKRUPTCY.     I  view  with  fear  the  finances  of  Great  Britain, 

but 

f  An  expreffion  in  the  aftefting  Will  of  the  Rt.  H.  Edmund 
Burke.  "What  declaration,  what  tellimony,  what  experience  will 
convince  us  of  the  "  Vera  bona  atque  illis  multum  diverfa,  remota 
errorls  nebula  ?" 


(    37"     ) 
To  feel  with  Mirabeau  that  "  Words  areTh}ngs",(^) 
A  a  2  While 

but  not  without  a  rational  hope  of  final  though  tardy  rcftoration. 
The  propofal  of  Reform  is  my  fpecifick  apprehenfion.  I  would 
llrcnuoufly  refilt  all  the  propofers  of  Reform  ;  Mr.  Pitt  formerly, 
and  Mr.  Grey  at  prefent.  I  confcfs  I  never  could  underftand  the 
great  Lord  Chatham's  celebrated  expvefllon  of  "  infufing  a  por- 
tion of  «i?w  health  into  the  conftirution  to  enable  it  to  bear  its 
infirmities."  Junius  (in  his  very  laft  letter)  calls  it  "brilliant 
and  full  of  intrinfick  wifdom."  For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  but 
falfe  glitter  and  full  of  intrinfick  nonfenfe,  when  applied  politically. 
It  is  mere  rage  of  metaphor.  It  is  to  call  the  mind  a  fheet  of 
white  paper,  till  at  laft  we  are  brought  to  think  the  refemblance 
to  be  the  very  thing  fignified.  The  ufe  of  metaphor  is  to  illuf- 
trate,  not  to  prove. 

Government,  take  it  in  any  of  its  complex  forms,  can  be  carried 
on  but  in  three  ways :  by  unfuUied  principle  and  undeviating  vir- 
tue in  the  Governors,  and  perhaps  in  the  people  ;  by  force  and 
terror;  or  by  mitigated  law  and  Influence.  Who  does  not  wlfh 
for  the  firft  ?  Who  expedls  to  fee  it  ?  In  ftates  highly  civilized, 
the  mixed  mode  of  law  and  influence  on  the  minds  of  free  agents 
appears  to  me  the  only  mode  in  which  tranquillity,  fecurity,  and 
general  happinefs  can  be  tolerably  preferved,  with  the  allowance 
of  human  frailty.  I  deteft  corruption,  open  or  fecret,  as  much 
as  any  man.  But  when  I  fee  an  aflembly  formed  on  any  princi- 
ples however  fublime,  or  deep,  or  difinterefted,  I  remember  it  is 
formed  of  men.  Menander  faid  long  ago;  Av^^^itto?  !  Ukv^ 
Tr^o^pas-ii.  It  is  man  ;  his  name  explains  the  reft.  I  never  will 
confent  to  think,  that  Government  is  a  matter  of  perpetual  expe- 
riment. I  would  graft  new  regulations  upon  the  old  principles 
by  a  very  gradual  removal  of  what  is  abfurd,  obfolete,  ufelefs,  or  an. 
incumbrance.     It  was  the  boaft  of  Citizen  Lord  Stanhope,  that 

he 
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While  in  Delufion's  ear  their  magick  rlngs, 

Th  rough 

he  would  teach  the  Judges  kw,  and  the  Bifhops  religion.  I  have 
no  fuch  ambition  :  but  at  prefent  I  would  reconnmend  to  Charle* 
Abbott,  Efq.  M.  P.  the  new  Digejler  of  our  Laws,,  not  to  be  toO' 
fubtlle  in  the  procefs.  It  i^  not  every  political  chemift  who  can 
throw  off  into  his  work  the  fpirit  of  legiflation,  unmingled  with 
the  grofler  dregs  and  feculence  of  the  mafs. 

i.et  us  »(?w,  and  at  all  times,  be  vigilant  with  determinate 
«fourage.  We  know  ivhat  freedom,  ivhat  equality  of  po'UTer 
among  the  citizens ,  what  fraternity,  what  comfort,  what  hap- 
pinefs,  and  what  fecurity  France  has  offered,  and  given  too,  to 
alt  countries,  who  have  either  bowed  voluntarily,  or  have  been 
fubjefted,  to  her  tyranny.  Take  Cicero's  expreffions.  As  to 
themfelves  ;  *^  Licet,  quod  videtur,  publicum  judkare  :  qnodjuS- 
ecfverinff  'vendere."  As  to  ofcher  nations>  friend  op  foe;  "  Per- 
Jpici  non  potefi,  utrum  feveritas  acerlfioP,  art  benigmtixs  qaejlnoftor 
fit.''  Such  are  the  words  in  that  elaborate  and  confummate 
Oration  on  the  Agrarian  Law,  which  every  Bsafii  would  do  welJ 
to  read  and  confider  in  the  original  or  in  a  tranflation.  It  h 
peculiarly  pertinent  to  the  prefent  time.  When  Demoilhenes 
taifed  his  mighty  voice  againfl:  a  decree  propofwi  by  Afift- 
tocrates,  he  befpoke  the  attention  of  his  audience  as  to  a  private 
man,  who  had  neither  part  in  the  adminiftrafeson  of  the  ftate, 
Ror  influence  from  his  connexions.  He  befpoke  their  fevour 
on  this  ground.  He  thought  the  intereft  of  Athens  was  alone  a 
fufficient    plea,       "   E^rEi^w*     ^%i    rav  ivo^?i}tvTuv     ufActgy    a^s   f»>f 

xaran  (pw^tw  Js^sfv  wwpg«yj«6i'ftv."f     For  nay  own  part  'untkoutany 

other 

f  Kixret  Ag<crTos;g«T»f. — Demollh,  Op,  Gr.  Benen.  1570.  p.  -^03. 
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Through  ftates,  or  armies,  in  the  camp,  or  ftreet. 

And 

oiher  prefen/ion,  political  or  literary,  than  the  love  I  fetl  to  my 
country,  Iicr  laws,  her  religion,  her  ordinances,  and  her  govern- 
ment, and  the  labour  I  have  exerted  to  underftand  and  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  I  would  earnellly  and  afF«5ftionately  remind  my  Coun- 
trymen in  this  perilous  and  prefling  hour,  of  the  eloquent  words 
of  DemOnax,  as  they  are  recorded  by  Lucian  ;  "  Conftitutions  and 
"  dodrines  like  thefe  you  never  nuill  decree^  till  you  havejirjl  removed 
"  or  cDtrthroiun  the  altar  of  mercy  !"  The  words  of  the  ori- 
ginal are  full  of  dignity :     Mjj    5r§oTi|ov,    <*   A$n>»tot-,    •y>!^<«#>fo, 

fgj  A  celebrated  faying  of  the  famous  Mirabeau,  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  French  Revolution. — I  would,  in  this  concluding 
note,  obferve  with  great  earneftnefs  and  afFe<5lion  to  my  Coun^ 
try,  that  in  all  the  departments  of  fociety,  government,  religionj 
or  literature,  the  French  have  at  all  times  maintained  e«^  unvarying 
fyjiem  of  deception,  when  under  the  ancient  monarchy,  or  noiu  un- 
der the  iron,  unrelenting  tyranny  of  their  new  rcpublick.  Their 
manner  of  reafoning  is,  and  always  has  been,  fophiftical.  We 
are  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  mifled  by  the  appearance  of 
reafon.  We  have  always  ground  for  diftruft.  Take  a  fpeci<- 
men  from  thoufands  and  tens  of  thoufands  of  inftances.  Many 
years  ago,  in  a  coUeftion  entitled  **  Lettres  Hiftoriques  et  Poli- 
tiques,"  a  French  Statefman  ufed  thefe  words  to  Mr.  D'Alembert. 
"  Je  ne  veux  point  admettre  dans  les  arrets  de  Confeil  un  vrai  tri- 
"  vial,  une  clarte  trop  familiere.  Je  veux  un  vrai  de  recherche,  une 
*'  clarte  elegante,  une  naivete  fine,  toufe  brillante  de  termes  pom- 
*'  peux,  releves  inopinement  de  phrafes  arrondles,  de  vocatifs  in^ 
**  iermediaires  et  d*  adverbes  indefinis."    Lett.  Hid.  et  Polit.  Vol. 

\  ■      ■    "  "       ■  .         ■        I.. 

•{•  Lucian.  Demonax.p.  555.  Ed.  Fol.  Bourdelotii. 
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And  now  a  School  revolts,  and  now  a  Fleet. 

Go, 

^.  p.  176.  Nothing  can  be  more  charailerlftick  of  French  Statef- 
men.  Be  but  fufficiently  unintelligiMe,  have  but  your  vocatifs 
intermediatres  et  your  adverbes  hidefinis^  and  the  bufinefs  is  done. 
Language  without  meaning,  phrafcs  to  Wind  the  people,  and 
ideas  to  delude.  But  when  the  fcheme  is  accompllfhed,  and 
when  they  obtain  the  poiver,  their  language  is  perfeftly  intelligible. 

Next  take  an  inflarice  in  Literature.  Men  of  learning  have 
always  had  a  proper  value  for  the  Greek  language,  for  reafons 
too  obvious  for  me  to  ftate.  In  general  the  French  are  ignorant 
of  it.  Indeed  Mr.  Camus  (the  Deputy)  fome  time  ago  publiflied 
an  edition  of  Ariftotle  Usg*  Zaav,  moderate  enough  as  I  thought 
from  a  flight  infpeftion.  But  in  general  the  French  Philofo- 
phers,  who  by  their  works  prepared  the  Revolution,  are  per- 
petually defpifing  or  ridiculing  the  Greek  language.  I  only 
fpeak  of  their  manner  of  effe&ing  their  purpofe.  One  of  the  acut- 
cft,  moft  dangerous,  and  mod  infidious  of  them  all,  Mr.  D'Alem- 
bert,  has  thefe  words.  "  Ah^fi  voiisfaviez  le  Grec  ! — Ceux  qui  fca- 
venc,  ou  cro'icnt  Javo'ir,  I'Hebreu,  V Arabe,  le  Syriaque^  le  Cophteou 
]e  Copte  (as  if  he  cared  how  it  was  pronounced,)  le  Per/an,  ou  le 
Ch'tno'tSf  penfent  et  parlent  de  meme  et  par  les  memes  raifonsJ^  D'- 
Alembert  Melanges  de  Literature  et  de  Philofophie.  Vol.  c. 
p.  526.  We  fee,  the  French  Philofopher  by  confounding  the 
Arahick,  Copiicl:,  Syr'iac,  and  Chinejc  with  the  Greek,  infinuates 
that  there  is  an  equal  ufe  in  them  all,  that  is,  to  the  generality  of 
fcholars  and  to  the  world  at  large,  little  or  no  ufe  at  all.  This 
does  not  merit  any  anfwer  ;  but  we  fee  the  nature  of  a  French 
Philofopher's  proof  and  the  manner  of  his  argument.  In  (hort, 
he  either  knows  every  thing,  or  there  is  no  manner  of  ufe  at  all 
in  any  thing  that  he  does  not  know.  Q^E.  D.  I  think  frorn 
eontinued   obfervation,    I   underfland    the  nature  of  thefe  men. 

Their 


i  _Z7S    ) 
Go,  warn  in  folemn  accents,  bold  and  brief, 

The 

Their  literature,  their  politicks,  their  philofophy,  all  terminate 
in  the  fame  point.  "  Croyez  Moi,"  are  the  words,  whether 
they  fpeak  to  an  individual,  or  to  the  nations  of  the  univerfe. 

Now,  fuice  the  Revolution,  from  reafoning  they  have  betaken 
themfelves  to  Jingle  ivords.  Deception  ftill.  Mirabeau  faid  true, 
*'  Words  are  things."  I  cannot  help  obferving  that  the  Athe- 
nians (whofe  government  was  popular,  and  confequently  tyranni' 
caly  and  manured  with  the  blood  of  her  own  citizens)  had  a 
cuftom  of  foftening  the  appellation  of  things  which  naturally 
conveyed  an  idea  of  terror.  This  may  be  found  in  a  mofl  cu- 
rious extract,  preferved  by  the  very  learned  Photius  from  the 
4th  book  of  the  Chrejlomathia  of  Helladius  Besantinous; 
the  words  are  thefc.  "  To  ^^  ^vir<ptifict  Asye^v  Trxeri  toi?  Ux- 
"  Xociotg  <ppcvrii  riv,  fixXta-Tcc  as  rotg  ASytvxiots'  010  xxt  to  Aec"- 
"  fAUTYiPioy  oiKVifix  ixxX^y,  kxi  tov  Ari/mcv  Kotvov,  rxg  oi  E^ivvvxf 
"  c-ifAm?  Sixg'  x-rX."  Photii  Bibhothec.  Sedt.  279;  pag.  1593. 
Ed.  1653.  In  the  fame  manner  the  French  appty  the  terms  £^a«- 
lity.  Liberty,  Fraternity,  &c.  for  Tyranny,  Defolation,  Oppref- 
fion  and  Plunder.  This  is  well  underftood.  It  would  be  pre- 
fumption  to  enlarge  on  this  fubje£l  to  a  kingdom  fo  enlighten- 
ed, fo  dignified,  and  I  may  -sAdi,  fo  prepared  as  Great  Britain. 
We  have  every  thing  to  lofe.  We  have  under  our  own  form 
of  government,  comfort,  protedtion,  honour,  fecurity,  and  hap- 
pinefs.  The  price  of  preferving  them  Is  indeed  great,  veiy 
great  ;  but  the  price  of  anarchy,  reform,  and  inextricable  con- 
fufion,  would  be  greater  beyond  all  calculation.  We  have  a 
foe  powerful  and  perhaps  unrelenting.  But  all  ftates  yield  at 
lafl  to  circumftances  ;  and  policy  will  grant  what  affeftion 
would  refufe.     The  mofl  ardent  wilh  of  my  heart  is  A  secure 

Peace, 
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The  fiumb'ring  Mimfter,  ©r  fadious  Ctiief  j 

Mourn 

Ff  4C«,  after  a  war  for  ever  to  he  deplored,  bloody,  fatal,  and 
crpenfive  beyond  a.11  example  j  but  which  I  always  believed, 
and  ftill  believe,  to  have  been  inevitable.  We  have  y?i//ma- 
ny  and  great  refources  ;  but  the  times  never  called  with  fo 
loud  and  fo  commanding  a  voice  for  wifdom,  difcernment,  and 
integrity,  for  temperate,  and  timely,  and  gradual  conceffion 
with  dignity  and  fecurity,  and  for  an  eeconomy  rigid  and  un- 
deviating,  on  the  part  of  ottr  governors  ;  and  for  obedience,  ac- 
quiefcence  under  temporary  preflu re,  alacrity  in  defence,  and 
vigilance,  and  loyalty,  and  steadiness /«  all  the  fubjeSs  of  this; 
laud.  We  have  no  need  of  the  Roman  f  ^rmilu/lrium  ;  our 
arms  are  purified  already.  Our  Soldiers  are  loyal,  and  honou- 
rable, and  without  fpot.  They  have  been  weighed  in  the  ba-^ 
lance,  and  found  perfeft.  And  I  truft:  our  naval  flag  will  ne^ 
ver  again  wave  but  in  defiance  to  our  enemief.  We  are  not  loft, 
it  we  continue  firm. 

We  mnft  remember  that  all  the  leagues  of  French  Fac^ 
tions  and  their  leaders,  in  England  or  in  any  country,  ne- 
ver relent.  They  know  not  the  meaning  of  the  term.  There 
is  as  much  mercy  in  them,  to  ufe  the  phrafe  of  Shakfpeare,  as 
there  is  milk  in  a  male  Tiger.  If  they  are  called  upon  to  rp* 
trail,  or  to  declare  their  full  purpofe,  or  to  render  their 
reafons  to  the  country,  they  give  us  manlfeftos  and  declara- 
tions from  their  clubs.  They  tell  us  of  corruption,  and  re- 
form, and  all  the  fophifms  of  anarchy  and  revolution.  So 
thundered  the  Orator  of  Athens  agalnil  fuch  men  :  "  Avrt  ns 
"   aTreaaveit,   q-^i^icrfiXTa    lvpia■K^a■l,   kch    sri»g«y£«^asj>    54«<    srga^cf-r 

■\  See  Varro  de  Ling.  Lat.  Lib,  ^.  3,  for   the  word  and  the 
tlluftration  of  it.     Fef^us  alfo  may  be  confylted, 
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Mourn  proudeft  empires  proflrate  in  the  duft. 

Tiaras, 

*'  crui,  vovyi^aT»T»t  ttvi^aTem  x»t  tiStKUTarot"^  But  Juftlce 
has  her  balance,  and  the  fword  Is  not  borne  in  vain.  *'  ^ 
^*  home  (^I  take  the  wor<Js  qf  Sir  John  Finch  in  the  4th  of  Charles 
**  I.)  at  any  rate  AvTHoviirY  i&vsri^^  vinmc^TEp  from  em^ 

**   tempty    SINCE   THE   LIFE    OF  GOVERNMENT    IS    REPUTATION.*' 

And  we  fiiould  remember,  that  *'  None  are  fo  bold  as  the  fac- 
**  tions  in  company,  none  fo  fearful  apart."  We  may  have 
good  hope,  for  we  have  a  good  caufe.  When  perhaps  the 
greateft  ftatefman  and  the  greateft  orator  that  ever  headed 
an  oppofition,  demands  an  audience  of  his  Sovereign,  I  would 
willingly  fuppofe,  that  the  principle  of  his  heart  is  not  Jemocra-i' 
tick  :  though  I  think  his  principles,  ingeneralj  are  very  dangerous 
at  this  time.  I  would  hope  we  may  yet  be  redeemed.  Jt  was  the 
boaft.  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Auguftus,  that  he  found  the  City  of 
brick,  <ind  left  it  of  marble.  I  truft  we  fhall  not  reverfe  this 
memorable  faying.  I  truft  that  i^e  pablick  credit  of  the  nation 
tyill  revive,  and  that  In  this  refped,,  when  Speaking  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
it  will  not  be  engraven  with  an  iron  pen  and  in  the  rock  of  Eng- 
land for  ever,  **  ^uream  invenit,  chartaceam  reliquit.'*  I  think 
I  can  difcern  the  firm  eftabUihment  of  lawful  conftitutional 
power  in  the  plunges  of  meditated  convulfion  ;  and  the  retura 
of  day  in  the  moment  of  greateft  obfcuration.  I  have  loved 
my  country  from  my  earlleft  years,  from  a  eonvldllon  of  the 
excellence  of  the  Conftitution   and  of  that  balanced  liberty  it 

was 

\    Vid    Demofthen.    Orat.    n^oj    Aa^t^trK     j3-«g«yga<p)!y. 

Pem.  Ed.  Gr.  Benenati  1570.  p.  546.  Why  will  not  our  States- 
men Jludy  Demofthenes  ?  Is  he  not  allowed  to  be  the  very  firft 
political  Orator  ?  Mr.  Fox  virtually  underftands  his  manner  bet- 
ter than  any  man  in  England,  He  does  not  exat  it  for  the 
fame  good  end. 
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was  formed  to   maintain.     I  am  grateful  for  the  protedlion  and 
the  bleffings  it  has  afforded,  and  is  yet  mighty  to  preferve. 

I  am  again,  (much  againft  my  will,  and  I  fmcerely  apologize  for 
repeating  the  fubjeft,)  fnally  called  upon  to  declare  with  folem- 
nity,  and  with  that  truth  which  I  have  ever  revered  and  preferr- 
ed, that  this  whole  compofition,  verfe  and  profe,  is  the  work 
of  one  hand.  In  this  affertion  I  have  no  mental  refervation.  I 
never  wore  the  weeds  of  Domlnick,  or  drank  from  the  cup  of 
Loyola.  If  this  declaration  will  not  fuffice,  I  ftiall  leave  the 
fable  birds  of  detraftion  to  the  hoarfenefs  of  their  own  clamours, 
and  to  the  worms  on  which  they  feed.  I  fhall  foar  upward  to 
the  fource  and  fountain  of  light.  It  is  alfo  frequently  infinuated 
and  fometimes  boldly  aflerted,  to  be  written  in  conjunSlon  with 
many  learned  and  eloquent  friends  in  the  groves  and  retreats  of 
our  beloved  Academe.  It  is  true  Indeed,  "  By  the  waters  of 
**  Cam  I  have  fat  down  and  wept,  when  I  remembered  thee,  O 
"  Sion !  as  for  my  harp,  I  have  often  hanged  it  up  among  the 
'*  trees  that  are  therein."  I  wifhed  to  "  fing  one  of  the  fongs  of 
*'  Sion."  But,  as  it  feems,  it  is  an  honourable  Con/piracy,  a  Con- 
fp'tracy  to  vmdicate,  to  recommend,  and  to  uphold  the  caufe 
of  Government,  of  Chriflian  religion,  of  learning,  and  of  good 
manners.  Would  it  were  fo !  Such  united  talents  might  do 
their  perfeft  work.  I  have  only  to  lament  the  unworthinefs  of 
him  who  has  prefumed,  without  affiftance  or  co-operation,  to 
undertake  that  oflice  alone  ;  /-- 

"  To  intermit  no  ivatch 
Against  the  wakeful  foe,  and  wide  abroad 
Through  all  the  coajis  of  dark  deJlruSion  seek 
Deliverance  for  us  all  !" 

If 
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Andlaft,  as  through  the  fmould'ring  flamesyouturn. 

Snatch 

If  indeed  I  had  either  perfonal  hope,  or  pcrfonal  fear,  in  the 
political  or  in  the  literary  world,  I  think  it  will  be  allowed  that 
I  fliould  not  have  publifhed  this  work.  He  mud  reconcile 
contradiftions  who  will  difpute  this  affertion.  Whom  have  I 
courted  ?  to  whom  have  I  bowed  ?  Arbitrary  power  in  any 
fhape  is  my  abhorrence.  I  have  walked  in  the  fchool  of  Locke, 
and  have  paffed  through  that  of  Sidney.  But  I  have,  in  this 
hour  of  matureft  refleftion,  approved  and  held  fall  the  tempered 
dodlrines  which  uphold  government  and  prevent  confufion. 
In  the  political  matters  of  this  time,  my  fuit  and  fervlce  is  not 
rendered  perfonally  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Upon  me  hz  can  have -no  claim. 
My  fervice  is  to  my  Country,  and  my  praife  to  the  Minifter  of 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  My  praife  is  to  him,  who  by  de- 
liberate and  undaunted  firmncfs,  with  an  unblenched  dignity, 
by  commanding  powers  in  fpeech  and  argument,  and  by  vigo- 
rous meafures,  though  without  that  promptitude  of  decifion 
which  marked  his  great  Father,  has  preferved  and  fupported 
(long  may  he  preferve  and  fupport  them  !)  the  principle  and 
ftability  of  the  Englifh  government  and  conftitution.  The  main 
voice  of  England  goes  'ujith  me  in  this.  Such  I  efteem  Mr.  Pitt  : 
as  fnch  I  honour  him.  yim  I  his  enemy  P  I  fee  his  errors  and 
his  vices  too,  and  I  lay  no  flattering  unction  to  them.  I  am 
alive  to  all  his  publick  virtues,  and  I  would  correal  their  aber- 
rations, for  they  are  many.  As  to  Mr,  Fox  ;  that  he  has  not 
difcerned  the  figns  of  thefe  times,  I  will  not  aflert  j  but  thai 
his  imprudence,  his  unbridled  licence  of  language,  and  his 
plunging  defperate  doftrlnes  in  times  like  thefe,  in  and  out  of 
Parliament^  have  alienated  the  mind  of  his  Country  fro?n  Him, 
that  I  will  maintain.  If  I  were  to  give  credence  to  all  his 
fpeeches  which  I  have  either  heard  or  read,  J  mufl  declare  tliein 

to 
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to  be  the  dodriues  of  a  man  ripe  atid  ready  for  any  revolution. 
Jf  he  Is  honeH  in  his  opinion,  I  can  neither  think  nor  pro- 
nounce him  honefl  to  his  country.  He  fhould  not  have  thus 
exhibited  himfelf  in  the  Houfe,  or  on  the  Huftings.  Non  hoc 
tjia  Jibi  temj^us  fpeSacula  pofcit !  I  pafs  over  the  primrofe  path  of 
dalliance  on  St.  Ann's  Hill ;  though  I  would  fain  caft  a  wi- 
thering look  on  the  nodlurnal  orgies  of  dicing  depredation  and 
of  patrician  plunder  before  the  walls  of  the  palace,  in  the  very 
face  of  a  virtuous  and  infulted  Sovereign.  I  will  feparatc  the 
man  from  the  leader  of  the  oppofition.  1  am  ready  to  bow,  and  I 
do  bow,  to  his  genius,  to  his  political  eloquence  without  an 
equal,  to  his  knowledge  various,  deep,  and  extenfive.  His 
pleafantry,  his  focial  friendly  difpofition,  and  the  good  temper 
of  his  private  converfation  are  acknowledged.  But  if  he  is 
ever  to  direft  the  councils  of  this  kingdom,  he  mufl  tread  back 
almojl  all  his  fteps.  If  he  turns  to  our  government,  he  mujl  be 
born  again.  With  opinions  bold  and  candid  as  thefe  I  might 
obtain  fome  refpeft  and  perhaps  fome  attention  from  the  pub- 
lick,  but  I  could  hardly  pleafe  either  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Fox* 
(Auguft  1797.)  If  I  fought  perfonal  fame  ;  my  motive  is  ftill 
more  vifionary.  No  man  can  account  for  it.  He  who  loved 
fame  belt  f  faid  of  it,  "  Jiift  what  you  hear  you  have."  I  am 
wholly  unknown.  It  is  very  proper  that  I  (hould  be  fo.  Yet 
I  would  be  underftood  even  on  this  point.  I  have  not  the 
facred  fear  of  a  coward,  but  the  deliberate  courage  which  is  in- 
fplrcd  by  refledion,  and  the  confidence  which  I  am  proud  to 

repofe 

I  Mr.  Pope, 
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itpofe  in  honourable  friendflii'p.  Some  literary  and  political 
enterprizes  are  indeed  rather  hazardous  in  their  nature.  Mine 
are  of  that  number.  Yet  I  love  decorum,  and  I  would  be  'guid- 
ed by  difcretion  ;  but  it  is  not  the  form  only  of  thofe  virtues, 
refined  through  certain  ftralners,  that  I  would  preferve,  it  is 
the  fplrit.  I  would  have  gentlenefs  without  timidity,  and  de- 
clfion  without  prefumption.  But  I  rmijl  feel  the  prefllng  nature 
of  the  time,  the  burthens,  the  terrors,  the  perils,  and  the  necef- 
fity  OF  THE  STATE.  Whoever  would  do  a  publick  ftrvice,  muft 
forget  himfelf.  His  remuneration  is  from  v/Ithin.  As  to  my- 
felf,  however  unavailing  my  aftions,  my  fentlments,  my  abili- 
ties;, or  my  fervices,  they  are  unknown,  unbought,  un- 
solicited, and JJjall  be  unaltered.  In  fplrit,  in  principle, 
and  in  affeftlon,  my  words  and  my  thoughts  are  thefe : 
Non  ante  revellar, 
Exammem  quam  te  compledar  Roma,  tuumqve 
Nomen,  Libertas,  et  wanem  profequar  timlram  ! 

December,  1797. 
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